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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

The conditions
taining

its

war were peculwas represented by two governments, one main-

existing in Missouri during the civil

iar in that the State

allegiance to the Federal Union, the other, after declaring

the State a sovereign and independent republic, forming an alliance

with the Confederate States and

finally

acknowledging organic union

therewith.

These exceptional conditions, and others which resulted from the
geographical position of the State and the divided sentiment of its
people, forming

them

into hostile factions, resulted in

many

perplexi-

and informalities in the organization of the military forces of the
State and the creation of a great variety of organizations, especially
on the side of the Union, some of them previously unknown to the
military service of the United States. These irregularities caused
much perplexity and misunderstanding as to the status of some of the
organizations and the relations of their members to the State and to
the General Government.
The nature of these irregularities and their results will be pointed
ties

out in the following pages. It is sufficient here to state that not less
than seventeen different classes of troops were organized in the State of
Missouri on the Union side alone, not counting the several varieties
of those classified in this paper as Home or Citizen Guards.
7

UNION ORGANIZATIONS.

THREE MONTHS'

MILITIA, 1861.

On April 15, 1801, the President issued his proclamation calling for
75,000 militia for the purpose of suppressing- insurrection and "to
cause the laws to be duly executed." This proclamation was in terms
as follows:
Wherea.s, the laws of the United States have been for some time past and now are
opposed and the execution thereof obstructed in the States of South Carolina, (jteorgia, Alal>ania, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas by combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings or by the powers
vested in the marshals by law:

Now,

Abraham

Lincoln, President of the L^^nited States, in virtue of
the Constitution and the laws, have thought fit to call
forth, and hereby do call forth, the militia of the several States of the L^nion, to the
aggregate number of 75,000, in order to suppress said combinations and to cause the
laws to be duly executed.
The details of this object will be immediately communicated to the State authorities through the War Dejiartment.
I appeal to all loyal citizens to favor, facilitate, and aid this effort to maintain the
honor, the integrity, and the existence of our national Union and the perpetuity of
popular government, and to redress wrongs already long enougli endured.
I deem it proper to say that the first service assigned to the forces hereby called
forth will probably be to repossess the forts, places, and property which have been
seized from the I'nion, and in every event the utmost care will be observed consistently with the objects aforesaid to avoid any devastation, any destniction of or
interference with pn)j)erty, or any disturbance of peaceful citizens in any part of the
country.
And I hereby command the persons composing the combinations aforesaid to
disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes within twenty days from date.
Deeminsr that the present condition of public .affairs i^resents an extraordinary
occasion, I do hereby, in virtue of the power in me vested l)y the Constitution, convene both Houses of Congress.
Senators and Representatives are therefore summoned to assemble at their respective Chambers at 12 o'clock noon on Thursday, the 4th day of July next, then and
there to consider and determine such measures as in their wisdom the public safety
therefore,

the power in

and

interest

me

I,

vested

may seem

In witness whereof

I

l)y

to

demand.

have hereunto

set

my hand

and caused the

United

seal of the

States to be affixed.
Done at the city of Washington this 15th day of April, in the year of our
1861, and of the independence of the United States the eighty-fifth.

Abraham
By

Lord

Lincoln.

the President:

William H. Seward,
Secretary of State.
[Official

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

III, Vol.

I,

pp.

67,68.]

On the date of this proclamation the Secretary of War addressed letters to the governor.s of twenty -four States, including one to the governor of Missouri of which the following is a copy:
War

Department,

Washingto)), April 15, 186 1.
Sir: Under the act of Congress "for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of
the Union, suppress insurrections, repel invasions," etc., approved February 28, 1795,

11
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have the honor to request your excellency to cause to be immediately detached
from the militia of your State the quota designated in the table below, to serve as
I

riflemen for the period of three montlis, unless sooner discharged.
will please couunnnicate to me the time at or al)out which your
quota will be expected at its rendezvous, a^ it will be met as soon as practicable by
an officer or officers to muster it into the service and pay of the United States. At
the same time the oath of fidelity to the United States will be administered to every
The mustering officer will be instructed to receive no man under
officer and man.
the rank of commissioned officer who is in years apparently over 45 or under 18, or
who is not in physical strength and vigor.
infantry

t>r

Your excellency

*******
Simon Cameron,
Secretari/ of

War.

[Ibid., pp. 68, 69.]

The quota of the State of Missouri, desitjnated in the table which
accompanied this letter, was four regiments of infantry-, being au
aggregate of 3,123 officers and enlisted men, including one brigadiergeneral.
On the

same date, also, April 15, 1861, an order was issued from the
Department detailing officers of the Regular Army to muster

War

the troops into the military- service of the United States, the order for
the State of Missouri being
as follows:
to
•
Special Orders, \
War Department, Adjutant-General's Office,
No. 106.

Wellington, April

/

The

15, 1861.

below are detailed

to muster into the service of the United
and at the stations set opposite their names, respectively, the
troops called out by the President's proclamation of this date.
They will acknowledge the receipt of this order, repair to the rendezvous desigofficers nameil
States, for the States,

nated, and report their arrival to.the Adjutant-General of-4he Army and the governors of the respective States, and will execute the duties assigned them witli as little
delay as practicatile, reporting the progress and completion of their labors to the
Adjutant-General of the Army direct.
In addition to these duties, the mustering officers will perform such staff duties as
may be assigned them by the chiefs of the supply departments of the Army.

*******
*******

3Iissouri, St. Louis.

First Lieut. J. ^I. Schofield, First Artillery,

and

First Lieut.

George B. Cosby, Second Cavalry.

By

order of the Secretary of War:

L.

Thomas, Adjutant-General.

The governor

of the State emphatically declined to honor the requisition of the President, advising the Secretar}' of War. in a telegram
dated April 17. 1861, as follows:
ExEcrxivE Department,
Jefferson City, Mo., April 17, 1861.

Hon. Simon Cameron,
Secretari/ of

War.

Your dispatch

of the loth instant, making a call on Missouri for four regiments of men for immediate service, has been received. There can be, I apprehend,
no doubt but the men are intended to form a part of the President's army to make
war upon the pe<:iple of the seceded States.
Your reiiuisition, in
judgment, is illegal, unconstitutional, and revolutionary
in its object, inhuman and diabolical, and can not he complied with.
Not one man
will the State of ^lissouri furnish to carry on any such unholy crusade.
Sir:

my

C. F.
[Ibid., pp. 82,83.]

Jackson, Gorernor of Missouri.

THREE months'

On the same date, April 17, 1861.
f,'raphed to the Secretar}- of War:

13

MILITIA.

Mr. Frank P.

Blair, jr., tele-

East St. Lori8, April 17, ISGl.
Hon. S. Cameron, Serretarf/ of ]\ar:
Our governor will not meet j'our requisition for volunteers. Will you accept independent companies and regiments from Jlissouri? If so, please order Captain Lyon
to muster them into service.

*****

[Ibid., Series

On

P. Blair, Jr.

Vol. LIII, pp. 488,489.]

T,

April 19,

War,

*

4f

Frank

IStil,

Mr. Blair again teleo-raphe

i

the Secretary of

as follows:

East

St. Louis, April

1.9,

1861.

Hon. Simon Cameron:
* * * Send order
N. Lyon.
*

days.

It will

*

liy telegraph at once for mustering men int<T service to Capt.
surely then be executed, and we will till your requisition in two

Answer immediately.

*

Frank
[Ibid., Series

Vol.

I,

I,

pj).

P. Blair, Jr.

668, 669.]

On April '21, lS(jl, Brig-adier-General Harney, commanding the
Department of the West, denied the request of Captain L3'on, commanding- the troops at the St. Louis Arsenal, that he be authorized to
accept the services of volunteers for its defense.
General Harney's
letter on this subject is as follows:
Headquarters Department of the West,
St.

Capt. N. Lyon,
Second Infantry, CouniKindhig Troops,

St.

Louis, Mo., April 21, 1861.

Louis Arsenal, Mo.

Sir: Your two comnumications of this date, one asking for authority to accept the
* * * have been
services of volunteers in the defense of the St. Louis Arsenal,
laid before the commanding general, who deems it inex])edient to approve the
recommendations contained in your communications.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S.

Williams,

A ssi slant A djntant- General.
[Book No.

8,

Department

of the West, pp, 71, 72.]

On

the same date Brigadier-General Harney was relieved from his
command in an order from the War Department of which the following is a copy:
Ad.iutant-General's Office,
Washington, April 21, 1861.
Brig. Gen.

W.

S.

Harney,

Commanding DejMirtinent of the West, St. Louis, Mo.
General: I am directed by the Secretary of War to say that you are hereby
relieved from the command of the Department of the West," which will devolve
upon the senior officer in the department, and you will repair to this city and report
to the General in Chief.
I

have the honor

to be,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L.

[Official

Eecords

of the

Thomas, Adjutant-General.

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series

I,

Vol.

I,

On

p. 669.]

the same date also, April 21, 1S61, Captain Lj'on was instructed
by the War Department to execute the order previously given to pro^

Revoked by

Special Orders, No. 128, A. G. 0.,

May

8,

1861.

''
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regiments into service."
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and execute the laws, and to "muster four
The telegram conveying these instructions
Ad.iutant-Ctenekal's Office, Ajyrll 21, 1861.

Capt. N. Lyon,

Second Infantrii, EnM St. Loais:
General Harney has this day been relieved from his command. The Secretary of
War directs that yoii immediately execute the order previously given to arm the
loyal citizens, to protect the public property and execute the laws.
]\Iuster four
regiments into the service.
L.

Thomas, Adjutant- General.

[Ibid., p. 670.]

Further correspondence on the same subject was had between Mr.

Frank

P. Blair, jr.. Capt. Fitz John Porter, assistant adjutant-general
(then at Harrisburg, Pa., on a special mission for the War Department),
and others. Captain Porter reported:

Headquarters Department of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia,
Col.

May

1,

1861.

Lorenzo Thomas,

Adjutant- General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.
Colonel: I respectfully repeat in writing my report substantially made verbally to
the General in Chief of my late expedition from Washington t^ Harrisburg, Pa.

Seated in Governor Curtin's telegraph office at the capitol Governor Curtin handed
the following dispatch, suggesting at the time I should reply to it as I had to others already received from the same person:

me

"St. Louis, Mo., April 21, 1861.

"Governor A. G. Curtin,

"An

Jfarrisburg, Pa.:

the Army here has received an order to muster in Missouri regiGeneral Harney refuses to let them remain in the arsenal grounds or permit
them to be armed. I wish these facts to be conununicated to the Secretary of War
by special messenger and instructions sent immediately to Harney to receive the
troops at the arsenal and arm them. Our friends distrust Harney very much.
He
should be superseded immediately by putting another commander in the district.
The object of the secessionists is to seize the arsenal with its 70,000 stand of arms,
and he refuses the means of defending it. We have plenty of men but no arms.
Frank P. Blair, Jr."
officer of

ments.

A'previous message had been received asking that Capt. X. Lyon, Second Infantry,
Vje assigned as mustering officer and to arm and e(iuip the troops and to command them, and I had replied that Lieut. J. ]\I. Schotield, then in St. Louis, had
detailed
been
as mustering officer.
Other telegrams came urging Lyon's appointment, so when the above dispatch was handed to me, I felt it w-as my'duty, and that
I would be justified to use the name and authority of the Secretary of War and of
the General in Chief, and I at once telegraphed:
shijuld

"Harrisburg, Pa., April 21, 1861.
"General Harney,
"Commanding, St. Loni.s, Mo.:
"Capt. Nathaniel Lyon, Second Infantry, is detailed to muster in the troops at St.
Louis and to use them for the protection of public jiroijcrty. You will see that they
are properly armed and e(juipped.

"By

order of Lieutenant-(Teneral Scott:

"F.
'
'

A.'oti.^fant

. I

J.

Porter,

djutant-General.

"Harrisbuhc;, Pa., April

"Hon. Frank

'

21, 1861.

P. Blair, Jr., St. Lnnis, Mo.:

"Capt. N. Lyon, Second Infantry, has been detailed to nuister
Louis and to use them for the prtitection of public })roperty.
"By order of the Secretary of War:
"F.

in the troops at

St.

'

'As.'fixlaiit

J.

Porter,

A djntant- Goteral.

'

'

*****

THEEE months' MILITIA.
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Similar telegrams were sent to Maj. Seth Williams and to Captain Lyon.
*
*

Very

respectfully,

your obedient servant,

F. J. Porter,

A ssistant A djutant- General.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. LI, Part

I,

pp. 345-35L]

The immediate result of the repeated instructions to General Harney and Captain Lyon appears in special orders issued by the former
on April 22, 1861, as follows:
Headquarters Department of the West,
Special Orders, \
St. Louii, Mo., April 22, 1861.
No. 58.
i
In compliance with instructions which have been received from the headquarters
of the Army, "Capt. N. Lyon, Second Infantry, is detailed to muster in the troops
at St. Louis and to use them for the defense of the public property."
By order of Brigadier-General Harney:
S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Book No.

On the
follows:

87,

Departments

same

of the

West and Western,

p. 294.]

date, April 22, 1861, Captain

Lyon telegraphed

as

East St. Louis, [April] "22, 1861.
Thomas, Adjutant-General:
Dispatch to muster troops received at twelve (12) o'clock last night. I have
to-day received seven hundred (700) men, and armed six hundred (600).
N. Lyon,

Col. L.

Captain, Second hxfantry.

[R.

&

P., 463363.]

Under date

of April 27, 1861, Captain L^'on, then commanding- the
Louis Arsenal, made a detailed report of his operations in a letter
of which the following is an extract:
St.

St.

Col. L.

Louis Arsenal, April

27, 1861.

Thomas,

Adjutant- General, Washington, D. C.
Sir: Since receiving the authority to receive and muster in INIissouri troops at this
place, it has been a physical impossibility to write for the purpose of informing the
Department of what is transpiring here. The first telegraphic dispatch of the 21st
instant, from Major Porter, was received about 12 o'clock of that night, and the vol-

unteer companies commenced arriving early next morning. About 700 arrived that
day and 600 were armed. On the next day (Tuesday, 23d) nearly the same number
arrived and 400 were armed. Through Wednesday and Thursday the arrivals continued about the same, and on Thursday 2,100 had been received, armed, and sworn
into the United States service. Through yesterday and to-day about 200 men per
day have been received, and all except one company armed. One regiment is full,
two others are nearly full, and about half a regiment more is formed. Offers to the
extent of several thousands more will doubtless be made, and if it is the wish of the
Government to accept them, I shall need to be so informed, as my orders now limit
me to four regiments. As there is artillery enough of light and heavy pieces for about
three companies, and as there are many excellent artillerists who are exceedingly
anxious to organize as artillery companies, I have started a battalion of three companies for the purpose of working our pieces, and to be ready for active service with
them in the field in case of moving. I also have an application to accept a company
of sappers and miners who have had experience in Europe, and I propose to do so.
A complete and in a short time an eflicient army corps can be thus organized at
this point.
I desire the instructions of the War Department upon these matters.
As these troops were received at once upon obtaining authority, and without any
provisions beforehand for them, and without oflicers of the Subsistence and Quartermaster departments on the spot to attend upon them, and no arrangements for
quartering them, great inconvenience to them has occurred, and an overwhelming
business devolved upon myself.
I have been much in want of officers for company and staff duties.
Lieutenant
Schofield has cordially cooperated in swearing these troops into the .service. Some
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******

buildings outside, having commanding positions, I have hired and occupied with
troops in order to obtain additional room, as also to have in possession the positions
desired by the secessionists for carrying out their long-cherished scheme of capturing
this jjlace.

Very

respectfully,

*

your obedient servant,

N. Lvox,
Captain, Second Infantni, Commanding.
[95 L., A. G. 0., 1861.]

On

April 80, 1861, Captain

Lyon wrote
St.

Col. L.

the Adjutant-General:
Louis Arsenal, April SO, 1861.

Thomas,

Adjutant-General, U. S. Army, Washington.
Sir: I am accepting all the troops that offer, and at this time some 3, .300 have
Deeming the emergencies pressing and fully requiroffered, and 3,082 are armed.
ing the Government to avail itself of all available resources, I shall still accept these
volunteers till countermanding orders are received. This is unavoidable, both
because the Government needs the services of these men, and because of the fear of
No doubt 10,000 men can be
State tyranny to force them into the secession ranks.
raised here, and indications are that they will be needed sooner or later to meet the
determined purpose of the State authorities to overturn the authority of the General
Government, which, if true to herself, can maintain it here.

*******
/

Very

respectfully,

your obedient servant,

N. Lvox,

Commanding.

Capdain, Second Infantry,
[Official

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

Five reg'inients of infantiy, a

I,

Vol.

I,

pp. 675, 676.]

and a cominto the mil-

l)attalion of light artillery

pany of pioneers were speedily completed and mustered

itary service of the United States as Missouri Militia, thus more than
quota of the State under the President's proclamation of
April 15, 1861; and in another part of this paper it will be seen that
another class of troops was subsequently organized, under the title of
United States Reserve Corps, for three monthsVservice, which has been
recognized as Missouri Militia received under the call of April 15, 1861,
making the number furnished under that call something more than
10,000 men. The company and regimental otiicers of the three months'
Missouri Militia of 1861 were elected and were mustered into service
Captain L^^on, by whom the regiments had
without commissions.
been organized, was elected by the field and company otiicers of the
First Brigade as brigadier-general, and proceeded to assume the command of the several regiments organized by him and to appoint some
His action in this respect is fully set forth
of the officers of his statf.
in a letter to the Adjutant-General of the Army, dated May 15, 1861,
with which he inclosed a copy of the orders issued b}- him on his
assumption of the conunand. The letter and inclosure are as follows:
filling the

St.

Col. L.

Louis Arsexal,

May

15, 1361.

Thomas,

Adjutant-General

,

Wasltinyton, D. C.

to inclose a copy of a general order issued ])y me upon
receiving the certified returns of the election held by the field and company officers
of the four regiments called for from Missouri l)y proclamation of the President,
which constitute the First Brigade of Missouri \'olunteers, for the l)rigadier-general.
By the laws of the State of Missouri a brigadier-general has the power to appoint
the orticers of his staff named in the order, with the resj^ective rank as therein stated.
Besides these, he can also ajjpoint a (luartermaster, judge-ad vorate, and surgeon, with
the rank of major, and an assistant surgeon, with the rank of captain.
The office of (juartermaster is temporarily filled. No apitointnients have been
made for the other offices last named.
Sir: I

have the honor

THREE months'
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The appointments announced were made in conformity with the Missouri militia
law and are respectfully referred to the Department, with the request that instructions in regard to them may be transmitted to me, setting forth whether or not the
laws of Missouri shall he the basis of the formation of this brigade, or, if not, what
provisions in respect to the staff officers of the brigade are or will be authorized by
the General Government.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. Lyon, Captain, Second Infantnj, Commanding.
[Im-losure.]

HEAnQUARTEKS FiRST BRIGADE MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS,
St.

Orders, No.

Louis Arsenal,

May

12, 1861.

1.

By

the authority of the President of the United States the undersigned will
command of the different regiments which have been enrolled at these
headquarters.
2. Having been elected l)rigadier-general of the four regiments which constitute
the First Brigade of Missouri Volunteers, the undersigned accepts the position thus
tendered him, subject to the future action of the proper authorities, and returns his
thanks to the officers and men of those regiments for the confidence which they have
reposed in him, hoping that his utmost exertions, which he pledges to the proper
discharge of this important duty, may contribute to justify this confidence.
3. The following appointments to fill staff offices of the First Bi-igade are announced:
Chester Harding, jr., to be assistant adjutant-general, with the rank of lieutenant1.

retain the

colonel.

Samuel Simmons, to be commissary of the brigade, with the rank of major.
Horace A. Conant, to be paymaster of the First and Second- regiments, with the rank
of major.

Chauncey P. E. Johnson, to be paymaster of the Third and Fourth regiments, with
the rank of major.
Bernard G. Farrar, to hQ aide-de-camp, with the rank of major.
N. Lyon,
Captain, Second Infanin/, Commanding.
[R.

and

P., 463367.]

No

action appears to have ])een taken upon (jeneral ^yon's letter
quoted above, ))ut in 1897, the status of the three months' Missouri
Militia mustered into service in ISHl being under consideration, it was
decided by the Assistant Secretary of War that these troops, otiicers
of all g-rades included, must be considered to have been State niilitia
called into the service of the United States by the President, and that
the officers are entitled to the same recognition for services rendered
that thej^ would have been entitled to had they been appointed and
commissioned by the governor of the State. (R. and P., 4.50639.)
As already stated, this force consisted of 1 battalion of light artillery. 5 regiments of infantry, and 1 company of pioneers.
It is proper
to add that 3 of the infantry regiments consisted of 12 companies each,
2 of which were designated as riflemen, and that a ritie battalion of 2
companies and an independent company" of riflemen were also attached
to the infantry force.
S.

Doc. 412

2

SIX MONTHS' MILITIA.

On August 24, 1861, shortly after the formation of the new State
government. Governor Gamble issued a proclamation calling into the
service of the State of Missoui'i. for the period of six months, 42,000
militia "to protect the lives and property of the citizens of the State."
Following is a copy of the proclamation:
The powers of the civil authorities being insufficient to protect the lives and jiroperty of the citizens of the State, I, Hamilton R. Gamble, governor of the State of
Missouri, do hereby call into the active service of the State 42,000 men of the militia
of the State, assigning 6,000 as the quota for each military district, which is the same
The force thus called into the service will Ije, as far as
as a Congressional district.
possible, a volunteer force and will consist of 10,000 cavalry afod 32,000 infantry.
If
the number volunteering should exceed this requisition, the excess will be held as a
If there should be a deticiency, it may become necessary to resort to
reserve corps.
a draft. The adjutant-general will issue to the division inspector of the several military districts the order necessary to carry this requisition into effect.
The force
called out will be for six months, unless peace in the State be sooner restored. Arms
will be furnished as i-apidly as they can be had.
Given under my hand and the seal of the State at Jefferson City, this 24th day of
August, in the year 1861.

H. R. G.\MBLE.

By

the Governor:

M. Oliver,
[Annual Report Adjutant-General

Secretary of State.

of Missouri, 1863, p. 9.]

In compliance with the terms of the proclamation, the adjutantgeneral of the State issued a general order relative to the organization
of the militia force, as follows:

General Orders, \
No.

1.

i

Headquarters, Jefferson City,
August

-24,

1861.

Inspectors of divisions will immediately give notice of the times and places when
and where they will attend, in their respective districts, to muster volunteers into
the State service under the proclamation of the governor of this date. The force to
be I'aised is 6,000 in each military district, to consist of 1,500 cavalry and 4,500 infantry.
The insi)ectors will cause elections for officers of companies to be held, and
election returns to be maile to these head(]uartevs immediately upon mustering companies into service, llie company offit'crs will proceed to elect the field officers of
regiments as soon as possible. There has been published a synopsis of the law for
the organization of companies, battalions, regiments, brigades, and divisions, which
will l)e followed in the organization here ordered.
If the inspectors are i;nable to
attend at all tlie places appointed for mustering the forces, they will give immediate
notice to these head(|uarters, in order that officers may be assigned to discharge the
duty.
By order of tlie Connnander in Chief:
G. R. Smith, Adjutant-General.
[Ibid., p. 10.]

Under date of August 8(i, ISBl, an ''explanatory order" was issued
from the State headquarters, in which it was aiuiounced that organized
regiments of the militia, not exceeding 15 in number, would be permitted to volunteer into the service of the United States to serve for
18
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the period of three years; and it was further announced that such of
the militia as should not enter the United States service would cooperate with the Federal Government in establishing- peace in the State.
Following is a copy of the explanatory order:

Explanatory Order
No.

Headquarters, Jefferson City,

}

Auguat SO, 1861.
organized and the officers coniiuissioned under the State
law, and desires to volunteer into service of the United States for three years or during the war, the commanding officer will notify the adjutant-general, and a mastering officer of the United States will be detailed by the proper officer of the United
States service to muster the regiment into service.
This will extend to 15 regiments.
The troops organized under the call of the governor which do not enter the serviceUnited
of the
States will cooperate with the Federal Government in estal)lishing
peace in the State.
By order of the Commander in Chief:
(tEO. R. Smith, Adjutant-General.

When

2.

i

any regiment

is

[Ibid., p. 10.]

It does not appear that any regiment of the State militia organized
under the governor's proclamation of August 2-1:, 1861, which was
known as the ""Six months' militia,"" volunteered into the United
States service; and although, as stated by the adjutant-general of the

State in his annual report of 1863 (p. 10), the people of the State
responded promptly to the call of the governor, the eml)odied force
fell far short of the number called for, the annual report for 1861
showing an aggregate strength of only 6,185 oliicers and men. [Otificial Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series III, Vol. I,
p. T97.]

This militia force, as stated by the State adjutant-general, was made

up almost

entirely of citizens of the interior of the State,

who

enrolled

themselves into companies for the defense of their homes and families.
The service performed by them was principally that of '' scouring their
counties in search of rebel camps and rendezvous, and acting as scouts
and guides to the various bodies of volunteers then in the State.''
(Annual Report Adjutant-General of Missouri, 1863, p. 11.)
During the latter part of 1861 and the early part of 1862 a different
class of militia (the force known as the '' Missouri State Militia") was
in process of organization, and the governor, finding that the ^'six
months' militia" entailed great expense upon the State without any
corresponding benefit, on the llrth of fFanuary, 1862, issued an order
directing its disbandment on the 25th of the same month.
Following
is

a copy of the order:

General Orders,

^
y

No.

2.

j

Headquarters State of Missouri,
Ad.tutant-General's Office,
St. Lotm, January U, 1862.

I. The commander in cliief, in view of the fact that the organization of the six
months' militia entails great expense upon the State without any corresponding benefit, orders that this class of troops be disbanded on the 25th of January, 1862.
II. Commanding officers of the six months' militia will muster their commands
for pay and discharge upon the 25th day of January, 18(32, and will be prepared to
deliver up all property of the State in their control, and to account for such as has
been lost, consumed, or destroyed in the service. Upon compliance with these
requirements, or as soon thereafter as the rolls can be examined, the ofticers and men
will be paid by the State.
III. Companies which shall report themselves ready for muster into the State
service for the term of the war in accordance with the conditions of the agreement
made between the United States and the governor of this State as set forth in General Orders, No. 1, series of 1861, will be accepted and mustered without delav. After
muster they will be subsisted, clothed, armed, and paid by the United States.
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The following

places are designated as points at which the six months' troops
of service on the day above named, viz, St. Joseph, Cameron,
( HHcers conuuanding these troops
C'hillii'Kthe, Macon City, Mexico, an<l Lonisiana.
will march their men to the nearest and nmst convenient of the ahove-named places
in time to be present at the mnster for i)ay an<l discharge as above ordered.
By order of the Commander in Chief:
.

will lie

nmstered ont

CnEsTKH Harding,

Jr.,

Adjutcnit-Geiieral.

A

small portion of tho force had boon discliaro-ed previous to the
issue of the order (juoted above, and a larger portion remained in service for a short period after the date ti.xed for its disbandment.
The six months' militia was strictly a State force, organized and
employed for the ju-otection of the lives and property of the citizens
of the State of Missouri.
It was paid l)y the State and the Stati^ was
subseijuently reiml)urscd by the Tnited States under the provisions of
the act of C\)ni>ress approved April 17. 1N<'>H. entitled "An act to reimburse the State of Missouri for nioni\vs ex})ended for th(> United States
in enrolliuii-. e(iui])pini;-, and provisioning- militia forces to aid in supprcssino- the rebellion."
(14 Stat. L., pp. oS, 81».)
The designations of the organizations forming" this militia force are
given in the schedules accompanying this pa])er. The organizations
nmubered 5 regiments, 11 battalions, and 10 indepgmdent i-ompanies.
One of the latter was di^signated as cavalry and one as an artillery
company. Some of the organizations of the force are known to have

been mounted.

MISSOURI STATE MILITIA.
The Missouri State Militia was a peculiar force, entirel}^ separate
distinct from all other militia organizations of the State, and its

and

status in the service was the subject of considerable controversy during the period of its existence. Its organization was the result of a
desire on the part of the officials of the State to place in the held a
force of State militia at the expense of the General Government
(Annual Report Adjutant-General of Missouri, 1863, p. 11) which
should cooperate with the United States troops '*in repelling the
invasion of the State and supressing rebellion therein."'
The proposition for the organization of such a force, made to the
President
the governor of the State, under direction of the State
convention, was as follows:
Executive Mansion,

W

Washington, JVopember

5,

1861.

The governor of

the State of Missouri, acting under the direction of the convention
of that State, proposes to the Government of the United States that he will raise a
military force, to serve within the State as State militia dui-ing the war there, to
cooperate with the troops in the service of the United States in repeUing the invasion of the State and suppressing rebellion therein; the said State militia to be
embodied and to be held in the camp and in the field, drilled, disciplined, and governed according to the Army Regulations and subject to the Articles of War; the
said State militia not to be ordered out of the State, except for the immediate
defense of the State of Missouri, but to cooperate with the troops in the service
of the United States in military operations within the State or necessary to its
defense, and when officers of the State militia act with officers in the service of the
United States of the same grade the officers of the United States service shall command the combined force; the State militia to be armed, efpiipped, clothed, subsisted, transported, and paid by the United States during such time as they shall be
actually engaged as an end)odied military force in service, in accordance with regulations of the United States Ai-my or general orders as issued from time to time.
In order that the Treasury of the United States may not be burdened with the
pay of unnecessary ofiicers, the governor proposes that, although the State law
requires him to appoint uj)on the general staff an adjiitant-genpral, a commissarygeneral, an inspector-general, a quartermaster-general, a paymaster-general, and a
surgeon-general, each with the rank of colonel of cavalry, yet he proposes that the
Government of the United States pay only the adjutant-general, the quartermastergeneral, and inspector-general, their services being nei'essary in the relations which
would exist between the State ililitia an<l the United States. Tlie governor further
proposes that, while he is allowed by the State law to a))point aitles-de-camp to the
governor at his discretion, with the rank of colonel, three oidy shall be reported to
the United States for payment. He also proposes that the State Militia shall be
commanded by a single major-general ajid by such number of brigadier-generals as
shall allow one for a brigade of not less than four regiments, and that no greater
number of staff officers shall be appointed for regimental, brigade, and division
duties than as provided for in the act (if Congress of the 22d of July, 1S6I; and that
whatever l)e the rank of such officers as fixed by the law of the State, the compensation that they sliall receive fr(jm the United States shall only be that which belongs
to the rank given by said at-t ui Congress to officers in the Ignited States service performing the same duties.
21
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a regiment in the State Militia are one colonel, one lieutenantand the company officers are a captain, a tir^^t lieutenant,

oni> major,

and a second

lieutenant.
i)roposes that, as the money to be dit^hursed is the money of the
United States, such staff otticers in the service of the United States as may be necessary to act as disljursing otticers for the State Militia shall l)e assigned by the War
Department for tliat duty; or, if such can not l)e spared from their present iluty, he
will appoint such persons dislmrsing otticers for the State Militia as the President of
the United States may designate. Such regulations as may be required, in the judgment of the President, to insure regularity of returns and to protect the United
States from anv fraudulent practices shall be observed and obeyed l)v all in office
in the State .Militia.
The above propositions are accepted on the part of the L'nited States, and the Secretary^ of War is directed to make the necessary orders upon the Ordnance, Quartermaster's, Commissary, Pay, and ^Medical Departments to carry this agreement into
effect.
He will cause the necessary staff officers in the United States service to be
detailed for duty in connection witli the Missouri State iNIilitia, and will order them
to make the necessary provision in their respective offices for fulfilling this agreement. All requisitions upon the different officers of the United States, under this
agreement, to be made in substance in the same mode for the ^Missouri State Militia
as similar requisitions are made for troops in the service of the United States, and
the Secretary of \\'ar will cause any additional regulations that may be necessary to
insure regularity and economy in carrying this agreement into effect to be adopted
and communicatetl to the governor of Missouri for the government of the ^Missouri
State Militia.

The governor

/

[Official

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

III, ^ ol.

I,

pp.

618,619.]

The final paragraph of the paper quoted above was evidently
intended by its franier for the sig-natiire of the President as hisaceeptanee of the jn'oposition made in behalf of the State authorities, bitt the
President adopted anotlier and a modified foi'm of acce])tance, as is
shown by his own manuscript indorsement on the l)ack of the paper.
This indorsement, dated November 6, 1861, reads as follows:
[Indorsement.]

November

6,

1861.

This plan apjiroved, with the modification that the governor stipulates that when
he commissions a majoi-general of militia it shall be the same person at the time in
command of the United States Department of the West; and in case the United States
shall change such commander of the department, he (the governor) will revoke the
State commission given to the person relieveil and give one to the person substituted
to the United States command of said department.
A. Lincoln.
[Ibid., pp. 619. (>20.]

The acceptance l)v the United States of the proposition of the State
authorities, as modified by the President, was published in general
orders from the ^^^lr Department, of which the foUovving is a copy:
Gener.\l Orders, \
No. 96.
Authority to raise a force

War

)

of

Department, Ad.jctant-Genicral's Office,
]Vitsltinglon, Xorember 7, 1861.
State militia to serve during the war is granted, by

direction of the President, to the governor of Missouri.
This force is to cooperate
with the troojis in the service of the United States in repelling the invasion of the
S'tate of Mis.souri and in sui)pressing rebellion therein.
It is to be held in camp and
in the field, drilled, disciplined, and governed, according to the Regulations of the
United States Arnn-, and subject to the Articles of War. But it is not to be ordered
out of the State of Missouri exce]»t for the innnediate defense of the said State.
The State forces thus authorized will be, during such time as they shall be actually
engaged as an embodied military force in active ser\ace, armed, equipi)ed, clothed,
sulisisted, transported, and paiil by the United States, in accordance with tlie Regulations of the United States Armv and such orders as mav from time to time be
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issued from the AVar Dei>artuient, and in no other manner; and they shall be considered as disbanded from the service of the United States whenever the President

may

so direct.

In connection with this force the governor

is

authorized to appoint the following

who will l)e recognized and paid by the United States, to wit: One majorgeneral, to command the whole of the State forces brought into service, who shall
be the same person appointed by the President to command the United States Mili-

officers,

Department of the West, and shall retain his commission as major-general of
the State forces only during his coniman<l of the said department; 1 adjutant-general,
1 inspector-general, and I quartermaster-general, each with the rank and pay of a
colonel of cavalry; 3 aides-de-camp to the governor, each with the rank and pay of
a colonel of infantry; brigadier-generals at the rate of 1 to a brigade of not less than
4 regiments; and division, brigade, and regimental staff officers not to exceed in
numbers those provided for in the organization prescribed by the act approved.
July 22, 1861, "For the employment of volunteers," nor to be more highly compensated by the United States, whatever their nominal rank in the State service, than
officers performing the same duties under that act.
The field officers of a regiment to be 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, and 1 major;
and the officers of a company to be 1 captain, 1 first and 1 second lieutenant.
When officers of the said State forces shall act in conjunction with officers of the
United States Army of the same grade the latter shall command the combined force.
xill disbursements of money made to these troops, or in consequence of their
employment by the United States, shall be made by disbursing officers of the United
States Army, assigned by the War Department, or specially appointed l)y the President for that purpose, who will make their requisitions upon the different supply
departments in the same manner for the Missouri State forces as similar requisitions
are made for other volunteer troops in the service of the United States.
The Secretary of War will cause any additional regulations that may be necessary
lor the purpose of promoting economy, insuring regularity of returns, and protecting
the United States from fraudulent practices to be adopted and published for the
government of the said State forces, and the same will be obeyed and observed by all
in office under the authority of the State of Missouri.
tary

By

order:

Julius P. Garesche,
^isshfant
[Official

Records

of the

Union and Confederate Armies,

.1

djutunt- General.

Series

I,

Vol. Ill, pp.

565,566.]

On November 25, 1861, a general order [No. 1] was issued by the
governor of the State, in which he published the ''arrangement"
entered into between the State and the United States authorities,
quoting General Orders, No. 9(3, from the War Department, and
announcing the appointment of Major-General Halleck, the commanding general, Department of the Missouri, as "major-general of the
Missouri State Militia." Omitting the ciuotation of General Orders,
No. 90, the order reads as follows:
General Orders,
No.
*

1.

Headquarters Missouri State Militia,

\

St.

j

*

*

*

•

*

Louis, Norember 35, 1861.

*

*

This arrangement has been made in order to secure to the troops raised for the
purpose of suppressing insurrection in, and repelling invasion of, the State of Missouri the same compensation as that received by the United States Volunteers.
To the end that the State militia may be placed as nearly as possible upon the
same footing with the United States Vohmteers, the organization will be made the
same, as follows, viz:
Each regiment shall have one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, one major, one
adjutant (a lieutenant), one quartermaster (a lieutenant), one surgeon and one
assistant surgeon, one sergeant-major, one quartermaster-sergeant, one commissarysergeant, and two principal musicians, and shall be composed of J;en companies, each
company to consist of one captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, one
first sergeant, four sergeants, eight corporals, two nuisicians, one wagoner, and from
sixty-four to eighty-two privates.
This force to be organized into brio;ades of not less than four regiments each; each

"

MISSOURI TROOPS

24

UNION.

brigade to have one brigadier-general, two aides-de-camp, one assistant adjutantgeneral with tlie rank of captain; one surgeon, one assistant quartermaster, and one
commissary of subsistence (captains).
The company ollicers are to be elected by their respective companies, and tlie field
and staff oHit-ers apiH)inted by the govei-nor.
The troops already organized under the call of the cxct'utive of the State can have
the benefits of the arrangement made with the Government of the United States by
increasing the numbers in companies and regiments to the requirements of the
arrangement, and lieing mustered into ser\ice for the war, according to its terms,
their officers having the rank tliey now liold.
Maj. Gen. Henry W. llalleck, of the United States Army, has been appointed and
commissioned major-general of the Missouri State Militia.
It.

[Book No.

923,

Department

of the Missouri,

K. Gamkle, GovcDior of Miswuri.

jip. 2, 3.]

Brig. Gen. John M. Scholield, United States Volunteers, was
appointed a brioadier-o-eneral of the Missouri State Militia, and in an
order, of which the following is a copy, he was "placed in command

of

all

the militia of the State:

Gexer.\l Orders, \
Headqiwrters Missoiri State Militia,
Xo. 1.
St. Louis, Xoremltcr J7, 1861.
Brig. Gen. John ]\[. Schofiekl, of the United States Volunteers, having been appointeil
and commissioned brigadier-general of the Missouri State Militia, is hereby placed in
I

command

^

of all the militia of the State.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-(Tcneral, Missouri State Militia.
[Ibid., p. 4.]

On the '2U{h of November, 18(51, an order was issued by General
Schotield assuming command of the State Militia and announcing that
the organization of the "State forces," according to the arrangement
entered into between the President and the governor of Missouri,
Avoidd be prosecuted as rapidly as possible.
Following is a copy of
the order:
General Orders, \

Headquarters Missouri Militia,
No. 1.
St. Louis, Xorember :.'9, 1S61.
J
I. In compliance with orders from Major-tJeneral llalleck, of the Missouri Militia,
dated St. Louis, November 27, 1861, I herebv assume i-ommand of all the militia of
the State.
II. The organization of the State forces and their nuister into service, according to
the terms of the arrangement entered into between the President of the United
States and the governor of Missouri, will be prosecuted as rapidly as possible.
Mustering otlicers will l)e appointed and rendezvous designated from time to time as
circumstances may ret|uire.
III. MusteriuiT otlitn-rs will be strictly guided bv the regulations published herewith'.

IV. A strict observance of the Army Regulations will be re(]uired of all troops
mustered into the service of the State. Ordnance, quartermaster, and subsistence
stores will be issued only upon requisitions, in due form, made by the proper officers.
All officers will be retpiired to render their accounts promptly ami ai'curately.
V. Officers commanding troops now in the State service will make returns of their
respective commands to the adjutant-general of the State innnediately, and iiereafter

on the

last

day

of

every month.
J.

M. SCHOFIELD,

Bri(jai1ier-General Commainllng.
[Ibid., p. 4.]

On the same dfite, November 2!». IStJl. (ieneral Schotield pul)lished
detaiUnl instructions for the organization and nuister in of the Missouri
State Militia, the preparation and distribution of muster-in rolls, the
subsistence of the troops, and the issue of clothing, camp and garrison
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This w;is done in a general order of which the follow-

equipage, etc.
ing- is a copy:
General Orders,
No.

2.

25

\

Headquarters

i

Miss<h"ri .State Militia,
St. Loui.% Xorember 29, 1861.

The following

instructions are issued for the information and government of
all others interested:
II. Whenever a number of individuals, between the ages of eighteen (18) and
forty-five (45) years, not less than eighty-three (83) nor more than one hunclred and
one (101) shall desire to volunteer as a company into the military service of the
State, to serve for the term of during the war in the State of ^lissouri, from the date
of organization unless sooner discharged, the inspector-general, his assistant, or some
other officer designated to muster them, having been furnished with a complete roll
of the men to be mustered, which he will verify by calling their names and be assured
that all are present, and cause each and every individual to hold up his naked right
hand, he will administer the following oath:
"You, each and every one of you, do solemnly swear that you will honestly and
faithfully serve the State of Missouri against all her enemies, and that you will do
your utmost to sustain the Constitution and laws of the United States, and of this
State, against all violence of whatsoever kind or description; and you do further
swear that you will well and truly execute and ol^ey the lawful orders of all officers
properly placed over you, whilst on duty, so help you God."
The oath having been administered as aliove, the mustering officer will then direct
the company to go into an election of one captain, one first lieutenant, and one second
lieutenant, and preside over (superintend) such election.
The officers having been
properly elected, the captain will appoint the ninicommissioned officers, musicians,
and a wagoner; and the nuistering officer will then muster the company into the
service of the State.
I.

mustering

officers

and

CAPTION OF muster ROLLS FOR MUSTER INTO SERVICE.
III. Muster roll of Captain
Company (A), in the
Regiment
of Missouri Militia, commanded by Colonel
called into the service of
the State of ^lissouri by the governor, to serve for the term of during the war in
Missouri from the date of organization unless sooner discharged.
,

,

NUMBER OF ROLLS TO BE MADE.
IV. For muster into service there will be four copies of muster rolls, viz, one for
the captain, one for the Adjutant-General at Washington, one for the adjutant-general
and one for the inspector-general of the State of ^lissouri.
PILLING UP THE MUSTER ROLL.^.

V. In making mustei' rolls, give two lines to each commissioned officer, and leave
a blank line between lieutenants and sergeants, between sergeants and corporals, and
so of the grades below.
VI. Number (in the marginal column only) the captain, I; first lieutenant, 1; second lieutenant, 1; sergeants, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; corporals, 1. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8; musicians,
I, 2; wagoner, 1; privates, I, 2, 3, 4, and so on, in alphabetical order.
Every grade
on any roll will commence with No. 1, and the recapitulation will show the corresponding number of each grade.
VII. The Christian name, or the first one, as "John B. Smith," must, in all cases,
be written in full, not the first letter of it.
VIII.. The mustering officer will deliver to the captain one muster roll of his company; the others (three in number) will be sent to the adjutant-general of the State.
IX. For periodical payments there will be six copies of the muster roll, four as
al)ove, and two for the })aymaster.
X. The rolls of field and staff will embrace the names of the colonel, lieutenantcolonel, major, adjutant (one of the company lieutenants), regimental quartermaster
(one of the company lieutenants), surgeon, assistant surgeons, sergeant-major, regimental quartermaster-sergeant, regimental commissary-sergeant, hospital steward,
and two principal musicians.
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OF SUBSISTENCE STORES.

XI. Returns for issues to companies will he made by the captains (see Form 13,
Regulations), and, as tliis is the only mode by which subsistence stores can be issued
Returns for issue to
to companies, othcers should inform themselves without delay.
companies will, when practit-able, be consolidated for the regiment. (See Form 14.)
ISSUES OF CLOTHING,

CAMP

A.N'l)

OAKUISOX EQUIPAliE.

XII. Requisitions for issue to c(nnpanies will be made by the captains by special
requisitions (see Form 40).
The number and articles should be written in the body
It is desirable that requisitions for clothing and reiiuisitions for
of the requisition.
I'amp and garrison equipage should be sei)arate for a company equipped for the tirst
time.
ISSUES OF ORDXAN'CE

AND OKOXAXCE

STORES.

XIII. Requisitions for issues to companies will l^e made In- the captains (see Form
The forms referred to in this order will be found in the series of numbers,
under the heads of the several departments referred to in the Revised Regulations,
and blank returns will be furnished by the mustering otftcer.
XIV. Volunteers are not to be less than IS nor more than 45 years of age. Some
exceptions may be made for overage in commissioned othcers, provided they be
physically robust and active, and in all other respects well qualified; but in this the
mustering otiicer must exercise a souiiil and rigid judgment.
XV. All officers and men must be sound and active, free from all malformations,
23).

defects of sight, hearing,

and diseases

of

^

any kind.

J.

M. SCHOFIELD,

Briijadier-General,

Commanding.

[Ibid., pp. 5-7.]

On December
General Orders,
Ko.

3.

\

2.

1801. tidditional instructions were

i.^^sued.

as follows:

Headquarters Missouri Militia,
St.

i

Louis, December ^, 1861.

The following

instructions, in addition to those published in General Orders,
No. 2, from these headquarters, are issued for the government of nuistering otlicers
and all others interested:
II. Innuediately after a company is nuistered into service the mastering officer will
furnish the captain of the company with a certificate of the nnister, giving the name
ttf the captain, the number of officers, and niunber of enlisted men in the company,
and the date of muster.
III. The captains of comjiauies will make requisitions for subsistence, arms and
anunuuition, clothing, and camii and garrison ccpiipage upon the Ignited States
connnissary, ordnance officer, and (juartermaster at the nearest (or most convenient)
post to the place where the troops are stationed.
IV. Duplicates of re(piisitit>ns for ordnance or (luartermaster stores will be forwarded immediately to the adjutant-general of the State.
V. Clustering officers will make duplicate returns (see form of monthly return) of
every company mustereil, forwarding one copy innuediately to the adjutant-general
and one for the captain of the company.
VI. All mounted companies will be received provided their horses are good and
The horses and horse e<iuipments will l)e inspected and appraised as
serviceable.
follows:
VII. The nuistering orticer and captains of companies will select three respectable
and impartial men, good judges of the value of horses, and not members of any company nor owning or having interest in any horse therein, to appraise the horses and
The valuation will be the fair cash price at the place and time,
liorse equipages.
what the judges would ])e willing to give were they inirchasing for themselves. And
the assessed value for horses and horse equipments the two sej^arate will be put
on the muster roll opposite the ownei"s' names, and the appraisers, being sworn by
the nuistering officers, will sign the certificate for that purpose on the roll of nnister
into servii-e, and the valuation will be continueil on the subsequent rolls.
VIII. Every man should be the owner of tlie horse in his use. Xo one belonging
to the command conqniny or regiment) can be the owner of, or in any manner have
interest in, the hovse in use of another.
I.

—

—

i

J.

M. Schofield,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
[Ibid., pp. 7,8.]
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And on Deconil)or IH, ISOl, further instructions wore g-iven in an
order, of which the following- is a copy:
General Orders,
No.

The

5.

Headquarters

\

jNIissouri
SI.

I

State Militia,

Louis, December Id, 1861.

lie observed ])y ])ost (juartermasters and conimissaovganizing State troops:
I. Any officer authoi'ized by the eonunander in ehief to raise troops for the State
service may enroll men and administer to them the cnstoniary oath whereby the
men will bind themselves to the service of the State during the war, unless sooner
discharged.
II. The post (luartermaster and commissary at the nearest post to the place where
the troops are organizing will issue subsistence, clothing, blankets, and camp equipage
to men enrolled and sworn in, as prescribed above, upon the requisition of the otficer
empowered to enroll and administer the oath, with a certificate showing that the
men are actually in service and have not drawn any of the articles mentioned in the
requisition for the time specified.
III. "When the number of men enrolled In- any one officer shall be sufficient to
constitute a company notice shall be given by such officer to the nearest mustering
officer, who will, as soon as jiracticable, regularly organize and master into service
such company.
After a company is mustered into service its subsistence will be drawn from a
United States commissary, as prescribed in General Orders, Nos. 2 and 3.
IV. Arms will not be issued except to full companies mustered into service.
All requisitions for arms must bear the certificate of the mustering officer that the
company has been regularly mustered into the service, and must be sent to headquarters for the approval of the commanding general.
The sup])ly of arms being at present somewhat less than the demand, the men
entering the service will bring with them such arms as they .may have or can procure
for use until they can be supplied by the Government.
The supply of arms will
very soon be amj^le.
V. Post commissaries will not issue the full rations prescribed by the United States
Army Regulations, but a sufficiency of good, wholesome food, such as meat, flour or
corn meal, and potatoes, which can be purchased near the post at moderate prices.
The men are to be supplied, after being enrolled and until mustered into service by
companies, with the necessary amount of food for their health and comfort at the
least possilile expense to the State; after being mustered, the United States will furnish full rations.
By order of J. M. Schofield. brigadier-general, commanding:

ries

followin<T repfulations will

and

officers engacred in

C.

W. Marsh,

Assistant Adjtitant-General.

[Ibid., pp.9, 10.]

By an act of Cong-re.ss approved FebruaiT 13, 1S6'2, entitled '^An act
making- appropriation for completing the defenses of Washington, and
for other purposes," it was provided:
Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That no volunteers or militia from any State or
Territory shall be mustered into the service of the United States on any terms or
conditions confining their service to the limits of said State or Territory, or their
vicinities, beyond the number of 10,000 in the State of ^Missouri and -1,500 in the
State of Maryland, heretofore authorized by the President of the United States, or
Secretary of War, t(^ be raised in said States.

*******

Approved, February

[12 Stat. L., p. 339.]

13, 1862.
.

"
1862. the number of men enlisted '• for the State service
having- reached the limit authorized liy law. General Scholield issued
the following order:

On April

1,

General Orders, \
No.

