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SOME THDIAN TRAILS

At Grand Tower the trail again divided and A pranch, or it
mignt be considered the mare important, fnllowed Apple Creek tpward
its spurce, croesing the meramec, Barbeuse and Gaeconade tp the meuth
of the OBage , crossing the Mimsouri and with oihex converging traik

united to form the GHAEAT BUFFALD ROAD that followed./the Grand River

tg its headwaters in Lo rih-Test Wisgeuri and entered the Great Plaiwy
region to become the fa ous OAREGON TRAIL by which thousanda of emi-
grants reached ihe Pacific Coasi, if they were i‘ortulnata, ar fell vic-
tims teo hardshlps of travel, {neluding attacks oYy indiana, and were
buried by the wayaide.

The OSACE TRATIL, from Grand Tpwer tg w‘nere it cmaaad_ 1he Hissour

Hiver nad numernlis legeer branches net en clearly defined and shoul
LA : Bhsul

ve reparded as MINOH TRAILS because their origin and ending Wera

entirely within the State.

From Grand Tower westward, a well defined prehistoric highway
traveraed the Dorders of Perry and Bollinger cpunties to Ety‘liahn.a:l.e
pow Fredericklown, and thence o the"0ld Indian Ford* of the St.Fray.-
cois,, now Si¥er Hine tn the WInST COVE® by which Arcadia Valley Wwaf

knewn in their respective longunges tn the Osage Indians, ¥rench and

English,
Through the Loat Cove which this trail entered from the Sputh-

eapt the trend was to a landmark well known by i.-'t.a gharp-peaked moun
tain at the base of which was an indian village when lLoulelana Ter--
ritory was acquired by the United States. (Houck's Hist)

Upon the grounde of the Arcadia Couniry club through which led

® T
the trail,wae s depression several feet deep of irregular  celled

'Egé Buffals Lick.



SOME INDIAN TRAILG

Amone the rgajunes” of louisiana, as the Acpdians call themeelien

- ia faund the sitory of Evangeline ‘pu‘hliahed.in their provincial French

and translated ints Enklish owWners of wnich are reluctant, éven tem=

porarily to pass out af theilr possenssien whicn relates the B Lo rvidd

very much as tglrl in the poem. the long Quest of the 'heru ine for

- her lpver;Gabriel ends in what to her must have been no less a tragedy

than that told by the Pret. Believing her depd Gabriel had accepled

desitpyas he Tound i1, married, and was blessed with a nouseful of

children.
O i T

THE SATERE RENARD trail axtending from i4d mouth of the 0BaEe

ta the Deslnines river may have been a war trall of the ‘tribes bhear-
extended

ing those names or trails by which fur traders of Canade sEEgidasd

traffic with trives west of the Mississippd.

(THE SIOUX WARRIORS' Trail priginating hetween the nearly pargl-

lel Illingie and ¥imsissippi rivers was ap salled because by that

a ;
route the fi#l;ggftribe ergased thelatter stream and msde portage to

Wnuri_ in their foray on the more peaceful Osages, naseacraing
and burning villages 1o the headwaters of the river bearing the name

of Osage. POHTAGE des SIOUX in Bt.Charles County was sp named by

French ancestors of present day residents who are familiar with the
" traditions of savage warfare when Louisiana Territory was a Province

of France.

THE CHERNERE THRAIL is a continuation of the trans=cantinend-

<. that crpased the Higaissippi at Grand ToWwel and proceeded westward

ta the w"nld Indi.an Foid® of the 2t.Francois thence to ihe "Lpst

Coverwlth which it 1= inaeparably conrected by tradition.




SOME INDIAW THAILS

1t ie gratifying that te traditions of this trall may bpe added

teatimony »f witnesses whese personal knowledge gives it special

velue, During the adminietration of Andrew Jackson governmental '

autharities decided to meve Indians as a body from thelr homes in

the Appalachians tp territory west of the Migaissippi. Tws detach-

ments were conveyed during the surmerfs heated seaann with Tesultse

an dipastrous the third was dalayad +111 the weather was mpre fav-

orable. i

pur firet witneass will give us information of their ﬁamﬂ and
relatisons ts white people which is the beinning of their langfour-
ney. Abram Abernathy 6 or'#onole Abe® as he was familisriy called
was tall and straienl as an indian gdd¥ though black as his ancest-
nre whan hrpught from Africa, but his speech was free of the drawl
af the negrp, due perhmps to his iraining as house boy and leter
bady servant of an educated master .

in their hnme Igdian-chiefn were ofien gueste and at their ta-

ble politicians discusséd gquestisna of the doy. The decisilon to

" leave the home in "No'th Ca'lina" was not a sudden impulse but

with politiecal influence the family and gerbaps others ¥btained

permisaion to travel under protection of the military estort that

was to conduct 2000 indians across half the continent.