S.

J

Headquarters Missouri State Militia,
St. Louis, Mo., Aprd 1, 1862.

The number of men enlisted for the State service having reached the limit authorby Congress, all recruiting will cease excepting such as may l)e necessary to

ized

complete the following organizations, viz:
Colonels. Hall and Peiiick, St. Joseph, Mo., 20 companies infantry and cavalry;
Colonel ]\IcFerran. (Jallatin, Mo., U) companies infantry and cavalry: Lieutenant-
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Colonel ("atluTwood, Cameron, Mo., 6 companies infantry ami cavalry; LieutenantColonel Kinu;, Chillicothe, Mo., 6 companies infantry and cavalry; Lieutenant-Colonel
Crane, Alexandria. Mo., S companies infantry and cavalry: Lieutenant-Colonel
Guitar, Columbia, Mo., 8 companies infantry and cavalry; Lieutenant-Colonel Gilstrap. Hudson, Mo., 6 companies infantry and cavalry; Lieutenant-Colonel Lipscomb, Palmyra, Mo., (> companies; Lieutenant-Colonel Neville, Chillicothe, Mo., 4
companies; Lieutenant-Colonel Smart, Louisiana, Mo., 6 companies; Colonel
McClurg, Lime Creek, Mo., 10 companies; Colonel Philips, Georgetown, Mo., 6 companies infantry; at SpringHeld, Mo., 6 companies infantry; at Ironton, Mo., 3 comcompanies infantry; at Jefferson City, Mo., 2
panies infantry; at Kansas City, Mo.,
companies infantry; at Greenville, Mo., 2 companies infantry; at Boonville, Mo., 6
companies.
AVhenever the number of parts of companies mustered for a particular Ijattalion or
regiment is greater than tlie number of full companies allowed, the jiarts must be
Unassigned recruits will be disunited .so as to reduce the number to the limit.
tributed among the various companies.
When a company is formed of two parts already mustered in, with first lieutenants,
in the election of captain the company will be restricted to a choice between the two

—

lieutenants.

By

order of Brigadier-General Schotield:
C.

[Book Xo.

92.S,

Department

W.

]Marsh,

As!<i.'<fa)it

A<ljidaut-(ifneral.

of the Missouri, pp. 20,21.]

Notwithstanding- the restrictions imposed in General Schotield's
order, the enlistments for the Missouri State Milit]^ reached an agg-regate of more than 13,00(». and it Ijecame nece.ssarv to reduce the force
Accordingly, on the 16th of May,
to the limit prescribed bv law.
18<12. a circular order was issued by General Schotield, of which the
following- is a copy:
Headquarters Missouri State Militia,

CiRCULAK.]

St.

Louis, Mo., Mai/ 16, 1862.

act of Congress which authorizes the governor of the State of ^Missouri to
raise a force of State militia to serve during the war, to be disciplined and governed,
armed, equipped, clothed, subsisted, transported, and paid by the United States, in
accordance with the regulations of the United States Army, also provided that this
The deinity paymaster of the Department
force shall not exceed in number 10,000.
having received orders not to pay over the number i>rovided by the act referred to,
it is desirable that the force now in the service of the State shall be redui'ed to the

The

limit prescribed by law.
In this view the commanding officers of regiments and battalions are instructed,
and medical officers are directed, to have the men of their commands critically
examined as to their physical ability and furnish certificates of disability for all such
as are found to lie incajtable of performing the duties of a soldier in camp and in the
field.

And commanding

officers will report to these

headquarters

all

such

men

as are,

from insubordinate and disorderly conduct, habitual drunkenness, or from any cause,
unlit for the service, that they may sunnnarily be discharged by the commander in
chief.

By

order of Brigadier-! ieneral SchofieUl:
C. AV.

Marsh, Asshimd

Adjulaiit-deiieral.

[Ibid., p. 28.]

in the reduction of the force to the authorized
connection with the excess in the number of enlistments, was the subject of a report by the War Department in response
Following is a copy of the report:
to a Senate resohition.

There was some delay

limit,

which,

in

War

»

U'o.tliiiK/toii City,

Department,
Fehruar;/ 16, 1863.

Hon. Hannibal Hami.ix,
Vice-President of the I'nited States.
Sir: In reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 16th ultimo, calling for information as to whether "the limitation in the third section of the act to authorize the
State of ;Mis.souri to raise 10,000 troojjs for local defense, apjiroved February ]:^, 1862,

has been exceeded, and

if

so,

by whose authority such excess has been allowed,"

I

.
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have the honor to transmit herewith a letter from the Adjutant-General, of the 14th
instant, inclosing a report upon this subject, of date the 6th instant, from the acting
adjutant-general of Missouri.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Edwin M. Stanton,
SearJari/ of

]\'<ir.

[Inelosnre.]

War

Department, Adjutant-General's Office,
Waslduffton, Fehruarij 14, 1863.

Hon

E. 31. Stanton,
Secretary of W(tr.

Sir: In answer to a call of the Senate, of date the 16th ultimo (copy herewith),
in relation to troops for local defense in the State of Missouri, and which was referred
to this office for report, I have the honor to submit a communication from the
adjutant-general of Missouri, of date the 6th instant, which supplies the infdrmatiou

asked

for.

I

am,

sir,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D.

Townsend,

Assistant Adjutant-General
[Subiiifldsiire.]

Headquarters State of Missouri,
Ad.tutant-General's Office,
St. Tjouis, February 6, 1863.
Col.

Thomas M. Vincent,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

Wash'mgum, D.

C.

Sir: I am directed by his excellency the govenor, in answer to your communication of the 26th ultimo relative to the excess of troops raised by 5lissouri for local
defense, to reply as follows:
Previous ti) the act of Congress limiting the numl)er of troops to 10,000, Governor

Gaml>le had made an arrangement with the President whereViy he was authorized to
(not being limited to any sjiecific number) a military force, to be armed,
equipped, clothed, subsisted, transported, and paiil by the United States during such
time as they should Ije actually engaged as an eml^odied military force in service.
(See Senate Ex. Doc. No. 6, Thirty-seventh Congress, second session, and tieneral
Orders, Xo. 96, "War Department, series 1861.)
In accordance with this agreement the organization of this force was commenced
in November, 1861 (see copy of General Orders, No. 1, Headquarters State Militia,
November 25, 1861, herewith inclosed, marked A") and authority given to parties to
recruit for companies and regiments all over the State, and at the time of the passage
of the act of Congress limiting the nund)er to be raised over 13,000 men were enlisted.
Prefiarations were immediately made by the governor, on the receipt of the order
limiting the number, to muster out the surplus; and this was being done when the
following communication was received from the Adjutant-General.
raise

,

"Ad.iutant-General's Office,
Washington, June 23, 1862.
'

'

"His Excellency the Governor of Missouri,
'SSV.

Louis, Mo.

" Sir: It having been represented at this office that some three regiments of State
militia have been raised in your State in excess of the number authorized by Congress, I am instructed to inform you that these extra troops will be received into the
general service of the I'nited States, provided such is their wish. If they do not
desire to come into the general service they will be disbanded.
"I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

"L. Thomas,

Adjutant-General.''''

An

order was immediately issued to the commanding officers of regiments (copy
inclosed, marked C) directing a report to be made to these headquarters of those
who desired to be mustered into the United States service. Through their commanding officers the troops expressed an unwillingness to enter the service as United
States volunteers.

The governor then ordered that the surplus force be dislmnded, but Brig. Gen. J. M.
commanding the District of Missouri, protested against it on the

Schofield, then

ground

of the small force of

United States troops in his

"Here omitted; but

command and

see pp. 23, 24.

the threaten-

^
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ing a.spec't i)f affairs^ in the State at that time; and the governor, at the recjue.st of the
general coninianihng, telegraphed to the War Department informing the authorities
of his intention to di.sband the surplnt?, and also the reasons urged by General Schoiield that it should not be done, and received a reply from the (leneral in Chief of the
Army, of whit'h the following is a copy:
''

Washincton,

I).

C, August

lo, 1862.

"His Excellency (tovernor Gamble:
''The Secretary of War consents to your retaining in service the surplus militia, at
least for the present; that all preparation should be made for the draft, and the (]uestion of postponement will be decided hereafter.

"H. W. Halleck,

General

in Chief.'

The

foregoing is the authority by which the surplus militia was retained in service
during the time the necessity existed for it.
As soon as the exigencies of the service would admit orders were issued to reduce
the force to the proi)er number, and by the last consolidated return (for Deceml)er)
forwarded from this office the aggregate is 10,370.
An order will be issued in a few days breaking up four of the regiments and distributing the companies among the other regiments to bring them to the standard of
twelve companies each, as required by act of Congress approved July 17, 1862, and
General Orders, No. 126, War Department, 1861.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. D. AVood,
Colonel and Aide-de-Carnp, Acting Adjutant-General.

C.

General Orders,

Headquarters State of Missouri,

]

Adjutant-General's Office,

>

No.

29.

St.

j

The following communication from the War Department
mation of

all

concerned

is

Louis, June 30, 1862.
published for the infor-

'
:

to comply with the above requirements the officer commilitia now in service will, without delay, ascertain and
report to the adjutant-general of the State, through the commanding officer of his
regiment or battalion, the officers and the number of men of his company who are
willing to be mustered into the service of the United States as volunteers for "three

To enable the governor
manding each cf)mpany of

years or during the war."
By order of the Commander in Chief:

Wm.
Colonel
[Official

and Acting

D.

Wood,

^[djuta)it-General.

Eecords of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

III, Vol. Ill, pp.

52-54.]

In connection with the subject of the reduction of the Missouri
Militia and its reoroanization into reg-huents of 12 companies
under the pro^•isi()ns of the act of Congress approved Jul}' IT.
the adjutant-general of the State said in his annual report of
(p.

State
each,
1862,

1803

m-

The

resolution of Congress which contirnied the agreement between your excellency and the President in reference to the raising of the "Missouri State Militia,"
provide<l that the force should not exceed 10,000 men; and as the number which was
enlisted prior to June, 1862, had exceeded that amount by some 3,000, and as the
only refluctions during that year had been such as are incident to the ordinary casualties of the service, and a muster out of a portion of the Eleventh Cavalry, ^Missouri
State Militia, upon its consolidation with the Second and a portion of the First and
Second battalions, and, furthermore, as orders from the War Department had been
issued re(juiring that all cavalry regiments should consist of 12 companies, it l)ecame
necessary that a plan of consolidation should be adopted in conformity thereto.
With this view, the following oi-der was issued, and, with the exception of so much
of it as refers to the breaking up and distribution of the Fifth Regiment and the
transfer of Captain Burris's

"Here omitted.

See

company, was carried into

Thomas

to

effect:

governor of Missouri, June

23, 1862,

i>.
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I

"No.

5.
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"St. Louis, February S, 1863.

j

"I. In compliance with an act of Congres-^, 'approved July 17, 1862,' and General
Orders, No. 126, series 1862, from the War Department, the following consolidation
of the regiments composing the Missouri State Militia, organized under (reneral
Orders, No. 96, War Department, series 1861, are announced for the information of
all

concerned:

The Third Regiment oi Cavalry, M. S. M., is hereby broken up, and the
same will be attached and distributed as follows:
" Four companies to be attached and one company to be distributed among the

"First.

10 companies belonging to the

Sixth Cavalry, M. S.'M.
" Four companies to be attached and one company to be distributed among the
Seventh Cavalry, M. S. M.
"Second. The Fifth Regiment of Cavalry, M. S. M., is hereby broken up, and the
10 companies belonging to the same will be attached and distributed as follows:
"Three companies to be attached and two comiaanies to l)e distributed among the
First Cavalry, M. S. M.
"Four companies to be attached and one company to be distributed among the
Ninth Cavalry, M. S. M.
"Third. The Twelfth Regiment of Cavalry, M. S. M., is hereby broken up, and
the 8 companies belonging to the same will be attached and distributed as follows:
"Three companies to be attached to the Tenth Cavalry, ]M. S. 'SI.
"Three companies to be attached and two companies to be distributed among the
Thirteenth Cavalry, M. S. M."
The Fifth Regiment, Colonel Penick, was subsequently mustered out of service, as
was also the remainder of the Second Battalion; thus the force was reduced to the
limit mentioned above.

may

here be remarked that l)ut one organization of the Missouri
Militia (the Schotield Light Artillery) was "received into the
general service of the United States" under the invitation extended in
the War Department letter of June 23, 1802, quoted above in the
report of the Secretary of War to the President of the Senate.
As was to be expected from the peculiar character of the Missouri
If
State Militia, a question soon arose as to its status in the service.
it was a military force in the service of the State of Missouri, the governor of the State w^as authorized to remove its officers, but if it was
in the military service of the United States, the President alone could
The right to the extra pay subseexercise the power of dismissal.
quently provided by Congress for officers of the volunteer forces who
should serve to the close of the war, the rights of l)oth officers and
enlisted men to pension, and the rights of enlisted men to the bounties
provided by law for enlistments and reenlistments in the United States
The question was first brought to the
service were also involved.
attention of the United States military authorities by Governor Gamble in a letter to Major-General Halleck, dated September 22, 1862.
That letter and the ensuing correspondence l)etween the governor and
It

State

the General in Chief are here quoted:
Headquarters Missouri State Militia,
St.

Louis, September 22, 1862.

Major-General Halleck.
General: I see that questions are about to arise here with some of the United
States officers which you can settle without difficulty before they assume an unpleasant aspect.
the character of the force which I raised as State militia under my
Besides that force I have proceeded to enroll the
entire militia of the State.
As yet you are the major-general of the State militia. General Schofield was commissioned Vjrigadier-general of the State militia, and the command was by your order
assigned to him. At that time there was no other militia organization than the
troops organized under the arrangement with the President.

You know

arrangement with the President.
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He is
Brigadier-General Davidson i^ now in command of the St. Louis District.
He claims the right to comofficer of volunteers, but not of the State militia.
mand the enrolled militia and to order them into service, they not now being in

an

actual service.

Questions arise in respect both to the force organized under my arrangement with
the President and the mass of militia enrolled.
I assert that the force I raised under my arrangement with the President is a State
The document tiled in the War Department
force and not a United States force.
signed by the President will determine this. That document provides that the force
to be raised shall l>e ordered to cooperate with the troojisin the .service of the United
The PresiStates, and determines what officer shall command the com))ined force.
dent in making the agreement stiinilated that the commanding general of the department shovdd be commissioned l)y the governor major-general of ttie State nulitia.
These ])rovisions as well as the whole tenor of the paper show the understanding
of the parties to be that the force was to be a State force, and it was only to prevent
a possible difficulty that the unity in the command was provided for by making the
same officer the general of both descriptions of forces.
I call your attention to this question now, not because any difficulty has arisen,
but to prevent its occurrence.

*«-»**«
Very

respectfully,

your obedient servant.

H. R. Gamble.
[Official

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

III, Vol. II, p. 579.]

W AsHi^GTOi<if September 21,
His Excellency Governor G.\mble, *S'/. Louis.
Governor: Yours of the 22d in relation to

command

of volunteers

and

1862.

militia

officers is received.
I
informed that the General Government has uniformly acted on the ground
that the clause of the Constitution (Art. I, sec. 8, p. 15) respecting the "appointment
of officers and the authority of training the militia" refers only to the otticers of the
organization under which they are brought into the service oi the United States, and
that the commanding or "governing such part of them as may l^e employed in the

am

service of the United States" belongsto the Federal Government; or, in other words,
may be "])rescribed by Congress." For example, when the militia of a State is
called into the service of the United States by regiments, the regimental officers must
be appointed by the State; so when called in by brigades, the brigade officers must
But it by no means follows that these regiments or brigades
also be so appointed.
when once in the service are to l)e commanded always and only Ijy officers so
appointed. On thecontrary, such organizations are to l)e "governed" orcommanded
as may be prescrilied by Congress; or, in the absence of any law on that.suliject, as
may be directed liy the President as Commander in Chief, always in conformity with
Thus, regiments of militia mustered into the
the" common law of nulitary usage.
service of the United States would be under the orders of a brigade conunander of
proper rank designated by law or by the President.
The act of July 17, 1862, conforms to the foregoing view of the constitutional proSection 2 of that act provides
vision and to the imiform practice of the Government.
that the nulitia when called into service "shall be organized in the mode prescribed
bv law for volunteers" that is, the organization must ])e l)y batteries and regiments;
and the officers of such batteries and regiments are to l)e appointed by the States,
but the l)rigade, division, and army corps commanders are to be appointed by the
President.
A familiar and effei'tive mode of testing the correctness of any construction of a
constitutional or legal provision is to consider the consequences of a different one.
Let us suppose that militia in the service of the United States can be commanded
only by officers a])pointed by the States, for this matter of command is the real quesSuppose a single battery, battalion, or regiment of militia lie called
tiori involved.
It could, under this view, be connuauded only by officers of the State
into service.
It might be attached to a brigade, division, or army corps
in which it was raised.
of regulars or volunteers, l)ut the generals of such conunands could give it no orders.
No use could be made of it until the particular State apjiointed an officer of higher
rank than the commantler of tlie corps and the Ignited States mustered him into servAgain, suppose there are 10 regiments from different States in the same corps,
ice.
there must be 10 distinct and independent conunanders to that corps, for the appointment must be by the States, respei'tively, and an officer ap))ointed by one State can
not command the militia of another State while in the service of the United States.

—
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can hardly be suppof?ed that the framers of the Constitution' intended to authorize
the use of tlie State mihtia in the service of the United States and at the same time
to put such restrictions upon tliat use as to render it impossible.
Let us now put this question to a practical test. The President, under the authority of the law of July 17, has called for a draft of 300,000 men from the militia of the
loyal States.
The men so drafted are to be organized into regiments by the several
States and mustered into the service of the Ignited States by regiments as organized
and othcered by the States respectively. What is to be done with these militia regiments when so mustered into the service of the United States? The law contemplates that they are to be used the same as any other troops in the United States and
to l)e assigned to brigades, divisions, and army corps under regular or volunteer commanders legally appointed by the President of the United States. But if State militia can be commanded only by officers appointed by the States, respectively, we have
twenty or thirty separate and independent organizations, which can not be made to
act in conjunction, and wliich are bound to obey only the orders of the officers
appointed by their own State. Couhl anyone imagine a more perfect state of military anarchy? Troops in the service of the United States, paid and subsisted by the
Such a
United States, and yet not "governed" orconunandedby the United States
construction of the "Constitution opens to us the shortest possible road to dissolution
and anarchy. I have no doubt that the practice of the Government in regard to the
militia in the service of the United States is in perfect accordance with the constitutional provision referred to, and that a l;)attery, battalion, or regiment of militia when
mustered into service can be connnanded by any officer of proper rank appointed by
the United States.
In regard to rank, the Army Regulations are very specific. Paragraph 9 provides
that officers connnissioned by the United States rank officei's of like grade commissioned by a State.
Adopting this view of the general question, we will now examine how far the terms
of the authority given by the President to the governor of Missotiri to raise militia
for the service of the United States excepts such forces from the general rule of command while in such service. This authority does not prescribe how this militia force
was to be received into the service of the United States, but it was in fact, under the
orders of the War Department, received by companies and regiments; and when four
regiments were received, the governor appointed a brigadier-general and brigade staff
It seems to have been the intention that when these troops were brigaded
officers.
they should have their own brigade commanders, and also that they should be subBtit it also
ject to the general command only of the commander of that department.
seems to have been understood that this militia force might be used in other ways
than as separate and distinct brigades and regiments and that the exigencies of the
service might require parts of it to serve in conjunction with other troops when the
militia officers were to be commanded by United States officers of the same grade.
In fact, this militia force has never served in the field by brigades, but by regiments
and companies or detaclfments, and where they act in a district or at a post or in
campaign "in conjunction " with other troops they must be commanded by the officer
highest in rank, whether he be a militia officer or not.
But you draw a distinction between a general of the Regular Army and of volunteers in regard to his right to command the Missouri Militia when acting in conjuncI do not think that such a distinction was intended by the
tion with other troops.
President's order, both regulars and volunteers being component parts of the Army.
If not so intendecl, it could not be admitted on the general rule as to conunand.
In regard to the other point presented in your letter, I agree with you that the
commanding officer of a military district can assume no command over the enrolled
State militia until the same is brought into the service of the United States.
Very respectfully, j'our obedient servant,
H. W. Halleck, General in Chief
It

I

[Ibid., pp. 591-593.]

He.^^dquarters of the Ak.viy,
Wnshington, October 3, 1862.

His Excellency H. R. Gamble,
Governor of Missouri,

St.

Louis.

Col. Albert Jackson, of the Twelfth Regiment of Cavalry, Missouri
State Militia, has appealed to the Secretary of War against the order of your excellency revoking his commission and discharging him from service. This case has
raised an important question in regard to the aitthority of the governors of States
over the parts of the militia of those States which are received into the service of the

Governor:

S.

Doc. 412

3

MISSOURI TROOPS

34
United States.
convey to you

UIHON.

The whole matter has been duly

considered, and

I

am

directed to

views of the Department.
As steted in my letter to you of the 27th ultimo, it is believed that the Coiii^titution
has given to Congress the entire "governing" of the State militia while in the service
The control of a State over that part of its militia which enters
of the United States.
It
the service of the United States ceases the moment it is mustered into that service.
By these laws and by the Reguis then governeti by the laws of the United States.
lations of the Army, maile in pursuance of an act of Congress, the power to try, punish, or dismiss an officer of State militia in the service of the I'nited States is vested
No such j^ower has
in the President and in certain officers of the United States.
been given to a governor of a State over such troops. The act of (^ongress regulating
the government of militia in the service of the United States places them on the same
tiie

A militia officer in service,
footing as to government or connnand as volunteers.
therefore, can be discharged from the service only by the President or those acting
under his authority. A State governor can till the vacancy so created, but he can
not himself create the vacancy.
This, I think, will be admitted to be the general rule under the law.
Does the
tiuthority conferred by the President on the governor of Missouri except the militia
of that State in the service of the United States from the operation of this rule? That
document says: "It (the militia) is to be held in camps and in the field, drilled,
•disciplined, and governed, according to the Regulations of the United States Army
and subject to the Articles of War." Again, "They shall be considered as disbanded
fi'om the service of the United States whenever the President shall so direct."
During such time as they shall be actually engaged as an embodied force in active
service, "and they are to be armed, equipped, clothed, subs^ted, transported, and
paid Ijy the United States."
The War Department is of opinion that the militia of ]Missi>uri which have been
mustered into service under this authority and not disl)anded or nuistered out by
direction of the President are in "the service of the United States," and that they
must be "governed " as j^rescribed ])y Congress for militia so in service, except where
otherwise stipulated in the special authority given to the governor of ^Missouri. It
is stipulated that the governor is authorized to appoint certain officers of such militia; but he is nowhere authorized to try, punish, and discharge or otherwise "govern" and "discipline" the officers of "the State militia while in the service of the
United States. This can be done only in the manner prescribed, and by the officers
designated, in the Rules and Articles of War and in the Regulations of the United
States Army.
The Secretary of War has therefore decided that your order discharging Colonel
Jackson from the service of the United States was given without authority of law.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H.

\V.

Halleck, General

in Chief.

[Ibid., pp. 646,647.]
St. Louis, October 10, 1862.

Major-General Halleck,
(ieneral in Odcf.

Ctener.\l: I have received your letter of the 27th of September, in answer to mine
I delayed a reply until the receipt of yours of the 3d instant rendered a
of the 22d.
reply necessary.
I confess that upon reading yours of the 27th September (which has been published
In
letter, to which
in the newspapere) I was greatly surprised at its contents.
it purports to l)e an answer, I had spoken of a particular body of troops raised by me
under an agreement with the President and referring you to the terms of that agreement. I asked the question whether they were to be regarded as State troops or
United States troops. 1 asserted that they were State troops. In your answer you
proceed to show that militia called into the service of the United States are to be
officered by the State according to the organizations called for, but may be commanded l)y officers of a higher grade or higher organization belonging to either the
regular or volunteer service of the United States; that is, if the call U]H)n the State
be for regiments the State authorities commission the officers of the regiments, but
the brigade conuiianders are designated l\v tlie President under the law. The principle youassume would, in its application to a call for militia In- brigades, allow the
State authorities to appoint brigadiers, leaving division conimanders to be designated
by the President.
You proceed at great length to show the great inconveniences, if not absurdities,
resulting from any other rule for the command of the militia in the service of the
United States, and, finally, you apply the rule to the particular force about which I
asked the (]uestion by assuming that the force is in the service of the United States.

my
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The

surprise produced by your reply, general, was not on account of the novelty
your positions, but on account of tfieir utter irrelevancy to the question which I
I never doubted the authority of United
had submitted to your consideration.
States generals to command regiments of militia called into the service of the United
My question concerned a special corps of militia raised under a
States as regiments.
special agreement with the President, in relation to which I sought no other advantage than that the expense should be borne by the United States, because the State
could not meet it. It was l)ut natural that I shoulci expect that my question whether
this corps raised under the agreement is a United States force or a State force
should
be answered "by an examination and construction of the written agreement.
That agreement is in the form of a proposal ]>y the governor to raise a force of State
militia for the declared purpose of cooperating with the troops in the service of th^e
United States in repelling invasion and suppressing insurrection within the State.
The purpose of cooperating with troops in the service of the United States clearly
indicates that the force to be raised is not itself in that service.
Moreover, it is stipulated that the force to be raised "shall be ordered by the governor to cooperate with
the troops in the service of the United States in military operations." Can it have
been the understanding of the parties that this force, which was to cooperate with the
troops in the service of the United States, and was to be ordered by the governor thus
to cooperate, was itself to be in the service of the United States? It is impossible to
It is provided that in case of such union of the two descriptions of forces
believe it.
" the combined force " shall be commanded by the United States officer. Are the
two forces, thus combined, both in the service of the United States? If so, what is
of

—
—

the sense of the stipulation?
The force to be raised by the governor as State milita is " to be held in the camp
and in the tield, drilled, disciplined, and governed according to the Army RegulaIf the force is to be in the service of the
tions and sul)ject to the Articles of War."
United States this is all solemnly expressed nonsense, because the Regulations and
Articles of War would be the law for its government without any such stipulation.
But the clause has meaning and force when we find in the militia ordinance of the
State the provision "that when the militia shall be called into the actual service of
the State the officers and men shall be subject to the same Rules and Regulations and
Articles of War that govern the armies of the United States."
The document announces to the President the rule by which the contemplated
force is to be governe<l, while the government is still to be by the State authorities

under their own law.
Again, the instrument provides that the troops to be raised "shall be armed,
equipped, clothed, subsisted, transported, and paid by the United States." It is
suggested that the parties making the agreement knew that troops in the service of
the United States would be armed, equipped, clothed, ])aid, etc., by the United
States, as a matter of course, without any stipulation to that effect, and that therefore this stipulation was inserted for the reason that the force to be raised, being a
In other
State force, needed this stipulation to be secure in respect to their pay, etc.
words, this part of the agreement shows that the parties considered the force a State
force and not a United States force, and that therefore this was a necessary provision
in the contract.
The provision for paying certain officers on the general State staff by the United
States, because they were necessary in the relations which this force was to sustain
to the Uniteil States, proves beyond doubt that the force was not to sustain the relation to the Government borne by troops in its service.
The provision "that because the money to be disbursed was to be money of the
United States, therefore such staff officers in the service of the United States as may
be necessary to act as disbursing officers for the State militia shall be assigned by the
War Department for that duty, or, if they can not be spared from their present duty,
the governor will appoint such persons disbursing officers for the State militia as the
President may designate," proves beyond doubt that this was not to be a United
The President never would have consented to have his disbursing
States force.
officers appointed by the governor.
The paper when submitted to the President received his approval, but he thought
The general
it best to consult General McClellen before perfecting the agreement.
objected to it, and, being sent for by the President, came to the Executive Mansion,
where his objection was stated in my presence. The chief objection was that difficulties might arise from a difference in command, and he stated the mode of av(ii(iing them by the governor making the general of the department the major-general
of the State militia.
This very objection admits the force to be not a United States
force, but a State force, because if it had been supposed that it was to be a United
States force it would have been infinitely absurd to stipulate that I should commission the United States general of the department the commanding general of this
force.
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As? my sole desiirn was to raise a force suited by familiarity with the country to
meet the enemy, then si)read over the State, 1 agreetl to General MeClellan's proposed amendment rtithout a moment's hesitation. 1 sought for myself neither power
nor j)atronajie; and in this connection it may ])e jiroper for me to say that I have
never interfered with the connnand of these troops.
There are one or two phrases in the paper which might, by themselves, afford
countenance to the idea that the force was a United States force such as the pro-

—

vision for governing the force "according to the Regulations of the Army of the
United States and subject to the Articles of War," and "they shall be considered as
disbanded from the service of the United States whenever the President shall so
As to the first of these expressions, I have already remarked that the prodirect."
vision for the government of the force by regulations and articles of war was words
without meaning if the proposal is regarded as an offer to raise a force for the United
States service, because in such case the governnjent would be by such regulations
and articles as a matter of course.
But in a proposal from the governor about State troops it was proper that he
shoulil assume the obligation to govern them according to the same rule that applied
to United States troops, particularly when that was the rule provided by the law of
Thus the law for their government does not indicate that they were
his own State.
to be in the service of the United States.
The other phrase, "they shall be considered as disbanded from the .service of the
United States whenever the President shall so diret-t," is only a mode providing for
obligatioia of the Government to bear the expense.
01)serve, the language is "they shall be considered as disbanded," not that they
shall be broken up and scattered, as they would be by actual disbanding, but that,
so far as the agreement imposes duties upon the United Stat^, they are to be considered as disbanded.
They are to be considere<l as disbanded from the service of the United States whenever the President shall direct. As a force sustained by the State and which nmst
look to the State for remuneration, they continue their organization; t>ut retaining
their organization they are te be "considered" as disbanded so far as the United
This, 1 think, is the whole force of the language here emjiloyed.
States are concerned.
I have given you, general, at some length my interpretation of this agreement, and
I think I can not be mistaken in its meaning, as I certainly am not in the understanding of the parties at the time it was made.
The question submitted to you. Whether the force is a State force or a United
States force, never has yet been of any practical importance until you announced in
your letter of the od instant that my order discharging Colonel Jackson from the
service of the United States was without authority of law.
If you will take the trouble to refer to the muster rolls of Colonel Jackson's regiment and the rolls of the other regiments of the State militia, long ago tiled in the
Adjutant-General's office in Washington, you w ill find that these troops were mustered into the service of the State and not into the service of the United States; and
you will find that this Colonel Jackson, himself acting as a mustering otiicer, actually
mustered some of the companies of his regiment and mustered them into the service
of the State of Missouri.
Not only then by the terms of the agreement, but l)y the muster made according
to the general understanding of its meaning, this man, Colonel Jackson, was in the
service of the State and was properly dismissed by me upon the report of his incompetency by an examining lioard. The question of
power to remove officers and
to accept resignations is one of practical imjiortance.
I have removed one colonel because it was reported that he did not fight a band
of rebels when he might have done so successfully.
I removetl Colonel Jackson
because a board reported him to be incompetent, l removed a surgeon because he
was reported to have al)andoned the wounded on the field of liattle. I have accepted
very many resignations, which I could not do if the troops were in the service of the

ending the

my

United States.
I have constantly acted upon the belief that

Yet I have
the}- are State troops.
feeling in the matter, and if to-day it were deemed best to risk disturVjing them in their operations against the enemy by proposing to them to be mustered into the service of the United States, I have not the slightest objection to their
being so mustered with tlieir consent.
In whatever service they now are they have kept the promise I made to the President when we made the agreement, and in any service which they may enter hereafter
they will be active, gallant soldiers.
Very res]iectfully, your obedient servant,
H. K. (t.\mble.
[Ibid., pp. 658-362.]

had no personal
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WASiTiNdTON, Octohn- 80, 1862.
His Excellency Governor Gamble, St. Loulx.
Governor: Your letter of the 10th is just received and will l)e snl)mitted to the
Secretary of War for his directions, shonld he decide to give it an otficial answer.
]\Iy letter of September 27, in answer
I write this mainlj- as a personal explanation.
t(» yours of the 22d, was written by direction of the Secretary of War and ordered by
him to 1»e published as a .general answer to claims raised in other States in regard to
the command of the nine months' militia, then being organized under the law of the
last Congress.
It would not have been ]nil)lished, but for this circumstance.
In regard to the views expressed in my letter of the 3d instant, I must confess there
was some doubt in my mind in regard to the projier construction to 1)e given to the
"agreement" referred to. That document seemed to have l)een drawn up for the
purpose of confusing rather than of clearing up this question of command. It certainly
looks two ways. It says distinctly that the troops to be raised under it are to be in
the service of the United States, and yet in other paragraphs it seems to consider
them as in the service of the State. I should suppose from reading it that it was
worded expressly to dodge the question and to provide certain expedients to prevent
its ever coming up, but like most attempts at dodge it only increased the difficulties
of deciding a question which is coming up all the time and must be decided one way
or the otlier.

The whole matter was thoroughly discussed, the agreement being read paragraph
by paragraph and considered with regard to its legal meaning and effect. The conPerhaps
clusions arrived at were those which I was directed to communicate to you.
they are right, and perhaps not. I don't think it will make much difference anyway
'

'

'

'

*******

you and I are concerned. I am very certain that it will not, for I know
that we can cordially cooperate. If left to me, your action will, in all cases, be confirmed, for I know that you will do nothing which is not right and just.
so far as

I

owe you many thanks, governor,

for

your kind courtesies, and am, truly yours,
H. W. Halleck.

[Ibid., pp. 703, 704.]
[Unofficial.]

St. Louis, November 4, 1862.
Major-General Halleck.
General: I have just received your letter of the 30th October, and I am gratified
to learn that your former letters of the 27th of September ando<l of October were the
I say this, general,
expression of the opinions of others rather than your own.
becau.se I thought it impossible that you could mistake the meaning of my agreement
with the President, jiarticularly when the general order from the Wai- Department
for the organization of the State militia had over and over again called them "State

forces."

But you seem to think that the agreement had been designedly made ambiguous
upon the question of the character of the force. This is a mistake. I drew the
instrument myself, and whatever oliscurity there may be was introduced by some
interpolations made l)y Colonel Scott, Assistant Secretary of War, after the instrument
While I was astonas I drew it had been aj^proved and indorsed by the President.
ished, as an old lawyer would naturally be, by what I regarded as an imprudent act
of a subordinate, I did not object, because the alterations did not affect the scope and
meaning of the instrument.
I concur in the opinion that between us there would never arise any difficulty

*******

growing out of a difference in our construction of the paper, because I am sin-e that
you will never suspect me of having any concealed purpose of self-aggrandizement.
Would to God it were possible for those in power to conceive of a man acting from
perfectly unselfish patriotism.

Very

truly, yours,

H. R. Gamble.
[Ibid., pp.

7.35,

736.]

'
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The controversy betw^een the War Department and the governor of
Missouri finally reached the President, who. on November 29, 1862,
thus addressed the Attorney-General:
PLxECUTivE Mansion,
Washington, November 29, 1862.

Honorable Attok.vey-General.

My Dear Sir: Few things perplex me more than this question between Governor
Gamble and the War Department as to whether the peculiar force organized by the
former in ^Missouri are State trt)oi)s or United States troops.
Now, this is either
an immaterial or a mischievous question. First, if no more is desired than to have
what
name
the
is
it settled
force is to be called by, it
immaterial. Secomlly, if it is
desired for more than the fixing a name, it can only be to get a position from which
practical
inferences. Then it is mischievous. Instead of settling one dispute
to draw
by deciding the question, I should merely furnish a nest full of eggs for hatching new
I
disputes.
believe the force is not strictly either
State troops " or " United States
troops."
It is of mixed character.
I therefore think it is safer, when a practical
'

'

'

'

'

'

'

'

'

'

question arises, to decide that question directly and not indirectly by deciding a
general abstraction supposed to include it and also including a great deal more.
Without dispute Governor Gamble appoints the otiicers of this force and fills vacancies
when they occur. The question now practically in dispute is, Can Ciovernor Gamble
make a vacancy by removing an officer or accepting a resignation? Now, while it is
proper that this question should be settled, I do not perceive why either Governor
Gamble or the (Tovernment here sliould care which way it is settled. I am perplexed
with it only because there seems to be pertinacity about it. It seems to me that it
might be either way without injury to the service, or that th«ifoffer of the Secretary
of War to let Governor Gamble make vacancies and he (the Secretary) to ratify the
of them ought to be satisfactory.
Yours, truly,

making

A. Lincoln.

[Ibid., pp. 882, 883.]

No report of the Attorney-General on the question in dispute has
been found of record, but the question as to the authority to accept
resignations and dismiss officers was determined by the President himself, in an order from the War Department issued by his direction,
from his own manuscript. This order Avas reproduced in a general
order from the headquarters of the State of Missouri, of which the following is a cop3':
General Orders,

Headquarters State of

1

]\IissorRi,

Ad.iutant-General's Office,
No. 1.
St. Louis, Mo., January 6, 1863.
J
The following special order, received from the War Department, is published for
the information of all concerned:
y

" Special Orders,
\

"No.

"War

Department, Adjctant-General's Office,

"Washington, December 28, 1862.
ordered that His f]xcellency Governor Gamble
may, in his discretion, remove from office all officers of the peculiar military force
organized by him in Missouri (except the major-general, in regard to whom special
provision is already made), and he may accept resignations tendei'ed by such officers,
he notifying this Department of each such acceptance, when his action thereon will
be confirmed, and his previous action in similar cases is hereby confirmed.
"Bj^ order of the Secretary of War:
416.

"By direction of

/

the President,

it is

" L. Thomas, Adjutant- General.
"Ofticial.

"E. D. Townsend,
"Assistant

A djutant- General.

'

The removals from office in the Missouri State Militia which have been heretofore
made V)y the governor are thus relieved from all question, and will accordingly have
full

effect,

except in such cases where the governor has revoked the orders of

removal.
All resignations and recommendations will be forwarded by i-onimanding officers
of regimeiits, Missouri State Militia, through brigade and division headquarters to
the head(|uarters of the commanding general of the dei>artment, whence they will
be forwarded, with his indorsement, to the governor for his action.
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No action will be taken on resignations or appointments
in the manner prescribed above.
By order of the Commander in Chief:

which are not transmitted

William D. Wood,
Acting Adjutant- General.
[J282,;V. S.,1862.]

The question as to the status of these troops was again raised in 1864,
when they were applying for the bounties pa^'able by law for enlistin the United States service, and it was then decided by the
Secretary of War, concurring in the opinion of the Solicitor of the
AVar Department, that they were "militia of the State of Missouri
and not a part of the regular or volunteer forces of the United States,"
and therefore not entitled to bount}^ under their original enlistments.
The text of the Solicitor's opinion is as follows:

ments

War
Washington

Department,
March 24, 1864.

City,

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
St'cretarii

of War,

Sir: In answer to your inquiry, "what bounty, if any, the Missouri State Militia,
or recruits for the same, are entitled to, who have been mustered into the United
States service for three years, unless sooner discharged (under provisions contained
in General Orders, No. 96, of 1861, from the Adjutant-General's Office)," I have the
honor to reply that the forces referred to were a body of State militia raised by the
governor of Missouri, by authority of the general order above referred to, to serve
during the war, to cooperate with the troops in the service of the United States in
repelling the invasion of the State of Missouri and in suppressing rebellion therein,
to be governed by the regulations of the United States Army, subject to the Articles
of War, but not to be ordered out of the State of Missouri, except for the immediate
defense of the said State.
The general order above referred to further provides:
The State forces thus authorized will be, during such time as they shall be actually
engaged as an embodied military force in active service, armed, equipped, clothed,
subsisted, transported, and ]>aid by the United States in accordance with the regulations of the United States Army and such orders as may from time to time be issued
from the W^ar Department, and in no other manner; and they shall be considered as
disbanded from the service of the United States whenever the President may direct."
The ^Missouri State Militia, therefore, were, in the language of the order, "State
forces," or militia of the State, bound to serve as such during the war, to cooperate
with the troops in the service of the United States in repelling invasion and putting
down rebellion in their own State, with provision that when such State militia should
be engaged in active service they were to be armed, equipped, subsisted, and paid
by the United States, but they were not to be ordered out of the State for general
service, and they were to be disbanded from the service of the United States (but
not from the service of the State) whenever the President might so direct.
They are therefore militia of the State of Missouri, and not a part of the regular
or volunteer forces of the United States.
Their right to bounty does not depend upon the degree of merit or efficiency of
their public services.
They are entitled only to wdiat the acts of Congress secure to
'

'

them.
This inquiry does not relate to pensions nor allowances for reenlistinents.
The statute of the United States passed July 22, 1861, section 5, provides that "any
volunteer nonconnnissioned officer, private, musician, and artificer who enters the
service of the United States under this act shall have" certain pay and allowances;
"and. in addition thereto, if he shall have served for a period of two years or during
the war, if sooner ended, the sum of $100;" and the statute, chapter 24, of 1861,
5, secures to the men enlisted in the regular forces the same bounties as those
allowed, or to be allowed, to the volunteer forces.
By statute passed July 22 [5], 1862, chapter 133, section 6, one-quarter part of this
bounty may be paid immediately after enlistment to every soldier of the regular
and volunteer forces thereafter enlisted.
The statute passed July 17, 1862, chapter 201, section 3, gives to men volunteering
for nine months a bounty of !ti2.'5, to be paid when their company or regiment is mustered into service, and section 4 of the same statute authorizes the acceptance of volunteers for twelve months to fill up regiments of infantry then in the United States
service; and these recruits, when mustered in, are to be in all respects on the same

section
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footing as similar troops in the United States service, except as to service bounty,
which shall be $50, one-half to be paid upon their joining their regiments and tiie
other halt at the exi)iration of their enlistment.
In all thes^e enactments there appears to be no provision for payment of service
bounty to State militia. The statute passed July 29, 1861, chapter 25, authorizes
the President of the United States to call into service the militia of the States in certain cases, and in section 3 provides that the militia so called into service of the
United States shall, during their term of service, be entitled to the same pay, rations,
and allowances for clothing as are or may be established by law for the Army of the
United States; but no provision is made for payment of any service bounty, and we
must infer that it was designedly omitted.
The general order (No. 96) under which the body of Miss(juri forces referred to
was raised states that these State forces shall be armed, equipped, clothed, subsisted, transported, and paid in accordance with the regulations of the Army and
such orders as may he issued from* the War Department, and in no other manner;
and nothing is safd of a service bounty, and no regulation of the Army or special
order of this Department is known to exist giving to these troops a l)ounty of that
description.
A distinction is clearly made in the statutes between regular and volunteer forces
enlisted into the service" of the United States under the special acts and militia of the
several States temporarily called into service by the President.
Thus in the statute passed February 7, 1863," chapter 23 (which gives authority to
the governor of Kentucky to raise in that State a volunteer force to be employed
witiiin the limits of Kentucky), the fourth section provides that these troops shall
be mustered into service and be placed on the same footing as other volunteers in
the service of the United States as to pay, subsistence, clothing, and other emoluments, except bounty, for and during the time they may be in actual service.
It may reasonably be supposed that Congress intended to give to the militia of
Kentucky raised under this act as liberal rewards for patriotic services as to the miliNeither are entitled to the enlistment bounty or to the service
tia of ^Missouri.
bounty under the statutes and general ordera above cited.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

William Whiting,
War Department.

Solicitor of tJw

AVar Department,

3Tar('}i

31, 1864-

Ajiproved.
Bv order of the Secretarv of War:

Ed. R. S. Canby,
Brigadier-General and Assistant Adjvtanl-General.
[Official

Records

of the

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series III. Vol. IV, pp.

196-198.]

—

Prior to the rendition of the opinion quoted above that the Missouri State Militia was a State force and not entitled to the service
bounty the question had lieen raised as to the right of the discharged
men of the force to reenlist as veterans under the War Department
orders providing for the enlistment of veteran volunteers, and on September 15. 1863, the question was decided in the negative, evidently
because by the terms of their enlistment th(Mr service was contined to
a limited locality (A -tiSl. V. S., IStJo). But when it was subse(iuently
suggested by the governor of the State and the conmianding general
of the military department that for special reasons the mem])ers of the
force then in service ])e permitted to reenter the service as veterans,
the necessary authority Avas granted. The correspondence on this
subject is deemed to be of sufhcient interest to justifv its rei)roduction

—

in full:

Headqiarters Department ok the Missoiri,
>/. Jjonix,

Col. K.

I>.

Mo., Decembers, J863.

TOWNSEND,

A.'<ni.itant

Adjutant-General, ]Va.shin(jton, D. C.

inclose herewith a communication from the governor of Missouri relaI fully
tive to the reenlistment of tlie ^lissouri State Militia as veteran volunteers.

Colonel:

I

MISSOURI STATE MILITIA.

41

all the governor 8ays on this subject, and resjiectfully recommend it to the
consideration of the AVar Department.
In drill, discipline, and ethciency these troops will coni])are favorably with any
volunteer troops which I have seen. Hence the advantages to result from their
reenlistment will l)e as great as in the case of other troojis. Also their arduous and
etticient services have merited the same reward as that accorded to others who reenIn fact, 1 am aware of no reason why they should not be received
list as veterans.
into the veteran corps, while there is in favor of it the consideration, in addition to
the general one applicable to all troops, that it will do away with this exceptional
corps by transferring the men composing it to the general service. This I deem an
important consideration, and I trust will be so regarded I)y the Department.
If this proposition be adopted, I will recommend that the men reenlist in their
present companies and regiments, the organization remaining unchanged until all
the old troops shall have had an opportunity to reenlist Ijy the exjiiration of their
two years' service. This will take until May next. Then the veterans can be consolidated and organized under the liest otlicers, if such consolidation be found necessary-, and those who refuse to reenlist can be also consolidated and remain in service
This remainder will doubtless be very
as militia as long as they may be retiuired.
small and perhaps will not be needed longer in service.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

concur in
favoral:)le

J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major- General, Com manding.
[Iiiclosure.]

Headquarters State of Missouri,
Office of Commander in Chief,
St.

Louis, December

7,

1863.

Major-General Schofield.

General: You know the interest which I have always felt in the Missouri State
Militia, a corps of 10,000 men, raised by
under an agreement with the President
of the United States of the 7th of November, 1861, of which corps you are the majorgeneral.
The service of this corps was, h\ agreement, limited to the State of Missouri, and to its innnediate defense.
It has now been rendering most laborious and
efficient service for nearly two years; some of the men having been full two years
enlisted, and by the coming spring most of them Avill have been two years in service.
Although this is a local force, yet there never has been a time since it was organized
when a much larger force of volunteers was not required for the defense of the State,
so that the Missouri State ^Militia was engaged in performing precisely the same service that was required of tlie volunteers.
In everything, then, that gives value to soldiers in their past experience of military
life, the State militia stands precisely upon the same footing with volunteers; in drill
and discipline they are equal to volunteers; in marches and battles they have shoAvn
themselves equal to any other troops; their ability to endure the fatigue and privations of a campaign has been fully tested in their past service.
The term of service for which these men were enlisted was "during the war in Mis-

me

my

judgment, that term has very nearly expired.
Government shall have the services of these men in its operations in other States, because I believe they will be found very efficient in any field
in which they may be emi)loyed.
I wish them to be in the general service without
any territorial limitation, yet I am aware that there is no power by which, without
their consent, their terms of enlistment can be changed, and I am further aware that
any general proposition made to any corps to change their enlistment will not be
universally acceded to.
I desire, therefore, that such of the men in the Missouri State Militia as are willing
to go into the general service of the United States be reenlisted on the footing of
veterans, with the liounty and privileges given to veterans.
I believe that this can
not be allowed to them under existing orders; but I am so profoundly convinced
that the Government would derive great beneiit from the arrangement that I wish
j'ou to urge upon the authorities at Washington the propriety of issuing orders Avhich
will authorize the soldiers of this corps to enlist as veterans.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H, R, Gamble, Governor of Missouri.
souri," and, in
I

am anxious

that the

:
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[Indorsements.]

War

Department, Adjutant-General's Office,*
December U, 1863.

Respectfully submitted to the Cxeneral in Chief, who has already decided that the
Missouri State ^lilitia were not entitled to the benefits of General Orders, No. 191,
current series. General Scho field's letter seems to me to give reason for thinking
that the good of the service might be promoted by adopting his suggestions.
James B. Fry,
Provost- Marshal- General.
I respectfully recommend the enlistment of Missouri State ^Militia into the general
service of the United States as veterans, without any conditions as to time of reorganization or place of service.
December 18, 1863.

H. W. Halleck, General

War

in Chief.

Department, Provost-Marshal-General's Office,
December 23, 1863.

M. Schofield,
U. S. Volunteers, Commanding Department of the Missouri, St. Louis, Mo.
General: I have respectfully to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th

Maj. Gen.

J.

instant in reference to the reenlistment as veteran volunteers of the Missouri State
Militia.

In reply I have to inform you that the permission of the Department is hereby
the United States, but
given to reenlist the said troops into the volunteer service
without any conditions as to time of reorganization or place of service. This must be
distinctly understood.
The regulations governing the reenlistment of other troops as veterans will be applicable to the force in question.
I am, general, very respectfully,' etc.,
J. B. Fry, Prorost-Marshal-General.
[M2520, V. S., 1863.]

^

Under the authority received from the War Department a circular
was issued from headquarters Department of the Missouri, of which
the following
Circular.]

is

a copy:

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,

St. Louis, Mo., December 35, 1863.
Telegraphic instructions have just been received at these headquarters which
authorize the reenlistment of the Missouri State Militia as veterans with the understanding that they shall be reorganized on the footing of volunteers in the United
States service, to be used wherever the Government may have need of their services.
As the time for payment of the veteran bounty is limited by law to the 5th proximo,
regimental commanders must appoint their recruiting officers for veterans in accordance with General Orders, No. 150, current series, from these headquarters at once.
All men of the Missouri State Militia reenlisting as veterans Avill be retained in
their present regimental and company organizations until the original term of service
expires, when the veterans will be consolidated under officers selected for their efficiency from the corps.
By command of Major-General Schofield

O. D.

Greene,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Under date of May 10, 1864, the adjutant-general of Missouri was
advised ])y the War Department that the State was entitled to credit
for the men reenlisted under the authority of the Department letter of
December 22, 18(33, quoted above, and that the men were entitled to
"This indorsement was prepared for the signature of an official of the AdjutantGeneral's Office, and, through an inadvertency, when signed by the Provost-MarshalGeneral, the designation of the office was not changed.
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a copy of the

War Department

Department, Adjutant-General's Office,

May
Brig. Gen.

John

B.

10, 1864.

Gray,

Adjutant-General of Missouri, St. Louis.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th
instant relative to» credits of men of the Missouri State Militia reenlisted under the
authority of the War Department Provost-Marshal-General's letter of December 22.

General:

1863.

am directed

inform you that the State is entitled to credit for the said
entitled to the veteran bounties.
In explanation I resjiectfully inclose herewith a copy of a letter from the ProvostMarshal- General to the Hon. Wm. Hall relative to the same subject.
I have the honor to remain,
T. M. Vincent,
In reply I

to

men, and that the men are

Assistant Adjutant-General.

[M

2520, V. S., 1863.]
[Inclosure.]

War Department,
Provost-Marshal-General's Office,
Washington, D. C, May 9, 1864Hon. William A. Hall,
United States House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.
Sir: I have examined the papers you left in relation to the Missouri Militia and do
not find that the question of reenlistment as veterans is touched by the opinion of
the SoMcitor of the War Department. On the contrary, I find in the opinion the following: "This inquiry does not relate to pensions nor allowances for reenlistment."
The question presented by the papers you left seems to be one connected with a claim
letter of December 22 permitting
for bounty for past services, and does not affect
the reenlistment of these men as veterans. In this view of the case I return the
papers to you for such further action upon the claim for bounty as you may find best.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servanfe;

my

James B. Fry,
Provost-Marshal-General.

[W

1178, V. S., 1864.]

In a letter from the War Department, dated June 10, 1864, MajorGeneral Rosecrans, then commanding the Department of the Missouri,
was authorized to collect the veteran volunteers i"eenlisted from the
Missouri State Militia and form them into a regiment or battalion, and
in the same letter authority was granted for the reenlistment of such
other members of the force as might desire to enlist for unconditional
service, the recruits so enlisted to be formed into companies and regiments. Under this authority several regiments were organized for the
volunteer service.
In Januar3% 1865, it was decided by the War Department that, though
''mustered in for during the war,"" the Missouri State Militia should
be held to service for three j^ears only. This decision was conveyed
in a letter, of which the following is a copy:

War

Department, Adjutant-General's Office,
January 5, 1865.

Bonneville,
Commissary of Musters, Department of Missouri, Benton Barracks, Mo.
Sir: I have respectfully to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the
22d ultimo, transmitting list of regiments Missouri State Militia (received into service
under Oieneral Orders, No. 96, War Department, series of 1861) mustered in for during the war, but who claim discharge after three years' service.
In reply 1 am directed to inform you that the said troops were mustered in for
during the war, but it is decided by the Department that they will be held for three
Col. B. L. E.
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year8 only, and their lunsttT out will ]>e trovrrni'il acconlin.Lrly, nnderthe same regulations as are ai)i)lie(l td the muster out ami discharge of other troops from the serv-

United States.

ice of tlie

T.

:\I.

ViXCENT,

Af^sistant Ad'intan1-(je.neral.

[Letters-Sent Book, Vol. 11, pp. 367. 068.]

The linal order issued by the Wtir Depai'tinent lehitive to the muster
out of the Missouri State Militia was dated June :;J8, ,1865, and is as
follows:

War

Departmknt, Ad,iutaxt-(teneral's Office,
Washington, June 23, 1865.

Maj. (ien. G.

IM.

Dodge,
St.

Louis, .Vo.:

War

directs that all troops l)elonging to the Missouri State INIilitia,
authorized by General Orders, No. 96, of 1861, and yet remaining in service, be
innnediately discharged.
The musters out will 1)e made under the regulations promulgated in General
Orders, No. 94, current series, from this otHce.
Thomas M. Vinxext,
^issi.'ttant Adjvtaid-General.

Tlie Secretary of

[(Jthcial

Records of the Union and Confedei-ate Armies, Series

III, Vol.

V,

p. 59.]

That the Missouri State Militia rendered valuable service to the
United States and to the State of Missouri, lioth within the limits of
In his
the State and beyond- its borders, there is abundant evidence.
report (not dated) of operations in Missouri and northwestern Arkansas
from April 10 to November 20, 1802. General Schotield stated with
reference to this force:

The troops were placed upon active duty in the field in conjunction with the
United States troops as fast as organized in com]ianies, without waiting for regimental
In this, the best of all schools for instruction, a degree
or battalion organizations.
By
of etHciency was acquired seldom equaled by new troops in so short a time.
April 15, 1862, an active, efficient force of 13,800 men was jilaced in the field.
* * * As rapidly as this force was placed in the field a corresponding number of
United States troops was relieved and sent to join the armies then operating in the
more southern States.
[Ibid., Series

And

I,

Vol. XIII, p. 8.]

heretofore quoted in this paper General Schotield
again bore testimony to the gallantry and ethciency of these troops,
stating- that "'in drill, discipline, and elHciency" they would compare
favorably wnth any volunteer troops he had seen.
Similar testimony was given by the governor of the State in a letter,
also quoted in this paper, in which he stated that *• in drill and efficiency
they are equal to volunteers; in marches and battles they have shown
themselves equal to any other troops."
Testimony as to their good character was also given ])v the adjutantgeneral of the State in his annual report of 1863 (p. 50), in which he
in a letter

said
It can be said with truth that in every instance where the Missouri State ^lilitia
have met the enemy they have fought like veterans. At no time have they disgraced their State, and whenever they have been called upon to go beyond its borders they have done so readily an<l eagerly, more especially if the prosjiect of a fight
was immediate, as, forexauqjie, one instance may l>e noted, where the Sixth Cavalry
Missouri State ^lilitia. Colonel Catherwood commanding, with a portion of the
Kighth, during the past summer marched to Fort Cdbson to join General Blunt, and,
crossing the Arkansas Kiver, pursued the rebels to Bed Biver, Arkansas, when it
returne<l with him to Fort Smith and thence to Springfield, making a forced march,
with scarcely any supplies, of 700 miles. Even now some of its couq>anies are on
duty at some of the most remote outjiosts of the Kansas frontier. But as a general
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thing the Missouri State MiUtia liave fouml work enough to do within the boundaries
which the terms of tlieir enlistment prescribed. Since their formation there has
been no tight or skirmish of any importance in which they have not participated.
The tights of Kirksville. .Moore's Mill, Lone Jack, SpringfieM, Hartville, Cape
Girardeau, and scores of others in which they have been engaged bear witness to
In the late raid made l)y the rel)el Shell)y into thi.s
their bravery and endurance.
State, almost the only troops that could come up with him, and which linally routed
him and drove him from our borders, were the class of which I am now writing. To
give even a condensed report of all their movements and actions would require more
time than I have now at my disposal.

And

in his

report of 1864 the State adjutant-g-eneral said

(p. 28):

of this force during the past year have been mainly confined to
the limits of the State, although portions thereof have been occasionally emjiloyed

The operations

beyond its southern and western borders.
During the most of the time its regiments have been, each of them, widely scattered, freciuently with not more than a single company at any one point. The great
extent of country which was, necessarily, to be protected by military occupation
has compelled such a disposition, and itw^asnot until the raid of the rebel forces
under Price transpired, during the past autumn, that anything like a general concenDuring that raid some seven of the ten
trtition of regiments could be perfected.
regiments were brought together and rendered eminent service, when thus concenti'ated, in expelling an invasion which was so boastingly commenced and so ingloriin expeditions

ously ended.

B}^ a resohition of Cono-re.ss, approved July 13, 1S68, the Missouri
State Militia was placed on ''an equal footing with the volunteers as
to bounties." The text of this resolution is as follows:
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the troops recognized in an act entitled "An act making
appropriations for completing the ciefenses of Washington, and for other purposes,"
approved February thirteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, be, and are hereby,
considered as placed on an equal footing with the volunteers as to bounties, and that
all laws relating to bounties be applicable to them as to other volunteers.
Approved, July 13, 1868.
[15 Stat. L., p. 256.]

A

pensionable status under the general law was given to the surviving officers and enlisted men of the Missouri State Militia and the
heirs of those deceased by a provision of section 8 of the act approved
March 3, 1873, entitled ''An act to revise, consolidate, and amend the
laws relating to pensions." The clause referred to reads as follows:
* * * That the provisions of this act are hereby extended to and
embrace the officers and privates of the Missouri State Militia, * * *
disabled by reason of injury received or disease contracted in the line of duty w-hile
such militia was cooperating with L'nited States forces, and the widow or children
of any such person dying of injury received or disease contracted under the circumstances herein set forth shall be entitled to the benefits of this act: Provided, That
the pensions on account of such militia shall not commence prior to the date of the
passage of this act. That the provisions of this section shall be so interpreted as
to apply to the widows, child, or children of officers and privates of the Missouri
State Militia * * * if the husband or father was wounded or contracted the
disease of which he died while in the service of the Government of the L'nited
Sec.

made

8.

to

*******

Stat.?s.

Approved, ]March
[17 Stat.

L

,

3,

1873.

pp. 569, 570.]

The provisions of the pension act of June 27, 1890, were subsequently extended to the members of the Missouri State Militia and
their representatives.
This was done by a joint resolution approved
February 15, 1895, entitled ''Joint resolution to restore the status of
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the Missouri Militia who serv^ed during- the late war." Following is
much of the resolution as relates to the Missouri State

a copy of so
Militia:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the provisions of the act of June twenty-seventh, eighteen
hundred and ninety, be, and are hereby, extended to inchide the officers and privates of the Missouri State INIihtia * * * who served ninety days during the late
war of the rebellion and were honorably discharged, and to the widows and minor
children of such persons. The provisions of this act shall include all such persons
now on the pension rolls or who may liereafter apply to be admitted thereto.
Approved, February 15, 1895.
[28 Stat. L., p. 970.]

In considering the status of the Missouri State Militia it is to be
borne in mind that in the order of the War Department (General Orders,
No. 96, of 1861) authorizing their employment they ai'e referred to as
a "force of State militia" organized "to cooperate with the troops
in the service of the United States" in a limited held of service: that
they were mustered into the service of the State of Missouri by State
officers; that the oath administered to them at the time of muster in
was that they should "honestly and faithfully serve the State of
Missouri;" that the President and the War Department conceded to
the governor of the State the right to accept resignations and remove
officers; that it was determined by the Secretary of War. concurring
in the opinion of the Solicitor of the War Department, that they were
''militia of the State of Missouri and not a part of the regular or
volunteer forces of the United States," and. therefore, not entitled to
the service bounty, and that special legislation by Congress was necessary to give to the members of the force the bounties and pensions
payable to volunteers in the military service of the United States.
But it is also to be considered that the act of February 13, 1862. by
implication, recognized the Missouri State Militia as being then in the
military service of the United States; that until December. 1862. when
the President recognized the authority of the governor to remove officers, it was uniformly held by the War Department that this militia
force was in the United States service; that the War Department

authorized the enlistment of members of the force as veteran volunteers, a privilege generally extended only to those who had served the
United States; that after the ruling of 1864 that the Missouri State
Militia was not a part of the regular or volunteer forces of the United
States the War Department exercised the authority to determine when
their service should terminate, and directed that they should be nuistered out under the same regulations that were applied to the "muster
out and discharge of other troops from the service of the United
States."
And in this connection it is to be stated that on January 30,
1865. the Provost-Marshal-deneral. in a letter authorizing the governor
of Missouri to organize additional regiments for the vohuiteer service,
excluded from enlistment in the new regiments members of the "Missouri State Militia or other troops already in the service of the United
States;" that the ^Missouri State Militia were, in fact, nuistered out of
service ))v United States officers, and that their nmster-out rolls report
them as having been nuistei'ed out of the I'nited States service; that
the rolls of the several organizations were received and tiled in the War
Department like those of xolunteers in the United States service; that
these rolls were always reported from by the Adjutant-Generars Office
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to the accounting officers of the Government precisely in the form and
manner observed in the preparation of reports from the rolls of ti'oops
reg-ularly mustered into the United States military service: that the
remuster and desertion laws applicable to othcers and enlisted men in
the military service of the United States and the act providing- for the
furnishing of certificates in lieu of lost discharges were applied to the
Missouri State ]Militia precisely as if that force had been regularly in
the military service of the United States, and, tinally. that the practice
of the Adjutant-General's Office with respect to these troops has been
continued by the Record and Pension Office, its propriety not having
been called in question.
It is evident from the foregoing that the peculiar military force
know^n as the Missouri State Militia was not technically in the military
service of the United States, and the practice inaugurated in the
Adjutant-Generars Office of treating it as a volunteer force in that
service is doubtless open to criticism, but it is to be stated that the
reports furnished from the rolls contained the information required in
the adjudication of claims arising under the special legislation providing for the payment of bounties and pensions, and that the application
of the remuster and other laws applicable to the volunteer forces has
an equitable, if not a strictly legal foundation. However, regardless
of the propriety of the action of the War Department with regard to
this force, it w ould seem that it is now, after the lapse of more than a
third of a century, too late to change the existing practice, and the
Missouri State Militia has therefore been scheduled in this paper among
the troops recognized as having been in the military service of the
United States.
As already stated in this paper, the " Missouri State Militia," which
originally aggregated 13,000 men, was reduced by special authority of
Congress to a maximum of 10.000. The force as originally organized
included 14 regiments, 3 battalions, and 1 independent company of
cavalry, 2 batteries of light artillery, 1 regiment of infantry, and 1
company of sappers and miners.
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ORGANIZATION, STRENCJTH. DISBANDMENT.

During the early simuner of 1862 a movement was set on foot by
the enemies of the Government having for its object the systematic
organization of guerrilla bands throughout the State of Missouri.
This movement became so formidal)le that it was determined by the
State authoi'ities to take stringent measures for the suppression of
Accordingly Jirig. (xen. John ]\I. Schotield. the
existing disorders.
commander of the Missouri State Militia and also the United States
military commander of the District of Missouri, was authorized to
organize the entire militia force of the State for the purpose of
putting down marauders and defending the peaceable citizens of the
This was done in orders from State headquarters, of which
State.
the following is a copy:
Special Orders,

Headquarters State of Missocri,

1

Ad.iutaxt-Gexeral's Office,

I

No. 101.

St. Lo>ii.<,

j

July

;.^J,

1862.

existence of numerous bands of guerrillas in different parts of the State, who
are engaged in robl)ing and murdering peaeeable citizens for no other cause than
that such citizens are loyal to the Government under which they have always lived,
renders it necessary that the most stringent measures be adopted to punish all such
crimes and to destroy such bands.
Brig. Gen. John M. Schotield. in command of the ^lissouri State INIilitia, is hereby
authorized to organize the entire militia of the State into companies, regiments, and
brigades, and to order into active servit-e such portions of the force thus organized
as he may judge necessary for the purpose of {>utting down all marauders and
defending the peaceable citizens of the State.
H. R. Gamble,
•
Governor of the State of Missouri.

The

[Annual Report Adjutant-General

of Missouri, 1S68, p. 19.]

pursuant to the authority thus conOn the same day. July
ferred upon him. General Schotield issued the following:
22. 1S(>2.

Gexeral Orders,
No.

19.

An immediate

\
)

Headqcarters Missouri State Militia,
St.

Louis, Mo., July 22, 1862.

organization of all the militia of ^lis.souri is hereby ordered, for the
purpose of exterminating the guerrillas that infest our State.
Every able-bodied man capable of bearing arms and subject to military duty is
herel)y ordered to repair, without delay, to tiie nearest military post and rejiort for
Every man will bring with him whatever arms he
(hity to the connuanding otUcer.
may have or can procure, and a good horse if he has one.
.\11 arms and amnumitiun of whatever kind and wlierever found, not in the hands
of the loyal militia, will be taken possession of by the latter and used for the public
Those who have no arms and can not procure them in the above manner
defense.
will be supplied as (|uickly as possibU' by the ordnance department.
The nulitiamen who shall assemble at any post will be immediatelv enrolled and
organized into comiianies. elect their othcers, and be sworn into service, in accordance with the militia laws of the State, under the innuediate superintendence of the
connuanding officer of the post.
The militia thus organized will be governed by the Articles of War and Army Regulations, and will be subji'ct to do duty under the orders of the I'ommanding officers
"

4S

ENROLLED MISSOURI

iQ

MILITIA.

of the post where they enrolled, or such otlier officers of the United States troops or
^Missouri Militia, re.oularly mustered into service, as may he assigned to their command.
Commanding otBcers will rejiort from day to day, by telegraph when practicable,
the progress of enrollment at their posts and the number of ai'ms required.
Six da3'S after the date of this order are allowed for every man lit for military duty
to report to the commanding officer of the nearest military post and be enrolled.
All persons so enrolled will be regarded as belonging to the active militia of the State
until further orders.
The commanding officer of a post, or any higher commander, is authorized to give
furloughs to such men of this militia force as can not be alisent from their ordinary
business without serious detriment or such as are not needed for present service.
Such leaves of absence will in no case be for a longer period than ten days, and may
be revoked at any time or renewed at their expiration at the discretion of the cjfficer

granting them.

The same stri(;t discipline and obedience to orders will be enforced among the
militia in service under this order as among other troops, and commanding officers
will be held strictly responsiljle for all unauthorized acts of the men.
The enrollment and organization of the militia of St. Louis will be under the general direction of Col. Lewis [Merrill, commanding St. Louis Division, who will establish rendezvous, appoint enrolling officers, and make such regulations as he shall

deem

By

necessary.

order of Brigadier-General Schofleld:
C. W. Maesh,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Official

On

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

the 24th of July an order

I,

Vol. XIII, p. 506.]

was issued by General Scholield pro-

viding- for the organization into sejiarate corps of the employees of the
United States, State and city governments, and of railroad and trans-

portation companies and other corporations.
the order:

Gexeral Orders,
No.

is

a copy of

Headuuarters Missouri State Militia,

^

20.

Following

St.

i

Louis, Mo., July 24, 1S6.'.

All persons in the employ of the United States, State, or city governments will be
enrolled and organized by the chiefs of their respective departments, and will act
under the orders of their respective chiefs.
All railroad and transjiurtatioia companies, and other corporations employing large
numbers of men, will organize their employees into distinct corps, under their
respective chiefs. The chiefs of such comimuies, corporations, and departments of
government not now in the military service of the State or of the United States will
report to an authorized enrolling officer and be themselves sworn into service, when
they will proceed to enroll and organize the men under their control.
All voluntary organizations of the loyal militia which may be perfected before the
expiration of the time specified for enrollmtnt in (ieneral Orders, No. 19, and present their nuister rolls to the superintendent of enrollment in St. Louis or the nearest
enrolling officer v.'ill be recognized and received as such.
It is desirable that such voluntary oi'ganizations shall, as far as possible, embrace
all the men subject to militia duty belonging to the same business linns located in
close proximity to each other, so that a certain portion of the members of such
organizations may be called into active service at any time without interrupting their
ordinary business.
Bv order of Brigadier-General Schofield:
C. W. Marsh,
Assistu)it Adjutant-General.
[Ibid., pp. 508,509.]

In conformity with this order, special orders were issued by Col.
Lewis Merrill, commanding the St. Louis Division, for the organization of the employees of certain transfer, express, and railroad companies, as follows:

Headquarters

Special Orders, \
No. 48.
i

St.

St.

Louis Division,

Louis, Mo., July 24, 1S62.

The officers and employees of the St. Louis Transfer Company and of the Adams,
American, and United States express companies will be enrolled in a special transS.

Doc.

-1:12
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portatioii corps under tlu> direction of the superintendent of the transfer company
as enrolling- ntlicer, :ind will for the present l)e organized in the same manner as ah
infanti-y battalion of four companies.
The ennjllinu otiicer will report for furthei' orders to Capt. R. A. Howard, superin-

tendent of enrollment.
II. The ollii-ers and employees of the North Missouri Railroad, the Pacific Railroad, and tlie Iron ^Mountain Railroad will be enrolled and organized into special
corps railroad guards under the direction, in each case, of the sujierintendent of the
road as enrolling oflicer. The enrolling otHcer will report to ('ai)t. R. A. Howard
for further orders.
*
*
*
*
*
*
-X-

By

ortler of Col.

Lewis Merrill:

Harkisox a. Gleim,
Lieutenant uml Acting AssiMant Adjutani-Goieral.

[Book No.

441,

Department

of tho Missouri, p. 17.i.]

On July 24, ls»)2, a ooiicral order was issued by General iSehotield
announeino- the exemption from enrollment of the sul)jeets of foreign
powers resident in the State of ]\Iissouri. This order reads as follows:
General Orders,
No. 21.

\

Headquarters Missouri State
St.

J

]Militia,
Lonis, Juhj 24, 1862.

subjects of foreign powers resident in the State of Missouri, lawfully puravocations, are exempt from enrollment in tli^ militia of the State, as
Upon such persons, however, enjt^ying the protection
re(iuired by Orders, No. 19.
of life and proi)erty and civil rights afforded by the laws, the obligation of a strict
and impartial neutrality will be strongly enforced. While maintaining such neutrality the fullest protection will be accorded, but any departure from the same by
taking up arms, by conveying information, or in any manner, by word or deed, aiding
or abetting the enemies of the State or United States )r encouraging them in rebellion,
will place the offender without the protection accorded to him as a subject of a foreign power, and expose him to all the penalties visited upon the enemies of the State
or United States.
II. In order that such protection may he afforded to foreigners resident in the
State as they may be entitled to by the laws of nations and under the treaties between
the United States and friendly powers, it is ordered that at each military post an
enrollment l)e made of all such persons as claim to be thus exempt from duty. Such
enrollment shall be preceded [by a statement] that the parties whose names are
subscribed are subjects of a foreign power, specifying what power; that they have
never become naturalized citizens under the laws of the United States for that purpose; that they have never at any time while resident of this State or of the United
States exercised any of the rights, privileges, and immunities accorded by law only
to citizens; that they have heretofore preserved, and will hereafter during the present rebellion and while they shall continue to i-eside within the limits of the United
States preserve, a strict and impartial neutrality, and will not give aid, information,
or comfort to the enemy. Such enrollment will contain the signature of the party
claiming exemption, his age, period of residence in this State and in the United
I.

The

suing

tJieir

(

"

States.
III.

Any citizen of the United States resident in this State who shall make a false
and fraudulent statement or claim to exemption under this order will be ai-rested
and subjected to trial and punishment by military commission.
IV. Commandants of posts will designate some loyal militiamen to take charge of
the enrollment herein ordered, and such enrollment, when completed, will be forwarded to division headquarters to be filed. All jiersons claiming exemption will
report to such enrolling otiicer within six days after published notice of the time and
])lace where such enrollment will l">e made.
By

order of Brigadier-(ieneral Scholield:

W. Marsh,
A djiitoiit- General.

C.
A?.»\stani

[Official

Records of the Union and CcMifederate Armies, Series

I,

Vol. XIII, p. 509.]

of July 27, 1862, General SchoHeld promulgated an order
declaring- the o})jeet of the organization and modifying the mode of
Following is a copy of the order:
enrollment.

Under date
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Headquarters Missouri State Militia,
\
No. 22.
St. Louis, July 21, 1862.
i
It being manifest that the object of the enrolhnent of the Missouri Militia prescribed by General Orders, No. 19, July 22, 1862, has been misrepresented ))y the
enemies of law and order, and consequently is generally misunderstood, it is hereby
declared that the object of svich organization is solely to organize law-abiding people
of the State capable of bearing arms in such complete and thonnigh manner as to
enable them at once and forever to put down robbery, plunder, and guerrilla warfare, which it is plainly the duty and interest of every citizen to aid in doing.
To the end that this object may be accomplished and all possible ground for misapprehension be removed, the mode of enrollment will hereafter be as follows:
The militiamen of the various t'ounties will asseml.)le at the nearest military post,
the county seat, or other convenient place, and organize themselves into companies
and elect their officers. As soon as a company shall be organized a copy of the roll
and a return of the election, duly certified, will be sent to the headquarters of the
division in which the county is situated. At the same time a report of the arms and
ammunition on hand will be furnished to the connnanding officer of the division.
A copy of the certificate of election will be forwarded by the division commanders
to these headquarters, in order that the officers may be commissioned and thus duly
authorized to act when any emergency shall render their services necessary.
The time for enrollment, as prescriljed in General Orders, No. 19, is extended to
the 10th of August proximo, in order that ample time may be given in which to complete the voluntary organization of all citizens who are willing to do their duty in
maintaining law and order.
By order of Brigadier-General Schofield:

General Orders,

C. \V. Marsh,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
[Ibid., p. 516.]

On the following day General Schofield published additional reo-ulations relative to the organization and equipment of the militia, and providing for exemption from pei'sonal service by the payment of money
in lieu thereof, the fund accruing from this source to be applied to
the payment of extra expenses in the recruitment of volunteers for the
general (United States) service and in defraying the expenses of the
militia force itself.
Following is a copy of the order:
General Orders, \
No.

23.

i

Headquarters

^Missouri State Militia,
St. Louis, July 28, 1862.

All persons who prefer to contribute money rather than personal service in the
Enrolled Militia can procure exemption from military duty for one year by enrolling
their names and paying an exemption fee into the military treasury of the State or
of the county in which they reside, at the option of the individual.
The money paid into the State treasury will be used in paying extra bounty and
other extra expenses incurred in raising volunteers for the United States service, and
will be expended under the orders of the governor.
That paid into the various
county treasuries will be used in defraying the expenses of the State militia when
in active service or in camps of instruction, and will l)e disbursed under the orders
of the governor.
The exemption fee will be SIO for each individual and one-tenth of 1 per cent
upon all taxable property, as shown by the last assessment. The exemption fee may
be paid in money or in supplies for the support of the militia when in active service.
It is expected that all persons of means, though legally exempt from military service, will vohmtarily contril)Ute in proi)ortion to their ability to one of these funds, and
thus enroll themselves among the loyal and willing supporters of law and order.
All persons not exempt from military service by law, by general orders, or by
payment of exemption fee will be enrolled and organized into companies, regiments,

and brigades.

The organization prescribed by law will l^e so far modified that each company shall
contain of each grade three times the number i)rescril)ed by law.
On these numbers any proportion not to exceed one-third may be exempt from
service for one year l)y the jiayment of the usual exemption fee into the company
treasury.
The fund thus formed will constitute a company fund, to be expended
under the orders of the council of administration in defraying the expenses incident
to the organization, instruction, equipment, etc., of the compaii}' when not in active
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service, and, if need be, to meet the necessities arising from any sudden and unexpected call for active service.
That portion of each company not exempt by payment of company fee will be
divided into two ecjual parts, one of which will at all times be ready for active
service.
Those at any time ready for active service will be called the first class. Those
exempt for the time being only will be called the second class, and those exempt at

times the third class.
senior captain of the company will be captain of the third class and ex-olhcio
treasurer of the company. The members of the first and second class, respectively,
in each gratie will at first be determined liy lot, after which they will alternate
monthly at the end of each month.
A member of the first class may at any time be transferred to the second class by
obtaining a substitute from the latter.
The field and staff officei's of a regiment will also be three of each grade, having
corresponding positions in command of the thi'ee classes.
When companies are organized into regiments, 10 per cent, of each company fund
will be paid into the regimental fund for the payment of expenses incidental to a
regimental organization.
The senior quartermaster of the regiment will be regimental treasurer, and will
disburse the regimental fund only on the orders of the commanding officer of the
regiment.
Each company will be furnished with arms only sufficient to arm the first class,
and the company will provide itself with a suitable armory and place for drill, where
it will be drilled daily, at least three hours, at such times of day as may be most
convenient. At the end of the month the arms and drill-^foom will be transferred to
the second class, now become the first, who will in like manner drill daily at stated
hours and be at all times ready for active service during the month.
Arms and equipments Avill not be taken from the armory except for service. AVhen
the men are off duty, the arms and equipnients will be carefully stored away in the
armory, which will at all times be suitably guarded.
Military treasurers of the State and counties will be appointed by the governor.
By order of Brigadier-General Schofield:
all

The

C.
Astiistant

W. Marsh,

A djutant- General.

[Ibid., pp. 518,519.]

A few daj's later, on Augnst -i. 1862, General Orders. No. 23, were
revoked and new regitlation.s adopted. This was done in General
Orders, No. 2-1, of whii-h the following is a cop_v:
Headquarters Missouri State

General Orders, \
No. 24.
j
General Orders, No.
revoked.

St. Loui>',

23,

from these headciuarters, dated July

IMilitia,
4, 1S62.

August

28, 1862, is

hereby

All the loyal men of Missouri subject to military duty will l)e organized into companies, regiments, and brigades, as ordered in General Orders, No. 19, from these
headquarters, dated July 22, 1862.
All disloyal men and those who have at any time sympathized with the rebellion
are required to report at the nearest military i>ost or other enrolling station, be
enrolled, surrender their arms, and return to their homes or ordinary places of business, where they will be permitted to remain so long as they shall continue quietly
attending to their ordinary and legitimate business and in no way give aid or ci»mDisloyal persons or sympathizers with the rebellion will not be
fort to the enemy.
organized into companies nor required nor permitted to do dutv in the Missouri
Militia.

Commanding oflicers of divisions will appoint enrolling officers and estaljlish rendezvous at such places, in addition to the various military posts, as they may deem
expedient.

As far as practicable, the militia of each county will lie organized separately, each
conqiany being composed of men residing in the immediate vicinity of each other.
The oniv exceptions will be the voluntarv organizations authorized l)v (ieneral
Orders, No. 20.
The officers and employees of all railroad and transportation comi)anies will be
organized into distinct corps, and will be employed as militia only in transporting
troops and pul)lic property and in protecting their means of transportation.
Alilitiainen employed in any manner by the Tnited States or State of Missouri,

:
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or engaged in working upon contracts made with the United States or State of Missouri, for the supply of any article required for the military or naval service, will
not, while so employed, be required to do any military duty except for the protection, in case of necessity, of the public property where they are employed.
Division t'onimanders are authorized to call into active service, for the time being,
such companies and regiments of the organized militia in their divisions as the exigencies of the service may require, and to i:)rovide for their maintenance while in
But no company will be kept continuously in active service for more
active service.
than thirty days, except by orders from these headquarters or in cases of urgent
It must be borne in mind that the main object of a general organization
necessity.
of the militia is for the protection of their homes, and that they are to be kept from
their ordinary business as little as possible.
In calling the militia into active service care will be taken to leave sufficient force
to protect the homes of those called out and to distribute the services as uniformly as
possible.

Every company
a military post,

if

of militia will

one

is

have

convenient;

its
if

place of rendezvous, which should be at
then at a convenient town or general

not,

place of resort.

The arms and equipments will be kept at the rendezvous, and always properly
guarded by detail from the company.
In case of alarm companies will be rallied at the rendezvous and act under their
immediate commanders, as circumstances may require, for the protection of their
immediate vicinity.
In dangerous localities several companies or a regiment will have their rendezvous
at the same place, and will keep it guarded ])y a company or more, as circumstances

may require.
On the 11th day

of August, instant,

each enrolling

officer will

proceed to ascertain

and enroll the names of all men in his enrolling district who shall have failed to
come forward and be enrolled as required, and report the same to the district com-

mander

Bv

order of Brigadier-General Schofield:
C. W. Marsh,
Assistant Adjutant-General

[Ibid., pp. 534,535.]

The loyal men of the State responded promptly to the call of the
governor, and within thirty days more than "20 regiments were formed
in the city and county of St. Louis alone, numbering upward of 17,0U0
men, and at the close of the year 1S62, 09 regimental, 3 battalion, and
58 independent company organizations had ])een formed, embracing an
aggregate strength of 52,056 officers and enlisted men.
The total strength of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, as tinally organized, has not been discovered, but it has been ascertained from official
sources of information that 85 regiments, 10 battalions, and 33 independent companies were formed, not including some organizations of
Citizen Guards which had the status of Enrolled Missouri Militia, but
which will be treated in this paper under their appropriate designations.
The following statement of the Enrolled iMissouri Militia in active
service in 1804 is copied from the report of the adjutant-general of the
State for that year (p. 38)
Month.
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It is probable that tho foroo-oino- statement includes the organizations
of Provisional Enrolled ^Missouri Militia hereafter to l)e referred to.
It may he here stated that in November. 1862. an order was issued
from State headquarters declaring a penalty, ineluding a tine of §^10,
for failure to enroll for service in the militia.
Following is a copy of
the order:

*******

General Okdeks,

^

y

Xo.

48.

j

Headqiarters State of Missouri,

Adjutant-General's Office,
St. Louis, Xorember 7, 186^.

Any person who has been notified to enroll and fails to ooniiUv with the order
within the time speeitied by the brigadier-general commanding the district shall be
subject to a fine of $10, to be assessed by the colonel of the regiment to which such
person should belong, subject, however, to the revision of the general commanding;
and such offender shall be further liable to imprisonment until his fine is paid and
he duly enroUeil.
Bv order of the Conunander in Chief:
W.M. D. Wood,
II.

Acthig Adjutant-General, 3fissouri.

[Journal 3Iissouri House of Representatives, adjourned session, 1863-64, Part

Appendix,

I,

p. 214.]

Early in February. 1863. to quote the annuaM'eport of the adjutantgeneral of the State for that year (p. 27). "it became evident that
the crisis which called for the general arming of the people of the
State had measurablv passed awaj^ in consequence of the successes
which had attended their eti'orts all over the State." and it was decided
by the governor to begin the organization in the various military districts of a "picked force of men, to be detailed from the diti'erent
regiments for a more permanent service, and to consist of those who
could the most easily be spared from their ordinary avocations, having but few if any others dependent upon their labor for support."
The regiments organized under this plan were designated "provisional
regiments." and have a history of their own. which will be given under
the title. Provisional Enrolled Missouri ^lilitia.
It became evident to the State authorities that there was danger that
the "rebel sympathizers" in some portions of the State would form
themselves into companies (Report of Adjutant-General of Missouri.
1863, p. 29). and to prevent this the following order was issued:
General Orders,

^
y

No.

The

7.

J

Headquarters State of Missouri,
Adjitant-General's Office,
St.

Louis, Fehruani 19, 186S.

orders heretofore issued for the enrollment of the militia of this State did not
contemplate the enrolling of disloyal persons and their organization into companies
indiscriminately with loyal citizens.
It was specially retjuired that all disloyal men
should be enrolled as such, but their organization into comjianies was strictly forbidden. Some enrolling officers, however, allowed disloyal organizatinns to be perfected, either through neglect or disobedience of orders, and others are still in
progress of organization.
For the puri>ose, therefore, of separating disloyalists from Union men, and in order
that proper measures of precaution may be taken to jn-event the arming of such as
Cim not be trusted, it is hereby ordered that all commandants of regiments and battalions of enrolled militia report to the adjutant-general of the State, immediately
on the receipt of this order, such companies of their commands of which all or any
considerable portion of the men have been enrolled as disloyal, or are known to be so.
All officers are strictly enjoined to see that no further organizations of this kind
are made, ami will report to their immediate commanders any which may be in
progress of organization.
By order of the Commander in Chief:
William D. Wood,
Acting Adjutant- General.

:
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It is evident that the immediate object of this order was to prevent
the organization of disloyal men into companies of Provisional Enrolled
Missouri Militia, but as the order applied to the enrolled militia force
in o'eneral, it is here quoted as a part of the history of that force.
One object of the organization of the provisional regiments was to
reduce the calls upon the previously organized regiments of P^nrolled
Missouri Militia for active service, and this object appears to have
been accomplished. But disorders continued to prevail, and on June
28, 1864, Major-General Rosecrans, who had succeeded to the command
of the Department of the Missouri, issued an order in which he called
upon the people of the State, by public meetings and the selection of
local committees, to choose and organize out of the enrolled State
militia select companies to serve for the protection of their respective
counties.
This proposition on the part of the commanding general
was in conformity with an agreement with the governor of the State,
and resulted in the organization of a number of independent companies known as Provisional Companies, Enrolled Missouri Militia, the
history of which will be given under its appropriate head.
The Enrolled Missouri Militia maintained its organization as an
embodied military force until March, 1865, though several regiments
(the Twenty-fifth. Thirty-ninth, Forty-first, and Forty -eighth) were
disbanded in 1863 pursuant to an order of which the following is a

copy:
General Orders,

1
[

Headquarters State of Missouri,
Adjutant-General's Office,

No. 30.
St. Louis, November- 1, 1863.
J
I. In consequence of an extraordinary reduction in numbers, from various causes,
such as removals from the State, volunteering in the United States service, and payment of the commutation tax in heu of military service, the following regimental
organizations of the Enrolled Missouri Militia are hereby disljanded, and the commissions of their otficers are, with the exception of the officers hereinafter named,
revoked
Twentv-tifth Regiment P]. M. M. (Buchanan County), except Companies Fand K.
Thirty-ninth Regiment IZ. M. M. (Platte County).
Forty-first Regiment E. M. M. (Andrew County).
Forty-eighth Regiment P". M. M. (Clay and Clinton counties).
And all otficers of these regiments who have now in tlieir possession any public
property are directed to turn over such property to their district commander without
delay, taking duplicate receipts therefor in proper form.
II. Colonels James H. Moss, Forty -eighth Regiment E. M. M., and John Scott,
Twenty-fifth Regiment E. M. M., are hereby retained in service and commission,
and are instructed to reorganize the effective militia of Clay, Clinton, and Platte
counties, and Buchanan and Andrew counties, respectively, forming the same into
companies in compliance with the militia laws of the State and existing orders, and
forwarding dulv certified muster-in rolls to the headquarters of the Seventh Military
District, E. M. M., at St. Joseph.
By order of the Commander in Chief:

John

B. Gray, Adjutant-General.

[Journal Missouri House of Representatives, adjoui:ned session, 1863-64, Part

Appendix,

I,

p. 447.]

In 1865 a new militia law was enacted, in which it was provided
that all organizations of the Enrolled Missouri Militia should cease to
exist on the expiration of thirty days after the approval of the act.
This act, approved February 10, 1865, contained the following:
Sec 26. All organizations of the "Enrolled Missouri Militia" shall cease to exist on
the expiration of thirty days after the approval of this act, and the commissions of
all officers of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, including all commissions issued to
persons on the staff of the governor prior to January I, 1865, shall be deemed to
be vacated on that day.
[Annual Report Adjutant-General

of Missouri, 1865, p. 47.]
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Pursuant to this provision of law. an order was issued from headquarters State of Missouri as follows:
General Okoeks,
No.

12.

llEAmiuAUTKRs Statk of Missovri,

^
V

Ad.U'TANT-GeMEKAI.'s C^FKirE,
Jrjf'crxon Ciii/,

j

March

11. 1SG5.

All regiment!?, eompanies, and detachments of the Enrolled ^Missouri 31ilitia,
includini; those eompanies organized under the ]»rovisions of (leneral Orders, No. 107,
series of 1804, from headtniarters Department of the Missouri, who are now in active
Commanding ofhcers of
servii'e, are herehy relieved, to take effect from tliis date.
the above forces are hereby directed to cause to be made out prior to the 15th of
April next complete muster and pay rolls for all service rendered under i)roper
authority, where they have not already been made out and forwarded to this office.
II. All officers of the Enrolled ^Missouri INIilitia who have in their possession public property belonging to the State or (ieneral (ioverinnent are hereby directed to
turn over the same to such ollii'crs as may be designated to receive it; and in order
to facilitate this transfer, division commanders of the Missouri militia will instruct
their district connnandcrs to announce in general orders an officer to receive and
receipt for the said pro[)erty, designating the luiints where the same will be received.
No othcer accountable for public property will receive any payments until they have
received from the quartermaster-general a certilicate of their nonindebtedness to
the State. It is therefore desired that they forward their letnrns at an early date,
with a view to a promjit settlement of all acc'ounts and claims growing out of the
I.

Enrolled Missouri iNIilitia.
By carder of the Conunander in Chief:

Samuel
[Ibid.,

!>.

^
P. Simpson, Adjutant-General.

4:^.]

Aecordino- to the report of the adjutant-o-eneral (^f the State for the
18(>5, the Enrolled Missouri JMilitia was disbanded ]\lareh 1:3,
1865, and the eoniiuissions of all of its ottieers were vaeated on that

year

date.

EQUIPMENT, SUBSISTENCE, PAY.

The question

as to the equipment and support of the Enrolled Miswas one that early claimed tiie attention of the authorities,
I^i the order. No. 19. of
both of the State and the United States.
July 22. 1862, quoted above, direetino- the enrollment of the force, it
was provided that every man should brino- with him whatever arms
he mitiht have or could procure, and a oood horse if he had one. It
was also annoimced that all arms and ammunition, of whatever kind
and wherever foimd. not in the hands of the loyal militia, woidd be
taken possession of l)y the militia and used for the public defense, and
that those of the militia who had no arms and could not ]irocure them
i^i the manner indicated would be supplied as quickly as possil)le by
the Ordnance Department evidently by the United States.
In ti teleo-ram to the Secretary of War, dated July 26. 1862, General
Schotield .said: '"1 can not possibly meet them [ouerrilla bands] without callino- out some of the newly enrolled. May I feed them when I
deem it absolutely necessary f* 'Vo this imiuiry no answer has been

souri

jNlilitia

—

found.

On

the

General

in

date, -hily 26, 1862, General Schotield addressed the
Uhicf throuoh his assistant adjutant-general:

same

St. Lons District,
Louis, Mo., July 26, 1862.

IIeapqcarters

*******
^Slf.

Col.

.1.

C.

Keltox,

AsKOitant Adjutant-General

.

Wa>'h))i(7ton,

D.

C.

Colonel:
I

jiropose to

make

the militia force thus organized self-sustaining, the expenses of

any time in active service being paid by those who are exempted.
want arms and amnmnition onlv from the United States.

those

at

I shall
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It would, however, greatly aid me could I be authorized to issue subsistence for a
I
short time, and when necessary only, until the organization should be perfected.
must use at once some of this force, and it is difliicult to do so without furnishing
subsistence in certain cases.
There are in tiie arsenal about 29,000 altered smooth-bore muskets not needed for
I respectfully request that Colonel C'allender be authorized to issue
general issue.
these arms and such others captured in Missouri as may be lit for service, and the
necessary ammmiition, upon my orders.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your ol)edient servant,

[Official

Records

of the

J. M. ScHOFiELD, Brigadier-GeneraJ.
Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. XIII, pp.

513, 514.]

To

General Halleok replied, July 30,

this letter

War

18()2:

Department,

Washington, July 30, 1862.

General Schofield, St. Lovix, Mo.:
Colonel Callender is authorized to issue such captured arms as he can spare to the
militia called into service.
I think they should be subsisted by requisitions on rebel
sympathizers and the seizure of property of rebels in arms.

H. W. Halleck, General

in Chief.

[Ibid., p. 522.]

On August 12, 1862, General Schofield, in his capacity as the representative of the United States in command of the military District
of Missouri, issued a general order announcing that during actiye
operations in the pursuit of guerrillas the troops of his command,
including the Enrolled Missouri jSIilitia. -svould, as far as possible, be
subsisted upon the enemy and those who had given aid to the rebellion,
such necessary subsistence for the militia as could not be obtained
from the country to be furnished by the commissary-general of the
Following is a copy of the order:
State.
Headquarters District of Missouri,
General Orders, \

No. 9.
St. Louis, August W, 1862.
During active operations in the field in pursuit of guerrillas, the troops of this
command will not be incumbered with transportation of supplies, but will, as far as
possible, obtain sul^sistence from the enemy and those who aid and encourage the
)

1.

rebellion.

Property taken for the use of the troops will be jsroperly accounted for, and nothing
wantonly destroyed or wasted.
The Enrolled Militia, when in active service, will be subsisted in like manner.
Such necessary suljsisteiiLe stores as can not be obtained from the country will be
furnished 1)y the commissary-general of the State.
Whenever it becomes necessary to use the property of the loyal people, vouchers
will be given in due form, which vouchers will constitute claims against the State,

will be

to

l)e

settled at

*

By

some future day.
:-

-"^

-:•

;;-

[Book No.

580,

On August

Department

*

::-

C. W. Marsh,
Assistant Adjittant-General.

order of Brigadier-General Schofield:
of the ^Missouri, p. 49.]

governor of the State issued an order relative
to the subsistence of the troops, as follows:
29. 1862. the

General Orders,"!

Headquarters State of Missouri,
Ab.tutant-General's Office,
St. Louis, August 29, 1862.

>

No.

:58.

J

*******

1. The quartermaster-general will supply the commands of the enrolled militia,
called into active service and performing duty with rations of hard bread, coffee,
sugar, and salt.
Subsistence required in addition to these articles will be taken from
disloyal citizens.

By

order of the

Commander

in Chief:

Wm.

D.

Wood,

Acting Adjutant- General.

[Journal ^Missouri House of Representatives, adjourned session, 1863-64, Part

Appendix,

p. 88.]
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Disorders luivin*i' rosultod from the execution of General Orders,
No. 9, from headquarters District of Missouri, the following order
for their suppression was issuc^d:
General Okders,

llKADtirAHXEKs District of Missocri,
St. Tjotm, September 2-2, 1862.
I. The general eoiiuuunding has learned, with inm-h regret, that in various parts
of the State, under pretense of I'arrying out General Orders, No. 9, from these lieadquarters, dated August 12, 18(>2, there has been ])erpetrated pillage and marauding
of the most uusoldierlike and disre]iuta]>le character.
The order in (luestion was carefully drawn, and the general commanding is no less
surprised than niortitied to find that it should l)e either innocently misunderstood
or wantonly perverted. Tlu' first paragrapli {)rovides, in language sethilously guarded,
that "during ai'tive operations in the tield in pursuit of guen-illas, the troops of this
command will not be incumbered with transportation of supplies, but will, as far as
practicalile, obtain subsistence from the enemy and those who aid and encourage
the rel)ellion. Proi)crty taken for the use of troops will be properly accounted for,
and nothing will be wantonly destroyed or wasted. The Enrolled ^lilitia, when in
Such necessary subsistence stores
active service, will be subsisted in like manner.
as can not be obtained from the country will be furnished by the commissary-general
Whenever it becomes necessary to use the property of the loyal people,
of the Stati'.
vouchers will be given in due form, which vouciiers will constitute claims against
the State, to be settled at some future day."
It must strike all with astonishment that the Enrolled Militia of the State not in
active service nor in pursuit of guerrillas should, in som^ cases, have quartered
themselves on unoffending citizens, and in others should have taken from their farms
But it is still more surprising and alarming that in other
provisions and supj^lies.
cases houses have been entered and articles taken not jiroper for the subsistence of
the army, and by no construction to be brought within the terms of the order.
Coniluct of this nature is eminently calculated to demoralize all who are parties to
The widest posit and to aggra\ate calamities which need no additional bitterness.
sible distinction should be made, both for the sake of justice and i>olicy, between
peaceful citizens and disturbers of the public peace.
So far as the troops of this t'oinmand are concerned (including the Enrolled Militia
of the State), all citizens remaining quietly at home, in pursuit of their ordinary avoNothing is liable to greater abuse
cations, are entitled to the protection of the law.
than to permit soldiers in tlie tield, or in camp, upon the mere surmise of disloyalty,
Any charge
to treat as guilty a citizen who is peacefully attending to his business.
of improper conduct on the i)art of such a person will very properly be reported to
the United States attorney for investigation: and if he be found guilty, punishment
will follow; but in advance of such conviction, suc'h citizens are to be treated its

No.

23.

)
)

innocent.
II. The Enrolled Militia of the State can only be called into active service by the
express orders of the division commanders, as provided by General C)rders, No. 24,
from headciuarters Missouri State ^Militia, dated August 4, 1862. After being thus
called into active service they may, when engaged in active operations in the field
in pursuit of guerrillas, subsist on "the country; but these are the only circumstances
mider which this permissionis given. This departiu'e from military rules is justitied
only l>y military necessity, and is strictly cinumensurate with it. No such necessity
can be pleaded, except when rapid movement of a command is the essential condi-

tion of military success.
In no case will Cieneral Orders, No. 9, justify the taking of anything but supplies
for the subsistence of the forces in the tield, and whenever the owner c-an be found
a full descriptive list and receijtt will be given him, signed by the otlicer in command
of the detachment making the requisition.
Bv order of Briuadier-General Schofield:
C. W. Marsh,
•
Assistaut Adjutant-General.
[Book No. 580, Department of the Missouri, p. 55.]

On

October

12. 1862.

Maj. Gen. Sanntel R. Curtis,

who had been

assio-ned to tlie connnand of the Department of the ^Missouri, addressed
a letter to the (xeneral in Chief relative to th(^ subsistence of tlie militia,
in which he also re((iu'sted autiiority to i.ssiu^ l)lankets and clothing to
In this letter he said:
the militia in active servic(\

ENROLLED MISSOURI

59

MILITIA.

Headqx\\rters Department of the Missouri,
St.

Maj. Gen. H.

Louis, Mo., October 12, 1862.

W. Halleck,
General In Chief.

General: Many of the Enrolled ^lilitia of this State have been and are in actual
They have been called out for stated periods, say thirty days. Heretofore
service.
they have had half rations furnished by the Government, and I have ordered full
There are many of them doing
rations when they seem to need and deserve them.
good service, and very nuich need blankets and clothing. A month or two's service
would be worth a snit of clothes. There is a large quantity of gray clothing here
that can be colored; also a iiuantity of condemned clothing. 1 recommend the issue
of .such damaged clothing to these troops that have served a month and are again
on duty to serve thirty days at my discretion. I would in such discretion furnish
the most need}- and deserving. I submit the matter for your consideration. I have
avoided making any call myself for militia; but they were called before I took this
command, and they are many of them so useful they can not be immediately disThey have been called out by the governor or some of the local
pensed with.
militia commanders according to orders from General Schotield, with a kind of understanding they are not to be paid, and as far as possible are to be maintained at the
expense of the disloyal neighbors. The general plan seems to work well, but there
are a great many poor men in this kind of service very willing to work for nothing
who have not the clothes to work with.