'Uncle Ave' was placed in charge of the wagon ‘whut carried the
~women folks' (white and slave] 'and druv his pnaster's fou' hnnﬁ

‘tgam f'om home'istheir new home in Perry Cuum}gﬁisaauri.

He was he maid 25 yearas old which wouldhave fixed the date of
=

- his pirth abput 1813.
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Proasing the Hippiselppl at Grand ToWer at this date wae not -

a pipblem for Skearboats were plying the rivers from Pitisburgh to

tpwne on the "Father of Watera® whnme pervices might be requipitioned

for any military need. :

The trail westward to the "Ioat Cpve® has been traced and TEPE -
tition ie DENeGEBBATY. ﬁbnut mid-azfternnon of a day in late winter,
1838-3% 8 large band of Indiane might have been peen traversging the
noayer fram the south=east fnllowing ihe trail -thnt wad now B Imed
from Fredericktown ts Arcadim Valley . The route led through ground s
af the Present day Country Clup, where & New Englander und: his fomi-
hed mettled the May nf 18238. The reglen Was na langer called by ite
primitive name for it hed a poBt-cffice entohlished in his home.

An advance agent had contracted with an old settler Pate Buford.

ty name, for grain and forage 1s supply indians and their horees.

With the New Englander teams and drivers were engaged to deliver

supplies upon & specified day at the selected camp site twp miles

place
from his hoge at & where a stream flowed vetween the bases of Pilot

Endb and Shezherd Mpuntain. An officer wasa on hand 4e receive that
far which he had ceantracted and issue vouchers far services rendered

To the voung wankeen he extended a cordial invitation i visit

ihe camp when the Indimns sheuld arrive, and which as they had neger

any before was gladly accepted. - o

Three 'ha;ads papsed by the cabin in erder, and reached their camp
ground, #8YdF. After pufficient time for the campers io Decome adjust-
ed the spns repaired to the place they had delipered ihe supplies
and were greeted vy the officer who guided them thrpugh the encamp.

ment.
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¥snterial for many fireside tales, in hg::{aa of their own was de=-

—

‘rived -from thec¢visit te that Cherokee camp by the young men who De=-

"fnre hed never seen any indian life as it now appeared -

: ; Frum the camp site anpther of many daily marches hegu-n th,q fn_x_.
__;_"lﬂlring moTning, to the north west peldf along ihe water shed that di-
E~_'v!.detl the tribtutaries nf the Missguri Eiver and ihnse atreams that

_'j ﬂin 'Lhe Hiaﬂiaaippi vy way of Black, Current and Walte rivera far

.”"'nouth in Arkanmas.
The CHEFOEEE TRAIL continues through Bellevue and traverses

Dent County and others tp the pputhwestern part of the State inte,

the then called, Indian Territory but new State of Dklahoma.

OLD ROADS

When the St.leuis and ITon Mountain Railway was completed 1557,

%o Pilot Enob Stage routes were established, one to the east to Jacke-

spn by way of the Cherpgkee Trail, and arptner sputh via CGreenville '

-:dnd Fpplar Bluff ,to Pocahontas Arkaness which seems io have beenﬁhe

"-iiﬁhﬁITﬂGEE;s and VINCENNES. Local history is definitely connected

'- -ith theu ‘reutes that were opperated till interrupted by the war,

Eﬁ?‘?&mﬁd silver mines on Current River,from which they were driven hy

f.-"“

: "‘Hun zn, Huzzah®er Oeage Indians, but before leaving"rolled a barrel of

i o
"~-"s:|.1‘,rer dollare intothe minea®and pbliterated all iraces,

SOL_JR_CE: _Russe]l, C.S., Russell Family Manuscript "Some Major Indian
Trallsin Missouri" 11 type written pages. Copy on file at Fort Davidson
State Historic Site