*******
I

am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Saml. R. Curtis,

Major-General.
[Official

Records

of the

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series

I,

Vol. XIII, pp.

729, 730.]

The Secretary of War declined to sanction the issue of clothing
recommended l\v General Curtis. This decision was communicated in
a letter from the General in Chief of which the following is a copy:
Washington, D. C,

October 25, 1862.

Major-General Curtis,
Commanding, etc., St. Louis, Mo.
General: Your communication of October

12, in relation to the issue of clothing
to the militia of Missouri tailed into service for one month, has been submitted to
the Quartermaster-General and to the Secretary of War.
I am directed by the General in Chief to say that the Secretary of War "declines to
direct the issue asked for." Clothing will not be issued bj^ the United States to troops
called into service for only one month.
.
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
J. C. Kelton,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
[Ibid., p. 763.]

Under date of January 9, 1863, an order was issued by General
Curtis, pursaant to authority from the Secretary of War, in which it
was announced that, when in actual service, the Enrolled Missouri
IVIilitia would be entitled to draw forage and subsistence, and to be
furnished transportation by the United States. Following is a copy
of the order:
Headqi-arters Department of the Missouri,
\
St. Louis, Mo., Januarii 9, 1863.
No. 4.
j
Pursuant to authority of the Secretary of War. the Enrolled Missouri ^lilitia will
be entitled to draw forage and subsistence, and to be furnished transportation, when
in actual service, upon requisitions properly approved by the United States officer
commanding the district in which they may be serving. But snc-h militia will in
no case be considered in actual service except when called out by the governor of
the State, or a commander of a district, and only while they are retained in service
by such commander.
By command of Major-General Curtis:
H. Z. Curtis,

General Orders,

Assistant Adjutatd-Genered.
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order, the following

was issued from

State heudquurters:
Speciai, Okdkrs,

Headquarters 8tate of Missouri,

1

Ad.iutant-Generai.'s Office,

V

No.

4.

St.

j

Louis, January 13, 1863.

Provision ha\in,ii been made l)y the United States authorities for the supply of
subsistence and forage to the Enrolled ^Militia of ^Missouri when in active service, you
are therefore ordered to suspend at onee all assessments made within the limits of
your command for the support of the enrolled militia.
II. The Enrolled Missouri Militia, when in actual service by order of competent
authority, will draw their supplies from the nearest United States post.
By order of the Commander in Chief:
Wm. D. Wood, Acting Adjutant-General.
I.

[Annual Report Adjutant-General

of Missouri, 1863, p. 23.]

In June, 1868, authority was given by the Secretary of War for the
issue of clothing, camp and garrison equipage, and medical supplies
to the militia in active service, under the command of the commanding
general. Department of the Missouri, and on the 7th of June an order
was issued by General Schotield, who had succeeded to the command
of the department, as follows:

General Orders,

\

Headquarters Department of the

jNIissouri,

No. 47.
,S?. Louis, June 7, 1S63.
I. Authority having been given by the War Department to furnish clothing, camp
and garrison equipage, and medical supplies to the Enrolled IVIissouri ]\Iilitia in continuous active service under the command of the commanding general of the department, requisitions will be made in due form by the proper officers for such of the
above-named supplies as are required by the eight provisional regiments now in
These requisitions will be based upon the number of men now actually in
service.
service and will bear the certificate of the regimental commander to their correctness
and be approved by the commander of the district in which they are serving. The
requisitions so certified to and approved will be forwarded to these headquarters
without delay.
Officers of the enrolled militia desiring to draw sulisistence for their men must certify upon their provision returns that the troops retui'ned for are in actual service
and that all the men returned for are actually present for duty.
The United States officers in command of each district will inform the commissaries in their districts of the regiments and companies of enrolled militia that are in
service, the number of men for duty, and to whom they may issue rations without
referring the returns to the district commander.
Commissaries will report to the chief
commissary of the department any officers whom they have reason to believe return
for more men than are actually in service and present for duty at the time the return
)

*****

made.
Regimental quartermasters should draw the subsistence for their regiments upon
consolidated provision returns and distribute them to their companies.
*
it
is

By command

of

Major-General Schotield:

A. V. COLBURN,
Assistant

A djutant- General.

On September :26, 1804, Major-General Rosecrans. then commanding the Department of the Missouri, issued an address to "Missourians," appealing to them to rally in the defense of the State against
In this order he said, with referthe invading army of General Price.
ence to the equipment and subsistence of the militia:
General Orders,
No. 176.

\

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
Louis, Mo., September 26, 1864-

St.

)

Missouria)is:

*

*

*

*

•

*

*

*

V. The governor of the State has l)een informed of the threatened raid and
requested to call the militia to serve until the invaders are destroyed or driven from

.
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the State. I rely upon their courage and patriotism, and have only to say: Let your
assembling be prompt, and let the connnissioned oflficers see that proper steps are
at once taken to secure for their commands all needful supplies of arms, ecjuipments,
ammunition, camp and garrison equipage, and blankets.
Brig. Clen. E. Anson More, chief quartermaster of the State, will furnish these
supplies on requisitions made according to his instructions.
Tlie chief commissary of the department will furnish subsistence.

*******

By command

of ^lajor-General Rosecrans:

J. F. Bexxett,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

One inethod adopted by General Schofield for the support of the
Enrolled Missouri Militia was the assessment of "'the secessionists and
Southern sj-mpathizers in St. Louis County'.''"' For the purpose of
carrying- this project into effect he appointed a board of citizens.
This was done in Special Orders, No. 91. headquarters District of
Missouri, August 28, 1862, of which the following is an extract:

*******
Headquarters District op Missouri,

Special Orders, \
No. 91.

St.

1

Louis,

Augnd

28, 1862.

III. The following-named gentlemen are hereVjy appointed a county l)oard for St.
Louis County, viz: Messrs. Henry Moore, John Ca vender, G. F. Filley, Charles
Borg, and Ferdinand Meyer.
This board will assess and collect without unnecessary delay the sum of $500,000
from the secessionists and Southern sympathizers in St. Louis County.
The money thus obtained will be used in subsisting, clothing, and arming the
enrolled militia while in active service, and in providing for the support of such
families of niilitiameu and United Siates volunteers as may be left destitute.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

By

order of Brigadier-General Schofield:
C. W. Marsh,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Book Xo.

Department

580,

of the Missouri, p. 69.]

On August 30, 1862, three additional members of the board were
appointed and one of the original members was relieved. This was
done in Special Orders, No. 94, as follows:
Headquarters District of Missouri,
Special Orders, \
*S'/. Louis, August 30, 1862.
No. 94.
The following gentlemen are hereby appointed additional members of the St. Louis
County board, appointed by Special Ordeis, No. 91, from these headtjuarters, dated
August 28, 1862, viz: Col. John O'Fallon, Mr. Daniel Garrison, and Mr. James S.
(

Thomas.
Mr. John Cavender, being president

ment of the fund for the relief of
as a member of the county board.

Bv

of the committee charged with the disbursesoldiers' families, is hereby relieved from serving

order of Brigadier-General Scholield:
C. W. Marsh,
Assistant Adjutant-General

[Ibid., p. 73.]

Commissioners were appointed for the same purpose in the Central
The first announcement on the subject l)y the
commanding general of that district was as follows:
District of Missouri.
Special Orders, \
No. 3.
J

A

Headquarters Central District of Missouri,
Jefferson City, September 29, 1862.

large proportion of the wealth of the country is in the hands of disloyal inhabitants, who have no articles in kind iTHjuired for the suljsistence of troojts, whereby
they have hitherto escaped bearing a reasonaljle share of the burdens imposed upon
the disloyalists of the county. For the purpose of equalizing such burdens as near
as may be, an assessment of $5,000 is hereby levied upon the disloyal inhabitants of
I.
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Jefferson City, whfreof the sum of $o,000 will lie applied to subsisting the Enrolled
Militia whilst enuaired in aetual serviee, and the remaining $2,000 is apj>ropriated to
the relief of the (k-stitute families of the soldiers engaged in aetual serviee and to
relieve temporarily destitute refugees who have been driven from their homes by
rebels or liuerrillas.
II. Dr. William A. Curry, Dr. Bernard Bruns, P. T. Miller, esq., (\^1. Allen P.
Riehardsiin, and T. AV. Cloney, esq., are hereby appointed eommissioners to assess,
They will determine the [lersons npon whom
levy, and collect said sum of money.
the levy shall be made and tlieaniomit thereof that each shall pay.
HI. Said commissioners will at once proceed to determine who shall i)ay said
assessment, and to fix the amount to be paid by each. As soon as this is done they
will cause notices to be served upon said ]iersons, notifying them of said assessment,
and the amount thereof, whii'h they are respectively required to i>ay, and requiring
them to pay the same within ten days from the date of the service of the order.
IV. Should any person after being so notified fail, neglect, or refuse to pay the
amount so assessed and required to l>e paid by him for ten days, he will l)e arrested
and held in close custody, and the provost-marshal will at once seize sufhcient of the
personal jiroperty of such person to pay said assessment, and advertise and sell the
same without deiay, the sale to be in some public place, to the highest bidder for cash,
and to l)e made between the hours of 9 o'clock in the forenoon and o o'clock in the
afternoon.
V. The money collected for the subsistence of the militia will be paid out by the
eommissioners, from time to time, as it is collected, on the orders of the quartermaster and ciimmissary for the Enrolled Militia at this place, who is hereby required to
account on his monthly statements and quarterly returns for a^l supplies paid for by
this fund.
VI. The monev collected for the destitute families and refugees will be paid out on
the orders of Dr. A. Peabody or Mrs. A. P. Richardson, 3Ii-s. T. L. Crawford, or of
any two of them, they being hereby appointed a board to distribute the same.
VII. This assessment may be paid in such articles as would be bought with the
money, provided the same will be delivered at t'ash jirices, as required, and at such
places as may be designated.

Bex. Loax,
Brigadier-General, Mhsovri State Militia.
[OtHcial Records of the

Siuiilar orders

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series

I,

Vol. XIII, p. 691.]

were published relative to the appointment of com-

missioners for other localities Avithin the Central District.
The connnandino- o-eneral of the Oistrict of Northeast Missouri also
appointed commissioners for the purpose of making- assessments for
the support of the '" loyal militia."'
Followino- is a copy of his order

on

this suhjei't:

Gener.\l Okokks, \
No. o.
It is only common
I

Hkadqiarters Dlstrict

Xorthea.«;t Missocri,
Mo., Ortoher ^\ iWV.

.Ua<-oi) CItii,

justice, if the loyal men of ^Missouri are required to take up
to preserve the peace of the State, that the disloyal, who can not be trusted
with the jmblic safety, and the semiloyal, who have enrolled as loyal, but neglect or
fail in their duty, should bear their fair share of the burden by sulisisting and, when
necessary, mounting the militia in active service.
In order that this may be done
systematically and work e(iual justice to all who are required to contribute, a comof
honest
in
mittee
citizens will be appointed
each county, whose duty it shall be to
levy an assessment for the sustenance of the loyal militia. These conunittees will
be governed by the following regulations:
I. The assessment will be levied in money and paid in either money or produce,
as the contributor may elect.
In case it is paid in money it will be paid into the
hands of the i-ommittee and by them turned over to the local conunissary, by
it will be expended in purchasing in the open market the subsistence retpiired for
the use of the troops; when it is paid in produce it nmst be in such kind of produce
as is ordered, and the amount must equal in money value at market rates the amount
of money levied.
II. The amount assessed by the committee will be in proportion to the wealth of
the persons assessed, and the standard for the estimate of wealth will be the last
valuation made by proper State otiicers.
III. The payment of assessments in produce will be made by delivery of the articles to the local commissary, and his receipt to the individual will be submitted to
the committee, to be entered on their books, and no payment of an assessment will

arms

whom
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be complete until the receipt has been go entered and countersigned by a member of
the committee.
IV. No articles of produce will be accepted in payment of an assessment except
meat, breadstuff s, and forage, and no money paid for an assessment must be expended
except for meat and breadstuffs and cooking utensils for the use of troops.
Y. The following i)ersons will be subject to assessment: First, all persons who
have enrolled themselves as disloyal or in symjjathy with the rebellion; second, all
persons who have failed or neglected to enroll, whether loyal or disloyal; third, all
persons who have enrolled as loyal or who are or have been notoriously disloyal, and
who have done no acts or used their influence to show their loyalty.
YI. Property of widows or orphan children less in value than $5,000 will not be
assessed unless they have given aid or comfort to guerrillas; in that case it will be
included in the assessment.
VII. The committee will keep a regular set of books, in which the names and residences of the individuals assessed will be entered, together with the estimated value
of their possessions and the money value of the amount levied, together with the
Substance taken for the subsistence of
dates and amounts of the payments thereon.
troops since the 1st of August last will, upon due proof thereof being made to the
committee of the fact and of its market value, be credited to the account of the person
from whom it was taken in making up the account of his payment.
VIII. "When an assessment is made and payment refused or neglected, after due
notice, the committee will notify the military commander of the fact, who will cause
property to four times the amount of the levy to be seized from the delinquent and
publicly sold to pay the amount.
IX. Notice of assessment will be made as follows: To persons living 5 miles and
less from the point at which the payment must be made four days' notice, and one
day longer notice for every additional 8 miles of travel necessary to make delivery
In extreme cases, of which the committee must be the judges,
of the amount levied.
shorter notice, at their discretion, may be given, allowing, however, a reasonable
time for the delivery.
X. Each member of the committee will take the following oath before entering
upon the discharge of his duties:
I,
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully and honestly
discharge my duty as a member of the assessment committee, constituted by General
Orders, No.
Headquarters Northeast 3Iissouri District, in accordance with the
rules therein laid down, to the best of my al)ility.
So help me God.
XI. Each local commissary will take the following oath before entering ujion the
discharge of his duties:
I,
do solemnly swear that I will honestly and faithfully discharge
the duties of commissary for the Enrolled Militia; that 1 will honestly expend the
moneys which may come into my hands from the assessment committee in the manner and for the purpose indicated in General Orders, No.
Headquarters Northeast Missouri District, and that I will not have any pecuniary or other interest in any
purchase which I may so make. So help me God.
XII. "When horses are necessarj to mount the local militia they will be obtained
by requisition upon the county committee, who [will] direct them to be furnished by
those subject to assessment who can best spare them, taking care to avoid stripping
a farm entirely or seriously crippling its means of cultivation.
These horses will be
receipted for by the committee and to them by the militiamen to whom they are
issued, who will be held responsible for their return and careful usage.
In case they
are unavoidably lost or killed in action, of which there must be some proof, the
value will be paid the owner by a general assessment upon those required to furnish
horses.
Horses so taken will l^e returned to their owners as soon as the necessity for
their use is past.
In no case will horses be taken to mount a militiaman who can
mount himself, unless by so doing he would entirely strip his own farm.
By command of Brigadier-General Merrill:
,

—

,

,

—

,

Geo. M. Houston,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.
[Ibid., pp. 704, 705.]

On September

1, 1S62, immediately after the orgaiiization of the
Louis board of assessment, the governor of the State addressed
the banks and banking institutions of the city of St. Louis, as follows:
vSt.

Headqi'.vrters Missocri State Militia,
St.

Sir:

as

The

sum

you have seen from an
assessments upon those who are the known

money by

Louis, Scj'tewber

1,

ISdJ.

for the militia, and
is intended to raise the
enemies of the Government.

of §150,000 to purchase
order of General Schotield, it

State requires the

arms
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money

for the aliove

purpose imme-

have caused the sum to be divided among the banks of the city in
proportion to their capitah In such distribution I have to request that you will
so that the State can have the use of it until sufficient
make provision for $
money shall be collected by the assessments, out of the first of which the money now
asked will l)e repaid.
H. R. Gamble.
Your obedient servant,
diately,

and

I

,

[Journal Missouri House of Representatives, adjourned session, lS6o-64, Part

Appendix,

I,

p. o54.]

The money, $150,000, asked for by Governor Gamble was prompth'^
advanced and was expended in the State service, but the authority for
or the expediency of the proposed assessment having been caUed in
question, the governor, on December 2, 1862, addressed the banks
from whom advances had been received, as follows:
St. Louis,

December

2, 1862.

Sir: I appealed some time since to the different banks and banking institutions of
the city for an advance of the sum of $150,000 for the purpose of arming the enrolled
militia of the State, the advance to be refunded out of the proceeds of an assessment
then recently ordered by General Schofield.

The banks with commendable promptness made the advance.
]\Iy present object is to know whether the institutions will release the security
afforded by the assessment, and rely upon the State for the remyment of the money
whit'h has been expended in its service.
H. R. Gamble,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Governor of Missouri.
[Il)id., p. 354.]

To

this letter the banking- institutions replied in

form

St. Louis,

as follows:

December

4,

1862.

Hon. H. R. Gamble,
Governor of

Dear

3fissoi(,ri.

Understanding from your communication of 2d instant that it is desired
that the assessment should be dispensed with, I am authorized to say that if such
will waive any claim we may ha\"e <jn the
should be the case, the
funds which would have been collected from that source.
Sir:

Respectfully, etc.,

.

[Ibid., p. 355.]

lender date of December 5, 1S62, General Schofield, in answer to a
communication from the president of the assessment board, stated that
in the matter of the proposed assessment he had acted ui)on his own
responsi])ility as an officer of the United States and not under the
orders of the governor of Missouri, though the measure had the
approval of that official. Following is a copv of General Schotield's
letter:
St. Louis,

James

S.

Mo. December
,

3,

1862.

Thomas, Esq.,

President

St.

Louis Counfi/ Board.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receii)t of your communication of the
3d instant, in which you recpiest nie to answer, for the information of the county
l>y me, and
under which your board is now acting:
First. Is it ordered under the authority or ajiproval of Hamilton R. Gamble as
governor of the State of Missouri?
Second. Is it an order of your own as coinmaii<ler of the State troops of ^lissouri,
or as commander of the militia enrolled under the order of the governor?
Third. Is it an order of your own as commander (if the military District of Missouri; and if so, is it recognized by the War Department?
These questions can doutitless ])e most satisfactorily answered by a brief reference
to the military condition of ^lissouri at and atxiut the time the order was issued, and
to the position occupied by myself at that time.
By aiii)ointment from the majorgeneral commanding the Department of the Mississippi, I was commander of tiie

board, the following questions touching Special Orders No. 91, issued
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military District of Missouri, and as such, acted purely under the authority of the
United States. I was placed here for a certain definite purpose, which may be
briefly stated
to restore the authority of the United States throughout the State of
Missouri and to restore and preserve the peace of the State. To enable me to accomplish this, there was placed at my disposal a certain military force, composed of
United States Volunteers and the State militia raised for this special service, under
an agreement between the governor of Missouri and the President of the United

—

States.

For a time this force seemed quite sufficient for the purpose, but soon military
operations in Arkansas and Tennessee rendered necessary the withdrawal from Missouri of a large portion of the troops originally assigned to my command.
Soon after this, in pursuance of a plan of the rebel government, large numbers of
rebel troops from Missouri were sent back into the State with conmiissii)ns to recruit
and organize troops for the Southern army. Some of these returned rebels succeeded
in passing secretly through our lines, others were arrested, and others gave themselves up and took the required oath and pan )le, professing their desire to return to
their allegiance.
These emissaries from the rebel government s]iread themselves
over the State, and secretly enlisted, organized, and officered a very large number of
men; places of rendezvous were designated, and all were ordered to hold themselves
Their jjlan was to mainin readiness to assemble when the signal should be given.
tain their ground in Missouri, if possible, and if not, to make the best of their way
They were promised, and to some extent received, cooperation from
into Arkansas.
the enemy's forces in the latter State. So extensive was their organization that notwithstanding the discovery and partial prostration of the scheme, not less than
Aware of the impending
10,000 guerrillas were at one time in arms in Missouri.
danger, I called upon the United States Government for naore troops. The reply was
that not a single regiment could be furnished. There was nothing left, then, but to
call forth the latent power of the State to save her from the horrors of guerrilla war,
and to preserve the authority of the United States within her borders. I therefore
availed myself of my position as brigadier-general of the Missouri militia, and called
upon the Government for authority to enroll and organize all the militia of the State
and to call into active service such force as I might deem necessary. This authority
was readily granted, and the work immediately commenced. With the immense
difficulties which lay in the way of its successful prosecution, arising from the apprehension and distrust excited in the minds of the people, both loyal and disloyal, and
the doubts existing in the minds of many of the success of so great an experiment,
tried for the first time in the country, your board are, perhaps, as familiar as myself.
Its final triumph and ha]>py results are known to every one in Missouri.
Not the least of the difficulties to be overcome was to provide the means for arming
and subsisting this force. Some arms were furnished by the United States, but soon
this source failed.
Subsistence was entirely denied. 1 was therefore again thrown
upon my own resources to provide the means for performing the duty assigned me by
Under these circumstances I deterthe Government, viz, "to take care of Missouri.
mined that those who, by their open or secret aid and encouragement to the rebellion,
had brought upon the State so great a calamity should bear the extraordinary expense
necessary to bring back a state of peace and prosperity, and at the same time be
made to realize that such crimes could not be committed with impunity. The mode
of accomplishing this was a matter for careful consideration, particularly whether it
should be done under State or Federal authority. The money was to be chiefly used
for the support of a State force, for whose maintenance the United States were in no
way responsible and provided for by no law of Congress. The State was entirely
without means to meet such expense, and I was so informed by the governor. On
the other hand, this force was called into existence solely to enable me to discharge
the important and difficult duty assigned me by the United States Government, and
to enable me and my pretlecessors to accomplish which we had been entrusted with
all the powers of martial law.
There was manifestly no other law, either State or
Federal, under which the money required could be raised for the specific purpose,
either by assessment of disloyal persons or otherwise, nor by which those guilty of
aiding in bringing calamity upon the State could be made to feel the sting of just
retribution before it should be too late to produce good results.
It w as therefore
manifest that the order should spring from United States authority, the source of
martial law.
Hence the order was issued from "Headquarters District of Missouri,"
and possessed whatever of force I could give it in my capacity as representative of
the military power of the United States in Missouri.
The above is substantially an answer to all your questions. I acted in this, as in
all other matters, upon my own responsibility as an officer of the United States, and
not under the orders of the governor of Missouri. It was a matter with which the
'

'

S-
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governor had officially nothing to do, although he expressed nnhesitatingly his
approval of the measure, and proceeded at once to raise funds to meet the present
necessities of the military service, pledging, as he was authorized by me to du, the
money to lie raised by assessment to meet the liabilities thus incurred.
Your first question may therefore lie briefly answered thus: The order was issued
not under the authority but with tiie approval of the governor of Missouri.
Your second (luestit)n is answered in the negative.
In order that your third (juestiou may be fully answered, it is proper for me to
state that no intimation of either approval or disapproval of the measure has ever
reached me from the AVar Department.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Brigadier-General.
[Official
I,

Records

of the

Union and Confederate Armies,

Sei-ies I,

Vol.

XXII, Part

pp. 810-812.]

The enforcement of the assessment order by General Sohotield crememorial on the
ated great dissatisfaction and serious opposition.
subject addressed to the g-overnor of the State was l>y him referred to
Major-General Curtis, commanding the Department of the ]Mis.-<ouri,
who, on Deceml)er tl, 1S6'2, referred the matter to the General in Ghief,
with comments relative to the legality of the tax. Following is a copy
-^
of this communication:

A

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
I

have carefully read

this

communication

of the

>S(. Louis, December 9, 1862.
Rev. Dr. Eliot, and considered the

grave questions involved.
An order was issued l)y General Schotield, commanding the District of Missouri,
to levy half a million of dollars from the "secessionists and Southern sym])athizers of
St. Louis County, for subsisting, clothing, and arming the enrolled militia while in
active service and in providing for the su])port of such families of militiamen and
United States Volunteers as may be left destitute." As the fund is only to apply to
State troops and State paupers, I supposed the order was issued by General Schofield
in his capacity of a State brigadier-general; but the indorsement to me by the governor and the communication of General Schofield of the 5th instant, direi-ted to the
board of commissioners, seem to invoke the responsibility of the United States as the
Before taking any step myself in this matter. 1 theresole author of this assessment.
fore submit certain legal questions which arise in my mind to the consideration of
the commanding general in chief:
Can the United States levy and collect a special tax of this sort for a State purpose?
Are the enrolled militia in "active service" a State or United States charge".'
Does not such direct tax by the United States conflict with the general direct tax
levied by Congress?
Does it not conflict w'ith the confiscation law-?
Does it not conflict with the Constitution in the mode and object of taxation and
the right of tlie State to jirovide for its own militia?
The right to meet a military necessity by forced laws or forced assessments I claim
as a military necessity, but 1 do not perceive that such a necessity is presented now
where the order seems to apply.
I have, therefore, to refer the matter to Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, whose determination will be communicated to the reverentl and very worthy author of this document and to his excellency the governor.
Sajil. R. Cirtis, Major-General.

Respectfully,
[Ibid., pp. 802, 803.]

On

December 10. 18«j2, General Curtis addressed
Governor (lamble on the same subject, in which he said:

the following day,

a letter to

Headqcarters Department of the Missouri,
St.

Gov. Hamilton R. Gamble,

St.

Louis, December 10, 1862.

Louis, Mo.

Sir: Your note of the 1st instant, on the subject of assessment, saying that you
inform gentlemen who come to you "that the assessment stands upon United States
authority, and not upon State authority," was duly received and carefully consid-
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I have supposed it a State proceedino;, and expressed my determination to
support your officers in their efforts to execute your will, if found necessary. Since
you and General Schotield regard it as an act of the United State;*, urave questions
arise in my mind as to the harmony of my exercise of such powers in the face of the
I have, therefore, referred
Constitution, the revenue laws, and the confiscation act.
the whole matter to headquarters, for the consideration of General Halleck, pending
which the President has directed me to stay all further proceedings.
I have the honor to be, governor, your excellency's obedient servant,
Saml. R. Curtis,
Mit)or-Genend, Commanding Department of the Missouri.

ered.

[Ibid., p. S27.]

The

instructions of the President referred to in General Ciirtis's
Governor Gamble were as follows:

letter to

Executive Mansion,
Washington., December 10, 1862.

^Major-General Ccrtis,

St. Louis, Mo.:
Please suspend, until further order, all proceedings on the order made by General
Schofield, on the 28th day of August last, for assessing and collecting from secessionists and Southern sympathizers the sum of $500,000, etc., and in the meantime make
out and send me a statement of facts pertinent to the cjuestion, together with your

opinion upon

it.

A. Lincoln.
[Ibid., p. 826.]

On December

30, 18ti2, the Governor issued an order prohibiting
of assessments by officers of the Enrolled Missouri Militia.
This order reads as follows:

making

the

General Orders,

Headquarters State of

^

jNIissouri,

Ad.iutant-General's Office,
No. 50.
St. Louis, December 30, 1862.
J
The impression seeming to exist among officers of the Enrolled Militia that the
orders heretofore issued from district or department headquarters by United States
officers, in regard to assessments, are to be executed by them, this order is published
to correct any such impression and to ijrevent confusion.
The Enrolled Militia are under the exclusive command of their own officers, except
when they are by express orders placed under the command of United States officers,
and they will be governed only by such orders as may be issued from these headquarters.
If, therefore, any officers of the Enrolled Militia are engaged in making
assessments in pursuance of orders from United States commanders they will immediately suspend all action under said orders.
No orders authorizing assessments have ever been issued from these headquarters,
and none will, therefore, be made by the Enrolled Militia.
By order of the Commander in Chief:
W.M. D. Wood,
y

Acting Adjutant-General.

[Journal Missouri House of Representatives, adjourned session, 1863-64, Part

Appendix,

I,

p. 100.]

On the following daj' Governor Gamble advised the President of his
action in a communication of which the following is a copy:
Jefferson City, Mo., December

31, 1862.

His Excellency Abraham Lincoln,
President of the United States:
I

have stopped

suspension of

[Official
I, p.

888.]

all

assessments of Enrolled Militia. Please order by telegraph the
assessments by United States officers. Great distress is produced.
H. R. Gamble,
Governor of Missouri.
all

Records

of the

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series

I,

Vol.

XXII, Part
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A few days later, on Januaiy 3, 18H8, Brigadier-General Merrill,
commandino- the District of Northeastern Missouri, instructed his subordinates relative to assessments as follows:

Headquarters District of Northeastern Missouri,

Circular.]

Warrentou, Mo., Januarys, 1863.
Gentlemen: I am directed by General Merrill to instruct you that no orders from
any competent source have been given to stop the as8essnient in northern -Missouri,
and that no such order will be made at any future time, except it be by some
authority of an officer superior to himself, and then it will be against his hearty proYou will accordingly proceed with your work as rapidly as possible in order
test.
Should any order stopping the
that the amounts as.sessed may be collected at once.
assessment be ma^le by proper authority you will be at once notified. I am directed
to state, in addition, that, in this matter, you are not under the control of any local
military commanders, or subject to any orders, except those from General Merrill.
Neither are you subject to any control from the governor or any otiii-er of the

Enrolled Militia of this State in regard to the matter.
By order of Brigadier-General Merrill:

Geo. M. Houston,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.
[Ibid., Part II, p. 16.]

On

Januar}^

5,

1863, the President addressed Major-General Curtis
in a letter of which the follo\ving- is a cop}'':

on the same subject

Executive Mansion,
Washington, Januarys, 1863.

Major-General Curtis.
Sir: I am having a good deal of trouble with Missouri matters, and I
One class of friends believe in
to write you particularly about it.
greater severity and another in greater leniency in regard to arrests, banishments,
and assessments. As usual in such cases, each ciuestions the other's motives. On
the one hand, it is insisted that Governor Gamble's Unionism, at most, is not better
than a secondary spring of action; that hnnkerism and a wish for political influence

My Dear

now

sit

down

stand before Unionism with him. On the other hand, it is urged that arrests, banishments, and assessments are made more for private malice, revenge, and pecuniary
This morning I was told by a gentlemen, who I
interest than for the public good.
have no doubt believes what he says, that in one case of assessments for $10,000, the
If
different persons who paid compared receipts, and found they had paid $30,000.
this be true, the inference is that the collecting agents pocketed the odd $20,000.
And true or not in the instance, nothing but the sternest necessity can justify the
making and maintaining of a system so liable to such abuses. Doubtless the necessity for the making of the system in Missouri did exist, and whether it continues for
the maintenance of it is now a practical and very important question. Some days
ago Governor Gamble telegraphed me, asking that the assessments outside of St.
Louis County might be susjiended, as they already have been within it, and this
morning all the members of Congress here from ^Missouri but one laid a paper before
me asking the same thing. Now, my belief is that Governor Gamble is an honest
and true man, not less so than yourself; that you and he could confer together on
this and other Missouri questions, with great advantage to the public; that each
knows something which the other does not, and that acting together you could about
double your stock of pertinent information. May I not hope that you and he will
attempt this? I could at once .safely do (or you could .safely do without me) whatever
you and he agree upon. There is absolutely no reason why you should not agree.
Yours, as ever,
A. Lincoln.
[Ibid., pp. 17, 18.]

On January 20, 1863, the Secretary of War advised General Curtis
that the order suspending- '^assessments for damages'' was not designed
to be limited to St. Louis, but was meant to include all such assessments in the State of Missouri. Following is a copy of his comuuuiication:
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"War Department,

Washington, January 20, 1863.

Major-General Curtis, St. Louis, Mo.:
The order suspending for the present any further action upon assessments for damages was not designed to be hmited to St. Louis, but was meant to include all such
assessments in the State of INIissouri. You will, therefore, suspend them until
further instructions.

Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretani of War.
[Ibid., p. 64.]

And on the same day Brigadier-General Merrill, whose order of
January 3, 1868, is quoted above, issued the following circular, copies
of which were addressed to his subordinate commanders:
Headquarters District of Northeastern Missouri,

Circular.]

Warrenton, Mo., January ^0, 1863.

Gentlemen: You will
ments you have made.

not, for the present, continue the collection of any assessIt is hoped that the proper knowledge of this matter on the
part of the President will soon permit the resumption of your work, which for the
present, on accoimt of strong opposition made to it by your representatives in ConIt would be well to let your repregress and the President, must be suspended.
sentatives have a knowledge of your feelings on the subject, as they are now working against it with such force as makes it advisable to bend tb the pressure for a
little while, for fear of a Presidential order revoking the whole thing.
With much respect, your obedient servant,

Lewis Merrill,
Brigadier-General,

Commanding

District of Northeastern 3fissouri.

[Ibid., p. 64.]

It is possible that some of the more recent of the foregoing orders
and instructions had reference to assessments for the payment of
damages sustained by loyal citizens from the depredations of guerrilla

bands, as

militia.

The

Avell as to the assessments for the support of the loyal
histor}' of the former class of assessments, however, is

foreign to the subject of this paper.
It is sufficient here to state that
the project of making assessments upon the alleged disloA^alists for the
support of the Enrolled Missouri Militia does not appear to have been
revived. It will be seen from another part of this paper that about the
time the project was abandoned provision was made by the General
Government to furnish the Enrolled Missouri Militia with forage,
subsistence, and transportation when on active service, and that authorit}'^ was subsequently given by the Secretary of War for the issue of
clothing, camp and gairison equipage, and medical supplies.
Provision was made by the legislature of the State for the ""pavment and support" of the Enrolled Missouri Militia by an act approved
Mai'ch 0, 1863, of which the following is an extract:

AN ACT

to provide the

means

for tlie

payment and support

of the enrolled militia forces of the Stale

of Missouri.

Be

it

enacted by the general assembly of the State of Missouri, as follows:

For the purnose of paying the Enrolled Militia, including surgeons and physicians, who have been in the service of the State, and such other militia forces as maj'
be ordered into the service of said State, the governor is herel)y authorized and
directed to cause to be issued State bonds as the same may be required frcnu time to
time, to pay the militia forces afoi'esaid for services actually rendered to the State, in
sums of one, three, live, ten, and twenty dollars each; in all not to exceed in amount
three millions of dollars, and which shall be known as "Union Military Bonds," and
shall be payable at the office of the treasurer in Jefferson City, Missouri, twelve
§ 1.
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inontlis al'tm* date, with six jter ceutuin interest from date, out of the Union jNIilitary
Fund hereiiuU'trr provided, and sluill be redeemable at any time thereafter at the
])leasure of tlie State.

*

x-

•A-

A

*

*

»

*

hereby created which shall be denominated the "Union ^lilitary
Fund," and shall consist of all moneys that may come into the Treasury of the State
from appropriations made by the Congress of the United States to the State of ^lissouri, for tiie purpose of paying the militia forces thereof, or for indemnity for
expenses incurred in sujjpressing the rebellion, or by loan for that piU"])Ose; and all
§ 9.

fund

is

taxes, dues, assessments, tines, and other liabilities that may l)e levied, assessed, and
collected for, or may be due or coming to said State, by virtue of this or any other act
for the special puri)ose of paying the militia; and this fund shall l>e and is pledged
for the payment and redemf^tion of all the bonds, i)rincipal and interest, which may
be issued under this act (and shall be set apart l)y the Treasurer for that purpose
only), and paid out under its provisions.
§ 10. I'^ach and every person liable to do and i^erform military service contained
within the folUnving i-lasses, shall be exempt from such service during each year on
the annual payment of a comnmtation tax in i-nnsideration of such exemption equal
to ten dollars cai'li, and one i)er cent, upon the assessed value of his property: First,
all persons who have refused, or who may hereafter refuse, for any cause, to perform
military service.
The i-ommutation tax, in this section provided, shall he assesse<l
and collected on assessment rolls, to be maile out for each county by such military
otticers as maybe assigned to that duty, and such commutation tax shall be collected
and paid into. the State Treasury as jmrt of said fund, as })ro>ided in the next section.

*******

§ 14. The governor is hereby authorized and diret'ted to borrow any sum of money
not exceeding one million five hundred thousand dollars ujion l)onds of the State,
signed by himself and countersigned by the Secretary of State, with the great seal of
the State attached, not having less than one, nor more than three years? to run, at
seven percent, interest, with coupons attached for the interest, payable semiannually
at Jefferson City, Missouri.
Said bonds shall be redeemal)le at maturity, and the
priiu'ipal and interest shall be paid out of the ^lilitary Fund created by tiiis act.
The bonds thus issued shall be registered in the secretary's othce, and the money
borrowed thereupon shall be paid out to the Enrolled Militia for active service, as
prescribed in this act.
riiese loans may be obtained from banks, or individuals, in
^Missouri i>a]>er. United States Treasury notes made a legal tender, or other current
funds; and in case said loan is effected, the bonds in this bill provided shall not be

issued.

Aj^proved, IMarch

[Laws

9, 1863.

of Missouri, 1S6.S, pp. 25-29.]

In an act of tho leoislatufo appfovod March 'i;>. 18(>3. tho tenth section of the act of March i». lSti;>. was so anionded as to rtniiiiro tho
annual payment of ^80 instead of ^U> coinniutat'u)i\ tax in lion of
personal service.

As reported by the adjutant-general of the Stiite (Annual Report,
1863, p. 30), the provisions of the State law perinittine- exemption
from militia duty t)n the payment of the connmitation tax interhnvd
o-reatly with the t>Hiciency of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, and it wa>
fonitd expedi(Mit by the o-overnor of the State to order that the law
should not ap])ly to persons who had been detailed for active service
in the proxisioiuU reoiments unless the payment of the tax had been
made in advance of the detail. Kollowiiio- is a copy of the ordtM"

******

General Ohokks,

|

No.
*

^

14.

j

IIkaiujcakikhs Statk ov Missoiki,
An.UTAXT-CiKNKKAl.'s Ol-KICE,
St. Louis, April Jo', IShS.

II. The section in the act of the general assembly, approved March .S, lS(i.S, which
allows of exemj)tion from militia duty ni)on payment of a conunutation tax is not
to be so construed as to allow of an exemption to any person who may be detailed
for active service in the )>rovisional regiments, unless the payment of the tax shall
be made before the pei-son shall be detailed for service. All pei-sons, therefore, who
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are liable to detail, and who desire to obtain exemptions, must comply with the law
by making the payment innuediately.
Bv order of the Commander in Chief:
John B. Gray,
Adjnta)d- General,
[Annual Report Adjutant-(u'neral of Missouri, iSti;;, p. 30,]

jMeti^ures were ;ilso adoptod to compel tho servico of persons subject
The
to military duty who should fail to pay the i-onmuitatiou tax.
orders on this subject were as follows:

General Orders,

Headquarters State of Missouri,

^

Adjutant-General's Office,

I

^\^. 23.

-Sf.

j

.

Louis, September

U,

1863.

All persons sulijeet to military duty in this State who have l)een assessed by the
commissaries of exemption for refiisiuir to i)ei-form militia duty, and who fail to pay
their commutation tax to the jiroper collector, when called on for the same, and
become delin(|uent, shall l)c rcitorted by such collector to the commander of his
Enrolled Missouri Militia district, or to such other person as said district commander
1.

shall designate.

The district conunander shall cause all such persons to be arrested without delay,
and require them to perform militia duty until said tax is fully discharged. If any
delinquent be considered an imjtroper person to bear arms, he will be required to
And all such persons Avill be allowed the same pay as other
l)erform fatigue duty.
persons similarly eiiiployed in tiie Enrolled Missouri Militia.
Bv order of the Conunander in Chief:

John

B. Gray,
Adjutant-General.

[Journal Missouri House of Kepresentatives, adjourned session, 1863-64, Part

ApPendix,

I,

p. 214.]

General Orders,

Headquarters State of

)

IMissouri,

Adjutant-CJeneral's Office,
St. Loais, February 20, 1864.
No. o.
I. By direction of the conunander in chief, the following otticers of the Enrolled
Missouri Militia are hereby detailed for active service as commissaries of exemptions
for the counties set opposite their names, for the current year, and will at once enter
upon the discharge of their duties as such.
I

\

*******

who have heretofore or who shall hereafter fail to pay the comwhen properly assessed, are required to perform n»ilitary service until

V. All persons

mutation tax,

is paid, they receiving the pay allowed to other persons in the military servthe same grade, and the commissaries of exemptions will cause all such persons to be arrested and recpiire them to perform fatigue duty until said tax is fully
discharged.
John B. Gray,
By order of 3Iaj. Cten. W. S. Rosecrans:
Adjutant- General.

said tax
ice of

[Annual Report Adjutant-General

General Orders,

of 3Iissouri, 1864, pp. 38-40.]

Headquarters State of Missouri,

'\

Ad.iutant-General's Office,

V

No. 20.

St.

j

*

*

*

*

*

Louis, Mail 10, 1864.
*
*

of exemptions are furthermore directed to forward to the comothcers of their respective districts, upon the date above mentioned, a list
endn-acing the names and residence of all persons liable to perform niilitia duty
within their counties who have failed to enroll in compliance with existing orders,
and who have been assessed in consequence of such failure, or who have failed to
pay the comnuitation tax when properly called upon, either for the year 1863 or
1864, in order that such persons nuiy be arrested and required to perform fatigue
duty until said tax lie fully discharged, in compliance with the ju-ovisionsof General
Orders, No. 5, current series, from these headquarters.
II.

Commissaries

manding

*******

Bv

order of Maj. Gen.

W.

S.

Rosecrans:

John B. Gray,
Adjutant- General of Missouri.
'

[Ibid., p. 43.]
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OBJECT OF ORGANIZATION, COMMAND, SERVICE, STATUS.

The

object of the organization of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, as
oeneral orders relating to their enrollment and embodiment as a military force, need not be here repeated. Contemporaneously with the issue of those orders General Schotield addressed the
General in ('hief, through his assistant adjutant-general, a letter ir^
which he said, with regard to the purpose of the organization:

given

in the

Headquarters
St.

St. Loi'is District,
Louis, Mo., July £6, 1862.

Col. J. C. Kelton,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Washington, D. C.

Colonel: I have the honor to inclose, for the information of the major-general
commanding, copies of orders recently issued by the governor of ^Missouri and
myself, directing an enrollment of all the militia of the State preparatory to calling
into service such force as any emergency may render necessary.
My reasons for adopting this course are the following: Large numbers of returned
soldiers from Price's army, having found their way back to their homes, have
secretly organized nearly the entire re1;)el portion of the State and are beginning to
carry out the declared intention of some of their leaders to wage a war of destruction
and extermination upon the loyal people, while Price is organizing a force in Arkansas with the purpose of reentei'ing Missouri, if possible.
So much has the ijrobability of this result taken hold of the rebel mind in ^Missouri that a general rising among
them is certain unless prompt and vigorous measures be tak€n to put it down.
Whether any considerable force will attempt to enter Missouri I am hanlly able
to judge, as it depends mainly upon the movements of General Curtis and their
result.
One thing is certain, there is now near the Arkansas line, south <^f RoIIa, a
much larger force than I can cope with unless I concentrate a large portion of
force
and leave a corresponding portion of the State to be overrun by guerrillas. This is
the immediate and pressing necessity which has induced me to call at once for all of
the militia of the State to be in readiness for any emergency that may arise. The ultimate and still more important end to be accomplished is to place the State in a condition to take care of itseli without expense to the United States, and thus justify a withdrawal for more important service of troops in the service and pav of the United States..
'
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

my

I

am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J.

M. Schofield,
Brigadier-Ge)ieral.

[Official

Records

On August

of the

Union and Confederate Armies, Series

11, 1862,

Governor Gamble, writing

I,

Vol. XIII, p. 513.]

to the

General in

Chief, said:
Officers from Price's army have been for
I ordered a general enrollment of militia.
[Ibid., p. 557.]

some time

recruiting in north Missouri.

A

few days later it was announced in an order from State headquarters (General Orders, No. 23, of October 23, 1862):
Thev are a
the'State.

bodv organized

for the

purpose of preventing violations

of the

law of

[Journal Missouri House of Representatives, adjourned session, 1863-64, Part

Appendix,

I,

p. 89.]

On November 21, 1862, Brigadier-General W'armoth. commanding*
the Second District, Enrolled Missouri Militia, declared in a circular
order: ''The Enrolled Militia of the State of Missouri is in active service for the purpose of maintaining and executing the civil laws of theState." The full text of the order is as follows:
Headquartehs Second

District, E.
Rolla,

The Enrolled

M. M.,

November

34, 1863.

in active service for the purjwse of
maintaining and executing the civil laws of the State. This being the principal,
object, it will be well for all militia conunanders in this district to fullj- understand it.

Militia of the State of Missouri

is

—
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The laws of the State are for the protection of the Uves, hberty, and the property
Loyalty is a necessary ingredient to citizenship, and without it no
of its citizens.
man is entitled to protection, either for himself or his property.
Under the laws of the State of Missouri, property is recognized in slaves. Frequent letters have been received at these headquarters asking the advice of the commanding general in regard to fugitive slaves.
It is lii'vebij ordered, " That the slaves of all loyal citizens who shall esea])e to the
lines of the militia of this district shall, upon application and full satisfaction of the
loyalty of the owner, be given up."
Whatever policy may be adopted by the General Government with regard to this
species of property, it is not for the militia to anticipate, but it is hoped that a special regard will be had for the jaroperty of Union men, of whatever description it may
consist.
While our statute books contain legal enactments and provisions recognizing property in negroes, it will be the duty of the militia to protect the owner in the free
enjoyment of his property. In this waj- dissimulation and discord will cease, prosperity, peace, and happiness be welcomed as they return to the hearths of the great
Conunonweaith.

By

order of

H. C. Warmoth,
Brigadier-G'eneral, Commanding.
[Ibid., p. 89.]

On December 5, 1802, General Schofield, in a letter to the president
of the St. Louis County assessment board, quoted in full in another
part of this report, stated, in effect, that the purpose of the oroanization was to suppress guerrilla warfare in the State of Missouii, "and
to preserve the authority of the United States within her borders."
The objects for w^hich the provisional regiments of Enrolled Missouri Militia were formed will appear in a chapter devoted to those
regiments.
Under date of December ,30, 18t»2, an order was issued by authority
of the g-overnor of the State (General Orders, No. 50, quoted above), in
which it was declared:

The Enrolled Militia are under the exclusive command of their own ofhcers,
when they are l»y express orders placed under the command of United States
ofhcers, and they will be governed only by such orders as may be issued from these

except

[State] headquarters.

As reg-ards the status of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, BrigadierGeneral Vaughan, conmianding the Eifth Military District, said, in a
general order, dated

General Orders, \
No.

3.

J

March

11, 18H3:

Headquarters Fifth Military

District, E. M. M.,
Lexington, Mo., March 11, 1863.

The E. M. M. is exclusively a State force, organized by State authority and in
accordance with State laws, and as such is not amenable to or bound by any other
law. You are therefore required in all your dealings to obey and enforce the State law.
By order of
Brig. Gen. R. C. Vaughan.
Commanding Fifth Military District, E. M. M.
[Ibid., p. 90.]

On April 23, 18<!3, General Orders, No. 14, were issued from State
headquarters })rohibiting- enlistments from the Enrolled Militia into
the volunteer service of the United States when such militia had been
detailed for active service.
Following is a cop}^ of the order:
General Orders,
]
y

No.

14.

J

Headquarters State of

3Jissouri,

Adjutant-General's Office,
St. Loim, AprU 23, 1863.
be allowed from any organization of Enrolled

Hereafter no enlistments will
Missouri Militia into the volunteer service of the United States
1.

when such

militia

»
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have been

detaileil for active service,
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shall

have been embodied

as a force

in the tield.
r.v

order of the Conunander in Chief:

John

B. Gray,
Adjutant- General.

[Ibid., p. 257.]

On May iiO, ISHS. thecomniaiKl of the Knrolled Missouri Militia tlioii
in actual sorvioe within the State, includino- the Provisional Reo-inients,
was eont'erred upon Major-General Schotield, who had l)een assigned
This was done
to the command of the Department of the Missouri.
in orders from State headcjuarters published in general orders from
headquarters Department of the Missouri, as follows:
Gknekal Orders,
The

St.

J

followinia;

information of

Headquarters Department of the

\

No. 45.
all

order from headqnarters State of
concerned:

"General Orders,^

Louis,

]\Iissouri, is

^Missouri,
May SO, 1863.

pnblished for the

"Headquarters State of Missouri,

" Ad.iutant-Gexeral's Office,
''St. Louis, Mail 29, 1863.
"1. The command of the Enrolled Militia now in actual service within the State,
includinii' the Provisional Regiments, is conferred upon Maj.>»en. John M. Schotield,
commanding the Department of the Missouri.
>

"No.

17.

Sr

"By

•

*****
J

*

order of the Conunander in Chief:

"Alexander Lowry,
" Captain and Assistant Adjntant-General."

Commanding

officers of Enrolleil Militia in actual service will

make the customary

and returns to the commanders of the districts in which they may be serving.
These returns will be consolidated at district headquarters and forwarded to
department headquarters in the usual manner, but separate from the return of
reports

other troops.

By conmiand

of

Major-General Schotield:
A. V. COLBURN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Under

date of July 29, 18(38, General Scholield declared, in an order

from headquarters Department of the ^Missouri, that the act of Cono-ress approved March 13, 1862, prohibiting- persons in the military'
service of the United States from employing any of the force under
their command for the purpose of returning fugitives from service or
labor, applied to the Enrolled Missouri Militia in active service, and
that they would not be permitted to aid the civil authorities in the
arrest and return of fugitive slaves. Following is a copy of the order:
General Orders, \
No.

75.

Headquarters Department ok the
St. Loui.s,

i

IMissouri,

Mo., July £9, 1863.

The act of Congress approved March 13, 18(52, prohibits all officers or persons in
the military service (if the United States from em]>loying any of the forces under
their command for the i)urj)ose of returning fugitives from service or labor.
To prevent misaiiprehension as to the scope of this prohibition it is hereby
declared to extend to all troops in this department, including the Enrolled Militia of
Missouri in active service.
The latter, being under the command of the major-general commanding the
<lepartment, can not be permitted to aid civil officers in the arrest or return of
fugitive slaves.

By command

of

Major-General

Si-holield:

C. W. Marsh,
Adjutant-General.

Assi.^tant
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On Aiio-ust 11>, 1863, the general orders previously issued from State
head(|uarters prohibiting- enlistments from the Enrolled Missouri
This
]\Iilitia into the United States volunteer service were revoked.
was done in General Oiders, No. 21, of wdiich the following- is a copy:
General Orders,

Headquarters State of
]

No.

21.

much

^Missouri,

Adjutant-General's Office,

l

"S'^

j

Louis,

Avgmt

19, 1863.

General Orders, No. 14, current series, from these headquarters, as
prohibits enlistments from the Enrolled Militia, while in active service, into the
volunteer service, is hereby revoked; provided, however, that enlistments out of
this force shall be subject to" such restrictions as may, for the good of the service, be
made l)y Major-General Schotield, commanding that portion of the Enrolled ]Missouri

So

Militia

By

of

which

is

now in active service.
Commander in Chief:

order of the

John

B.

Gray, Adjutant-General.

[Journal Missouri House of Representatives, adjourned session, 1863-64, Part

Appendix,

I,

p. 2.57.]

And on August 27, lsr)3, the action of the governor in permittingenlistments into the volunteer service of the ITnited States was promulgated in general orders from headquarters Department of the
Missouri, as follows:
Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Louis, Mo., August 27, 1863.
No. 89.
(
Men belonging to the Enrolled Militia of ^lissouri, in active service, are permitted by the order of the governor of Missouri to enlist in I'nited States volunteer
regiments.
But to prevent abuse, it is ordered that when such men are duly enlisted,
their names, with the comi)any to whicli they belong, and a certificate of their enlistment, shall he sent In* the recruiting othcer to the colonel of their regiment, with the
request for their discharge. The colonel will order their discharge from his regiment, provided there be no charges against them. But if they are charged with any
offense, they will not be discharged, but will be held for trial and punishment.
No militiaman so enlisted will leave his militia company until he shall receive his
discharge from the colonel of his regiment. Without such discharge, his enlistment
in a volunteer regiment will be regarded null and void.
By command of Major-3eneral Schofield:

General Orders, \

C. W. Marsh,
Assistant A djutant- General.

On Septem))er 17. 1863. it was announced by General Schofield. in
an order from headcjuarters Departtuent of the Missouri, that the
proclamation of the President suspending the privilege of the writ of
habeas corpus in the cases of persons belonging to the land and naval
forces of the United States would 1)e held to apply to all ^Missouri
militia called into active service under the orders of the department
commander. Following is a copy of the order:
Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
\
St. Louis, September 17, 1863.
No. 96.
j
The proclamation of the President, dated Washington, September 1.5, 1863, suspending the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus in the cases of persons belonging
to the land and naval forces of the United States and other persons therein described
will be held to apjily to all Missouri militia called into active service under the orders
of the department commander.

General Orders,

*

By command

*
of

*

*

*

*

*

Major-General Schofield:
J.

A. Campbell,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

On September 26, 1863, the militia of the State, whether in active
service or not, was placed b}- the governor under the command of

76

MISSOURI TROOPS

UNION.

Major-General Schotield until further orders. This was done in
General Orders, No. 24, from headquarters State of Missouri, which
were published in orders from departmt>nt headquarters, as follows:
General Okders,
No. 102.

Headqcarters Department of the MissorRi,

\

St.

)

The following order from the governor

I.

Louis, Mo., September £8, 186S.

of Missouri

is

puVjlished for general

information:

"General Orders,
"No.

24.

\
J

"Headquarters State of Missouri,
''St.

Louis, September 26, 1863.

"The

militia of the State, whether in active service or not, are hereby placed
under the oonuiiand of INIaj. (ien. John M. Schofield until further orders.
"Ky order of the Commander in Chief:
"John B. Gray, Adjntwit-Geiteral."

All reports and returns of militia not in active service will ))e made, as heretothe adjutant-general of the State; and all reports and returns of militia in
active service will l)e made to the assistant adjutant-general at these headquarters,
through the proper subordinate commanders, in the same manner as those of United
States troops.
Militia in active service are placed on the same footing as United States troops so
far as regards their duties and subordination to the district or suljordinate commanders under whom they may be serving, but no militia officer will be placed under
connnand of a United States officer of a lower grade.
The militia not in active service are positively prohibited from exercising any
military authority, making arrests, or doing any other act which troops alone may
lawfuUv do.
*
*
*
*
II.

fore, to

•

*'

**

In case of emergency, which will not admit of delay. United States district commanders are authorized to call into active service, for the time being, such additional
forces from the Enrolled Militia of their districts as they may deem necessary, and
in such case will assign comijetent and reliable militia or other otficers to their temporary commands.
Except in the case mentioned above no additional militia will be called into active
service except by the orders of the major-general commanding.
All organizations of a military character, except such as are authorized by law and
ordei'ed by competent authority, are strictly prohibited.
By order of Major-General Schofield:
C. AV. :Marsh.
Assistant Adjutant-fjeueral.

]Major-General Schofield was succeeded in the command of the Departof the Missouri by Maj. Gen. W. S. Rosecrans, January 30, 1864,
and, in (leneral Orders, No. -t. headquarters State of Missouri, dated
Fel)ruarv 2, 1864, General Rosecrans was placed in command "of all
the militia of the State," thus succeeding to the authority, with respect
to the State militia, previously bestowed u])on his immediate predeGeneral Rosecrans
cessor in conunand of the military department.
was succeeded on Decem})er t», 1864, by Major- General Dodge, but it
does not appear that the latter was invested with the command of the
Enrolled Missouri Militia.
In his report (not dated) of operations in ^lissouri and northwestern
Arkansas from April 10 to November 20. 1862, Brig. Gen. John M.
Schotield reported, relative to the organization and ^ervice of the
Enrolled ^lissouri Militia, as follows:

ment

I had hardly maile the necessary <lisposition of my troops to i>reserve the jieace of
the State, upon the supposition that it was to be protected from invasion by the army
under (General Curtis, when the movement of his force to Helena left the entire
southern border unprotected and the State exposed to raids of the enemy's cavalry,
which it was impossible for me to meet without withdrawing protection from the
homes of loyal people throughout the State, which latter would have been to give
the entire State over to pillage and destruction.
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Abfiut this time commenced the execution of a well-devised scheme of the rebel
to obtain large reenforcements from Missouri and ultimately to regain
A large number of Missourians in the rebel army were sent
possession of the State.
home with commissions to raise and organize troops for the rebel army. i\Iany of
these succeeded in secretly i)assing our lines and in eluding arrest. 8ome were
arrested, and others voluntarily surrendered themselves, professing their desire to
return to their allegiance, and were permitted to take the oath of allegiance and
return to their homes as loyal citizens. These emissaries spread themselves over
the State, and, while maintaining outwardly the character of loyal citizens or evading our troops, secretly enrolled, organized, and officered a very large number of
men, estimated by their friends at from 30,000 to 50,000. Places of rendezvous were
designated, where all were to assemble at an appointed signal, and, by a sudden coup
de main, seize the important points in the State, surprise and capture our small
detachments guarding railri)ads, etc., thus securing arms and amnumition, and
cooperate with an invading army from Arkansas. At an early day I became aware
of the impending danger, and asked for cooperation from the force at Helena and
The former was promised, but failed. To the latter
for reenforcements in Missouri.
request t received the reply that none could be furnished. The plan of the enemy
had already begun to be developed. For the purpose of procuring arms for the large
force enrolled several liands of considerable strength suddenly sprang into existence
and attempted the surprise and capture of some of my small detachments, passing
rapidly from post to post, plundering and murdering the loyal people in their path.
Thanks to the activity and stubborn resistance of our troops, the rebels met with
very limited success; but with their failure, although repeatedly beaten by our
New bands made their appearance in all
troops, their numl^ers rapidly augmented.
parts of the State and commenced the work of robbery and murder for which they
had been organized. A very large and immediate increase of the force under my
command could alone save the State. To obtain this force from troops then in servNone could be spared from any quarter. Under these circumice was impossible.
stances I determined to call upon the governor of Missouri for authority to organize
all the militia of the State and to call into active service such force as might be necessary to aid me in destroying the guerrilla bands and in restoring a state of peace.
The authority was readily granted, and the work of enrollment, organization, and

Government

arming was immediately connnenced.

The difficulties attending the execution of this project of making available the
entire military power of the State were at first so great, owing to various causes, and
the results of its successful prosecution have been of so great importance, that the
subject seems to demand of me more than a passing notice.
It was the first attempt of the kind in this or any other country under similar circumstances, and hence was to a great degree an experiment, in w-hich much was to
be learned before it could be prosecuted to perfect residts. The first effect, and
which was to be expected, was to cause every rebel in the State who could possess
himself of a weapon of any kind to spring to arms and join the nearest guerrilla band,
and thus largely and suddenly increasing the force with which we had to contend,
while thousands of others ran to the brush to avoid the required enrollment. On
the other hand, the loyal men throughout those portions of the State which had
suffered from rebel outrages rallied at the first call with an eagerness which showed
how deeply they had suffered and how highly they prized the opportunity of ridding themselves once and forever of the great evil under which they had so long lived.
In the city of St. Louis and other portions of the State not subject to guerrilla
outrages the case was different. The President's order for a general draft of militia
had not yet been issued but was expected, and this was regarded as a step toward
preparation for it. Thousands fled from the State to avoid the enrollment. By the
disloyal of all shades it was assumed as part of a general conscription, intended to
force them into the ranks to fight against their Southern friends.
Many young men,
who would otherwise have been glad to remain quietly at home, were induced by
these misrepresentations to enter the rebel ranks.
Indeed, the question what to do
with the disloyal among those subject to military duty was the most difficult one to
settle.
Their obligation to do the required service was certainly no less, if not far
greater, than that of the loyal.
It was regarded by the loyal people, and apparently
with justice, a great hardship that rebel sympathizers should be excused from the
military duty which was recjuired of those who had been faithful to their allegiance.
Whatever may be said of the policy of embodying unfaithful men in a large army it
would manifestly have been ruinous in a scattered force, such as the militia must
often be, and where the loyal would often be outnumbered by the traitors.
It was first i>roposed to exempt them upon payment of a certain fee, but this
proved impracticable.
sum which the poor man in the country could pay was

A
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when required of the wealthy man in the city. Many reputed
men, but more mindful of their comforts than of the salvation of their country, would willin<fly pay a hii^h fee, whic-h tlie really loyal poor man could not, and
thus thi'ow upon the shoulders of his poor neighbor the burdens, of which the latter
was willing to bear his share but not the whole. Finally it wa'^ determined to take
the high gfdund that none but those of api^roved loyalty should be required or permitted to bear arms in defense of the State. 1 have had no reason since to doubt
ritlieulously s^mall

loyal

the correctness of the principle thus established nor the wisdom of the policy pursued untler it.
Another serious question was how to provide the means for arming, subsisting, and
clothing this force. A portion of the arms recjuiretl were supplied from the United
States Arsenal, but they were of a kind poorly adaiited to the service required of the
militia.
Subsistence was entirely denied, and clothing was out of the question. The
State was entirely without means.
The calamity under which the State was suffering had been brought upon her by
the influence of prominent and wealthy persons, thousands of whom were still living
in the State, and even in the city of St. Louis, enjoying the protection of the Government, and many of them growing rich upon their country's calamity. These
persons even yet did not hesitate to talk and act treason whenever they could do so
with impunity. They even persuaded young men to join the bands of outlaws who
were plundering the loyal people and driving them from their homes, and furnished
them with arms and money. No permanent peace could be expected in the State
until these aiders of rebellion should be banished or silenced.
For these reasons, after consultation with the governor of Missouri, 1 determined
to assess and collect from the rebels of St. Louis County the sum of §500,000, to be
used in arming, clothing, and subsisting the enrolled militia when in active service
and in providing for those families of militiamen and volunteers which might be left
Those living in the country were taxed in furnishing subsistence to the
destitute.
troops in pursuit of the enemy.
A board, composed of five of the most reliable citizens of St. Louis, was appointed
and directed to assess and collect the proposed tax. Its work was but little more
than commenced when my command of the District of Missouri ceased.
The enrollment and organization of the militia has been steadily pushed forward
until the present time, it having been impossible to commence it in some portions
of the State until very recently, in consequence of the occupation by large bodies of
the enemy, which have now, however, been driven from the State.
The number of men already enrolled is 50,900, about 30,000 of whom are armed,
while the State government has on hand several thousand stand of arms, which may
be distributed when necessary. I believe it may safely be said that [Missouri is now
in condition to suppress almost instantly any insurrection which can be conceived as
possiV)le, even if all the troops now in active service were witln Ira \vn from the State.
She has, at the same time, about 40,000 men in the service of the United States, consisting of volunteers
28 regiments of infantry, 10 regiments of cavalry, and 16 batteries of artillery.
Militia: Twelve regiments of cavalry, 1 regiment of infantry, and
2 batteries of artillery.
^Missouri may now fairly be classed among the loyal States.
May not the experiment which has been so successful here be tried with equal
promise of success in other States?
The order for a general enrollment was issued on July 22, 1862. By the 29th of
the same month about 20,000 men had been organized, armed, and called into active
service.
Many of these were mounted and joined the regular troops in active oi)erations in the field; others relieved the forces guarding important railroads and depots,
while some portions of the State were given over entirely to the Enrolled INIilitia;
]>articuhuiy was this the case in the northwestern portion.
The entire Northwestern
Division, under tlu' command of Brigadier-General Loan, was verj' soon in a condition to take care of itself, the other troops being sent first to the Northeastern Division,
and afterward transferred, with their very efficient commander, to the Central

—

Divisi(m.
Brig. Cien.

*******

W. P. Hall, of the Enrolled Militia, was assigned to the connnand of the
Northwestern Division on August 25, 1862, since wdiich time perfect peace has been
maintained in that portion of the State without anv aid whatever from the United
States.

[Official

Records

of the

Union and Confederate

,\rmies. Series

I,

Vol. XIII,

pj).

9-12.]

On October 20. 18(53, Geiierul Schotield, then major-o-eneral of volunteers, coniniandint;- the DepartnuMit of the ^Missouri, wrote to the
Pre.siclent relative to the Enrolled Missouri Militia:
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Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
>S7.

The President,

Louis, Octuher 20, 1863.

Washington, D. C.

Mr. President: In compliance with so much of your instructions, dated October
as directs me to report my opinion upon the availabiUty for good of the Enrolled
Militia of Missouri, 1 have the honor to submit the following:
1,

The services of the Enrolled Militia have been of great vahie, not only during the
summer of 1802, when they were tirst organized, but also during the present year.
The ten I'rovisional Regiments which the governor organized for continuous service,
and placed under my command, enabled me to relieve an equal force of United States
troops and send them to General Grant. On several occasions I have called out from
one to four additional regiments for temporarj^ service, to meet emergencie.s as they
have arisen. "With a few exceptions, they have responded with promjitness and
As an example, illustrating the value of this
alacrity, and have done good service.
organization, on the 18th instant I called out the Seventh Regiment of St. Louis to
Within six hours
relieve troops in the city which I wished to send after Shelby.
after the order was made the whole city was under the guard of this regiment and a
few colored recruits, and the old troops were on their way to Jefferson City. The
regiment was just as valuable to me during the short time that its services were
required as a regiment of regular troops would have been.
There are some points of ol)jection to the Enrolled ^lilitia organization, arising from
Militiamen are exemjated from active service for one year
defects in the State laws.
upon payment of the small sum of $30. The consequence of this is that, as a rule,
only the most worthless class of men are found in its ranks. The company officers
are elected by the men, and share their social and political prejudices, in addition tobeing generally incompetent, and in some instances disloyal, or at best of doubted
To remedy these defects the Provisional Regiments were formed by details
loyalty.
of both officers and men from all the regiments, eighty in numljer, of Enrolled
Militia.
In this manner ten regiments were formed for continuous active service of
They were troops
as good material as could be expected in a militia organization.
of about an average (luality, varying, however, greatly, some being very good and
others very bad. From their intimate knowledge of the country and people they
have been able to render quite as valuable service, in most cases, as United States
troops could have done. In some cases they have been a positive injury, in consequence of their participation in the unfortunate partisan feeling w'hich has si:)rung
up in the State. This fact is the most serious objection to retaining them in service.
There are also other objections which I will enumerate. This detail, by which the
active regiments are formed, is an arliitrary conscription, at least in many cases, and
hence is more odious to the men than a regular draft. While these troops are supplied by the United States with quartermaster, commissary, and ordnance stores,
they must look to the State for pay. The resources of the State available for this
purpose are now nearly exhausted, and hence if these troojis serve much longer
they must do so without pay. It will be impossible to preserve among them the
discipline and good feeling necessary to their efficiency for any considerable time
after their pay is stopped.
For these reasons I have proposed to myself to gradually dispense with the services of these troops as fast as their places can l)e virtually supplied by new troops
raised in Missouri for the general service, by volunteering or draft, and as fast as
success in Arkansas, and consequent increased security to Missouri, shall diminish
the force necessary to be kept in service here. I have every reason to hope that in
two or three months from this time these ten regiments can all be discharged; while,
so far from having to recall troops from the main armies to take their place, additional reenforcements can be sent from Missouri to those armies.
original design in organizing the militia of ^Missouri was to prepare the entire
military force of the State so that it could l)e quickly called into active service in any
emergency; such, for example, as a raid from Arkansas, thus diminishing greatly
the United States force necessary to be kept in Missouri. I still propose to carry
out this plan, preserving and perfecting the organization of the militia regiments so
that they will be available whenever they may be required.
For the reasons I have stated, I woukl not recommend that these troops be kept
in continuous service longer than necessary to prevent an actual withdi-awal of
troops from more important service. But I would not, for anj- reasons which now
exist, or which I can now foresee, recommend that they be clischarged until they
can be spared without any diminution of the main armies.
I have the honor to be, verj^ respectfully, your obedient servant,

my

My

J.

[Ibid., Vol.

XXII, Part

II, p. 660.]

M. ScHOFiELD,

Afajor-General.
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In September, 1864, when Missouri was invaded bv the Confederate
forces under Maj. Gen, Sterling- Price, Major-General Rosecrans, then
in connnand of the militar}- Department of the Missouri, issued an
order calling upon the citizens of the State to rally in its defense,
stating that the governor of the State had been informed of the
threatened raid and requested to call the militia to serve until the
invaders were destro3^ed or driven from the State, and on December
8, 1804, he issued a congratulatory order (General Orders, No. 220),
in which he returned thanks to the Enrolled Missouri Militia, among
other troops, "for the zeal and energy with which they performed
all the duties devolving upon them in the campaign which brought to
naught Price's formidable raid and defeated the schemes of the rebels
and traitors in Missouri and elsewhere against the State and the
nation."
Of the service of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, the adjutant-general
of the State said in his annual report for the year 1863 (p. 22):
Kegiments and parts of regiments were ordered into active service and relieved
therefrom at various times throughout the State whenever the emergency required
it, and Ufe and property, either from bands of guerrillas or an invasion of the enemy
In doing this a sound discretion was used,
in force, became unsafe in any locality.
so as not to involve the State in too great an expense for thei^ payment.

Again, in the same report (p. 24), the adjutant-general said:
During the month of January the Enrolled Militia in active service were continually engaged in skirmishes and tights with small l>ands of guerrillas and bushwhackers, in all of which they invariably routed the enemy whenever a fight could be gotten
out of them or a stand was made. The heaviest engagement in which the enemy
was in any considei-able force was at the battle of Springfield, upon the 8th of that
month, and the gallant part taken by the Enrolled Missouri Militia, under the com-

mand of Brigadier-General Holland, in the defense of that point against the attack
of the greatly outnumbering forces of the rebels under Marmaduke, forms a bright
jjage in the history of our State troops.
In his annual report for the 3^ear 1864, the adjutant-general said
(p. 37):

This body of our State forces, thus designated to distinguish it from other local
troops in the service of the United States, and which is properly the militia of the
State, has performed an immense amount of duty throughout the State during the
past year, and has proved a valuable adjunct to the troops in the service of the United
States in not only repelling invasion in force, but in suppressing the bands of guerrillas and cutthroats which, under the name of "Confederate soldiers," have, in a
great measure, succee<.ied in their attempts to desolate Missouri.

In 1863 a concurrent resolution was passed by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the State of Missouri as follows:
Resolved by the Senate {and House of Representatives concurring therein), That a committee of two (2) on the part of the senate and three (3) on the part of the house be
appointed to memorialize Congress to extend to the Missouri State Militia and the
Enrolled Missouri Militia the benefit of the pension laws of the United States and all
other laws conferring rights and privileges upon the volunteer soldiers in the United
States service.

[Laws

And

of Missouri,

in

adjourned session, 1863-64,

p. 102.]

1864 the following joint resolution was adopted:

Resolved hy the general assembly of the State of Missouri, That our Senators in Congress be instructed and our Representatives be requested to prepare and sujiport the
passage of an act through the Congress of the United States to secure to the widows
and orphans of deceased soldiers of the Enrolled Militia of this State who died or have
been killed in actual service, and to such soldiers of the same as have been wounded
in the service of the State in the present rebellion, such pension and bounty as may
be allowed by the laws of Congress to the volunteer soldiers of the United States.
Approved, February 15, 1864.
[Ibid.l
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It does not appear that any special legislation has been enacted by
Congress for the benetit of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, except for
that portion of the force known as the "Provisional Enrolled Missouri
Militia"" and certain companies of Citizen Guards, which classes of the
Enrolled Missouri Militia will be treated in this paper under their appropriate designations.
It is to be understood, however, that members of
the Enrolled Militia who were disabled by w^ounds or injuries received
in engagements with the Confederate forces while temporarily serving
under the command of United States officers were entitled to the pensions provided by the general laws (sec, 4698, Revised Statutes) to
militiamen disabled under such conditions of service whose claims were
prosecuted to a successful issue prior to July -i, 1874.
B}' an act approved April 17, 186(1, Congress authorized the reimbursement of the State of Missouri for moneys expended "in enrolling,
equipping, subsisting, and paying such State forces as have [had] been
called into service in said Stale since the 21:th day of August, 1861, to
act in concert with the United States forces in the suppression of the
rebellion against the United States."
And under
(14 Stat. L., p. 38.)
that enactment the State was reimbursed for expenses incurred in connection with the organization and service of the Enrolled Missouri

Militia.

On September 28, 1878, an opinion was rendered by the AttorneyGeneral that the Enrolled Missouri Militia "did not constitute a part
of the Army of the United States, but were a force acting from time
to time in cooperation with it; " "that the order disbanding such troops
€an not be considered the equivalent of an honorable discharge in the
sense in which those words are used in section 2304, Revised Statutes;"
and that the persons who served as members of the Enrolled Missouri
Militia are not, therefore, entitled to the benefits accruing under the
homestead laws from service in the Army of the United States.
(Opinions of the Attorneys-General, Vol. XVl, p. 148.)
It will be seen from the foregoing that the Enrolled Missouri Militia
was a State force, organized under the militia law of the State for
State service; that portions of it served, at various times and for short
periods, under United States officers, and in cooperation with United
States troops in defense of the State and, incidentally, in defense of the

United States; and that such portions of the force as were in active
service, under proper authority, w^ere subsisted by the United States
and were paid by the State, as State troops, for w^hich payment and
the expenses of organization and service the State was reimbursed by
the United States under special legislation providing therefor.
Three companies of the Fii'st Regiment and four companies of the
Sixty-third Regiment were mustered into the United States service in
1864, the former to serve thirty days and the latter to serve sixty days.
During the short periods mentioned these companies were in the military service of the United States.

As before stated in this paper, the Enrolled jNlissouri Militia numbered 85 regiuKMits, 16 battalions, and 33 independent companies, not
including the com panics of Citizen Guards having the status of Enrolled
Missouri Militia. It may also be stated that this enumeration does
not include the Provisional Regiments and Provisional Companies
formed by detail from the Enrolled Missouri Miltia.
S.

Doc. 412
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PROVISIONAL ENROLLED MISSOURI MILITIA.
As stated in the last preceding chapter, the crisis which had called
for the general arming of the people of the State had measurably
passed awaj' (Annual Keport of the Adjutant-General of Missouri,
1863, p. 27), and it was decided by the governor to organize a "'picked
force of men." to be detailed from the different regiments of the
Enrolled Missouri Militia, ""for a more permanent service," to consist
of those of the original force "who could most easily be spared from
their ordinary avocations, having Init few if any others dependent upon
their labor for support.'' Accordingly, on the 3d of February, 1863^
a letter was addressed to the commanding genera I'of the Eighth Military District of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, as follows:
Headquarters State of Missouri, Adjutant-General's Office,
St. Louis, Fehmary 3, 1863.
Brig. Gen. T. J. Bartholow,
Commanding Eighth Military District of Missouri, Glasgow, Mo.
General: By direction of the Commander in Chief, you are instructed to detail
of Enrolled 31ilitia within the P>ighth Military District, for
active service, 24 mounted companies, of approved loyalty and ethciency, to be provisionally commanded as follows:
First. Each company will consist of 80 noncommissioned officers and privates^
with 1 captain, 1 tirst and 1 second lieutenant. For this special service you will
divide this force into two commands of 12 companies; each command divided into
3 battalions of 4 companies each, and will assign to each command 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 3 majors, 1 adjutant, 1 quartermaster (who will act as commissary),
And for this purpose you will detail from the
1 surgeon, and 2 assistant surgeons.
regiments of your district 2 colonels, 2 lieutenant-colonels, 6 majors, 2 adjutants, 2
quartermasters, 2 surgeons, and 4 assistant surgeons, whom you know to be reliable
and ethcient officers for this duty.
For the purpose of regularity in reports, returns, etc., these commands will be
known respectively as the First and Second Provisional Regiments of the Eighth

from the organized force

Military District, Enrolled Missouri Militia.
As soon as these details are effected you will cause a consolidated report to be forwarded to the adjutant-general, giving the names of all commissioned otiicers, their
rank, and from what regiments of Enrolled Militia assigned, with the total of non-

commissioned officers and privates.
Duplicate muster rolls will be made

of

each company, showing the

letter

by which

designated, as also duplicate field and staff rolls, one of each of which will be
forwarded to the adjutant-general at the same time with the consolidated report.
As it is designed that this force shall be kept in active service continuously as long
as their service may be required, you will direct that periodical muster rolls be made
in the manner prescribed by Army Regulations.
These commands, while in active service, will be governed by the rules and regulations of the Fnited States Army and the Articles of War contained in Revised Army
Regulations; and as the design of this force is to repress any attempt at insurrection
and to prevent any combinations for rebellion against the Otovernuient and to maintain the laws of the State, you are enjoined to hold every officer to a rigid accomitability in regard to his inunediate command, and suppress at once, with a strong^
hand, any attempt at marauding, jilundering, or insubordination of any kind.
Immediately upon these details being completed you will make the necessary
requisitions for clothing and camp equipage ujion the quartermaster-general, who
it is
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be instructed to fill the requisitions upon the approval of the governor. For
the necessary supply of arms you will issue the arms heretofore issued to troops of
your district, so far as the same may be requh-ed, taking care, as far as possible, to
arm each battalion with the same caliber. It is deemed unnecessary to go further
into details, as these will suggest themselves in the process of completing the commands.
Great confidence is reposed by his excellency in the energy and fidelity of the general commanding in carrying out these instructions promptly, and much good will
result from a hearty cooperation of the officers and men detailed for this duty.
Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
Wm. D. Wood,
Acting Adjutant- General Missouri.

will

[Official

Records

of the

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series

I,

Vol.

XXII, Part

II, p. 95.]

A similar letter was addressed to each of the other commanding
generals of the militar}^ districts of the Enrolled Missiouri Militia,
modified in some instances as to the number of regiments and companies to be organized.
The result of these instructions was the formation of eleven regiments, denominated Provisional Regiments, Enrolled Missouri Militia,
and one company of the T\vent3"-sixth Provisional Regiment.
One effect of the organization of these Provisional Regiments, as was
intended, was the relief from duty of a large portion of the original
force of Enrolled Missouri Militia, which was thereafter to be called
into active service only in cases of emergency, while the Provisional
Regiments .were intended for "a more permanent service,-' or, as
stated in the orders for their organization, to be '' kept in service continually "' as long as their services might be required.
Another result,
as stated by the adjutant-general of the State (Annual Report of 1863,
p. 27), was that the effectiveness of the militia was " greatly increased,
for, although the number of men in service was in the aggregate
fewer, still that loss would be more than counterbalanced by the degree
of discipline which could be obtained in a permanent organization, so
to speak, commanded by judiciously selected officers.'"
To prevent the organization of dislo3'al men into companies of the
Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia an order was issued from State
headquarters, February 19, 1863, which has been quoted under the
title of ^' Enrolled Missouri Militia."
On May 29, 1863, in orders from headquarters State of Missouri,
the command of the Enrolled Missouri Militia then in actual service,
including the Provisional Regiments, was conferred upon MajorGeneral Schofield, commanding the Department of the Missouri, and,
in General Orders, No. 47, of June 7, 1863, from department headquarters, it was announced that, under authority from the War
Department, clothing, camp and garrison equipage, and medical supplies would be furnished by the United States to the Enrolled
Missouri Militia (including the Provisional Regiments) in active service.
On September 26, 1863, all of the militia of the State, whether in
active service or not, was placed by the governor under the command
of General Schofield, as military commander of the Department of the
Missouri, who, on September 28, announced the following:

*******

General Orders,

\

No. 102.

/

.

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St.

Louis, Mo., September 28, 1S63.

Militia in active service are placed on the same footing as United States troops, so
far as regards their duties and subordination to the district or subordinate com-
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mandeivs under whom they may be Her\'ing; T)ut no miUtia
under command of a United States ofiicer of a lower grade.

The following regiments of

P^nrolled Missouri Militia are

now

officer will

be placed

in active service, viz:

Regiment, Col. J. B. Douglass, commanding; Second Provisional
Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Harrison, commanding; Third Provisional Regiment,
Col. Bennett Pike, commanding; Fourth Provisional Regiment, Col. J. B. Hale,
commanding; Fifth Provisional Regiment, Col. Henry Neill, connuanding; Sixth
Provisional Regiment, Col. Henry Sheppard, connuanding; Seventh Provisional
Regiment, Col. J. D. Allen, commanding; Eighth Provisional Regiment, Col. Wm.
H. McLaue, commanding; Ninth Provisional Regiment, Col. Thos. L. Crawford,
commanding; Twenty-sixth Provisional Regiment, one company, Captain Kelly,
First Provisional

commanding.

By

order of Major-General Schofield:

C. W. Marsh,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

On January 30, 1864, Maj. Gen. W. S. Rosecrans assumed command
of the Department of the Missouri, and on February 2, 1864, he was
invested with the command of the militia of the State.
The Tenth and Eleventh Provisional llegimonts were disbanded pursuant to special orders from State headquarters, dated September 18,
1863, of whicli the following-

*

is

a cop}':

^

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,

Special Orders, \
No. 255.
i

>SY.

*

*

*

*

Louis, September IS, 1863.
*
*

5. The emergency for which the Tenth and Eleventh Provisional Regiments,
Enrolled Missouri Militia, were called into active service having passed, they will be
discharged from further service, excej^t the mutineers of the Eleventh Regiment,
who will be CDufined at hard labor until further orders.
6. The leading mutineers of the Eleventh Provisional Regiment, Enrolled Missouri
Militia, to be selected by the commanding officer of the regiment, will be confined in
the military prison and tried by general court-martial. All others engaged in the
luutiny will be sent under guard to Rolla, IMo., where they will be confined at hard
labor until further orders.

*******

By command

of

Major-General Schofield:

Frank Eno,
Assistanf Adjutant- General.

[Book No.

On May

94,

Department

of the Missouri, p. 69.]

8, 1864, as reported by General Rosecrans, then commandthe Department of the Missouri, but thirtj^-tive companies of the
Provisional Regiments remained in service. Of these thirt^'-iive companies, two regiments, the Sixth and Seventh, were mustered into the
military service of the United States for the period of twent}' months
from November 1, 1863, and were finally designated the Sixteenth and
Fifteenth Regiments Missouri Cavahy, respectively. The date of the
disbandment of the remaining companies has not been found of record.
As reported b}" the adjutant-general of the State (Annual Report of
1865, p. 43). the Enrolled Missouri Militia, which embraced the
Provisional Regiments, if any, then in service, was disbanded March
12, 1865, under the provisions of section 26 of an act of the State
legislature, approved February 10, 1865, (juoted in the precedingHowever, as also stated by the adjutant-general, "but few
chapter.
companies remained in active service up to the time of disbandment.
and they were chiefly those organized under General Orders, No. 107,
Departmentof the Missouri, seriesof 1864," hereafter to be referred to.
The objects of the organization of the Provisional Regiments, as
ing-
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stated in the orders for their formation, quoted above, were: (1)
"To repress an}- attempt at insurrection;'' (2) "To prevent any combinations for rebellion against the Government;" and (3) "To mainThe italicized words just quoted were
tain the laws of the State.^''
emphasized by the adjutant-general of the State in his annual report for
Other reasons for the organization of the Provisional
the year 1863.
Kegiments, as already shown, were: (1) The crisis which called for a
general arming of the people had passed; (2) a reduced force under
the new plan of organization would be as effective as a larger force
not subject to the same degree of discipline; (3) a large portion of
the original force would be relieved from active service.
Reports and orders I'elative to the character and services of the
Enrolled Missouri Militia, either directly or indirectl}" applicable to
the Provisional Regiments, have already been cpioted in this paper
under the head of "Enrolled Missouri Militia," The following additional mention by General Schotield of the Provisional Regiments is
here given as pertaining exclusively to the history of those organizations:

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
.SY.

Louisa,

Mo., December 10, 1863.

TowxsEND, Assistant Adjutant- General, Washington, D. C.
Colonel: I have the honor to submit a general summary of military operations in
this department since the 24th of May, 1863, when I assumed this command.
«•
*
*

Col. E. D.

»«•**

In addition to the above, the governor of Missouri had commenced the organization of nine regiments of militia, styled "Provisional Regiments," intended for conportion of this militia had been in active service for a
tinuous active service.
considerable length of time, Ijut not under the orders of the department commander,
suggestion the govand not acting in concert with the United States troops. At

A

*******
my

ernor placed these nine regiments under my command, whereupon the War Department gave me authority to supply them with everything necessary to their efficiency,
and they became a real addition to the effective force in the department.
I

have the honor to

[Official

Part

I,

Records

of the

be,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. ScHOFiELD, Major- General.

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series

I,

Vol.

XXII,

pp. 12, 13.]

The members

of the Provisional Regiments Enrolled Missouri
under the authority of the governor of the State
of February 3, 1863, were (officers and enlisted men) simply detailed
from the regiments of Enrolled Missouri Militia, and their military
They were
status was precisely the same as that of the original force.
Missouri militia organized under the militia law of the State for
State service, were paid by the State, and while on duty under the
connnand of United States officers were clothed and subsisted b}" the
United States. Like the original force, the}" served in defense of the
State of Missouri and incidentally in defense of the United States.
But their service was of a more permanent character than that of the
regiments from which they were detailed, and probably for that
reason a pensionable status was given them which was not extended
to members of the original organization who were not detailed for
membership of the Provisional Regiments. Like the Missouri State
Militia organized under the provisions of War Department General
Orders, No. i»6,of 1861, the surviving officers and enlisted men of the
Provisional Regiments, and the heirs of those deceased, acquired a
pensionable status under the general law by a provision of section 8
Militia, organized
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of the act of Miiroh 3, 1873, entitled "An act to revise, consolidate,
and amend the laws relating to pensions." The clause referred to
reads as follows:
*

*

*

That the provisiony of this act are hereby extended to and made
and privates of the * * * and the Provisional Missouri
MiUtia, disabled by reason of injury received or disease contracted in the line of duty
while such militia was coojierating with United States forces, and the widow or children of any such jierson dying of injury received or disease contracted under the
Sec.

to

8.

embrace the

officers

circumstances herein set forth shall l)e entitled to the benefits of this act: Prorichd,
That the j^ensions on account of such militia shall not commence prior to the date of
the i>assage of this act. That the provisions of this section shall be so interpreted as
to ai)ply to the widows, child, or children of officers and privates of the * * *
and the Provisional Missouri Militia, if the husband or father was wounded or contracted the disease of which he died while in the service of the Government of the

United

States.

*

*

Approved, March

3,

1873.

*****

[17 Stat. L., pp. 569, 570.]

The provisions of the pension act of June 27, 1890, were subsequently extended to the members of the Provisional Regiments and
their representatives by a joint resolution
of which the following is an extract:
JOINT RESOLUTION

approved February

15, 1895,

•

to restore the status of the Missouri Militia wlio served

during the late war.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the provisions of the act of June twenty-seventh, eighteen
hundred and ninety, be, and are hereby, extended to inclride the officers and privates of the * * * and the Provisional Missouri Militia who served ninety days

during the late war of the rebellion and were honorably discharged, and to the
widows and minor children of such persons. The provisions of this act shall include
all such persons now on the pension rolls, or who may hereafter aj^ply to be admitted thereto.

Approved, February

15, 1895.

[28 Stat. L., p. 970.]

With the exception of the Sixth and Seventh Regiments, whose
muster into the United States service has been referred to, none of the
Provisional Regiments of P]nrolled Missouri Militia was in the military service of the United States.

As already stated, the Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia numbered eleven regiments and one company.

PROVISIONAL ENROLLED MILITIA.
The "Provisional Enrolled Militia,'"' or "'Provisional Companies of
Enrolled Missouri Militia," as the organizations of this force are designated b}^ the adjutant-general of the State in his official reports, was
entirely separate and distinct from the " Provisional Enrolled Missouri
Militia'"' referred to in the preceding chapter.
The Provisional Enrolled Militia was organized under General
Orders No. 107, headquarters Department of the Missouri, dated
June 28, 1864, of which the following is a cop}':
General Orders,

\

No. 107.

i

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St.

Louis, Mo., June 28, 1864.

People of Missouri:
For several months I have been carefully considering your situation, influenced
by a due sense of the responsibility of my position and a sincere desire for your
welfare.
With a great and populous State, a fertile soil, vast mineral -wealth, supplied with
outlets by water and railroad for all your productions, no actual war within your
borders for the last two years, and yet plundering, robbery, and arson have prevailed everywhere to a certain extent, except at points garrisoned by troops and
some few strictly loyal sections of the State.
Daily appeals come to me from all quarters, invoking protection for persons, property, industry and its fruits, accompanied by assurances from all, without regard to
political or sectional sympathies, that the great mass of the peo]>le are ready and
willing to unite for the preservation of the public peace against those who, in violation of every law of war and humanity, under the title of Confederate soldiers,
guerrillas, and bushwhackers, invade, plunder, and murder the peaceful inha))itants
of your State.
With this condition of things in view, being fully determined as far as possible
to restore civil law and order, and persuaded that you have the intelligence and
public spirit to see that the question whether you will have a government of law
and order or one of brute force is before you to be met, and that you are ready to
forego all i^arty considerations to cooperate with the military authorities for the
purpose of securing protection, I have determined upon the following measures:
First. You are requested immediately, by public meetings in townships or counties, to unite in saying whether you will take the ground above indicated or not;
and nonaction will be considered as a refusal to aid in the work of peace and proTownship committees of public safety, composed of three of the most distection.
creet citizens, in whom all will have confidence, should be chosen at these meetings,
to correspond with a committee of five similarly selected in each county, who will
correspond with the local district connuanders, and through them with department
commanders, as often as necessary, giving them such advice and information as may
be useful against the public and private enemies of your peace and safety.
By agreement with the governor of this State, you will choose and organize, out of
the Enrolled State Militia of your locality, one or two companies of about 100 men
each, selected for courage, energy, and willingness to serve for the protection of your
respective counties.
They ought to be so chosen as to command the confidence of citizens generally,
without regard to party, and the best officers selected and recommended by the
proper Enrolled Militia colonels and brigadier-generals of the districts in which
they belong, approved by the United States district commander, who will forward
these names and the rolls of the men to his excellencv the governor, through these
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headquarters, as soou as possible, upon whicli foinmissions and orders will te issued
for arming, equijtping, and calling the men into service,
so far as may bs deemed necessary for the ends of local defense.
Such organizations will b3 paid by the State when actually on duty, but in all
cases they must be on duty with the approval of the governor to receive pay.
In organizing these forces and in all local measures for active defense after organization, the district commanders of this department and the brigadier-generals of the
various districts of the F^nrolled Missouri Militia are desired to cooperate and consult
constantly and freely.
I confidently rely upon all good men in the State to unite in this movement in
I am fully perbehalf of humanity and for the protection of life and property.
suaded if you do so unite with zeal, energy, and in good faith a short time will restore
a state of profound quiet within your now distracted borders.

from the State headquarters

W.

S.

ROSECEANS,

Major- General, Commanding.
District commanders are charged with the prompt publication of this order, so far
as practicable, to every citizen resident within the limits of their commands and
will afford all necessary aid and protection to the meetings which may be called.

By command

of

Major-General Rosecrans:
O. D. Greene,
A djutant- General.

Asftistaiit

In his address to " Missouriaus,"" in General Orders, No. 134, of
28, 1864, General Rosecrans said:
^

July

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,

*******
St.

General Orders,
No. 134.

Louis, Mo., July 28, 1864-

\
i

Missourians:

To enable you

to cope with small roving squads of guerrillas, tiie commandinggeneral urged you, in General Orders, No. 107, to organize and select trustworthy
companies of your citizens, to be armed and empowered to act as Provisional Enrolled
Militia for local defense, and trusts you will complete the rolls, carefully revise and
submit them, through the channels prescribed, for his approval, without delay.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

By command

of

Major-General Rosecrans:
O. D. Greene,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

And in General Orders, No. 102, of October 9, 1864, General Rosecrans referred to General Orders, No. 1(17, as "having been promulgated to provide for local defense against bands of bushwhackers and
other disturbers of the pul)lic peace, and for the maintenance of law
and order more eflectually than could be done by calling out the
Enrolled Militia, as well as to engage all good citizens in the work."
Sixty -two companies of Provisional Enrolled Militia were organized
under the provisions of General Orders, No. 107, quoted above. But
little information has been obtained relative to their service, but from
data filed in the office of the Commissioner of Pensions it appears that
some of these Provisional Companies "were brought into active service
and sustained heavy losses outside of the counties to which they
belonged." (Digest of Pension Laws, Decisions, etc., 1885, p. 309.)
Some of them are known to have "remained in active service" until
March 12, 1865, when the}' were disbanded under the provisions of
the act of the Missouri legislature, approved Februar}- 10, 1865.
(Annual Report Adjutant-General of Missouri, 1865, p. 43.)
As required l)y the order for their organization, the members of the
Provisional Comi)anies of Enrolled Missouri Militia were chosen "out
of the Enrolled State Militia," but as appears from the annual report

provisiojStal

enrolled

militia.
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of the adjutant-general of the State for the year 1864 (page 372) the

companies were ''organized both by vohinteering and detail/' The
They were organized
object of their organization is clearl}' shown.
for local and temporary service, in their ''respective counties," for
protection against the outrages of guerrilla bands, were to be armed
and equipped by the State, and were to be paid by the State, "when
*
*
*
with the approval of the governor."
actual! 3^ on duty,
Their military status did not differ in any essential respect from that
of other bodies of the Enrolled Missouri Militia in the State service.
They were not in the military service of the United States.
It has been decided by the Interior Department that the members of
these local companies are not of the class of Provisional Missouri
Militia to which a pensionable status was given by section 8 of the act
of March 3, 1873 (section 4722, Revised Statutes), and the joint resolution of February 15, 1895.
(Decisions of the Department of the
In this
Interior, Pension and Bounty Land, Vol. VIII, pp. 518-530.)
respect they differ from the Provisional Regiments, Enrolled Missouri
Militia, which were organized for a more permanent service.
As before stated, the Provisional Enrolled Militia numbered sixtytwo companies.

,

MISSOURI MILITIA, ORGANIZED UNDER AUTHORITY
OF STATE GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 3, OF JANUARY
30, 1865.

The Enrolled Missouri Militia was disbanded March 12, 1805, under
the provisions of section 26 of the State militia act approved Feln-uaiy
This section reads as follows:
10, 1865.
Sec. 26. All organizations of the Enrolled Missouri Militia shall cease to exist on
of thirty days after the approval of this act, and the commissions of
all othcers of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, including all commissions issued to persons on the staff of the governor, prior to January 1, 1865, shall be deemed to be

the expiration

vacated on that day.

[Annual Report Adjutant-General

of ]Missouri, 1865, p. 43.]

In anticipation of the passage of this act and the consequent retirement from active service of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, and also
because of the approaching muster out of the Missouri State Militia,
measures were taken bj^ Major-General Dodge, then commanding the
Department of the Missouri, in cooperation with the State authorities,
to replace these troops by a body of men who, as stated by the adjutant-general of the State in his annual report of 1865 (p. 52), " would
be more effective and available, and at the same time less expensive
to the State."
On January 7, 1865. General Dodge addressed the governor of the
State on the necessity for a new organization of the militia, suggestFollowing is a
ing the formation of companies in certain counties.

copy of

his letter:

Headqitarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Louis, Mo., January 7, 1865.
His Excellency Thomas C. Fletcher,
Governor of Missouri.
should, as early as possible, get an organization in all the
If the legisdisloyal counties, especially in those bordering on the INIissouri River.
lature passes a bill with no exemption clause and classifies the enrollment, say we
call out, arm, and equip the first class, and put 100 men on duty in each of the abovementioned counties under exjjerienced, tried, and undoubtedly loyal men; get the
start of all guerrillas, etc.
By this means the running from one county to another
The Government I'an, I understand, feed these
l:)y these bands will be prevented.
men. Let the counties pay them. It is no more than right that the disloyal counties should pay for their own protection, and this would do away with all complaint
as to pay.
The district commander could have these men under liis command, and,
if necessary, we could place subdistrict connnanders over them from some of our old
regiments.
As soon as you ado])t the plan for a militia l)ill I will put the district
commanders to work to organize these companies and hold all loyal men in these
counties.
Above all things get, if possible, in the counties referred to, old soldiers
for commanders men who have l>een tried and in regard to whose standing there
•can be no doul)ts.
It seems to me we ought to have 100 men on duty in each of the

Governor:

I

think

—
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we
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counties on the ^riasouri River within the next sixty days.
There are a large number of otRcers returning from Sherman's army who could be used to good advantage
in this work.
Let me hear from you.
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
[Official

Part

J, p.

The

<T. M. Dodge, Major- GenerdL
Records of the l^nion and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. XLVIII,

449.]

condition.s exi.stino- in Missouri at

tlii.s time, and especially in
the northern counties, were discussed in a correspondence of which
the following- is a cop\':
Executive Mansion,

Wnsh'mgtoii,

January

15, 1865.

Major-General Dodge,
Si. Loals, Mu.:
represented to me tliat there is so much irregular violence in northern Missouri as to be driving away the people and almost depopulating it.
Please gather
information, and consider whether an appeal to the people there to go to their homes
and let one another alone, recognizing as a full right of protection for each that he
lets others alone, and barring only him who refuses to let others alone, may not
enable you to withdraw the troops their presence itself a cause of irritation and
constant apprehension and thus restore peace and quiet and returning prosperity.
Please consider this, and telegraph or write me.
A. Lincoln.

It is

—

—

[Ibid., p. 535.]

HEADCiU.VKTEKS DePAKTMEXT OF THE MlSSOUKI,
St.

Louis, Janvarij 15, 1865.

Governor Fletcher,
Jefferson City:

President Lincoln telegraphs me that it is represented to him that there is much
irregular violence in northern Missouri.
That on account of this it is being almo.st
depopulated, and suggests the propriety of withdrawing the trooj)S and calling upon
the citizens to return, and recognizing as a full right to each that he let the other
alone.
Do you believe any such policy would have the desired effect? I have not
heard of many cases that he speaks of. Consider this private and answer by telegraph.
G. M. Dodge, Major-General.
[Ibid., p. 535.]

Jefferson Citv, Januarij 16, 1865
Dodge:
I have heard of some L^nion men being killed in north ^Missouri and of some rebels
moving away. No Fnion man wants the troops withdrawn from here. The Union
men will return aiul be organized under new military law and can then defend themselves.
I will consent to no bargains with rebels.
All we want is discipline in the
troops we have and those to be organized.
I do not believe the policy mentioned by
you would have any good effect, and think it has been suggested by the same men
who have been compromising with the enemy since the war began. I had hoped the
President would not listen to their counsels again.
Maj. Gen. G.

^I.

'

Thos. C. Fletcher,
Governor of Mis.'^ouri.
[Ibid., p. 547.]

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St.

iMim, Mo., January

16, 1865.

Hon. Abraham Lincoln,
Premlent of the United States, Waslmajtoti, 1). C.
Dear Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the
15th instant. Since I assumed command here the troubles in iiorth Missouri have
increased, from the fact that the troops that were in those counties infested by
guerrilla bands were nearly all withdrawn by me to send to General Thomas, biit
there is no doubt that this country is now more quiet than it has been before for
three years. Where these troubles exist the people are to a great extent disloyal,
and it is tiie protection, aid, and sympathy that they give to the enemy and to out-
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laws that causes these troubles. One class (the disloyal) desires all troops withdrawn, while the other (the loyal men) petition to have more sent. The fact is that
unless troops are kept in the Missouri River counties no loyal people can live there.
I have consulted with Governor Fletcher in relation to this matter, and so far aa

Three thousand men left
possible we have endeavored to quiet these troul)les.
Many of them are now sneaking back and
these counties and joined Price last fall.
The ])eople who are leaving are mostly those whose
froing into tiie bush to opei'ate.
friends are in the rebel army, or whose sympathies are with the rebels, and those
who expect to be disfranchised, and who have but very little, if any, sympathy
with our Government. They do not leave on account of depredations conunitted
upon them by the troops, but through fear of action of the State convention. I
believe most of the loyal men, ami tho.se who have determined to become loyal,
are determined to stay.
Those of them that do go flee from guerrillas, which no
order or proclamation would reach. The bushwhackers can only be put down and
kept down by holding the citizens who aid, feed, and harbor them i-esponsible.
I^oyal local organizations I consider the best troops to keepttiese outlaws umler, and
own mind upon the policy to pui'sue, viz: As soon as the State
I had settled in
legislature pas.ses the new militia bill, to rai.«e under it 100 men from each of the.se
disloyal counties, place them under competent and relial>le officers, citizens of the
Let the Government arm, equip, and feed them, and
State who have seen service.
Place one of these companies on duty in each of the disthe counties pay them.
loyal counties where these troubles exist; withdraw therefrom the United States volTo a great
unteers, and call ujxm the citizens to support and aid these organizations.
extent they will cheerfully do it. Those who will not, and who persist in giving
I have issued stringent orders
aid to bushwhackers, to be sent out of the department.
to all the troops in regard to committing depredations aiyi acts through personal
I hear of l;)ut very few depredaenmit>-, and good effects are hereliy being produced.
itons l)y troops recently, but hush whackers are robbing and murdering in many places.
During the winter it is to the interest of these outlaws and their friends to keep) our
As soon as sjjring comes they expect to obtain reenforcements from
troops away.
the South, and even from the loyal States, where many have gone to Avinter, and
who, when the leaves come, will all return. AVhat troops I have are kept very
active, and they are doing good -work in the way of breaking up guerrillas and
marauding bands. The troops in north Missouri are neai'ly all Atissouri State
Their discipline has been very lax,
Militia, whose term of service is fast expiring.
and on account of the defective nature of that organization, they have not been
ethcient.
I have taken measures to hold the officers responsil)le for the discipline
and acts of these ti'oops. I do believe that the system of local organization that
I intend to inaugurate will prove effective for the special reason that we will have
the selection of the officers, and most of them will be old, tried, and experienced
soldiers, fully imbued with the right sentiment, and feeling a personal interest in
restoring law and oi'der.
Allow me to assure you that the course you propose would
be protested against by the State authorities, the legislature, the convention, and by
nearly every loyal man in north Missouri, while it would receive the .sanction of
All such could,
nearh' everj' disloyal, semiloyal, and noncommittal person there.
imder that course, live, and would would want to stay in that country, while every
loyal man would have to leave those counties where the disloyal sentiment is in the
ascendency. I take it that the only sure road to peace in this State is through the
aid and support of its undoubtedly loyal population, and with the organization I
speak of I am satisfied I can restore and maintain rjuiet in north JNIissouri. It is
wish and earnest endeavor to have every i)erson in the State and elsewhere to come
u]i firmly to the support of the Government, no matter what their antecedents are,
troops commanded them to give .all
and I have in
orders and instructions to
encouj-agement, aid, and protection in their power to any and every person who
shows an honest and earnest desire and intention to support the Government, and
Order, No. 7,*
I herewith inclose
assist in putting down guerrilla warfare.
which endiodies some of the views in your dispatch, and which will receive the
c(n-dial indorsement and cheei'ful support of every person in the State who is not
aiding and abetting the bushwhackers, or who are so disloyal that they would not
agree to or approve of anything issued by a Federal officer.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

my

my

my

my

my

G.

]\I.

Dodge,

Major-Gcnerrd.
[Ibid.,

]).

54(1.]

"This order does not relate to the organization of troops and
here reproduced.

is

not, therefore,
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On January 23, 1865, General Dodge requested of the governor the
organization of thirty-one companies for service in certain counties
and localities. Following is a copy of his letter of that date:
Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Loiris,

Tho>:as C. Fletcher,
Governor of

Mo., January 23, 1865.

Mis-^ovri.

respectfully request that companies of militia be raised by volunteers
from such classes as you deem best for service in eacli of the following counties:
INIounted: One conapany for Warren and [Montgomery; one company for Callaway

Goverxoe:

I

and Audrain; one com]iany for Boone; one company for Ralls, Monroe, and Marion;
one company to be raised at Hannibal; one company for Howard; one company for
Randolph; one company for Chariton; one company for Carroll and Livingston, to
be stationed in Carroll; one company for Ray and Caldwell, to be stationed in Ray;
one company for Clay and Clinton, to be stationed in Clay; one company for Platte;
-one company for Jackson; one company for La Fayette; one company for Saline;
one company for Cooper and Moniteau; one company for Osage and Maries; one
company for Stoddard; one company for Johnson; one company for Pettis; one cornpan}' for Morgan; one company for Mississippi; one company for Scott; one company for Perry, one company for New Madrid; one company for Cape Girardeau;
one company for Sainte Genevieve.
Infantry: One company for bridge on Pacific Railroad; one company for bridge on
Southwest Branch [Pacific] Railroad; one company for bridge on Iron Mountain
Railroad; one company for bridge on North Missouri Railroad.
As soon as raised to be turned over to the subdistrict commanders for the respecI will order them subsisted as soon as they rendezvous.
I most
tive counties.
earnestly request that none but experienced officers and also old soldiers be placed at
the head of these organizations men who will enforce orders and maintain strict
discipline.
The Government will issue clothing, forage, arms, and e(|ui])ments when
the State has not sufficient arms and equipments to supjily them, already issued to
the Enrolled Missouri Militia) upon proper requisitions. I deem it important that

—

(

be put in the field within the next thirty days.
am, governor, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

this force
I

G. M. Dodge,
Major- General.
[Ibid., p. 620.]

Governor Fletcher promptly responded to this request by the issue
of General Orders, No. 3, from State headquarters, dated January 30,
1865, of which the following is a copy:
General Orders,

~\

Headquarters State of Missouri,

Ad.jutaxt-General's Office,
St. Louis, January 30, 1865.
1. At the request of Maj. Gen. G. M. Dodge, commanding Department of the
Missouri, and for the purpose of repressing lawlessness and to secure safety of life
and property to all good citizens, and to strengthen the hands of legal justice, by
enabling the officers of the law to execute its processes and judgments, it is ordered
that the following companies of militia be raised by volunteering for a term of service not to exceed one year.
\

No.

>

3.

J

TO be mouxted.

One company for Warren and Montgomery; 1 company for Callaway and Audrain;
company for Boone; 1 company for Ralls. i\Ionroe, and ^Marion, to be raised at
Hannibal; 1 company for Howard; 1 company for Randolph; 1 company for Chariton; 1 companj' for Carroll and Livingston, to be stationed in Carroll; 1 company for
Ray and Caldwell, to be stationed in Ray; 1 company for Clay and Clinton, to be
stationed in Clay; 1 company for Platte; 1 company for Jackson; 1 company for
La Fayette; 1 company for Saline; 1 company for Cooper and JNIoniteau; 1 company
for Osage and Maries; 1 company for Stoddard; 1 company for Johnson; 1 company
for Pettis; 1 company for ^Morgan; 1 company for Mississippi; 1 company for Scott
1 company for Perry; 1 company for New Madrid.
1
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One company for Cape Girardeau; 1 company for Sainte Genevieve; 1 company for
bridges on Pacific Railroad; 1 company for l)ridires on Southwestern Pacific Railroad; 1 comiKUiy for bridsxes on North ^lissouri Railroad.
II. These companies Avill be turned over to the United States subdistrict commanders for their respective counties, as soon as they are fully organized. They will
be clothed and subsisted by the General Government, and armed, equipped, and
l^aid by the State, as provided in the new militia l)ill, but in case the State is
unable to supply sufticient arms and equipments, they will then be furnished by the
United States on projier re<iuisiti(>n. As soiin as the troops are in the rendezvous,
orders will be issued by the de]iartment commander for their subsistence.
III. It is desired thai the othcers to be appointed to command this force should
be men wlio have had experience in the field; and all applications for authority to
raise said companies and for counnissions in the same will be made through the
department connnander, forwarded through headquarters of district and subdistrict
connnanders, and upon his approval authority will be granted and commissions will
be issued.
IV. The comjmnies will consist of not less than the mininuim number of officei*s,
noncommissioned officers, and privates as provided by regulations for like organizations in the United States service; and not more than the maximum thereof, viz:
One captain, 1 first lieutenant, 1 second lieutenant, 5 sergeants, 8 corporals, 1
wagoner, 2 musicians, 64 privates minimum, 82 privates maximum.
The necessities of the service require that the companies should be placed in the
the time thereof for their completion is limited to the 28th
field at an early date
^
proximo.

—

By

order of the

Commander

in Chief:

Samuel
[Annual Report Adjutant-General

P. Simpsox, Adjutant-General.

of Missouri, 1865, p. 53.]

be observed that the foregoing order provided for the organtwo companies less than the number requestred by General
Dodge, but as the muster out of the Missouri State Militia progressed
and additional companies were found necessary, authority for their
recruitment was given.
Notwithstanding that they were militia of the State of Missouri,
the recruitment and organization of these companies were placed in
the hands of United States officers. This was done in general orders
from headquarters of the Department of the Missouri, dated February
1, 1865, of which the following is a copy:
It will

ization of

General Orders, \
No.

28.

J

Headquarters Department of the Missouri;
St. Ixntls,

Mo., February

1,

1865.

District or subdistrict commanders will detail a line officer to take charg'? of the
recruiting of each of the companies called for by Governor Thomas C. Fletcher, in
General Orders, No. 3, from headquarters State of Missouri (Adjutant-General's
Office) for the respective counties in their commands.
Officers most noted for efficiency and good discipline will be selected for this duty.
They will remain in charge until they are relieved by officers commissioned by the
governor to command these companies, and great effort will be made by them to
fill the companies immediately, and to secure in them the services of as many honorably discharged soldiers from United States Volunteers and Missouri State ^Iilitia
who have seen actual service, as possible.
The commissary department will, upon proper requisitions, issue rations to men
As soon as sworn into the service by officers desigrecruited for these companies.
nated by district commanders, they will be furnished clothing and such other articles as are allowed by the quartermaster's department.
Requisitions for arms and equipments will be made upon the State authorities,
who, when they have them in store, or in the hands of the Enrolled ^Missouri Militia,
will supi^ly them.
When they can not meet these retjuisitions they will so indorse
ui»on theni, and the ordnance officer of the district or department will fill the requisition from arms and equipments turnetl over by the ^lissouri State Militia whose

term

of service has expired.
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company

to entitle

them

provided by General Orders, No. 61, War Department
(Adjutant-General's Office), series of 1861, they will be placed on duty.
Commanding officers of these companies will make, through subdistrict comD anders, all reports required by Army Regulations and existing orders.
These companies will act solely under the orders of subdistrict, district, or departto a

commissioned

officer, as

as the exigencies of the service may recfuire, and their officers
will be held to a strict personal accountabihty for the discipline, drill, and efficiency
of the men, and for unauthorized depredations of any kind committed by them.
All efficient officers of United States Volunteers or Missouri State Militia whose
term of service is expiring or who have been honorably discharged or mustered out,
and who tlesire conunissions in these companies, will make immediate application
therefor through the proper channels, and subdistrict and district commanders will
indorse their approval or disap])roval, from their knowledge or information, stating
the services of the applicant, his qualifications, and ability to command implicit
oliedience from his men, and the reputation of his former company for discipline.
The indorsement of the district inspector as to the latter, if the applicant has served
in the district, will be required.
District and subdistrict commanders have control of the organization of these
companies, and will give them proper attention and see that they are placed upon
an efficient footing in all respects.
By command of Major-General Dodge:

ment commanders,

J.

W. Barnes,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

On February

5,

1865, instructions were given to the

commanding

officer of the District of Rolla as follows:

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St.

Louis, Fehruanj

5,

1865.

Commanding Officer District of Rolla, Mo.
Sir: Your attention is called to the orders of the governor

of the State and from
these headquarters in relation to raising volunteer militia for service in certain
counties.
In recommending officers great care must be observed and none recommended except they are of good character, habit,«, etc., and good disciplinarians.
The frequent unauthorized depredations committed by troops must be stopped, and
in the organization of these companies we must put men at the head of them who
can and will control their men. Officers will be held strictly accountable for all
unauthorized depredations committed by their men, no matter upon whom committed.
If you have good officers under you in the Missouri State Militia whose
term of service is about expiring, and w^ho desire to take command in some of these
companies, they can be assigned to duty in recruiting them, and applications can be
made for their commissions. Old soldiers will, as far as possible, be selected in
recommending for commissions. The men as fast as recruited will be rendezvoused
at such point in the' county as you may designate.
They will be armed as provided in General Orders, No. 28, current series, from these headquarters. All their
spare time will be occupied in drilling and perfecting themselves as soldiers. You
will report weekly the progress made in the district and subdistricts in organizing
these companies.

By command

of

Major-General Dodge:
J.

W. Barnes,

Asshtant Adjutant-General.
[Official records of the

Parti,

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series

I,

Vol.

XLVIII,

p. 750.]

It will be observed that these companies were organized for active
service, under United States officers, "for the purpose of repressing
lawlessness and to secure safet}^ of life and property to all good citizens, and to strengthen the hands of legal justice by enabling the officers of the law to execute its processes and judgments," that they
were to be clothed and subsisted by the General Government and
armed, equipped, and paid by the State, an}^ deticienc}^ in arms or
equipments to be supplied by the United States; and that their officers
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were to be commissioned by the governor of the State upon the recommendation of the commiindino; o-eneral of the Department of the
Missouri.
Detailed reports of tlieir operations are hicking-. l)ut it is known
that they remained on duty from the time of their organization until
relieved, in June and July. 1SG5. under orders from the department
connuander. and. as reported by the adjutant-ueneral of the State
(annual report of 1S65. p. TOO), *" they were generally engaged in
guarding posts and lines of communication, doing escort duty and
hunting guerrillas and bushwhackers." They are. according to the
same authority, "deserving of the thanks of all well-disposed and
loyal citizens for their prompt suppression of lawlessness which had
been so fearfully prevalent throughout the State."
The status of these troops was that of militia of the State of Missouri, which, though serving under United States officers, was not
accepted into the military service of the United States. The State
was reimbursed under the act of April 17. 1866 (1-1 Stat. L..p. SS),
for the expenses incurred in their organization and service.
The adjutant-general of the State reports that tifty-eight companies
were "placed in the field." but upon investigation sixty-one companies
have been identitied as having had an organized osistence under the provisions of State General Orders. No. 3 '"and the extensions thereof."

MISSOURI MILITIA, ORGANIZED UNDER AN ORDINANCE OF THE STATE CONVENTION, DATED
APRIL 8, ISO;-).
The j\IifS80iu'i militia act of Feliniarv 10, 1865, required an immediate enrollment of all of the militia of the State, and an ordinance of
the State convention, adopted April 8. ISti.',, required that a.< soon as
enrolled the militia should be organized into "platoons, companies,
regiments, and brigades.''
The work of organization was prosecuted with such success that at
the close of the year 1865 there were organized or in process of organization eighty-four regiments and six battalions.
It does not appear,
however, that any portion of this militia force was called into active
service, either of the State or the United States, during the civil war.
S.

Doc. 412
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UNITED STATES RESKRVE CORPS, THREE MONTHS'
SERVICE.

On April 30, 1801. while (yaptain Lvon was eng-aged in the organization of the Missouri militia under the President's call of April 15,
1861, he was directed by the President to enroll in the niilitaiy service
of the United States the lo^^al citizens of St. Louis and vicinity, not
exceeding, with those before enlisted, 10,000 men. for the purpose of
maintaining the authority of the United States and for the protection
of the peaceable inhabitants of the State of Missoirt'i. and, if necessary,
This additional force
to proclaim martial law in the citv of St. Louis.
was to be discharged, in whole or in part, as soon as there should
appear to Captain Lyon and his advisers to be no danger of an attempt
of the enemy to take possession of the city of St. Louis, or to put the
city under the control of a combination hostile to the (jovernment of
Follov.ing is a cojiy of his instructions:
the United States.
AVak Dep.xktmkxt, April 80, 1S61.
Nathaniel Lyon,
Commanding Depctrtment of Ihe Wi'd.
Sir: The President of the United States directs that you enroll in the military service of the United States the loyal citizens of St. Louis and vicinity, not exceeding,

Capt.

with those heretofore enlisted, 10,000 in nuniber, for the purjiose of maintaining the
authority of the United States; for the protection of the peaceable inhabitants of
Missouri; and you will, if deemed necessary for that purpose by yourself and by
Messrs. Oliver T. Filly, John How, James 0. Broadhead, SanuielT. Glover, J. Wilzie,
and Francis P. Blair, jr., proclaim martial law in the city of St. Louis.
The additional force herel)y authorized shall be <lischaro-od, in jiart or in whole, if
enlisted, as so(5n as it appears to you and the gentlemen al;ove named that there is
no danger of an attempt on the part of the enemies of the (lovernment to take military possession of the city of St. Louis, or put the city in the control ol a combination against the (Tovernment of the United States; and while such additional force
remains in the service the same shall be governed by the Rules and Articles of War,
and such special regulations as you may prescribe. I shall like the force heretofore
directed to be enrolled to be under your command.
The arms and other military stores in the St. Louis Arsenal not needed for the
forces of the United States in Missouri must l)e removed to Springfield, or some other
safe place of deposit in the State of Illinois, as speedily as practicaJile, by the ordnance
officer in charge at St. Louis.
[Indoi>enn.'nts.]

It is

revolutionary times and therefore

I

do not object

to the irregularity of this.

W.
Approved, April

.'>0,

S.

[WiXFiKi.D Scott.]

IStil.

A. Lincoln.

Colonel

Thomas

will

make

this order.

Si.MON
[Official
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Under this authority Captiiin Lyon at once proceeded to the oroanization of the niilitary force designated by him the United States
Keserv^e Corps, Missouri Vokmteers.
This force, consisting- of live
regiments of infantry and one company of cavalry, was completed
within a few days and was mustered into the military service of the
United States to serve three months. The company and regimental
otticers were elected and were mustered into service without commissions.
Capt. T. W. Sweeny, Second United States lnfantr^^ was
elected brigadier-general, and on May 20. istil, was assigned to the
command of the brigade in an order of which the following is a cop}^:
Heaixu'arters Department op the West,

Special Orders, \
No. 62.

Louis, Mo.,

>Sf.

)

Mny

20, 1861.

Capt. T. W. Sweeny, Second Infantry, Is assigned to tlie connnand of the United
States Renerve Corps raised in tlie city of St. Louis, to which corps the company of
recruits now under the charge of Captain Sweeny is attached for guard duty.

By order

of Brigadier-General

Harney:
S.

[Book No.

87,

Departments

of the

Williams,

West and Western,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
p. 29fi.]

Captain Sweeny assumed command of the United States Reserve
Corps on May 22, 1861. and on May 2S, 1861, he announced the officers
of his start'.
On June 1, 1861, General Lyon reported to the War

Department

as follows:
St.

Brig. Gen. L. Thomas,
Adjutant- General,

On

TT'i'/.s7(

Louis Arsenal, June

1,

1861.

ington.

had the honor to inclose to you an ofiicial copj^ of an order
by me, announcing my appointment of several officers upon the volunteer
brigade staff of the First Brigade, Missouri Three Months' Volunteers, which appointments, in the absence of instructions upon the subject, were made by me in accordance with the laws of the State of Missouri, and refen-ed to tlie Department for its
Sir:
issued

the 15th ultimo

I

action.
I have now the honor to inclose an order issued by Capt. T. W. Sweeny, Second
Infantry, under similar circumstances, he having been elected brigadier-general of
the Cnited States Reserve Corps of Missouri Volunteers and assigned to that com-

mand

b\'

Brigadier-General Harney, late

commander of the Department

of the

West,

as heretofore reported.
I would respectfully temark, in connection with this subject, that these officers
would have been commissioned by the governor of this State under these appointments and with the rank by them fixed had he l)een loyal enough to call for volunteers under tlie tirst proclamation of the President, and that in
action in the
premises I desired to give them the same positions, respectively, which they would
have held had the call been made by the governor, supposing that this action would

my

be acceptable to the General Government.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
your obedient servant,
"
.

N. Lyon,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.
[Inclosure.]

Special Orders,
No. 13.

1^

Headquarters Brigade, U.
St.

)

Louis,

S.

R.

Mag

C,

28, 1861.

The following appointments are hereby made on the brigade staff of the United
States Reserve Corps, viz:
Assistant adjutant-general, Lieut. Col. Josiah W. Bissell; ciuartermaster, Maj.
James O. Broadhead; paymaster, ^laj. J. K. Mills; connnissary, Maj. Nathaniel
Constable; aide-de-camp, Maj.

Thomas Burgh.
Captain, Second Infantri/,

T. W. Sweeny,
Commanding U. S. R.

C.

[137 L., A. G. 0., 1861.]

The United
and

stall*,

States Reserve Corps, including the brigadier-general
into the United States service as militia under

was mustered
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(.-all of April
15, 18(31, aiul was (.-redited by the
In 1897 the
to the State of Missouri under that call.
question as to the status of these troo[)s being under eonsideration, it
was decided ])v the Assistant Secretary of War that they, includinothe officers of all grades, must be considered to have been State
militia called into the service of the United States by the President,
and that the officers are entitled to the same recognition that they
would have been entitled to receive if they had been appointed and
commissioned by the governor of the State. (R.
P., 150681).)
The Three Months' Militia of 18til. treated in this paper under a
separate head, and the United States Keserve Corps (three months'
service), combined, represent a militia force of more than 10,000 men

the President's

Department

&

furnished by the State of Missouri under the President's

call of

April

15, 1801.

There is nothing in the muster-in rolls of the United States Reserve
Corps showing any conditions as to the locality of their service, but it
was reported by General Lyon that "they were sworn into service
upon the condition that they were not to be called upon to perform
duty outside of the county" of St. Louis. {1'21 L., A. G. O.. 1861.)
Many of them were, with their own consent, employed upon active
service in the field, but their efficiency as a^ corps was seriously
impaired b}' the condition under which they were received into the
This fact was illustrated by an official of the ^Missouri militia
service.
by the remark: "The men have false notions about discipline and
subordination, thinking that, as they are privileged soldiers, as well as
substantial men of families, thev have the right to determine by vote
what they shall do." (R. and P., 163368.)
In the reorganization of the corps for the three years' service it was
sought ]\v General Lyon to avoid any limitation as to the district in
which it should serve; with what success will be seen in the chapter of
this paper devoted to the United States Reserve Corps. Three Years'
Service.

The United States Reserve Corps organized for three months' service
consisted of one company of cavalry and live regiments of infantry.

:

UNITED STATES RESERVE CORPS. THREE YEARS'
SERVICE.

As has been seen in the preceding- chapter, the United States Reserve
Corps, consisting of tive regiments of infantry and a company of cavalry, was organized liy Capt. (subseqiienth' Brig. Gen.) Nathaniel
Lyon, at St. Louis, Mo., daring the month of May. 1861, to serve for
It was a force of Missouri militia,
the period of three months.
enrolled for service in the neighborhood of St. Louis. The original
authority for its acceptance into the three years' service has not been
discovered, but that such authoritv was given l>y the War Department
is shown in a letter addi'essed by the Secretary of War to General
Lyon, under date of June 7, 1861. as follows:
VV.VR

Department,

WasltiDgton,

June?, 1861.

Brig. Gen. N. Lyox,

Commaiuiing Missouri

You

Gexer.vl:

]\)hniteL'rs, St.

Louis.

are directed to muster in for the war the regiment

"American Zouaves,"

known

as the

INIorgan L. Smith, colonel.

In explanation of orders heretofore given it is proper to say that it was intended
to allow all the men already in service in ^Missouri to be mustered in for the war, or
others to be received in lieu of them for that term.

SiMox Camerox.
[503 W.,

A.G. 0.,1861.]

That it was not the intention of General Lyon that the reorganized
force should be limited as to the locality of its service is shown by an
order issued bv him under date of July 16, 1861, of which the following is a copv:
Special Orders, )
HEAntiUARTERs Army of the West,
No. 19.
Springfield, J/o., Juhj 16, 1S61.
None of the regiments of United States Reserve Corps, in the city of St. Louis,
Avill be retaineil in the service as such beyond their present three months' term,
unless it shall be absolutely necessary for the defense of the city pending the organization of the three years' volunteers authorized l)y the Government.
Those regiments of the Reserve Corps that desire to reorganize for the long term of
service must do so without limitation as to the district in which they are to serve.
By order of General Lyon
J. yi. SCHOFIELD,
'

\

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Book Xo.

9,

Department

of the West, p. 42.]

On August 1^. 1861, specific instructions for the reorganization of
the United States Reserve Corps were given l)v ^lajor-General Fremont,
who had been assigned to th(» command of the Western Department.
These instructions contemplated the organization of 5 regiments of
infantry with a reserve of "2 com])anies to each. 2 squadrons of cavalry,
and '2 i)atteries of light artillery, the whole force to be sul)ject to the same
regulations and to receixe the same pay as other volunteers, except the
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when called into
as follows:

reserve companies, which were to receive pay only
actual service.

The

full tt\\t

of the instructionts

is

HEAUtiUAKTEKS WesTERX DePAKT.MEXT,
St.

Col. J. McXeii.,
United States lieserre Corps, St.

Louis, Mo.,

Aiigu.'it 12,

1861.

Loni.'t.

Sik: Ina^niufh as the term of the several reeiiueiiti^ of the United States Reserve
Corps in St. I.ouis has expired, or in a few days will expire, and the men be paid off,
and as the present state of politieal affairs in ^lissonri, as well as the movements and
desijins of the enemy, will not jierniit their beinjj: permanently disbanded, I have
determined, in order to promote the common welfare and protect public and private
property, to have them forthwith reorganized.
The new oriraiiization will comprise b regiments of infantry with a reserve of 2
companies to each, 2 squadrons of cavalry, and 2 batteries of light artillery.
The troops will be required to enlist for the war, unless sooner dischargetl. and
will (except the reserve companies) be subject to the same regulations and receive
continuously the same ]iay as the volunteer regiments.
The reserve companies will be required to replace the Home (iuard regiments,
should the latter for any cause be called to other counties of this State, and will
receive the regular pay of volunteers for such actual service.
When not in service
the reserve com]ianies will he untler more liberal regulations; they will not be
obliged t(» perform guard tluty, and their hours of drilling will, so far as possible, be
made to conform to their peculiar public and private position.
In order to accomiilish, without delay, this urgent reorganization of the
Guard of the city of St. Louis, you are hereby directed to ifsseml)le your regiment at
their headquarters, and ascertain from each man under your command whether he
would prefer to continue in the regiment, or to join the cavalry or artillery, or serve
only in the reserve for the above-mentioned peculiar emergencies.
After ascertaining in this way the wishes of the men you will proceed imme«liately
to the reorganization of the infantry regiments.
The companies will in the first place elect their confjiany officers, who will thereupon nominate their tield othcers and submit their names for approval to the general

Home

commanding the department.
The colonels, when accepted, will nominate a brigadier and submit his name in
like manner for approval.
After his apjiointment a brigadier inspector will be
selected by the general connnanding.
The othcers of the regiment having been decided upon, the reorganization of the
regiment, and, if possible, also that of the reserve companies should be immediately
completed and the returns submitted tv this department.
You will communicate this order to all the members of your regiment and proceed with tiie exei'ution of it until tlie election and a))proval of a colonel, who will,
innne<liately after his apimintment, report himself with his othcers to these headquarters, when the regiment will be uniformed, armed, equipped, and provided with
everything necessary for actual service and at the same time with special instructions
for drill and discipline.
The rolls of those men who should prefer to jdn the cavalry or artillery you will
also submit as early as possible, with the officers suggested, to these heailquarters.
Should any deficiency exist this department will supply all the different companies with etfi.cient othcers and complete their organization.
As it is my design to have in each regiment one company of sharjtshooters and
one company of jtioneers. all the best marksmen should be concentrated in one company and all the l)est mechanics in another, under officers best adapted to the command of those companies.
J. C. Fremoxt,

Major-General,

[Book Xo.

8,

Department

of the

(

'ommantUng.

West, pp. o51-3oo.]

There appears to be nothing in these instructions limiting the tield
of service of any V)ut the "reserve companies." and as those companies
were doubtless clas.scd as Home Guards and paid through the agency
of the "Hawkins Taylor Connnission*" for such active service, if any,
:is was rendered by them (see Home Guards of 18G1) they need not i)e
further considered.
Under the (n'ders of Cieneral Fremont 1 battalion of cavalry. 1
regiment of artilltM'v. eonsisting of 12 comjianies of heavy artillery
and o light batteries, 5 regiments of infantry 3 of them incomplete
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3 battalion.s of intVintry, and 2 indopendont companie.s of infantry
were organized and mustered into tlie United States service for the
period of three years.
There is nothing in the nuister-in rolls of^tliese troops to show an}'
conditions as to the locality of their service, but it was understood by
the men that they were mustered in for service only in the State of
Missouri.
The disastrous results of this understanding will be shown
in the following pages.
On October 25, 1801, the Adjutant-General of the Army addressed
^o the Paymaster-General a letter advising him that l)odies of troops
were being formed in and al)out St. Louis, whicii, under the name of
Home Guards. Reserve Corps, and other appellations, were being mustered into the service of the United States for duty only in limited
localities, or upon certain contingencies, that such organizations were
entirel}^ without authority, and that any payments made to them would

the Government.
1861, General Fremont was relieved of the command of the Western Department, and on the Hth of the same month
Major-General Halleck was assigned to the command of the newly
created Department of the Missouri.
On the 11th of November, 1861,
]\Iajor-General ]\IcClellan, conuuanding the Army, addressed to MajorGeneral Halleck a letter of insti'uctions in which he said:

not be sanctioned

On November

l>y

2,

Headquarters op the Army,
C, November 11, 1861.

Wasltiiigton, D.

W. Halleck, U. 8. A.,
Commanding Department of the Mk^onri.
General: In ash^ignino; you to the eommanil of the Department

Maj. Gen. H.

of tlie iMissouri, it

probably unnecessary for nie to state that I have intnisteil to you a duty which
requires the utmost tact and decision.
You have not merely the ordinary duties of
a military commander to perform, but the far more difficult task of reducing chaos to
i8

order.
*

You

*

-:v

*

*

*

*

examine

into the legality of the organization of the troops serving
in the department.
When you find any illegal, unusual, or improper organizations
you will give to the officers and men an opportunity to enter the legal military
will please

*****

establishment under general laws and orders from the War Department, reporting
in full to these headquarters any officer or organization that may decline.
»
*
I

am, general,

etc.,

Major-General,
[Official

Records

of the

Geo. B. McClellan,
Commanding U. S. Arm;/.

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series

I,

Vol. Ill, p. 568.]

General Halleck assumed conmiand of the Department of the
Missouri on the 19th of November, 1861, and on the 4th of December
he issued a general order (No. 14) in which he called upon company
and regimental commandei's for certitied copies of the nuister-in rolls
of their respective commands, ''with a view to a .sy.stematic organization'' of the forces of the department, and on December 9, 1861, he
published the following general order:
General Orders, \
No.

21.

i

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St.

Louis, Decei)d,er

The following letter, having been l>rought to the notice
commanding this department, is {jublished for the information
1.

9,

ISGl.

of the major-general
of all concerned, viz:

"Adjutant-General's Office,
''Washington, October 25, 1S61.
"Sir: Information having been received that bodies of troops are being formed in
and about St. Louis, Mo., which, under the name of Home Guards, Reserve Corps,

:

.
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appellations, are ])e!no; mustereil into the service of the United States for
in limited localities, or npon certain contingencies, you are hereby cautioned that such oroanization>: are entirely without authority, an<l that no payments

and other

duty only

made

them

to

"1 am,

sir,

will be sanctioned l)y the (iovernment.
verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

"L, Thomas,
^'Adjufiint-Geneml.

*'The Paymasteh-Genekal,

Wdtth'nnjton, D.

C."

OtHcers appointed from these heailquarters to muster troops are authorized to
muster or remuster into the service of the United States all such bodies of troops
for three years or during the war, unless sooner discharged, as directed by the act
of Congress on the subject, provided their plan of organization conforms to the orders
of the War Department, including in the muster or remuster so made the period
during which the boibes of troops al)ove referred to have been in actual service.

*******

B}' order of

Major-General Halleck:

J. C. Keltox,
Assiat'od Adjutant-General

It does not appear that any of the Reserve Corps organizations were
mustered or renmstered nnder the provisions of the order quoted
above. Ijut the announcement that such troops were not to be recognized as entitled- to pay created great dissatisfaction.
On the 1:2th of December. 1861. Brig. Gen. Alexander Asboth. commanding the division in which two of the regiments were serving,
addressed to the conunanding general a letter, of which the following
is a copy

Headqcakters Focrth Division,
Cam]) Halleck, near Holla, Decemher 12, 1861.
Assistant Adjvtant General,
Department of the Mlsmnri.
Sir: 1 herewith inclose, in connection -witli my telegram of to-day to the commanding general, the order for the reorganization oi the "Reserve Corps " regiments,
issued on the 12th day of August, 1861, from the headquarters of the Western
Department.
The order shows that the regiments were organized and mustered into the service,
subject to the same regulations and to receive the same pay as volunteer regiments.
The organization prescribed a reserve of two companies to each regiment, and these
reserve companies alone retained any of the privileges as to time and place of service
peculiar to the Home Guards, leaving the regiments entirely of the character of
A'olunteer troops.
Two of these regiments, the First and Second, entered upon and performed during
the last three months the actual duties of the past campaign in the Fourth Division
under my command, endured all the privations arising from a dellciency of means of
transpc^rtation, lack of provisions and clothing, never having received jjay, and now,
entirel}- without money, having nearly all families dependent upon them in St. Louis,
the announcement that they are not to lie recognized as entitled to any payment has
driven them to the verge of a mutiny, demanding the prompt actif)n of the depart-

ment.

would therefore respectfully ask either that the paymaster be instructed to pay
eiiually with the other voluntt>er troops or for orders relieving them altogether
from duty and giving them permission to return home to the support of their
I

them

families.
I

am,

respectfully,

your oliedient servant,

[Alexander] Asbotit,
Acting Majar-deneral, Comuianding Fourth Division.
[A. 4o, Department of the Missouri, 1801.]

Under date of Deceml)er 14, 1S61, Brig. (jen. J. M. Schotiekl, commanding the Missouri State Militia, addressed to the department headquarters a letter on the same subject, in which he said:

U. S.
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Headciuakters Missouri State Militia,
St. Louis, December U, 1861.
Col. J. C.

Kelton,

A.s.sistant

Colonel:

.idjutant-General, Department of the Mi.^.^onrl.

ask the atteution of the uiajor-y;eneral coinmandino; to the
condition of the "Reserve Corps" regiments now in service.
The effect of the letter of the Adjutant-General of the Army, published in General
Orders, No. 21, headquarters Department of the Missouri, has been to convince the
men serving in the Reserve Corps regiments that thej' are not recognized as United
States soldiers by the Government, are not regarded as entitled to any pay for past
services, and, in short, while they have faithfully performed their part of the agreement under which they are serving the (Government repudiates its part of the contract, though made ))y the major-general commanding tliis dei)artment.
It must be admitted that this is a legitimate inference from the letter referred to,
and I am informed by the otJicers of some of these regiments that unless something
is done at once to remove this impression it will be impossible longer to restrain their
men and that they will disliand and go home.
They have seen other troops who have been serving with them in the field paid
and they passed by, with a statement to the effect that they need never expect any
pay for their service, either past or future, unless they accept the conditions of General (Orders, No. 21.
This the great body of them are unwilliiig to do.
Although their muster-in rolls contain no qualitication as to service in or out of
this State they were organized under written authority from I\Iajor-General Fremont
containing the condition that they were to serve in the State, and the men were
enlisted and "sworn in" under this condition.
Ver_\- naturally they are unwilling to
serve any longer without some assurance that this condition will jje complied with
and tliat they will at some time be paid for their services.
1 am informeil that the men of these regiments almost unanimously desire to join
the State militia.
The conditions of this service being precisely the same as that to which they are
pledged, it lias occurred to me that the general commanding might have the power
to transfer these regiments as they now exist to the State service; or, if necessary,
an order to this effect miglit be ol^tained from the War Department.
If this can be done, it will be the simplest and most satisfactory method of settling
the question of their future condition and avoid the loss of the services of these regiments during reorganization.
If tiiis transfer can not be made, I respectfully suggest the propriety of inmiediately mustering these regiments out of service.
There are in various jiarts of the State large numbers of men organized as "Home
Guards" and " Reserve Corps " who wish to enter the State service if they can be
officially released from their obligations to the United States in such a manner as to
preserve some legal evidence of their past services w herelty they may hope to obtain
I respectfully

pay

for their services at some future time.
seems to me desirable to bring these irregular l)odies of men under one or the
other of the regular organizations as (juickly as possible. 3Iany of the men wish to
enlist in the United States Volunteers, while many prefer to serve in the militia, l)ut
they will do neither until some official record is made of their past services.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
It

J.

M. SCHOFIELD,

BrigaJier-GeDeral, (jititmcohVinq Mi>^muri MH'itht.
[S. 1315,

A

V.

S., lSfi2.]

was also addresssed to department headquarters h\ General
Asboth. under date of December 14, 1861, as follows:
letter

Headquarters Fourth Division,

Vamp

Ilalleck, near Holla.

December

14,

1861.

Assistant Ad.tutaxt-Gexeral,
Dej)artinent of the Missouri.

Although the i)ayment of the regiments here has been already commenced
and ilecisive directions have been especially given, as I am informed, to the paymasters for the payment of Wright's cavalry battalion and Boyd's infantry regiment (both originally Home Guard organizations), no orders have been received bv
the paymasters to disburse the sums due the two reserve volunteer regiments, of
which I the day before yesterday reported by telegraph an<l mail.
In order, therefore, to remove as soon as possible the difficulties in which the men
Sir:

lOG
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tliese reuniiieiits mikI tlieir families at St. Louis art> iuvnlvrd, I heu leave to
laid before the eoiuiuandiiii,' iieneral more fully, through Aetiii<; IJrigadier-General Albert, to whose brii^ade they belong, the importam-e of au immediate order to
the paymasters in acconlaure with the telei^ram issued to me the day !)efore yesterilav from h('ad(|uarti'rs.
Have the kindness to seeure Colonel Albert an early interview with the i-ouunand-

here of

have

in>; 1,'eneral.

Very

resjieetfully,

your obedient servant,
[Al.E\ANni:u] AsBOTM,
Ai-(hi[i y[aj<jv-(u'ninil,

L'oiiunandhHi Fourth Dirixion.

(A. 49, Department of the ?*Iissouri, bStil.)

Apparoiitly as u result of these representations. Major-Cxeneral Ilalissued an order in whieli he directed that all eorps reo-uiarly mustered into service for three years, with a K\o-al oruani/ation. including"
the United States Keserve Corps, shoidd be paid for past serviees
actually rend(M-ed l)y them, and that irreoular oroanizations mustered
in with an unauthorizetl limitation as to place of service should be
allowed the option of beino- reoularly nnistered into service for three
vears or durino- tlu^ war. with pay for past service, or of beino- mustered out with })ay only for ihe period of actual servii'e in Missouri
away from their homes. FoUowino- is a copy of the order:
lei'k

Gknkrai. Oudeks,
No.

2a.

*

Hkaduiartehs Department

\

St.

)

*

•:<-

*

*

t<f^

the Missouri,

Loidx, Jhrctnln'r 14, ISOl.

*

*

mustered iiito the service of the United States for three
years or dnrin>: the war, unless sooner discharijed, in accordance with (-reneral
Orders of the War nepartmeut, i-urrent series, No. I'l, plan of oriranization,^ and No.
(51, deelarintr when certain othcers are to be mustered in, accordinir to the nnnd)er of
men enrolled, and in case of cavalry regiments, with (ieneral Orders, No. To, allowing
o majors tt) a regiment when consisting of 12 companies, and 2 majors to a regiment
of 8 or 10 companies, no matter what the desi-riptive designation, whether United
States Reserve Corps or whatever it may be, will be paid to cover the period of past
service actually rendered by them, and they will be paid hereafter at the regular
* * *
periodical musters until further orders.
III. llomeCiuards and other irregular organizations mustereil in with an unauthorized limitation as to j)lare of service, or in service without having been
nuistered in, will be allowed the option to be now regularly mu-tered in for three
years or during the war, according to law and regulations, to cover the full time of
back service, so that they can be regularly paid and furnislied witli sui>plies, or to
be nuistered out of service and receive pay only for the [leriod they "have done
active service in Missouri away from their homes."
«•
*
II.

All

(•ori>s

•X-

By

retrnlarly

-A-

-X-

-Ir

-X-

order of Majoi-Ceneral ilalleck:
J. C.

Kei.tox,

As.tlstdiit Adjittiiiit-Gt'Deral.

tht^ .Vdjutant-CTcneral of the Army under
ISCI. (General Ilalleck said of the rnited States

In a hotter addressed to

date of

December

i:>.

Keserve C'orps:
There seems to have been some misapprehensii>n at Washington in respect to the
" Reserve Corps " and " Home Guards." The former, at least the regiment stationed
in this city [St. Louis], are regularly mustered into service for three yeai-s without
any limitation as to their place of service. They are regularly organized Missouri
Volunteers and entitled to pay and allowanct's the same as any other volunteer.
They will l>e paid atrordingly.
[Otlii-ial

4:u.]

Records of the Union and Confederate Arnues, Series

1.

Vol. VllI,

ji.

U.

And
lit,

in a

18(51,

S.
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'

lottov addrossed to
said:

Major-General MeC'lellan, December

General llalleck

llEAIKiUARTERS DeI'A |{TM IvNT OF THE MISSOURI,
St. Louis, December 19, ISGl.
-vlaj.

Gen. GEORtiE B.

General

ix

]McCi.ei.i.ax,

Chief of ihe Army,
]\'a.'<}ung(u)i

('iti/.

OJexeral:

*

-::-

•::•

*

*

*

*

am

progressing; slowly with the reorganization of the forces here.
It is a' most
(litiicnlt task, increased by the injudicions orders of the War Department and the
* * * The United States Reserve Corps,
jealousies of the governors of States.
as they are called, are generally regularly organized ^lissouri Volunteers, mustered
in for three years or the war, without limitation as to place of service.
The pay
department has objected to pay these troops, on the ground that there was some outside verbal or tacit understanding that they would not be ordered out of the State.
I

1 can not recognize any such unrecorded verbal understanding, and must be guided
alone l)y the muster rolls, which are perfectly regular.
Moreover, General Curtis
informs me that he refused to permit them to be mustered in with any reservation
whatever. I have therefore ordered them, or rather all of them in actual service, to
be paid on their muster rolls. They are not generally very efficient troops, and I
purpose to disband a part of them as soon as I can do so with safety.

^'ery respectfully, your nbedient servant,

H. W. Halleck,

Majo<- General.

[Ibid., p. 448.]

The

dissatisfaction and mutinous spirit which had been manifested

the Reserve Corps rc^o-inients was not allayed l)y the publication of
General Orders, No. 25. (juoted above, and on December IS, 1861^
General Asboth addressed Major-General Halleck a.s follows:
in

Headquarters Fourth Division,

Camp

Halleck, near Holla, December 18, 1861.
Assistant Ad.iutaxt-Generai.,
Headqiiarteri^ Department of the Mi.'<.\oi(rl.
Sir: Owing to the agitation in St. Louis, through the (Terman papers, well calculated to increase the dissatisfaction of the Reserve Corps Volunteer regiments despite
the publication of Genei'al Orders No. 25, 1 have thought proper to issue the inclosed
circular to the troops embodying the letter of the commanding general received

to-day.
I have been especially induced to this course by the interjn-etation which the
connnander of the First Reserve Corps Yohuiteers, Colonel Romliauer, insists upon
applying to the General Order above, claiming as he does an authority under it to
muster his regiment out of the service.
3Iajor Crane, the senior ])aymaster, has not yet received orders to pay those regiments and I have therefore again to trouble the commanding general to have them
sent here through Colonel Aiutrews in accordance with General Orders, No. 25, which
covers the whole case.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
[Alexander] Asboth,
Actiiiii Major-General, Commanding Fourth Dirmon.
[A 56, Department of the ^Missouri, 1861.]

The

circular referred to

Circular \

by General Asboth

is

as follows:

Headquarters Fourth Division,

No. 3. i
Camp Halleck, near Bulla, December 18, 1861.
In answer to my report sul)mitted to the general commanding Department of the
Missouri, through Actg. Brig. Gen. Albert, soliciting an immediate order to the
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paymaster for the payment of the First and Second Reserve Corps Missouri Volunteer rejriments, the connnanding general himself writes as follows:
" HfiADCirARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,
"St. Loul.-i, December 15, 1S61.
" General Asboth,
" Camp near Holla.
" General: Your letter of yesterday is received. You will lind in (jeneral Orders,
No. 25, of this depai'tnient the substance of instructions previously issued to the
chief of the pay department for the payment of Reserve Corps and Home(!uards.
They are in aci-ordance with instructions from A\'ashington and will be complied
with by all paymasters.
"Probably when your letter was written the instructions to Colonel Andrews had
not reached Rolla.
"But every delay in sending them will be remedied by the publication of Orders,
No. 25. Everything will he done to have the troops paid as soon as possible.
"

Very

respectfully,

" H.

W. Halleck,

Major-Geuei'al.'^

In the CJeneral Ordei-s, Xo. 25, I see a full guaranty for the payment of the regiments
in ijucstidn, and if any doul)t were left the commanding general's above explanation
entirely dispels it.
To i)revent, therefure. any misrepresentation or misapprehension I tl^em it proper
to acquaint all the commands of my division and especially the members of the two

regiments

named with

Conunanders

commanding and

the autograph letter of the general

factory contents.

its satis-

^d men.
[Alexander] Askotii,
Commcmding Fuxrtli Diihioti.

will publish this circular in full to officers
Ar'int/ Mnjiir-deiieral,

[Ibid.]

Further

iuforiniition with repird to the condition of the L'nited
found in a letter addres.'^ed by an
aide-de-camp on tlie statt of Brigadier-CTeneral Sioel to the chief of statt'
at department headquarters, of which tlie followino- is a copy:
8tatet< Ke.serve Cor})8 reofinients is

Headquarters United States Forces,
Eolla, December 26, 1861.

Capt.

John

C. Kei.ton,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain: The general directs me to transmit to you for the consideration of the
commainling general the accompanying rejiorts of the colonel of the First Regiment
United States Reserve Corps, and of the lieutenant-colonel of the Second Regiment
United States Reserve Corps, First Brigade, Fourth Division. These i-egiments are
actually unfit for the field and i-an not be relied on.
It would therefore be advisable
to leave one of them as garrison at this post, together with Colonel Phelps's regiment,
in case of a forward movement, and the other might l>e ordered to Franklin to
relieve the Ninth Iowa, including the battery at that post, which command is very
anxious to get something to do and which would render very etficient service in the

*******

field.

The general

By

making the

jiroposed change,

to attach the

Ninth Iowa Regi-

therefore urges the necessity of

and respectfully requests rhe i-ommanding general
ment with the i>attery to this conunand.

order of Brigadier-! ieneral Sigel, connnanding:
Very resivectfully. your obedient servant,

T. A. Meysenbvrg,
Second Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.
[S. 1315,

V.

S.,

On January

1S62.1

HaUeck issued an order in which he
warned the discontented nieml)ers of the Reserve Corps of the results
Followto be expected from a violation of their military oblio-ations.
ing is a copy of the order:
17. lSt)2. Cieneral

*******
reservp: corp^, three years' service.

u. s.

General Orders,
No.

22.

\
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Headqiarters Department ok
.bt

J

tiie Missofki,
Louis, January 17, 18G2.

Organi/cation* whirh have l)een mastered into the rnited States service u.ider
" Re.-<erve Corps," or other designations, are regnlarly in the niihtary service of the United States, and are to be paid an<i sajiplied the same as any o'her
It is not the intention to require the service of such troops out of this State,
troops.
except in cases of emergency, but they mast do the same (Uity as other troops, and
any refusal on their part to obey orders will be punished to the full extent of the
law.
If they absent themselves from their post without ])roper leaves, they will be
Officers who may neglect their duties and fail to pre.serve
treated as deserters.
order and discipline among their men will be dismissed the service. Any person
found creating dissatisfaction and mutiny among the tro.ip-j will be seized and conlined, and if found guilty will suffer death.
II.

<^he title of

By

order of 3Iajor-General Halleck:
J. C. Kelton,
Assistant Adjuta)it-General.

In January, 1862, the Third United States Reserve Corps was consolidated with* the (xaseoiiade County Battalion and other Reserve
Corps oro-anizations to torni the Fourtli ^Missouri Infantry Vohinteers.
This was followed by a mutiny and the disarming and confinement of
the members of several companies, as announced in General Orders,
No. 28, headquarters Department of the Missouri, dated February 2,
1862, of which the following is a copy:

General Orders,
Xo. 28.

\

Headqu.u?ters Department of the Missouri,
St.

j

Louis, February 2, 1862.

Several companies of the Fourth Regiment of Missouri Volunteers, lately called
the Third United States Reserve Corps, having shown themselves mutinous and disobedient of orders, have been disarmed and placed in confinement at Benton Barracks.
The privates and noncommissioned officers of these companies will be
sent under a suitable guard to Cairo to work on the fortifications at that place
The connnanding officer of that post will see that these
until further orders.
companies are made to work faithfully on the fortifications, and will report to these
headquarters the names of any who V)y their repentance and obedience to orders and
discipline deserve pardon and restoration to military rank and respect.
The officers of these companies have not joined in this mutinous demonstration,
but they have failed or neglected to enforce order, obedience, and military discipline;
they will therefore be mustered out of service and discharged.
The major-general connnanding this department is always willing to listen to complaints and ready to redress well-founded grievances; but, at the same time, he is
determined to enforce discipline and obedience to orders, and any companies, regiments, or corps which shall hereafter disobey orders or exhibit a mutinous disposiThe Rules and Articles of War
tion, will be dealt with in a most summary manner.
in respect to mutinj' will be rigorously enforced.
By command of Major-General Halleck:
N. H. McLean,
Assistant

A djutant- General.

This order was followed by one dated February 26, 1862. threatening with arrest and punishment "certain parties'" accused of practices
calculated to produce dissatisfaction and mutinous conduct.
Following is a copy of the order:
General Orders,
Xo.

48.

1
r

Headquarters Department of the
St.

3Iissouki,
Louis, Mo., February 26. 1862.

IV. It is officially represented to the connnanding general that certain parties in
this city and elsewhere have been negotiating with companies and regiments, originally, perhaps, irregularly organized, to obtain for a certain prit-e tlieir disliandment
or discharge, and encouraging expressions of dissatisfaction and nmtinous conduct as
An investigation of this matter will be made
a means to accomplish that end.
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iinniediately, and the provost-niarshal-general will arres?t the guilty parties and confine them in the military prison until they can be tried and punished as prescribed
by the Rules and Articles of War.
By command of Major-General Halleck:

N. H. McLean,
Adjutant- General.

Assistant.

Mutinies soon ut'tor occurrod in tho First United States Keserve
Corps, and also in the Fourth and Fifth Missouri C'a\'alrv reuiments.
t'oniposed partially of the Hollan Horse, which was originally foi'nied as
Concerning these mutinies, Brigadiera Reserve Corps organization.
General Sehotield. then coniuiandingthe District of Missouri, reported,
under date of July 13. 1S&2. as follows:
Headqiaktkks District of Missoiri,
St. Lovi.% J III II IS, 1862.
Col.

John C. Kei.ton,
Assistant Adjufiint-Gciii'ral, Department of

tlie Mis.'ii.'<sipj)i,

Corintli,

.Ui.^is.:

have the honor to report for the information of the commanding general the
nmtinous conduct of a portion of the troops under my command and the disposition
1 have made of them.
When the cununanding general directed me to reinforce General Curtis by all my
availai)le force, I had no infantry that could l)e used at once except Colonel Rombauer's regiment, the First United States Reserve Corps, then stationed along the
I at once concentrated this regiment at Rolla and ordered it f<irPacific Railroad.
It proceeded as far as West Plainsfand there mntinieil, all
Avard to Batesville.
except the officers and aliout 2S7 men, refusing to go farther. Colonel Roinl)auer
detailed 12 officers and a guard of 137 men .to remain with the mutineers, directing
them to guard the i)ost of West Plains. But the officer left in command, finding that
I

his men could not l)e relied upon to defend the place in case of attack, returned to
Rolla with his entire command.
At Rolla L'.'vS noncommissioned officers and men broke out in open mutiny, refusing to do any duty wliatever, and declaring their determination to break up and
come to St. Louis." They were promptly arrested, disarmed, and sent to the Northern part of Missouri to work on the blockhouses on the Hannibal and St. Joe
Railroad.
They
I inclose a list of the officers left with these men by Colonel Rombauer.
are now in St. Louis, with the exception of one major, one captain, and three lieutenants left with the few ol)edient men at Rolla.
I do not believe it possil)le to make this regiment efficient with its present organiI respectfully recommend that the mutineers
zation and under its present officers.
1)e kept at hard lalior until sufficiently submissive to discipline and then be permitted to enlist in other regiments. Tliose of the men who have remained obedient
might be organized into a battalion under sui'h officers as prove upon examination to
be most efficient and the remaining officers be mustered out of service.
I have also to report a mutiny in one company of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry
and three companies of the Fifth Missouri Cavalry, the same troops that gave so
much trouble in north Missouri last winter.
I have several of tlu> leading mutineers in irons, awaiting trial, and the remainder
I
have no doubt of being able to reduce
at work on the fortitications at Rolla.
these men to submission in a short time.
I am satisfied these dilhculfies have resulted from the influence of certain lawyers
in St. Louis, who have promised for a certain consideration to get these men musshall sinire no efforts to detect these men and bring them to
tered out of service.
I

punishment.
While I think
troops,

it

it

would

l)e

an advantage to the service to get rid of these mutinous
them as good subjects for punishment, as

will doubtless l)e well to retain

examples to others.
I am, colonel, very

respectfully,

your obedient servant,
[J. yi.

SCHOFIELD,]
Brigadier-tieneral.

[Book No.

568,

Department

of the Missouri, p. 54.]

On August 16, 18H2. Brig. Gen. Lewis Merrill, conmianding the
Oivision of Northeast Missouri, reported in a letter to (Jeneral Seholield that there was likelv to be trouble with the mutineers, and that
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as the}" were evidently acting under the oonvietion that the^' were
clearl}" within tlieir riohts he was loath to proceed to extreme measures.
His letter is as follows:
IIkadqi'akters Division Nokthkast Missorm,

Macon
Col. C.

Cily,

Mo., Auffust 16, 1862.

W. Marsh,

A.'ifiixkDit-Ailjntaxt (ieucnil.
I inclose
Cdi.oxEi,: I find tliat tluTe is likely to be troul^le witli tlie mutineers.
herewith a translation from one of the Saint Louis (German papers, and would state, for
the information of the general, that upon thorough investigation of the whole mat-

partly personal and partly through Lieutenant Brandt, that the men have become
thoniughly convinced that they are doing right and will submit to any punishment
rather than work beyond the thirty days, which, they claim, is the limit of the time
Thinking at first that it was simply
for which they can be made to work without trial.
insubordination incited by some of the mischievous leaders among them, I had
intended issuing an order re(|uiring them to [go to] work and enforce the order to the
extrenu'st severity, if need l)e, but became satisfied, on fuller investigation', that the
whole of them are acting upon what they believe to be a principle of right, and that
the result of the attempt would have l)een the necessity of shooting at least half of
them. Had I been convinced that they had no justice in their claims I should not
have hesitiited to do so; but believing, as I am compelled to, that the distinct understanding on their part on enlistment was that they were to serve only in the State,
and that that statement was made by authority, I am loath to push to extremities
men who, however wrong (I think), are acting upon principle.
I submit the whole matter to the general for his decision, with the assurance that
his orders will be enforced, whatever they may be.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Lkwis Merrill,
Brl(/(i(licr-(J('nenil, Voimnandimj.
ter,

[Book No.

647,

Department

of the Missouri, p. 6.]

This letter was forwarded bv General Schotield to department
headcjuarters with a letter of his own, in which he stated that, so far
from being- of any service to the Government, the Reserve Corps regiments had become a "positiv^e burthen;" that, although the rolls did
not show it, there could be no doul)t that they were enlisted for service
only in Missouri, and that it was done by General Fremont's order;
that the order (General Orders, No. 25, of 18fU) declining to recognize
this limitation and giving them the option of being regularly mustered
in as volunteers or being mustered out had rendered them dissatisfied
with the service even in Missouri, and for these reasons he recommended that they be mustered ouL" of service. His letter is as follows:
Headquarters Dlstrict of Missouri,
St.

Louis, August 22, 1862.

Maj. X. H. McLean,
Assidant Adjutant- General.
Ma.jor: I have the honor to request that the so-called " Reserve Corps" regiments
of Missouri may be mustered out of service.
So far from being of any service to the
Government they are a positive burthen.
They were enlisted for service only in Missouri. Of this there can l>e no doubt,
although their muster-in rolls do not show it, and it was done by General Fremont's
order.
The order declining to recognize this limitation and giving them the option
to be regularly mustered in as volunteers or to be mustered out has rendered them
discontented and dissatisfied with service even in Missouri. They are mostly troops
of that character which can l)e kejit in a tolerable state of discipline only by the
Y(iu are aware
])resence of other troops who can be relied on to enforce orders.
that this is impossible in Missouri, where troops are necessarily very much scattered.
\\'ith a few honorable exceptions the ol^cers of these regiments are utterly inefficient.
They have no control whatever over their men.
If disbanded most of the men who are fit for active service will reenlist in other
regiments, while the Government will be relieved from the support of the old and
worthless, of which there are a large number.

.
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and Second, are now doing no service whatever.
been under {)anishment 'more than a month, and not a single man
to
duty on any terms.
is wiUing to return
The}' seem to have a fixed eoiivietion th;it they have been unjustly dealt with
and an ol)stinate deterniinatiou to suffer a;iv i)auishment rather than to return to
duty.
I inclose a letter recielve 1 from Colonel Merrill on the subject which exhibits the

One

of

of the regiiuentfi, the First

them

ha-^

state of feeling

among

the

men

whom

to

am now

I

reter.

need of more troops, I am satisfied it will bean
I therefore respectfully but earnestly
actual relief to m to get rid of these men.
request the commanding general ti) authorize me to have them mustered out of
Notwithstanding that

I

in

^

service.
I

am, major,

[Book Xo.

ver\' respectfully,

your obedient servant,
J. M. ScHOKiELD,

B rigadier-General

568, Departuient of the Missouri, p. 95.]

Generixl Scoftekrs letter was forwarded to the Haad luart^rs of the
and, oa Aii^'ast 2S, 1832, he was authorized to iiuistcr out of
This authority
service the R3serve Corps reo-iments in his district.
was conveyed in a letter of which the following- is a copy:

Army,

Apjutaxt-Gexehal's Office.
Wmhii^gton, T). C, Anguxt

28, 1862.

M. Schofield,
Commanding District Missouri, St. Louis, Mo.
^
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, in
mustering
of
the
Corps"
reference to the
out
service of
"Reserve
regiments of Missouri.
In reply I am directed to inform you that you are hereby authorized to have
Brig. Gen. J.

the said regimeiits in your district mustered out of the service of the United States.
E. D.

TOWNSEND,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Letters sent, A. G. O., Vol.

2,

1862, p. 404.]

Immediately upon the receipt of

this letter (jeneral Schotield issued

the following- order:
Headijuarters District of Missouri,
No. 98.
St. Louis, September 1, 1862.
Authority having been received from the War Department to muster out of service
the Reserve Corps regiments in this district, they will be mustered out as rapidly
as their places can be supplied by other troops.
The Second Regiment (Colonel Kallman ), now at Benton Barracks, will be mustered
out without delay by Lieut. J. T. Price, Fifth LTnited States Infantry.
The portions of the First Regiment (Colonel Rombauer) now in this district will
be assembled at Benton Barracks as soon as practicable, and when assembled will be
mustered out of service by Lieutenant Price.
By order of Brigadier-General Schotield:
Speci.\l Orders, \
J

C. W. Marsh,
Assistant Adjutant- 'ieneral.

[Book No.

580,

Department

of the Missouri, p. 75.]

Because some of the Reserve Corps regiments had been mustered
out of service under the provisions of the order quoted above, other
troops, originally organized as reserve regiments but not then serving
as such, supposed that they should also be mustered out under the
same order. Major-( Jeneral Curtis, who had been assigned to the

command

Department of the

of the

order of which the following

is

^Missouri, therefore issued a general

a cop}':

Heaikjuarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Louis, Mo., Novemher 29, 1862.
The commanding general is informed that because some of the United States
Reserve Corps have been mustered out other troops of other names suppose they
should be. There is no reason for such a claim. Other troops not United States
Reserve Corps can not be mustered out.

General Orders,

)

No. 21.

r
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The Second Missouri Artillery was first enrolled as Home Guards, but with their
own consent they were afterwards regularly mastered in as three-y.'ar volunteers
S. A., and the matter was fully explained in (Terman and
All officers, soldiers, and citizens should inculcate tjuiet obedience to duty,
and any person or persons engaged in circulating petitions to be mustered out or
threats of luutiny in the Second Artillery or any other troops not United States
Reserve Corps will l^e arresteil and punished by a military conunission.
By command of Major-(ieneral Curtis:

by Lieutenant Sanford, U.
Euiilisli.

H.

A smiit<

I

nt

Z. Curtis,

A djr

i

tant- General.

This order, however, did not check the clamor that had been raised
for the muster out of such troops as had been originally enlisted with
The Second Misa supposed limitation as to the tieldof their service.
souri Artillery had orig-inall}^ been organized as the First Artillery,
United States Reserve Corps, and the members of the original organization persisted in the claim that they were entitled to be mustered
out of service under the provisions of Special Orders, No. 98, of 18G2,
directing the muster out of the Reserve Corps regiments.
The initial correspondence relative to the muster out of this regiment is found in a letter from the regimental commander, dated September 11, 1SH2. in which he requested to be informed whether or not
the Second Missouri Artillery was to be mustered out of service under
To this inquiry Genthe provisions of the special orders referred to.
eral Schoheld replied as follows:
Heapquarters District of Missouri,
September

The Second Missouri

Artillery was reorganized

12, 1862.

and became volunteers soon

after

Major-General Halleck assumed command of the department. Therefore it is not
But even were this not the case,
to be considered as l^elonging to the Reserve Corps.
that regiment would l)e retained in service, since their services are needed in the
l)Osition for which they were originally enlisted, and there are no other troops which
can be used to replace them. Therefore the Second ^Missouri Artillery v.'ill not be
mustered out of service.
[:M. 9(il,

V.

S.,

1863.]

A

petition of certain members of the regiment for discharge was
subse«iuently submitted, in which it was claimed by the petitioners
that they were enlisted to serve in the forts in the neighborhood of St.
Louis, as reserve corps, and not as vokmteers, but that they had been
attached to and compelled to serve with other troops, without their
consent and without having been mustered into service as volunteers,
being in many instances severely punished for refusing to serve as volunteer soldiers.
The petitioners therefore claimed that thej'^ were
entitled to be mustered out of service under the order directing the
muster out of the United States Reserve Corps. This petition was
indorsed by Major-General Curtis, then commanding the Department
of the Missouri, imder date of March 11, 1S63, as follows:
St. Louis, Marcli 11, 1863.

During the summer of 1861 1 ascertained this artillery regiment was being enrolled
as Home Guards or Reserve Corjis, and I ordered the Colonel (Almstedt) and the
mustering officer of St. Louis to see that this was changed and that the men must be
properly mustered as volunteers according to the then-existing laws.
Colonel
Almstedt and the nuistering officer have both assured me they were so mustered. I
also directed the matter should be explained to the men in both German and English.
When bounties and other advantages were offered, these men mutinied and
insisted on being mustered out as other Reserve Corps had been, and they were punished for mutiny.
I refer the matter to Colonel Almstedt that he may state the facts.
Even if they
are Reserve Corps, that does not create a right to be mustered out, as they, even as so
S-

Doc. 412

8
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mustered, agreed to serve three years; ami the order to muster out Reserv-e Corps was
intended to apply to other troojis and created no right that these men should be
allowed to claim if the Government thinks they should be continued in the service
No reginenthas had such acconnuodationsof quarters, rations for
as Reserve Corps.
families, and other favors, and this contimial apjieal to muster out is in violation of
repeated promises that they would return to iluty if allowed to do so.
It is, however, proper for me to say many of the ])rivates seem to have misunderstood the matter, ami I have called the troops l)ack within the State of ^Missouri
where, as Reserve Cori>s, the}' certainly liave no reason to claim exemption service.
S.

R. Curtis, Major- General.

[Ibid.]

On March 16. ISOo, the coiiimandino- officer of the Second Missouri
Artillery addressed General Curtis as follows:
Headquarters Second Missouri Artillery,
St.

In compliance with the within request of Maj.

<

Louis,

March 16, 1863.
would state the

len. S. R. Curtis, I

following:

Even if the Second Missouri Artillery would be entitled as Reserve Corps to be
mustered out the regiment could not be mustered out of service, as the order of the
Secretary of War reads that " those United States Reserve Corps regiments should be
mustered out of service as soon as they could be spared." And Generals Curtis and
Schotield decided that this regiment could not be spared, as there is no regiment in
service suitable to fill the place of the Second Missouri Artillery.
But without regard to this I am going to prove that the mejjftbers of the Second Mis1. They voluntarily enlisted to serve three years for
souri Artillery are volunteers.
the United States, in what capacity, as reserve or volunteers, seems to l)e immaterial,
2. They enlisted as reserve, but were conas a soldier has to do his duty in either.
verted into volunteers November 21, 1-861, and were mustered as Second Artillery
Those men who did not like to
^lissouri Volunteers on the 31st of December, 1861.
serve as volunteers any longer were mustered out of service on or about the 1st of
February, 18(52, amounting to about 320 men mustered out at once. But since that
time the olil soldiers of the regiment became weary of this long, protracted war, and
therefore tliey hunt up some reasons in supi)ort of their intention to get mustered
out of service, as the times are here now very favorable to working peojile. 3. The
higher authorities are very well aware that the Second Missouri Artillery is not in
the least entitled to claim to be nmstered out of service, that its claims are only
founded in the wishes of a small party of it and at the instigation of certain attorneys
at law who are only attempting to make money out of these troubles, very well knowBut several
ing that they can not succeed by right without overthrowing the facts.
honest ones, after having investigated the claims of the claimants, were soon convinced that there was no legal claim at all on the part of the members of the Second
^Missouri Artillery, and therefore dropped the case; but only one attorney at law,

—

Washington Hemlricks, did not cease to stir u]) the troubles in the regiment, and he
succeeded as far as to get a certain amount of money in advance out of his poor
These are
l)roteges, with the promise to get st)me more after having sut'ceeded.
simple facts which are reported to me. 4. The first pay roll, on which the regiment
got paid, of the 3Ist of December, 1861, styles the regiment as volunteers and not as
Reserve Corps, and they voluntarily received their pay from the paymaster as volunteers without any remonstrance; afterwards all the men got mustered out of service
who did not like to serve as volunteers.
In addition to the above facts I would state that mostly everything contained in
He
tlie report and the accompanying affidavits of Washington Hendricks i? false.
says that "these men are suffering horribly from the unjust treatment inflicted on
them by their ofhcers." This has never happened except in cases of mutiny, for
the most of which Washington Hendricks is responsible. The most part of these
nmtineers were tem])orariiy detached to other regiments and there forced to do duty.
The i)unishment inflicted upon the mutineers with the regiment were adequate to
Furthermore, he says that his affiants have been detached to other and
their crime.
volunteer corps without their consent, but he does not develop that this was the just
treatment for their mutineering. First Lieutenant Kreinbaum is the only officer
of tlie regiment who made an affidavit in this matter, ]>ut his reasons are very ]ilain.
He is under arrest since middle of r)ecend)er, 1862, tried by a general court-martial,
and he was very well aware that he would be dismissed the service. This induced
him to help nmtineering, though under arrest when he signed his affidavit.
Henry Almstedt,
Commandinq Second Missouri Artillery Volunteers.
[Ibid.]
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Louis District, as

follows:
HEADcirvRTERs

St.

Lotis DISTRICT, }[arch 30, ISCS.

Respectfully forwarded with request that a board be a[)pointed to examine into
the merits of this complaint. A detachment of this regiment at Pilot Knob serving
with a battery is in mutiny. Another serving with a battery at Benton Barracks
was recently in mutiny. Another serving as heavy artillery at C-ape Girardeau
was recently in nmtiny. A detachment serving with tho> Twenty-second Iowa
Volunteers by department orders left that regiment and is, I am informed, in this
This calls for a decision upon the difference
city, thus deserting their station.
between the officers and men as to what the regiment is, whether as volunteers or
Reserve Corps.
Respectfully submitted.
J. W. Davidson,
Brigadier- Genend, Commanding.
[Ibid.]

On April 4, 18G3, a ""board of inquiry"" was appointed b}- General
Curtis ''to inquire into and report upon the conduct and complaints
of certain officers and enlisted men of the S ".'ond Reg-iment Missouri
Artillery.
The lindino-s of the b )ard. of which B;'"o-. Gen. Fitz Henry
Warren was president, and which met April S, 1863, at St. Louis,
'

Mo., were as follows:
The present Second Regiment

Artillery Missouri Volunteers was originally
as the First Regiment Artillery United States
Reserve Corps, with the imder>tanding on tlie part of the men that they were to
ser\e only in the State of Missouri and principally in the St. Louis fortifications.
Second. The change of the name of the regiment on November 20, 1861, by order
of the commander of the di;-trict of St. Louis could not change the nature <>f service
due by the men, except, first, it was made with their full consent; and, second, unless
tliey were remustered into the United States si'rvice as volunteers.
Third. The men of this regiment have never consented to a change of the nature
of the service due by then) to the United States.
Fourth. This regiment has never been remustered into the United States service
as volunteers.
Fifth. The conclusion from the above is that the Second Regiment Artillery Missouri Volunteers is a Reserve Corps regiment, and entitled to be treated as such in all
respects.
Sixth. The letter from the War Department to Brigadier-General Schofield, stating that lie is authorized to muster out of service the Reserve Corps, although
permissive rather than directory in its language, yet when taken
connection with
the letter of General Schofield, to which it is in reply, should V)e deemed an order to
muster out all Reserve Corps, and that General Schofield himself so construed it is
apparent from his Special Orders, No. 98, in relation to the regiments of Colonels Kailman and Ronibauer. This board is therefore of the opinion that the present so-called
Second Regiment Missouri Volunteers, lieing in reality a Reserve Corps regiment,
should be mustered out of the service.
Seventh. In case the regiment, as ^uch, is mustered out of the service, still the 600
men now in it who have lieen recruited since the change of name and under the
notice that they were to serve as volunteers, and have been mustered into the United
States service as volunteers, are not entitled to be mustered out, but should be reorganized and assigned to duty.
Eighth. The original mustering in of this regiment as a Reserve Corps regiment
was illegal, being in opposition to existing orders.
Ninth.
this regiment was originally mustered in, it contained nearly 500
men unfit for duty, and who have since been discharged for physical disabilit}' existing at the time they were enlisted, and for this the United States mustering officer
and the inspecting sturgeon should be held to aiiswer.
Tenth. The evidence discloses such a condition of affairs in the regiment as to
render its reorganization indispensably essential to its efficiency in the event of its
being retained in the service.
Eleventh. The order convening this board calls upon them to report upon the
"conduct" of the regiment. The evidence disclo.ses the fact that most of the comimnies have at some period or other been in a state of mutiny, the alleged reason
in each instance being that they were illegally changed from United States Reserve
First.

enlisted

and mustered into service

m

When
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Corps to Ihiited States Volunteers without their consent and against their will.
Wliile tlie board can never believe that mutiny was justilialjle, they express the
opiniiin that the grievance alleged was real.
[ll)id.l

The

prot'eodiiigs

General Curtis

l)y

and

tiiulin,i>'s

of the hoard wci'c forwarded by MujorMay 7, lso;5, as follows:

indorseinont dated

HeadiU' Ain'Kus Dei'akt.ment of the Missouri,
-S/.

7.0.7

/.S-,

Mu,/

7,

186S.

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutaiit-Cieneral of the Army, accompanying letter
Attention is resj>ectfully called to tiie proto the General in Chief of date of .May 4.
ceedings and finding of the court of iuquiry, and the affidavits, orders, letters, and
other jiapers attached. Should the finding (jf the court l)e approved, I have the
honor to request that these papers be returned with full instructions as to the disposition to be made of the " Re.serve Corps" portion of the Second Missouri Artillery.
S.

R. CcRTis, Major-deneral.

[Ibid.]

The

letter of 3ilay 4, ISfio. referred to in (leneral Curtis's indorse-

iiieiit, is

as follows:

Headquakteks

Dei'Art.me.nt of
,V/.

]\laj.

Gen. H.

the

JMissocri,
May 4, 1863.

Loim,

W. Halleck,
^^

General in (Udef.

General: Yours

of the 29tli ultimo, concerning the Second Artillery
are mistaken in supposing all are to be mustered out.

received.
You
if you are sure a full

Regiment,

None

is

be
"thorough examination" was had last year and the matter was
properly then and there decided that "they were regularly mustered in for the war."
The order to rennister was given l)y me and I had been assuretl by the oflicei's they
had been remustered, and so th(\v were. But it was for \ya\ and not for muster in
They have been punished
again.
I have tried to force these men to do duty.
almost to the death; but they have demanded a hearing on a charge of fraud in this
second muster. General Davidson, a se\ere disciplinarian, and General ^^'arren, and
Colonel Glover, who had detachments of these troops and in various ways endeavored to force obedience, assured me there was some mistake, and the facts should Ije
inquired into. They would not <lo duty and were worse than u-^eless. The men
asked to have the facts determined. There is nothing on record that shows the men
had l)eeu heard iu the preini-^es. Thej' claimed the l)eneHt of the order requiring
me to muster out the Reserve Corps, and if the fact existed as they still averred, 1
supposed my duty plain. On their petition, properly indorsed, I finally submitted
the matter to-discreet, unprejudiced officers. They called in the othcers and prol:>ably some of the men, and the proof shows that they were not remustered and sworn
They did not so understand it, and the rolls do not show
as three-year volunteers
it, l)ut on the contrary show they are still a sjtecialty.
Xo one was more vexed and surprised than I have been in this matter. It was a
renmster under pretense of pay muster, and tlie rolls show it was only nmster for pay.
The court, I l)elieve, decided unauimously that they were not remustered; that
they are a Reserve Corps, and ought to be mustered out j^ursuant to your order. I
have susj)ended the muster out as your telegra])h expressed disapi)roval, and I shall
still await your further orders.
Although only ]>art of the corps have ))een regarded
I am sure no one knows betas llouie (Guards, the whole regiment is demoralized.
ter than I do the troubles that have arisen from these irregular organizations, and I
have always regretted the oi'der which they jiersistcntly claim as a right to be nuistered out.
Properly enrolled we have no betier soldiers, l)Ut as now organizeil they
I have resisted step by
are onlj' useful when they think their homes are in danger.
The i)roof is
stej) these lo.sses of Home (iuard troops, and my utmost efforts fail.
irresistible.
They are included within the .scope of my orders from you and the
honoral)le Secretary of AVar.
Shall I j)roceed to execute the Arder and try to get
new and un<|uestionable nnisters? It seems to me necessary.
1 re;uain, general, very respectfidly, your obedient servaut,
S.

—

uill

R. Curtis, Major-General.

send herewith the origiual petition of the soldiers of this regiment with
(ieneral Davidson's indorsement, the proceedings and findings of the board of inquiry,
P. S.

ami

all

I

the pa})ers iu the case.
S.

[Ibid.]

R. Curtis, Major-General.
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having" been .submitted to the General in Chief;
as follows:

him

This regiment iras remiii-'tered as volunteers I'or three years or the war, while I
fdiniuanded the (lepartnient, and under tlie supervision of a staff otfieer. All the men
understood the character of the engaf^enient. Those who v.isheil to be considered
As many of the men had families in St.
as simply "Home Guards" were discharged.
Louis, they were told that tliey would be retained there, unless [required] elsewhere,
but were to be subject to any service anywhere. There could ha\-ebeen no possible
misunderstanding on this sul)ject, and General Curtis was wrong in again reviewing
the question. Those men who were unfit for serviceshould have Tieen discharged and
The men had no claim whatever
tlie regiment filled up or its organization reduced.
for a discharge on the ground of improper enlistment.
And now the regiment shoul<! l)e tU'eil uj), if possible, and if not, its organization
shoulil l)e reduced.
H. W. Hallkck, (ieiwmJ In i'hU'f.
31 AY L5,

].S(>3.

[Ibid.]

On June 13, 1863, a special inspection of the regiment was ordered.
In their report, dated Jane 30, 1863, the inspecting officers remarked:
The men and officers at that time (September 12, 1862) claimed, as they have continurJly since, that they were deceived by the mustering officer at the remuster in
November, 1S61, not understanding there was to be any change of the conditions of
their original oath, but tliat this remuster was to enable them to draw pay and
clothing.
The result of this deception is constant trouble. The men refuse to do
duty, and, in fact, nearly all examined have not drilled for three or four months,
many for eight or nine, and some for one year. They are completely demoralized
and worthless as soldiers. There is no doubt but they will continue so till all the
Keserve Corps men in the regiment are mustered out. They are seriously injuring
the volunteers by their mnt'inous spirit, which is constantly exhibited.
During the excitement attending the Marmaduke raid in Ajiril, Brigadier-Cjeneral
Davidson, by order of ^lajor-General Curtis, visite<I the fortifications and promised
the men if they would do their duty as soldiers till the trouble was over they should
be mustered out.
[Ibid.]

In concluding their report, the inspecting officers suggested as the
only method of making- the regiment eliicient that all of the officers
and men who had entered the service as meml)ers of the United States
Keserve Corps ])e nuistei-ed out of service. The report was indorsed
by the inspector-general of the Department of Missouri as follow.-:
Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
Inspector-General's Department,
St. Lnah, July :26, 1S6S.
Kespectfully referred to the major-general commanding the department for his
information and action. Those officers and enlisted men of the Second Regiment of
Missouri Artillery claiming to belong to the Reserve Corps (and these compose more
than one-half of said regiment) are a nuisance, and decidedly a dangerous element
Their officers are grossly inefficient and neglectful of their
to the service in this city.
All those claimduties and afraid of their men; they are not fit for their positions.
ing to belong to the Reserve Corps deserve the severest j^enalties known to the military law for "disobedience of orders," "mutiny and sedition," because here in St.
Louis, where they acknowledge they enlisted to do duty, they are constantly guilty
of all and every one of the military offenses named.
This .spirit of insubordination
has been greatly stimulated and kept alive by incendiary articles published in the
German ])apers in St. Louis, and the editors of such papers should be severely dealt
with for such conduct.
If it should be deemed advisable for the interests of the Government by the majorgeneral commanding the department and liy the superior authorities to whom he

may refer this iliatter that the severer course of coercion and punishment in order
that these men may be obliged to do their duty be dispensed with, then I would
most respectfully and earnestly recommend that all those clainung to Ijelong to the
Reserve Corps be inunediately mustered out of service.
J AS. ToTTEN,
Brhjadier-denend, Tm^pector-Ge.nerdV Dcpartmcni.
t^

[Ibid.]
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The inspection report wu.s forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the
Army, aceompanied by a letter from General Schotield as follows:
HliADCtUARTEKS DeI'AKTMEXT OF THE MISSOURI,
St. J.onh, Mo., July 27, 1863.
Col. K. D.

TOWNSEND,
Adjulant-(fCner(d, U. S. A., WatfhiiKjtori,

Ai^Kiiftaiit

I).

C.

have the honor to transmit herewith inspection report of the Second
Artillery ^Missouri Volunteers, with request that it he laid l)efore the General in
Chief, and his si>ecial attention asked to the facts as set forth in the report and the
recommendations of the insi)ectinij: officers.
am aware that in Novend)er, ISHl, tliis regiment was reorganized and remustered
with the intention of n)aking it a volunteer reyriment. Whatever else may have been
(.lone it is quite certain that the men were entirely deceived as to the nature and
Whether this deception was intentional or not on the part
object of this renmster.
of their officers, it would l>e difficult, if not impossible, to ascertain.
Whether
Colonel:

I

I

The feeling of the men is too unanimous
intentional or not the effect is the same.
I am satisfied, therefore, that the men and
to admit of a doubt as to their sinceritj'.
officers who were in the regiment at the time of remuster in 1861 should be mustered
out of service as a simple act of justice, even were there no other considerations
involved.
ruf(n-tnnately this question has been discussed during the last year in a party
spirit, Ity the press of St. Lt)uis, and has been made the occasion for reflection upon
the official conduct of the several officers involved in it here, also that of the GenThis, added to the j^peated promises that have
eral in Chief and War Uejiartment.
been made to the men that they should l)e mustered out, has so increased the disorder and mutinous spirit in the regiment that any remedy short of muster out would,
in my opinion, 1)6 unavailing.
I have determined not to make the attempt to return

men to duty without once more appealing to the General in Chief to permit me
With this authority I
to reorganize the regiment and muster out the " Reserves. "
can soon make it a good regiment, efficient for service where it will be needed. It
it is a
never has been, and never will be, of any use whatever in St. Louis.
disgrace to the service, as well as utterly useless.
I respectfully request an early decision of this question.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

the

Xow

J.

ScHOFiELD, Major-Geveral.

]\I.

[Ibid.]

On August 8, 18()8, the General in Chi<'f. to whom the insijection
report had l^een sul)mitted, authorized General Schotield to -muster
out such officers and men of the Second Artillery as he mio-ht deem
Thereupon General Schotield issued the following* order:
necessary.
Special Orders, \
No. 219.

Headquarters I>epartmext of the Missouri,
St.

J

ik

-X*

"K-

Loui.% Mo., A>ujvst 13, 18H3.
*
^

w

^

All the noncommissioned officers and jirivates of the Second Regiment Artillery
Volunteers, with the exceptions hereinafter referred to, who were enlisted
before the 20th day of Xovember, 1861, will be mustered out of service without delay.
All men who are now under jMinishment T»y sentence of general court-martial or
military conmiission, all who have been tried and are awaiting sentence, and certain
others against whom grave charges have been preferred (a list of which men accompanies this order for the information of the nmstering officer) will be excepted from
this muster out of service.
3.

INIissouri

v.-

The

*

*

*

-X-

Seci^nd Missouri Artillery Volunteers will

l)e

-x-

»

reorganized and recruited to

maximum

its

as rapi'lly as practical)le.
For this j urpose a military l)oard will V)e ap|)ointcd to examine the ca]iacity, qualifications, propriety of conduct, and elficiency of all the connnissioned officers of the
regiment, and to consolidate the men remaining in the re>riment after the muster
l^pon the report of
out hereby ordered into the proper number of full companies,
this l)oani the connnanding general will order the nmster out of such officers as shall
not be found fitted for their positions.
*
The assistant commissary of musters of the District of St. Louis will make the
musters re<iuired by this order. * * *
By command of Major-General Schofield:
J.

A. Campbell,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

,
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The history of the several organizations of the United States Reserve
Corps accepted into service for the period of three years is, briefly,
as follows:

CAVALRY.

—

First Battalion^ also hnoum as '"''Ilollan Horsed This battalion was
organized from October, 1861, to February, 1S(J2, at St. Louis and
Warrenton, Mo. One company of the battalion was mustered out of
service March 4, 1S62, by order of General Halleck, apparently under
the provisions of General Orders, No. So^'of December 11, 1861, headOf the other six companies,
quarters Department of the Missouri.
three were consolidated with the ''Fremont Hussars" to form the
Fourth Missouri ('avalry, and were mustered out of service in September, 1862, under the provisions of Special Orders, No. 98, "of September 1, 1862, District of Missouri, directing the muster out of the
Reserve Corps regiments. The remaining three companies were consolidated with the " Benton Hussars " to form the Fifth Missoviri
Cavahy and were mustered out in September, 1862, under the provisions of the special orders before cited directing the muster out of the
Reserve Corps regiments.

ARTILLERY.

—

This regiment, composed of twelve companies of
First Ri'q'vment.
heu\ \ artillery and three light batteries, was organized at St. Louis, Mo.
from September to November, 1861. On Nove'mber 20, 1861, its designation was changed b}' order of Brigadier-General Curtis, commanding the St. Louis District, to the "Second Regiment Misso-uri Volunteers. ''
The number of companies was subsequent!}" reduced by consolidation to the regulation standard.
The enlisted men who belonged to
the original Reserve Corps regiment, except those who were reserved
for punishment, were mustered out of service under the provisions of
Special Orders, No. 219" of August 13, 1863, headquarters Department
of the Missouri.

INFANTRY.

—

First Regiment. This regiment was organized at St. Louis, Mo.,
during the month of September, 1861, and was mustered out of service during the months of September and October, 1862, under the provisions of Special Orders, No. 98," headquarters District of Missouri,
dated September 1, 1862, authorizing the muster out of the Reserve
Corps regiments.
Second Regiment. This regiment was organized at St. Louis, Mo.,
during the months of August and September, 1861, and was mustered
out of service in September, 18()2, under the provisions of Special
Orders, No. 98," headquarters District of Missouri, dated September
1, 1862, authorizing the muster out of the Reserve Corps regiments.
Third Regiment. This regiment was organized at St. Louis, Mo.,
during the months of August and September, 1861. It was consolidated with the Gasconade County Battalion, United States Reserve
Corps, to form the Fourth Missouri Volunteers, which latter regiment
was mustered out of service February 1, 1863, apparently under the

—

—

"Order quoted on

i:)age 100.

''Order quoted

on page

112.

''Order quoted

on page

118.

120

MISSOUEI TROOPS

UNION.

provisions of Special Orders, No. US,"" headquarters District of Missouri, dated September 1, 1862, authorizing the muster out of the
Reserve Corps regiments.
Fourth Regiment. This regiment was organized at St. Louis, Mo.,
during the months of September and October," 1861, and was mustered
out of service eJanuary 13, 1862, apparently under the provisions of
General Orders, No. 25 " of December- 14, 1861, headquarters Department of the Missouri.
Fifth Re(yiu\ent. This regiment was organized at St, Louis, Mo.,
from September to December, 1861, and was consolidated with certain
independent companies to form the Fifth Missouri Volunteers. The
companies originally forming the Reserve Corps regiment were nmstered out of service November 22, 1862, under the provisions of Special Orders, No, 98,"^ headquarters District of Missouri, dated September 1, 1862, authorizing the muster out of the Reserve Corps regiments.
Gasconade County Battalion. This battalion was organized at Hermann, Mo., from October, 1861, to January, 1862. It was consolidated
with the Third Infantry, United States Reserve Corps, to form the
Fourth Missouri Volunteers, which latter I'egim^it was mustered out
of service February 1, 1863, apparently under the provisions of Special
Oiders, No. 98," headquarters District of Missouri, dated September
1, 1862, authorizing the nnister out of the Reserve Corps regiments.
KrekeVs Battalion. This battalion was organized at St. Louis, Mo.,
during the month of August, 1861. It was mustered out of service
January 8, 1862, apparently under the provisions of General Orders,
No. 25,'' of December 14, 1861, headquarters Department of the
Missouri.
Yan IRyrn'! s Battalion. This battalion was organized at Kansas City,
Mo., during the months of June, July, and August, 1861, under
authority of General Lyon. It was captured and paroled at Lexington,
Mo., September 20, 1861, and the greater portion of the enlisted men
were mustered out of service October 29, 1861. The remaining members were consolidated with the Thirteenth Regiment Missouri Infantry
in December, 1861, the consolidated force forming the Twenty-fifth
MissouriTnfantr3\ No claim appears to have been made by members
of this regiment for discharge under the orders directing the muster
out of the United States Reserve Corps regiments.
This compan}^ was organized at
Dietriches Independent Company.
Manchester, Mo., August 15, 1861. It was nuistered out of service
February 3, 1862, apparently under the provisions of General Orders,
No. 25,^ of December 11, 1861, headquarters Department of the
Missouri.
King's Independent Company. This company was organized at
Franklin, Mo., during the months of September and October, 1861.
It was mustered out of service January 23, 1862, apparently under
the provisions of General Orders, No. 25,'' of December li, 1861,
headquarters Department of the Missouri.
The status of the United States Reserve Corps accepted into the
service for the period of three years was that of Missouri volunteers
It formed a part of the military
in the service of the United States.
establishment of the United States during the short period of its

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

"Order quoted on page
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''Order quoted on page 106.
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existence.
Its histoiy has been given somewhat in detail and at considerable length, especialh' with regard to individual organizations,
because the peculiar conditions of acceptance, the Incidents of service^
and the cause of disbandnient ma\' be of importance in the determination of questions that ma}' arise relative to the rights of officers and
enlisted men, or theii- representatives, under the bounty and pension
laws and the statutes with regard to travel-pay, and other allowances.
These questions, however, are not within the jurisdiction of the War
Department, except so far as they involve questions with regard to
military status or service.
As shown in this report, the United States Reserve Corps organizations, three years' service, were one battalion of cavalry, one regiment
of artillerv, and live regiments, three battalions, and two independent
companies of infantry.

THRKE YEARS' VOLUNTEERS.
Ijiko the ^Missouri niilitiu o1 1S(>I. the throe years" volunteers ueeepted
into the ser\'iee from that State durino- the early period of the eivii
war were enrolled and organized under the supervision of the United
States military authorities.
No speeitic authority for their organization has been found of reeord. but that such authority was given is
shown by the recorded correspondence. In a letter dated May "24.
1861. addressed to the Sei-retary of War. Col. V. P. Blair, jr. (colonel
of the First ^lissouri Militia, three months" serrice). referred to "the
four regiments assigned to Missouri for three years' service."" and to
an "order requiring two-thirds of the officers to be appointed by the
governor of the State."" which order he said would not be complied
with, "and the Government could not accept officers appointed by a
traitor under anv circumstances.""
Following is a copv of Colonel
Blair"s letter:
St.

Hon. SiMox Camekox,

Stcriiar>t of

Locis, ^Fo., Maij

-24,

1S61.

War:

The four regiments assiirueii to ^lissoiiri for three yeai-s' service ean easily be raised,
but the iM\ler requiriuir two-tliirds of tlie ottioers to be appointed l>y the jroveruor of
the State will not bo eoniplied with, and the Government eould not accept otiicei"s
appointed by a traitor under any circumstances.
As the l>riiiade will be under connnand of General Lyon, will it not lie best to
allow him to nominate the officei-s, subject to the approval of the President? Send
him the order by telegraph inmiediately.
*
*
*

!«***

F. P. Blaik. Jr.
[Official

Records

of the

Union and Confederate Armies. Series

I,

Vol. Ill, pp. 375,

370.]

Under date of June 1. IStU. Brig. (xcn. Nathaniel Lyon, who had
succeeded to the command of the ne])artment of the West, addressed
a letter to the President in which (subscribing himself as connnanding
the arsenal at St. Louis) he referred to " four regiments for the three
years" service"" as the quota of the State of ^Missouri, and recommended
the acceptance of the "American Zouave Corps."" of St. Louis, as an
additional regiment.
This letter is as follows:
Arsenal,

St.

Louin, Juue

1,

1S61.

His Excellencv Abkaham

Lin"ooi.x.
IWsidrnt of thf Unitid Stah'.".

of St. Louis, composed of some of the
of the city, have earnestly entreated
to receive them into the
United States service, which I regret I have not the power to do.
I have referred them to Your Excellency, and Charles P. Johnson, esq., one of
their number, visits Washington City for the purpose of tendering the services of the
regiment to the Administration for such time as may be re»iuiretl by the public neces-

Dear

best

Sir:

The ".Vmerican Zouave Corps,"

young men

1^:2

me

THREE

years''

VOLUNTEERS.
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You

can plare full reliance upon the represeutatidiis of Lieutenant Johnson,
may be permitted to hope that the tender of this valuable rorps, coming as it dues from this locality, will be accepted at once.
If more than four regiments for the three years' service are to be accepted from this State, it is imjwrtant
this should be known, and how many, as five regiments have already offered besides
At the request of parties interested the above is submitted to the
the above.
pities.

and

I trust 1

President.

Very

X. Lvox,

respectfully,

Bngadier-Gi'tieral of ]'olnuteers, Commanditig.
[50.3 AV,

A

A. G. O., 186L]

similar letter

by Colonel

Blair.

was addressed to the President on the same day
These letters were indorsed l)y the President as

follows:
I think the Zouave regiment ought to be received, for moral effect as well as for
military {>urposes.
It will be a counterpoise to the prejudice against the (iermans.
I refer the case to you [Attorney-General] and 3Ir. Blair, as the special committee
on Missouri.

June

6,

18t)L

[Ibid.]

A letter on the subject of the existing- ''prejudice against the Germans/' referred to in the President's indorsement, had been previously
addressed to the Secretary of War by Brig. Gen. William S. Barney,
General Lyon-s predecessor in the command of the Department of the
West. This letter, dated May 15. 1861. in which General Harney
recommended the organization of a regiment to consist "exclusively of
Irishmen," was indorsed l)y Colonel Blair, who concurred in General
Harney's recommendation. Following is a copy of the letter and
indorsement:
E.\ST

Hon. SiMox Camekox,

iST.

Lons,

III.,

J/rt//

15, 1S61.

War:
I think it of the utmost importance that an additional regiment, consisting excluIt will at once settle matters in
sively of Irishmen, should be raised in St. Louis.
St. Louis and do away with the prejudice against the Government troops, which
consist almost exclusively of Germans.
Wm. S. H.\rxey,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Secretar)/ of

concur in the importance and policy of General Harney's recommendations, and
it will end our troubles here and enal)le our troops to do service elsewhere.
Fraxiv p. Bl.mr, Jr.,
Colonel First Regiment Missouri ^'()lllHteers.
I

believe that

[Official

Records

of

the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

I,

A^ol. Ill, p{).

373-374.]

No record has been found of a reply to General
]\Iay 15, 1861, or to Colonel Blair's letter of
June T, 1861, the Secretarv of ^A^ar addressed

Harnev's

letter of
24, 1861, but on
General Lyon as

May

follows:

War
Brig. Oen. N. Lvox,
Comnut)idi)ig Missouri Volunteers,

St.

Gexeral: You are directed to muster
"American Zouaves," ^lorgan L. Smith,

Depart.mext, Wasiiington, June

7,

1861.

Louis.

in for the
colonel.

war the regiment known

as the

In explanation of orders heretofore given, it is proper to say that it was intended
to allow all the men already in service in Missouri to be mustered in for the war, or
others to be received in lieu of them for that term.
Si.Mox Camerox.
[503 W., A. G. 0., 186L]
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It will be 89311 tint. :ilth )ii.;-h the orio-iivil "ordor.s" or Instrui'tions
have nv)t lieen disj )vered, th3 military uuthoritie-^ at St. Louis were
authorized to reeeive into the service of the United St ites for the
three years' term all of the militia and United St ites R?-;erve Corps

troops then in service, or their eciuivalent, numbering upward of
l(t.O(M» men.
This authority was evidently given under the President's call of May 3, 1801, for4:-J.0oi volunteers.
The question as to
the appointment of officers, raised in Colonel Blair's letter of Ma\' 24,
1S()1. appears to have been igmnvd.
The organization of volunteer regiments for the long term was at
once begun, the First Missouri Militia being reorganized during the
month of June. 1801. and accepted into service for the period of three
years undt'r authority of (rcneral Lyon, by whonv authority was also
given for the organization of a number of new regiments. The work
thus begun by General Lyon was contiiuied by his successor, Maj.
Gen. John C. Fremont, who. on July '25. 1861, assumed command of
the newly created Western Department.
Under date of August o. 18(U. the governor of the State, under the
new State government, was authorized by the War Department to
raise 15 regiments
10 of infantry, 3 of cavalry, and '2 of artillery.
This authority, "which was evidently given under-^he acts of July '22
and 25, 18»U, was conveyed in a letter of whii-h the following is a
copy:

—

Wak Depaktmext, Washington, a uffust o, 1S61.
His Excellency H. R. Gamble.
Sik: Hon. F. F. Blair, jr., has tendered to this department 15 additional reiiinients,
to be org-anized in Missouri, for the several arms of the service, as hereinafter stated.
You are therefore authorized and empowered to raise and organize the 15 regiments

— 10 regiments of infantry, 3 regiments of cavalry, and 2 regiments of
— for the service of the United States, to serve for three years or during the

referred to
artillery

war.
This department will exercise the right to revoke the commissions of all officers
who may be found inconijietent for the proper discliarge of their duties. You will
promjitly advise Adjutant-( General Thomas, at Washington, the date at which your
men will e ready for mustering, and he will detail an officer for that purpose, who
will be instructed to nmster by companies.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thomas A. Scott.
1

[Official

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

III, Vol. I, p. 388.]

does not appear that any action was taken l)v the State officials
under this authority, the organization of Missouri troops, undertaken
by Generals Lyon and Fremont, being continuiHl by the latter after
the reorganization of the State government and up to the time he was
relieved from command, the officers ])eing designated or appointed by
him. notwithstanding the existence of a loyal State government, it
appearing that, for some reason, the governor had declined to commission the officers.
Besides creating mimerc^us Home (niard and United States Keserve
Corps organizations, treated in this paper under separate heads. General Frenu)nt. inunediattdy upon his assumption of the conunandof the
AVestern Department, proceeded to authorize the organization of a
large force of volunteer troops, aggregating, with those ]n"evic^usly
authorized by General Lyon, about thirty regiments, besides independent companies and l)attalions. The irregularities of his administration in the organization of corps not authorized by law, the acceptIt
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ance of others with unlawful conditions of service, and the unlawful
exercise of the appointing- power, will l)e treated in a separate chapter.
On November 2, 1801, General Fremont was relieved from the command of the Western Departmont, and on November 19, 1861, ^laj.
Gen. il. W. Ilailet'lc assumed connnand of the newly organized
Departnr^Mit of the ^Missouri.
The methods adopted by General Halfor the corret-tiou of existing- ii-regularties will, like the irregudescribed in another chapter.
One result of
his action was to plac the organization of Missouri volunteers where
with the State authorities.
it belonged
The Secretary of War had, on Decend)er 3, ISHl, ordered that '' no
more regiments, batteries, or independent companies'' l)e raised by
the govei'nors of States, except upon the special requisiti3n of the
War Department, and that those then forming in the several States be
completed, under the direction of the respective governors thereof,
unless it be deemed more advantageous to" the service to assign the
men already recruited to organizations then in the field. (Cxeneral
Orders, No. 105, Headquarters of the Army, LSOl.)
On December 81, 18HI. evidently under the provisions of this order,
the governor of Missouri, in special orders from State headquarters,
consolidated several fragmentary organizations, forming from them
the Twenty-hrst and Twenty-sixth Missouri Volunteers, and on January 2, 1862, General Halleck issued a general order (No. 4), in which
he directed that ''under General Orders, No. 105, Adjutant-GeneraFs
Office, Washington. IX^cember 3, 1861,'* all corps of Missouri volunteers not completed l)e reported to the governor for such action as he
might deem expedient to adopt.
These orders from the State and dei)artment headquarters were followed in quick succession by other orders from the State executive
consolidating incomplete organiz itions, and from the military commander mustering out such organizations as had l)een accepted with
unauthorized conditions of service, until the organization of the three
years' volunteers was placed upon the basis recjuired by law and the
I'egulations of the Wnr Department.
Tlie question of the issue of commissions to officers of the Missouri
volunteer I'egiments early received the attention of the major-general
connnanding the Department of t!;e ^Missouri. Those officers had been
mustered into service upon apointments received from General Fremont, or without regular appointments or commissions from any
source, and the questionable status of the officers so serving not only
eaused embarrassment to the commanding general but impaired the
efficiency of the troops with which the officeivs were serving.
On Decendier 14, 1861, General Halleck nominated to the governor
of the State the officers of the '"Merrill Horse'' {Second Cavalry) for
commissions, to rank from the respective dates on which the officers
were mustered into service in the grades for which the}' were recommended. On th(> same date an order was issued by the State executive announcing, among other things, that commissions would not be
issued to officers of Missouri volunteers in the service of the United
States until authenticated copies of the muster-in rolls of the corps to
which they belonged had been hied in the office of the adiutant-general of the State.
This order (Gei\eral Orders. No. 4. of the State of
^Missouri) was promulgated in General Orders, No. 31, Department of
leclv

larities themselves, be

—

:

:
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20, 1801, of

which the following

i.s

a

copy
General Orders,

Heaixh'arteks Dei'artment of the Missouri,
\
St. Louts, Decemltcr 20, 1861.
/
attention of Missouri volunteers is ealleil to the foUowiuii orders of the gover-

No.

The
nor

31.

of this State:

" Headquarters State of Missouri,
"Ad.iutant-General's Okfice,
"No. 4.
"*SY. Louis, December 14, 1861.
j
"I. Commissions will not l)e issued to officers of the Missouri volunteers in the
service of the United States until authenticated copies of the muster-in rolls of the
corps to which they belong shall have been tiled in the office of the adjutant-general
of the State; nor will promotions or appointments to fill vacancies in any particular
corps be made unless the commander thereof shall have transmitted to the same
office a formal return, exhibiting all changes whit'h have taken place in his command
from the time of original muster up to and including the date of the event by which
the vacancy sought to be tilled was occasioned.
•'II. The major-general connuanding the Department of the Missouri, having in
view the better discipline and increased efficiency of the troops, has requested that
applications for commissions or appointments in the Missouri voliuiteers shall be submitted to him for his approval before being considered by the governor.
"This course will be adopted, and will l)e pursued as well in regard to the issue of
commissions to officers now serving with the volunteers as to original appointments
and promotions.
^
"By order of the Commander in Chief
"Chester A. Harding, Jr.,

"General Orders,!

>

"J(/y'(«to»^-6V}it'rr'/."

Authenticated copies of muster-in rolls will
pliance with the above orders.
By order of ]\Iajor-General Halleck:
J.

C.

l)e

iiiunediately transmitted in

Kelton,

com-

Assistant Adjutaut-General.

The

necessity for the immediate commissioning- of the officei's was,
however, considered by General Halleck to be so pressing that he
urged upon the governor the importance of reconsidering his determination to wait for authenticated copies of the rolls. The exigencies
of the case as viewed by General Halleck, and the necessity for prompt
action on the part of the governor of the State, were stated ]»y the
former in a letter of which the following is a copv:
St. Louis,

December

18, 1861.

His Excellency H. R. Gamble,

Goremor of Missouri.

am

Governor: By a

informed
letter from your adjutant-general of this date I
that commissions will not be issued to officers of volunteers now in the service of
the United States until authenticated copies of the muster-in rolls shall have been
filed in the office of the adjutant-general of the State and other conditions are complied with.

In many cases it will be almost impossible at the present time to procure these
authenticated copies for file, as required, as the troops are scattered on duty in various parts of the State, and months must elapse before such copies can l)e obtained
from the paymaster, mustering officers, or the Adjutant-General at Washington.
The officers of these volunteer c<^mpanies and regiments have Ijeen in active servBut
ice for months under mere appointments, and some have been paid as such.
difficulties now arise in making such payments, and the men in many cases, finding
that the officers have no commissions, refuse to obey them. Moreover, it is doul)tf ul whether such officers, not being commissioned, can legally serve on courts-martial.
These difficulties are becoming of a very serious character, and threaten a total disorganization of some of our best regiments; in some cases the men are on the verge
of mutiny.
These things call for a prompt remedy. It will not do to delay the matter for the
sake of mere formalities. I have been working night and day to supply the defiAfter one whole month's labor I have in
ciencies and to correct the irregularities.
many cases been unable to procure nmster-in rolls for my own officers, and in order
In no case
to expedite matters I have borrowed those filed with the i)aymaster.

•

•
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I, or will I, recommend to you for commission any officer without satisfactory
evidence of his having been in service from the time at which his commission is to

have

date.
I am satisfied, governor, that if you insist upon a strict compliance witli the first
paragraph of your order No. 4, weeks, and perhaps months, must elapse before commissions can issue. In the meantime disorganization and want of discipline must
I may wish to send these regiments into tlie field in a very few days.
increase.
By
If you refuse to commission the officers, how can they legally exercise command?
delaying these connnissions you delay the pacification of ]Missouri, and greatly
embarrass all plans of ulterior operations.
I hope, governor, you will reconsider this matter and issue commissions as fast
It is
as I obtain satisfactory proof of the service and muster in of the officers.
the only means of getting order out of chaos.
Your order is a very proper one for ordinary times and ordinary circumstances,
but I most strenuously urge you to make an exception in the cases I submit to you
as requiring immediate action.
All information in regard to muster-in rolls and vacancies which I have is at the
service of your adjutant-general.
Permit "me to repeat, governor, that the present condition of the troops here
requires prompt action in this matter of commissions, and that delay may lead to
the most serious results.
H. W. Halleck,
Very respectfully, your oljedient servant,

Major-General.

[Book No.

18,

Department

of

the Missouri, pp. 80-83.]

Thi« letter was followed by other letters from General Halleck,
with which he submitted lists of officers whom he desired to be commissioned, not from the dates of muster in, as previously recommended
in the case of the officers of the Merrill Horse, but from the dates of
their enrollment, it appearinj^ that in many cases companies had been
''full and ready for service long- before they were actually mustered."
(Book No. 18, Department of the Missouri, p. 88.)
The adjutant-general of Missouri, in his annual report to the governor of the State, dated December 31, 1863 (p. 17), states:
The officers of all the regiments which were raised in ^lissouri were, as soon as
the machinery of the State government was properly put in operation, commissioned
by your excellency in due form.

On January 1, 1862, according to the adjutant-general's report of
that date, the Missouri volunteers in the service of the United States
numbered 32,821; but these included some organizations which were
subsequently mustered out of service by reason of unauthorized limitations in their contracts of service, besides several organizations,
composed of citizens of other States, which were finally transferred
Of this
to the States to which a majority of their members belonged.
latter class of troops the State adjutant-general sa3's in his annual
report of 1863, page 18:
Owing to the refusal of the Government to accept all the men who offered their
services in the loyal States at the beginning of the war, large numbers of persons
came to Missouri to enlist, and in some instances nearly whole regiments were
mustered into service, and denominated ^Missouri regiments, while their members
were, a large majoritj- of them, residents of other States. As a result, upon the
appilication, either of the governors of their States or of the organizations themselves, the following regiments were transferred to other States, and lost their history as Missouri troops: The Ninth Missouri Infantry was made the Fifty-ninth Illinois Infantry; the Thirteenth Missouri Infantry was made the Twenty-second Ohio
Infantry; the Fourteenth Missouri Infantry or "Western Sharpshooters" was made
the Sixty-sixth Illinois Infantry, and Schwartz's Batter}' transferred to Second Illinois
Artillery.
Continuing, the adjutant-general says in the same report, page 18:
These are all the transfers of organizations that have been made to other
although in some of the present i-egiments of Missouri volunteers a majority

States,
of the
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men have come from other State? than Missouri, bat in nearly all su-h. the number
from the different Scates has been so equally .livided that they have preierre I to
retain their original ti^sijiaatioii. rather than lose thiir history as .Missouri regiinent^; They have felt, au I still feel, a pride in being called Missourian*. for they
<!an say with truth that h }[h-<oari reyim-nt It'is ijet been di-^jm yL
>

It will be seen from the foregoing that on or befor.^ Jaiiiuiry 1.
1862. by reason of the reorganization of the State government and
the coojperation of its officials with the United States military authoi'ities, the machinery for the organization of Missouri troops for the
volunteer service and the appointment of their officers, had been

placed in the hands of the State executive, where, under the law. it
properly belonged, and that the irregularities of organization due to
the unauthorized administrative action of one of the military com-

manders had.

as far as practicable. l>een corrected.
the President called for an additional force of
300,000 men. and on July 7. 1862. the governor of Missouri was
requested by the War Department to raise, as a part of the State's
lender this
quota, four regiments of infantry to serve three years,
call, as stated \v the adjutant-general of the State (Annual R'^port of

On July

1. 18(32.

1863. p. 18). seven regiments of infantry and three regiments of cavalry were raised, and an additional regiment of cavalry was organized
under special authority of the War Department^'
Following the call of the President of October 17. 1863, for 300.000
volunteers to till the ranks of the old regiments in the held, the commanding general Department of the Missouri issued an order revoking all authority before given to recruit in Missouri for regiments
belonging to other States. Following is a copy of the order:

General Orders.
No. 123.

Headquakteks Department of the Missouri,

1

Louis, Mo., Odober 31, 1S63.

>^^

r

*******

of Missouri having received authority from the War Department
to raise additional volunteer troops for the United States service, all authority heretofore given to recruit in Missouri for regiments belonging to other States is hereby
I.

The governor

revoked.

Bv command

of 3Iajor-General Schotield:

O. D. Greexe,
Assisianf A<1}utant- General.

An

order was also issued bv the governor of the State as follows:
HeaD'Uakters State of Mis.-;oiki,
]

General Orders,
No. 2S.
*

Adjutaxt-Gexekal's Office,
LoHi.% Odober 27, ISGS.
-S:?.

)

*

HI. As Missouri
for 300,000 men. it

^

*
under the President's
*

*

nuist furnish its quota of tro<:>ps

*
late call

is important that all i-ecruiting within the limits of the State
should be contined to Missouri regiments only; and, to this end. recruiting for regiments of other States is Mridhi forbidden, and all persons engaged in such undertakings are Iiereb;/ tranud that ant/ jyccmV.* nhich tltcij ntai/ obtain iriU be taken froin them
and plat't'd in Mi.<^oiiri reijiment-s. and they themselves will lie arrested and punished

for violation of this onier.
By order of the Commander in Chief:

John
[Annual Report Adjutant-General

B. Gray, Adjutant-GeneraL

of Missouri, 1863, p. 41.]

At the beginning of the year 1861: but one regiment of Missouri
It
volunteers, the Twelfth (?avalry. was in process of org-anization.
was fully organized and turned over to the United States authorities on
(Annual Report Adjutant-Cieneral of ^listhe 25th of March. 1864.
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souri, 1864, p. 5.)
On the 9th of June, 1864, in a letter of which the
following is a copy, the g-overnor of the State was authorized to raise
two regiments of infantr}':

War D e a rtm knt,
Provost-Marsha l-Gk-\eual's Office,
I'

June

Governor op Missouri,

St.

9,

1864.

Louis, Mo.

On the recommendation of Major-General Rosecrans by indorsement on a
dated the 17th ultimo, from the Hon. H. S. Boyd, relative to raising additional
troops for the protection of the southwest part of the State, you are hereby authorized
to raise two regiments of volunteer infantry/ under the following couditions:
First. The regiments to be recruited to serve three years or during the war, the
recruitment to be conducted in the State of Missouri.
Second. The regiments to be recruited without conditions as to jilace of service.
Third. The first regiment must be completely organized and mustered into the
United States service before the second one is commenced.
Fourth. The organization, musters, and recruitment of the force must conform
strictly to the requirements of the mustering and recruiting regulations, including
General Orders, No. 131, current series, from the Adjutant-General's Office.
Fifth. The first regiment must be complete within the period of sixty days from
the date of acceptance of this authority by you.
Jas. B. Fry,
I have the honor, etc.,
Sir:

letter

Provost-Marshal-Geueral.
[Official

Becords

It does not
raised.

of the

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series III, Vol. lY, p. 425.]

appear that either of the regiments thus authorized was

In Deceml)er, ] SOo, authority ^vas given by the War Department for
the reenlistment of members of the Missouri State ]Militia as veteran
volunteers in the United States servdce, without conditions as to the
place of their service, and on .June 10, 1864, the A\'ar Department
authorized the formation of regiments from the reenlisted men and
such other members of the State militia as should be willing to reenlist
This authority was granted in a letter of
for unconditional service.
which the following is a copy:

War

Department, Adjutant-General's Office,
June 10, 1864.

Maj. Gen. W. S. Rosecrans,
Commcuiding Department of the 3nssouri, St. Louis, Mo.
General: In answer to your indorsement of the 1st instant relative to veterans
and reenlistments in and from the Missouri State ]\Iilitia, the same having been submitted to the War Department by his excellency the governor of Missouri, I am
directed by the Secretary of War to communicate the following:
I. You are authorized to collect the veteran volunteers reenlisted from the regiments of the Missouri State Militia and form them into a regiment, or in case the
number reenlisted is not sufficient to form a regiment, into a battalion.
II. If there are other men in the regiments of Missouri State Militia who desire to
reenlist for unconditional volunteer service, they may do so, and will be received
under the following conditions:
1. The number in each regiment will be ascertained, discharged, and reenlisted
for three years or during the war.
2. After the detachments from the respective regiments have been reenlisted they
will be collected and formed into one or more regiments, depending on the total number, one regiment, however, to be completely organized before an additional one is
connnenced.
3. The regiments as rai)idly as formed will be nuistered into service with minimum
regimental organization.
4. The men reenlisting will receive the bounty provided by law, namely, the $100
authorized by the act of July, 1861 ( General Orders, No. 49) the same to be paid under
the regulations promulgated in General Orders, No. 163, series of 1863, from this
,

office.

S.

Doc. 412

9
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The disi'liarges from the niiHtia regiments and the mnsters into and formation
new regiments will be nnder the direction of tiie commissai-y of mnsters for

5.

of the
tlie

department and his

assistants.

The new regiments

as herein authorized will l)e organized and nmstered into
service in accordance witli the retjuirenients of the mustering regulations.
I am, general, etc.,
6.

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
[Ibid., p. 428.]

Under the authority quoted above, general orders were i.ssued by
]\hijor-General Roseerans, who had succeeded to the command of the
Department of the jNIissouri, as follows:
General Orders, \
No. 128.

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
*SY.

J

Louis, Mo., Juhj 22, 1864.

instructions from the War Department (dated June 10, 1864) a regiment of
veteran volunteer cavalry, to be designated the Thirteenth [Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, will be organized with as little delay as ])racticable, from the veterans of the
Missouri State Militia force, and from such of the nonveterans of that force as choose
to reenlist in the new organization, under the conditions prescribed in the letter of
instructions.
The veterans of the Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, now at Benton Barracks,
The veterans of all the other
will constitute the nucleus of the new organization.
regiments of the -Missouri State IMilitia will he at once sent under commissioned officers detailed by district conunanders to Benton Barracks, f(jj' organization into companies, after which, should the exigencies of the service permit, all who have not
heretofore received it will receive the usual veteran furlough of thirty days.
In each of the Missouri State JMilitia regiments a captain and tirst lieutenant will
be selected by the commanding officer thereof to recruit in the regiment for the new
organization. These officers will be selected with care as the best representatives of
their grade in the regiment, and will be eligible for appointment in the new organization should they succeed in securing enough recruits to form a company. These
officers will report to Col. Jno. V. Du Bois, chief of cavalry of the department, from
time to time, their success in recruiting, and when they have enough men to constitute a maximum cavalry company will receive further orders for the discharge and

Under

remuster of the men.
The nonveterans who reenlist will be required to enlist for three years or the war,
and receive the bounty of $100, provided by the act of Congress approved July 1,
1861 (see General Orders of "War Department, No. 49, of 1861), the bounty to be
paid under the regulations promulgated in General Orders, No. 163, series of 1863.
from the War Department.
In the new regiment no men will be received with private horses. The mounts
will be furnished by the Government.
As a check upon improper selections of officers for the new regiment, it is to be
understood that all officers may be at any time ordered before a board of officers for
examination as to their qualifications and fitness for command.
By command of Major-GeneralEosecrans:
O. D. Greene,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Orders, \

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,

St. Louis, Mo., August 31, 1864General Orders, No. 128, current series, froiia these headquarters, as
directs the commanding officer of each of the Missoui'i State JMilitia regiments to
select a captain and first lieutenant to recruit in their respective regiments for the
Thirteenth Regiment ^Missouri Veteran Cavalry is hereby revoked; recruiting details
for this regiment will be made in future from these headquarters.
All the reenlisted men (veterans and nonveterans) of the Missouri State Militia
regiments who have reenlisted for the three years' service at the date of the receipt
of this order will be sent at once, under suitable conduct, with their descriptive lists,
to Benton Barracks, Mo., to be organized into companies.
Connnanding oflicers of regiments and detachments will report by telegraph to
these headquarters the number of men who have reenlisted in their respective commands, and who are to be sent to Benton Barracks under the pro\'isioiis of this order.
By command of Major-Geueral Rosecrans:
O. D. Greene,

No. 158.

So

much

J

of

Assistant Adjutant-General

and Chief of Staff.
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General Orders, \
No. 162.

131

Headquarters Department op the Missouri,
St.

/

Louis, Mo., September

7,

1864.

organization of the Thirteenth Missouri Yohuiteer Cavalry having been completed, another regiment will at once be organized under the same authority, and
under the same general conditions governing in the organization of the Thirteenth
(see General Orders, 128, from these headquarters), which will be designated as the
Fourteenth Missouri ^'oluntee^ Cavalry.
Officers will be detailed from these headquarters for recruiting for the regiment
from the Missouri State INIilitia. Applications for permission to recruit will be forwarded to these headquarters through tiie ordinary channel.
Officers receiving recruiting details will at once signify their wishes with regard to
entering the new regiment; but, whether desiring commissions therein or not, will
enter vigorously upon the duty and continue thereupon until duly relieved. They
will make frequent reports direct to these headquarters as to their success in recruiting.
Nonveterans of the Missouri State Militia are officially informed that no effort will
be spared to make this one of the very best regiments raised in the State, and that
no officers will be recommended for or appointed to positions in it who have not
tried and approved qualifications for their respective grades.
In addition to his present duties. Col. E. C. Catherwood, of the Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry, is (temporarily) assigned to the duty of organizing the regiment.
Benton Barracks is designated as the regimental rendezvous, and to that point all
veterans and reenlisted nonveterans of the Missouri State Militia force not absorbed
by the organization of the Thirteenth will be sent by district commanders without
fuither orders.
District, regimental, and post commanders are charged to exert themselves to give
this order early promulgation to all under their command, and to facilitate all proper
efforts of recruiting officers in securing men.
By command of Major-General Rosecrans:
0. D. Greene,
Assistant Adjvtant-General and CJdff of Staff.

The

"

'

Under the authorit}- of the War Department and the orders from
the department commander one regiment, the Thirteenth Cavalry, was
organized, and another regiment, the Fourteenth Cavalry, was parOf this latter regiment the adjtitant-general of the
tially completed.
State sa3\s in his annual report of 1865, pages -1, 5:
The Fourteenth Cavalry, under the supervision of the department commander, was
in process of organization at the date of the last report by the transfer of such veterans
of the Missouri State JMilitia as had not been assigned to the Thirteenth Cavalry.
There not being a sufficient number of these veterans to complete the regiment,
authority was obtained to fill it up by volunteering under the laws governing the
general recruiting service. Nine companies were [had been] mustered in at the time
of the suspension of enlistments, April 13, 1865.

The Fourteenth Cavalry was the
Missouri for three years' service.

last

regiment raised in the State of

date of January 30, 1865, authority was given by the War
to raise six regiments, composed of men enlisted for
one, two, or three years, as the recruits might elect (Annual Report
Adjutant-General of Missouri, 1865, p. 6), but the suspension of hostilities soon followed and recruiting ceased, the recruits procured
under the authoritv of January 30 being formed into one regiment,
the Fift3'-tirst Missouri Infantry.
In this chapter no attempt has been made to show the eli'orts put forth
by the State authorities to secure recruits for the old regiments in
the held to till the quotas of the State under the various calls of the
President, the contemporaneous action of the State officials in the
organization of regiments for short periods of service, or the action
of the United States officials in the drafting of recruits under the
enrollment acts. The object has been to show in a general way the
history of the organization of the three years' regiments of Missouri
volunteers in service during the civil war. That they rendered gal-

Under

Department
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lant service in defen.se of the Union is al)undantly shown by the official
records.
As to the status of these troops in gciun-al, no comment is necessary
beyond the mere statement of the fact that they were in the military
service of the United States and that the surviving members of the
force, and the heirs of those deceased, are entitled to all of the benefits
accruing- from such service.
It is true that under the administration of Major-General Fremont
some organizations not authorized by law were received into the military service of the United States, but the unauthorized organizations
were prompth' disbanded or converted into organizations having a
legal basis, or were, as in the case of the engineer troops, pioneers,
and sappers and miners, su})sequentlv legalized b}" act of Congress.
This act, approved Julv 17, 1802, is as follows:

AN ACT to define

the pay and emoluments of certain officers of the Army, and for other purposes.

*

*

And

*

*

*

*

*

further emu-ted, That the different regiments and indejiendent
companies heretofore mustered into the service of the United States as voKmteer
engineers, pioneers, or sappers and miners, under the calls of the President or Secretary of War, or by authority of the connnanding general of any military dejiartment
of the United States, or which, having been nmstered into the service as infantry,
shall have been reorganized and employed as engineers, pioneers, or sai)pers and
miners, shall be, and the same are hereby, recognized and accepted as volunteer
engineers, on the same footing, in all respects, in regard to their organization, pay,
and emoluments, as the Corps of Engineers of the Regular Army of the United
States, and they shall be paid for their services, already performed, as is now provided by law for the payment of otiieers and noncommissioned officers and privates of
Sec. 20.

be

It

the Engineer Corps of the Regular Army.

Approved, July

17, 1862.

[12 Stat. L., pp. 594-597.]

As regards the officers appointed by General Fremont to the organizations formed by him and those nmstered into service without appointments or commissions, they were tinally commissioned by the governor
of the State; and with regard to the nunc pro tunc action of the governor in giving or attempting to give them rank from dates prior to
the issue of their commissions, it is necessary only to remark that the
remuster act of February 21. ISDT, authorizes recognition and pa}''ment for service rendered with duly authorized commands from the
dates of rank given in commissions issued by competent authority.
The status of the general and staff officers and persons appointed
b}^ General Fremont to offices which had no legal existence need not
be here considered.
Of the Three Years" Volunteers, IT) regiments, 10 battalions, and 2
independent companies of cavalry, 1 regiment of engineers. 2 regiments and t) batteries of artillery. 11 regiments and 1 battalion of
infantry, 4 companies of pioneers, sappers and miners, and a company
designated a ''Telegraph Corps" Avere partially or completely organized.
Some of these were disbanded after a short period of service
because of their illegal organization or because of an unlawful limitation in their contracts of service; some were consolidated to form complete organizations, and others were transferred to the States from
wdiich a majority of their members were recruited.
As tinally reorganized and held to service as INlissouri volunteers the force included
13 regiments of cavalry, 2 regiments of artillery, 1 regiment of engiThese do not include the United
neers, and 28 regiments of infantry.
States Reserve Corps regiments organized for three years' service,
which are treated under their appropriate title.
«
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Under date of August 6, 1861, Hon. John S. Phelps and Hon. Frank
P. Blair, jr., members of the House of Representatives from the State
of Missouri, addressed to the President a letter, in which they recommended the organization of a volunteer force to serve for six months,
""to be employed in preserving peace and quiet" in the State of Missouri, to repel threatened invasion, "to remove the seat of war from
among the people of that State to the southward, to invade Arkansas,
and to keep the Indians west of that State under su])jection." Following ,'s a copv of the joint letter of Messrs. Phelps and Blair on
this subject.

The Pkesidext.
Sir: An invasion of the State of Missouri by troo])8 under the command of General ]McCulloch has taken place.
Other invasions of that State are threatened by
troops from the States of Arkansas and Tennessee.
recommend you receive into the service of the United States from the State of
Missouri troops to serve for six months, to be employed in preserving peace and quiet
in thatState, and to rejiel the threatened invasion, and to remove the seat of war from
among the people of that State to the southward, to invade Arkansas, and to keep the
Indians west of that State under subjection.
If this suggestion shall be adopted I recommend 5,000 stand of improved arms in
addition to those already sent to ^Missouri be forthwith sent, with a proper supply of
clothing, camp and tent equipage, ammunition, and means with which to obtain
commissary and other quartermaster supplies, and also medical supplies, etc.
Arms for cavalry and equipments should also be furnished for a battalion or regiment of mounted men, to be raised in southwest Missouri, in addition to the arms
before mentioned.
Arms will be needed when Arkansas shall be invaded to arm
men of that State who are Union men and willing to enter the military service of the
United States.
The munitions of war we have mentioned we think should Vje sent to Springfield,
Mo., for use at that point and its vicinity.

We

JoHX S. Phelps.
Frank P. Blair,
House of Representatives, August
[P. 157,

Book No.

2,

6,

Jr.

1861.

Secretary of War.]

This letter was indorsed

b}"

the President as follows:
Executive Mansion, August

7,

1861.

Honorable Secretary of War.

Dear

Sir: The within paper, as you see, is by Hon. John S. Phelps and Hon.
The
P. Blair, jr., both members of the present Congress from Missouri.
object is to get up an efficient force of Mmourhins in the southwestern part of the

]My

Frank

])e done, and INIr. Phelps ought to have general superintendence
by a private report to me from the Department that eighteen regiments
are already accepted from Missouri.
Can it not l)e arranged that part of them (not yet
organized, as I understand) may be taken from the locality mentioned and put

State.
of it.

It

ought to

I see
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under the control of ^Ir. Phelps? And let him have discretion to accept them for
a shorter term than three years, or the war; understandin^r, however, that he will
I hope this can be done, because ]Mr. Phelps
get them for the full term if he can.
is too zealous and etticient, and understands his ground too well for us to lose his
services.
Of course provision for arming, equipping, etc., must be made.
Mr.
Phelps is here and wishes to carry home with him authority fur this matter.
Yours, truly,
A. LiN'COLX.

Under

tlie

authority of the Pre.-^ident embodied in the indor.sement

quoted above. ]Mr. Phelps wa.s authorized by the Acting Secretary of
AVar to organize live regiments of infantry and one regiment of cavalry,
to serve six months or such longer period, not exceeding the duration
of the "svar. as the men might elect.
This authority was granted in a
letter of which the following is a copy:

War Depart.mext, Augusts, 1861.
Phelps, Sprmgfield, J/o.
Sir: By direction of the President of tlie United States, I am authorized to accept
from you five regiments of infantry and one regiment of cavalry for sis months, or
such longer period, not f sceeding the duration of the war, as the resjx'ctive regiments may be enlisted for the several regiments to be ready for marching orders
within sixty days from this date.
This acceptance is with the distinct understanding that ti»js Department will revoke
the connnissions of all oJtiicers who may be found incompetent for the proper discharge of their duties.
You will promptly advise Adjutant-General Thomas the earliest day at which your
regiments will be ready for mustering, and he will issue the necessary instnictions
to muster by companies anil to subsist the men.
Your requisitions for arms and equipments should be made to Quartermaster-General ^leigs and General Ripley, Chief of Bureau of Ordnance, without delay.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thomas A. Scott,
Acting St'cretar)/ of War.
[Military Book, Xo. 45, p. 2:59.]
Hon. John"

S.

—

On August 9, 1861, Mr. Phelps addressed Major-General Fremont,
commanding the Western Department, on the subject of his project as
follows:
"NVashinx.ton City, August

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont,

St.

9.

1S61.

Louis, J/o.

General: I made representation to the President that I was desirous to raise in
southwest 3Iissouri five regiments of infantry and one i-egiment of cavalry to serve in
Missouri, in Arkansas, and the Indian country west of Arkansas, with the distinct
understanding that these troops should be so stationed that on tirst Monday of
November all who were qualitied to vote might vote in State election for State officers and on question of ratifying the acts of the convention.
I desire to organize
these troops as a brigi^de under our State law and shall serve with them. I wish to
command these troops. They will compose a part of your army and I desire your
cordial approval of this movement.
I could not perceive that this arrangement could in the least embarrass. V>ut on the
contrary would aid you. The Home Ciuards, as you are aware, have not a legal organization.
Xot an otKcer of those guards is commissioned. Under our State law I propose the oiHcers of these troops shall be commissioned.
Inclosed you have a copy of the letter of Acting Secretary of War to me.
I have a prospect of olitaining some Enfield ritles. but may l>e disappointed.
I am
waiting for arms, and if I do not get them l>efore I leave fear I will not get them. I
wish to obtain the best arms I can, as the men who I expect will enter the service are
accustomed to the use of tirearms and in a short time can be made good soldiers.
Yours, respectfully,
John S. Phelps.
I shall come to St. Louis as soon as I can, consistent with the object I have in
view.
If General Lyon can maintain his position at Springfield I can raise the troops
in a short time, but if he shall be compelled to retire and the country shall he occupied l)y the enemy, I shall l>e delayed in the raising of troops.
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Will you request Governor Gamble to aid me in this matter? I wrote him yesterday. I have no doubt he will aid me. Will send him a copy of letter of Secretary
of

War

to

me.
Phelps.

[1268. V. S., 1881.]

No further correspondence relative to the proposed organization of
a military force l)v Mr, Phelps has been found of record, but it appears
that he succeeded in organizing- one regiment or battalion of eight
companies, of which he was commissioned colonel b}- the governor of
This regiment, known as Phelps's Regiment, Missouri
the State.
Volunteers, was organized at Rolla, Mo., during the fall of 1861. and
was mustered into the service of the United States for the period of
It was activeh^ engaged against the enemj^, participatsix months.
ing in the battle of Pea Ridge, Ark.
This regiment iias been classed as a cavalry regiment by the adjutantgeneral of Missouri, but there is nothing in the rolls or other records
of the regiment to show that it was mounted.
During the summer of 1861, while the invasion of the State of Missouri by the Confederate General Price was impending, and in preparation for the defense of the State against the expected invasion, it
was found expedient to organize volunteer regiments for service
during the period of twelve months, or to accept them for six months'
service if they could not be procured for the longer term.
It appears that the question of the organization of a number of six
months' regiments was discussed at a personal interview between the
Secretary of War and the govej'nor of Missouri in June, 1861 (Annual
Report Adjutant-General of Missouri, 1864, p. 7), but for some reason
Later, however, on July
the desired authority was not then granted.
18, 1861, the conditions of the State had become so threatening that
Major-General Rosecrans, commanding the Department of the Missouri, telegraphed the Secretary of War suggesting that if additional
troops could not otherwise be procured, authority be given for the
organization of a force of Missouri volunteers for the defense of the
Following is a copy of his telegram:
State.
St. Louis, July IS, 1S64.

Hon. E. M. Stanton:
say matters in north Missouri are very disturbed and threatening.
The
fleeing from the river counties and central part of the State.
malcontent spirits, and uprising of bushwhackers, with threats from the conspiraThe robbery of four towns, and the hanging of nine Union
tors, are ominous of evil.
men in one of them, compelled me to take the First Iowa Cavalry Veterans, on their
way down to [Memphis, to give temporary relief over there. Informing you of these
things, I suggest that we will be obliged to have some other troops here, and if nothing better can be done, the state of things would be best met from our own resources,
by authority from me to accept the services of, say, 5,000 volunteers for the defense of
the State, in companies, to be armed, equipped, and paid by the Government.
W. S. Rosecrans, Major-Grneral.
I regret to

Union men are

[Official

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

I,

Vol.

XLI; Part

II, p. 234.]

To

this

telegram the Secretary of

War

replied:

Washington, D. C, July

IS, 1S64.

Major-General Rosecrans:
Your telegram of this date has been received and submitted to the President for
his directions, which will be communicated to you immediately upon their being
given by him.
Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.
[Ibid., p. 2.35.]
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On July 2'2, 1864, General Rosecrans again invited the attention of
the Secretary of "War to the pressing need of troops in Missouri.
He

said:

Headquarters;,

Louis, Mo., Jnhj JJ. 1864-

St.

Hon. KinviN M. Stantox, Secretary of War:
Wliat I feared and telegraphed you about ha? (.'onie to pass. We are liaving a
very serious rising in north Missouri, and have grave reason to think a powerful
cooperative raid may eoiue from Arkansas. The following rebel otfieer.^ are north
of the river: (xeneral Jackraan, Colonels Thornton, Perkins, White, and Percy. They
are reported at Plattsburg and Kingston with 2,000 men yesterday.
We had only
eiglit companies of ^lissouri State ^lilitia cavalry north of the river when the movement began. I have sent two fractions of regiments of veterans up by the North
^lissouri Kailroad.
You must bear in mind that the stores, depots, arsenal, etc., of
this }ilace are now mainly guarded by raw militia called out for thirty days.
It will
be sutticiently obvious how this stands as a matter of military prudence. I think I
have established some credit for prudence and foresight, and in my judgment I
ought to have some troops from abroad to guanl this depot and the prisons, and
authority to call out and arm volunteers for some definite period
consonance with
law and policv to meet exigencies which mav arise.

"*

*

m

*

^*

*

W.

*

*

RosECRAXs, Major-Gemral.

S.

[Ibid., p. 332.]

And on the following- day. July '2S, 1864. General Rosecrans was
authorized to '* call out and arm for service." fot such period as in his
opinion the exigency might require, "such force of volunteers*" in his
department as might be deemed necessary for ** its security and for the
protection of the depots, prisons, and public property therein." This
authority was given in a letter of which the foUo^ving is an extract:
Washington-, D.

C,

Juhj 23, 1S64.

Major-General Rosecrans:

me

War directs
to inforni you that you are authorized to call out
for service, for such period as in your opinion the exigency may require,
such force of volunteers in your department as may l>e deemed necessary for its
security and for the protection of the depots, prisons, aiid public property therein,
reporting to the Adjutant-General a copy of such call, and making upon the proj^er
bureaus requisitions for arms and supplies. * * * The Secretary further direct
to say that there are not any troops at the disposal of the Department that can he
sent you from abroad, and that if there were any they would be sent.
He dii-ects
that you communicate to Major-General Canby, commanding the division t<i which
your department l)elongs, the military condition and necessity of your dejiartment,
in order that he may render you any aid and supply any force that may be in his
The

Secretary of

and arm

me

power.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
[Ibid., p. 35S.]

Upon the receipt of thi^ authority, and after a conference with the
governor of the State (Annual Report Adjutant-General of Missouri.
1864. p. 11). General Rosecrans issued a general order calling for
••
nine regiments of six and twelve months' volunteers." the regiments
to be recruited for twelve months' service if they could be promptly
raised for that period; otherwise to be accepted for six months.
Following is a copy of the order:
General Orders,
No. 134.

\
j

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
.S/.

Louis, Mo., July 2S, 1S64.

Missoitrians:
I. Rebel ofRcei-s and soldiers from Price's army have l^een sent or permitted to
come among you to recruit, rob, plimder, and murder, as l>est they can, in violation
of the laws of war and of humanity.
Spread over the country, with robbers and
desperadoes from home and abroad, they carry spoliation, terror, and death into dis-
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where peace and quiet should reign undisturbed, and they add to the distress
the people whom they drive to the brush, or compel to abandon their crops and
avocations, and to stand >:uard over their own lives by terrorism
by threatening
them with raids from Shelby and ftlarmaduke, or the invasion of the State by the
tricts

of

—

—

rebel army.

To enable you to cope with small, roving squads of guerrillas, the commanding
general urged you, in General Order 107, to organize, and select trustworthy companies of your citizens, to be armed and empowered to act as Provisional p]nrolled
Militia for local defense, and trusts you will complete the rolls, carefully revise, and
submit them, through the channels prescribed, for his apjiroval, without delay.
But to meet emergencies and outbreaks, like those in north Missouri, and to be
prepared for future threatenetl dangers, without the distressing, expensive, and inconvenient resort to calling out the militia on every occasion, he has received authority
from the War Department to call out such number of volunteers, and for such periods
of service as he may deem necessary.
Under this authority he calls on the gallant and loj'al people of Missouri for nine
regiments of six an(J tvelre months' rohmteers, to be organized and mustered into the
United States service at the following designated points:
Two regiments at Benton Barracks, St. Louis, Mo.

One
One
One
One
One
One
One

regiment
regiment
regiment
regiment
regiment
regiment
regiment

at St. Jose])h, Mo.
at INIacon, IMo.
at

Hannibal, Mo.

at RoUa, ]Mo.
at Pilot Knol),
at Sedalia, 3Io.

Mo.

at Springfield,

]\Io.

In all cases these regiments will lie recruited for twelve months' service when they
can be ])romf tly raised for that period; otherwise they will he accepted for six months.
IL t>rganizations of volunteers by companies, or half companies, whether from
the militia or elsewhere, rejiorting to the district commander, will lie at once accepted,
subject to the L^nited States Mustering Regulations, and on his approval mustered
into the service of the Ignited States h\ the officers assigned for that purpose.
The
ofticers will be commissioned by the governor, on the recommendation of the United
States district commander, with the approval of the general commanding the department.
LII. Field officers of regiments and battalions, on like recommendation and approval,
will be commissioned and mustered in, so soon as their commands have the legal

numbers.
IV. The assistant commissaries of musters of districts are assigned to duty as
mustering-in officers for this organization, and will make their reports in that connection ilirect to Col. E. B. Alexander, U^nited States Army, superintendent volunteer
recruiting service for the State.
V. Volunteers or militia now in service under the recent emergencies have the
thanks of the commanding general for their prompt and patriotic response to the call
of the country in whit'h they have ]ieriled life, serving at their own expense; and
are informed that as far as practicable they nill be mustered in to cover the period
of their actual service as citizens.

VI. The commanding general calls attention to the great importance to all concerned of selecting for officers none but capable, brave, loyal, honest, sober, and
industrious and law-abiding men.
He hopes that every word of this may be fully
Aveighed, assuring them that in his experience most of the demoralization, suffering,
and inefficiency which it has been his lot everywhere to see has arisen from not taking due precaution in the selection of officers. Let soldiers beware especially of gooil,
easy felloirs, who have not the independence and energy of character to command.
Misery, demoralization, and favoritism will be their lot under all such c(jmmanders.
VII. United States district commanders will give strict attention to this, aiding in
the selection, and recommending none without satisfactory evidence of fitness for

command.
A'lII. The

organization of these troops will be under the direction of the adjutantgeneral of the State, and correspondence, rolls, and recommendations for commissions,
approved by the I'nited States district commanders, as has been directed, will be
addressed to Brig. Gen. John B. Gray, adjutant-general, St. Louis, INIo.
IX. District commanders will make the necessary requisitions for arms, clothing,
camp and garrison equipage and subsistence, and supply these volunteers in accordance with general orders and Army Regulations.
The commanding general confidently expects a promjit and cordial response to
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and invokes the efforts of the entire loyal people, uniting with their governor and the department commander to have these troops ready for service in a
very few days.
B}' command of Major-General Rosecrans:

this call,

O. D. Greene, Assistant Adjutant- General.

be observed from the term.s of this order that the officers of
to l)e commissioned h\ the governor of the
State, upon the recommendation of United States district commanders, with the approval of the commanding general of the Department
It will

the

new regiments were

of the Missouri,

On August

1. 1864, General Rosecrans advised the War Departthat he had called for nine regiments of twelve months" volunteers, and would probably call for three more if they could be raised.
Following is a copy of his telegram of that date:

ment

St. Louis,

Col. E. D.

TowNsExn,

Mo., August

1,

1SG4.

Assistant Adjutant-General:

have already called for nine regiments of twelve months' volunteer infantry, and
probably call for three more if they can be raised. With these we shall be able to
organize the Missouri State ?.Iilitia now in service and enforce the draft.
I

will

W.

S.

RosECRAN.s, Major-General.

[Ibid., p. 504.]

On the 9th of August a general order was issued from State headquarters concerning the details of organization and announcing the
designations of the regiments to be formed. This order reads as
follows:

General Orders,

^
V

No.

30.

Inasmuch

Headquarters State of Missouri,
Ad.tutant-Gener.'Vl's Office,
St.

j

Louis, August

9,

1864.

many

inquiries are daily being made regarding the details of the
organization of the regiments which are proposed to be raised in this State, under
General Orders, No. 134, current series, headquarters Department of the ^Missouri,
the following announcement is made for the information of all concerned:
I.

as

^

The above-named regiments will be organized and mustered into service as
infantry regiments, and upon the authorized infantry basis. Xo cavalry regiments
First.

are permitted to be raised, and no authorization to raise regiments, or parts of regiments, for that arm of the service, can, therefore, be made. This restriction will
not, however, prevent the general commanding the department from mounting such
portion of the force as he may deem necessary for scouting purposes, etc. and as the
pay and emoluments of the cavalry and the infantry soldier are made alike by the
late act of Congress, no oljjection to enlistments in this respect can be offered.
Second. Regiments or companies will be accepted for either six or twelve months
from date of muster. The latter term is, however, to be preferred, inasmuch as
each person so enlisting will be credited to the quota of his locality ujion the
approaching draft, and will receive from the United States a bounty of !?iOO for such
enlistment, in addition to any local bounty that maybe offered.
On the other hand,
six-months' men receive no bounty: can not l)e credited to the quotas of their respective localities, although they will be indivi<lnally exempt from draft while they are
in the United States service, if such exemption is duly claimed.
Third. The following regimental organizations have been decided upon, together
with their commanding othrers and places of rendezvous; and their recruitment and
formation will l)e governed by existing orders and regulations controlling the United
States recruiting service:
The Thirty-ninth Regiment Missouri Volunteers, Col. E. A. Kutzner, to rendez;

vouz

at

The
vous

Hannibal, Mo.
Fortieth

Regiment

^Missouri \'olunteers, Col.

Samuel A. Holmes,

to rendez-

at St. Louis, 3Io.

The Forty-first
at St. Louis, Mo.

Regiment Missouri Volunteers,

Col. J.

Weydemeyer,

The Forty-second Regiment Missouri ^'ohmteers, Col. R.
vous at Macon City, Mo.

J.

to rendezvous

Eberman,

to rendez-
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The Forty-third Regiment Missouri Vohmteers,

Col. Chester Harding, jr., to renJoseph, Mo.
The Forty-fourth I^egiment Missouri Vohmteers, Col. R. C. Bradshaw, to rendezvous at St. Joseph, itio.
The Forty-tifth Regiment jMissouri Volunteers, Col. T. A. Switzler, to rendezvous

dezvous at

St.

at Warrensburg,

Mo.

The Forty-sixth Regiment Missouri Volunteers,
Springfield,

Col. S.

H. Boyd,

to

rendezvous at

Mo.

The Forty-seventh Regiment Missouri Volunteers, Col. T. C. Fletcher, to rendezvous at Pilot Knob, Mo.
The Forty-eighth Regiment Missouri Volunteers, Col. W. H. Blodgett, to rendezvous at Rolla, Mo.
The Forty-ninth Regiment Missouri Volunteers, Col. D. P. Dyer, to rendezvous at
Warrenton, Mo.

By

order of the

Commander

in Chief:

John
[Annual Report Adjutant-General

B. Gray, Adjutant- General.

of Missouri, 1864, p. 12.]

The people of the State responded promptl}^, and the nine regiments
called for, besides the Fiftieth Regiment, which was also authorized,
were speedil}^ organized and placed in the Held, participating in the
defense of the State against invasion, and some of them were subsequently sent to distant tields of service outside of the State of Missouri.
Four of the regiments (the Fortieth, Forty-first, Forty-third, and
Fortv-ninth) were mustered into service for twelve months, six (the
Thirty-xiinth, Forty-second, Forty -fourth, Forty-fifth, Forty-eighth,
and I'iftieth regiments) were mustered in for diflerent periods of
service, six and twelve months, and two (the Fort.y-sixth and Fort}^seventh regiments) were accepted for the period of six months.
As the terms of service of the six-months' men approached completion the adjutant-general of the State applied to the War Department
for authority for their reenlistment for another term of six months,
dating from their original enlistments, thus entitling the men to the
Government bounty and giving th§ State credit for their services as
twelve months' men, no credit being allowed on the quota of the State
Following is a cop}' of the letter of the
for six months' enlistments.
adjutant-general on this subject:
HEADCil'ARTERS StATE OF MISSOURI,
Adjutant-General's Office,
»S'^. Louis, January 17, 1865.
Stanton, Secretary of War.
Sir: Applications are being made to this office to allow the men who enlisted for
six months under General Orders, No. 13-i, from headquarters Department of the
Missouri, dated July 28, 1864, to reenlist for six months and be considered t\yejve
months' ,men, dating from their first enlistment, allowing them bounty and giving
the State credit for them as twelve months' men. The term of service of the six
months' men organized under the above order will expire during the next three
months. They did good service in this State during the recent invasion by General
Four of the regiments are now in the army of General Thomas in Tennessee.
Price.
I respectfully ask that an order be made permitting them to reenlist for six months
longer, giving them bounty and crediting the State with them from the date of their

Hon. E.

first

INI.

enlistment.
I

am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Samuel

P. Simpson,
Adjutant- General.

[Official

Records

of the

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series III, Vol. IV, p. 1058.}

It was evidently a matter of considerable interest to the State that
this request should be granted, in view of the impending draft under

the President's call of

December

19, 18G4, for

300,000 men, but the
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request was not favoralily considered b}' the War Department, as
evidenced hy the following from the Provost-^SIarshal-General:
AVA8HIXGT0X, D. C, January 27, 1865.
Adjutant-General of Missouri, St. Louis, Mo.:
It is not deemed expedient to authorize the six months' men to reenUst for sis
months longer, as requested in your letter of January 17.
James B. Fry, Prorost-Marshal-General.
[Ibid., p. 1086.]

It will be seen from the foregoing- that, including Phelps's regiment,
organized in 1S61. eleven regiments of six or twelve months" volunteers
were organized in the State of Missouri during the civil war. Their
status was that of volunteers in the military service of the United

States.

ONE, TWO, OR THREE YEARS' VOLUNTEERS.

On Decem1)er 10, 1864, the President issued a proclamation calling'
for 30U,0()O volunteers to serve for one, two, or three years, the quota
of the State of Missouri being 13,984. (Official Records of the Union
and Confederate Armies, Series III, Vol. IV, p. 1002.)
To meet this reciuisition several propositions were made by the State
The adjutant-general of the State, in a personal interview
authorities.
with the Secretary of War, offered, verbally, a plan for the reorganization of the old cavalry regimentsof Missouri Volunteers by their recruitment from the Missouri State Militia. Returning from Washington
to St. Louis he niade his proposition in the form of a letter, dated
December 24, 1864, of which the following is a copy:
Headquarters State of Missouri,
Adjutant-General's Office,
<S'/.

Louis, December £4, 1S64-

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secreturi/ of

When

War, Washington,

I).

C.

last week, and offered verbally a plan for
the reorganization of the old cavalry regiments of Missouri Volunteers by a system
of recruiting out of the Missouri State Militia force, you expressed your unwillingness to issue any order in the premises until the present department commander.
Gen. G. M. Dodge, could be consulted and his views ascertained. In accordance with
your decision, therefore, I will offer in writing the plan I was instructed by his
excellency the governor to propose, and in^•ite your attention to such indorsement
as General Dodge may make upon this communication:
First. The term of service ()f the peculiar force known as the Missouri State Militia
commences to expire during the present month, and (with exception of a small proportion of recruits who have been enlisted at various times since its organization) it
Its aggregate strength,
will all be mustered out of service during the next six months.
One
as shown by the last returns received, is in the neighborhood of 8,000 men.
regiment of veterans, the Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, has already been
raised out of it; another has been commenced the Fourteenth Cavalry and will, I
have reasons to believe, be speedily completed, 250 men being already at the rendezvous as a nucleus. Say 1,000 men will be required to till up the latter regiment; we
have then an aggregate of about 7,000 left in the force, which can be made available
toward tilling up our old cavalry regiments of volunteers.
Second. The regiments of Missouri cavalry volunteers whose term of service as
regiments has expired, or is about to expire, are stationed and composed as follows:
First Regiment Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, Little Rock, Ark, say 600 men.
Third Regiment Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, Little Rock, Ark., say 500 men.
Fourth Regiment Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, Memjjhis, Tenn, say 450 men.
Sixth Regiment Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, Baton Rouge, La., say 500 men.
Seventh Regiment ^lissouri Cavalry V^olunteers, Little Rock, Ark., say 550 men.
It is proposed that these regiments Ite ordered into the State of ilissouri for purposes of reorganization and recruitment out of the Missouri State Militia force, and
that an equal number of volunteers, now in the State, be sent to replace them.
These regiments are mostly dismounted at the present time, while those which can
be sent to replace them have a good mount.
By a judicious selection of officers out of the Missouri State Militia, who shall be
given positions in these regiments (as there are plenty of vacancies both of field and
company), in accordance with the nund)er of men they recruit.

Sir:

I

saw you

in

Washington

—

—
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the grantiuj; of a furlough of twentj' days, say, for each

man

wlio reeiiHsts for

two years, and of thirty ilays for three years' enhstnients, as an additional inducement to tiie ordinary bounties, it is believed that the five regiments above named
with veteran soldiers in time for the spring campaign.
fully impressed that the result can not l)e accomplished 1)v sending recruitThe regiments themselves must be
ing i>artics to the State from these regiments.

can be
I

tilled

am

It is natural
sent luTc and stationed among the Missouri State Mihtia regiments.
that the men sliould wish, in many instances, to enlist under their old othcers, and
it will l>e ditlli'ult to procure tlieir enlistment upon mere ])romises that they shall be
Again, the most favorable results would be aci-omplished by permitting
appointed.
the two forces to serve together for a while; acquaintances would be formed by actual
association, which would go far toward encouraging the desired reenlistments.
When the Missouri State INIilitia force goes out of service, the commander of the
Dejiartment of the Missouri nmst undoubteiliy call for other troops to fill their places,
perhaps at the very time when they can not lie spared from other sections; but if
this plan is consununated he will have a veteran force worth twice its nund)er iji
raw troops. It is of the utmost importance that there should be no delay experienced,
provided you are willing to adopt the plan, inasmuch as the nearer the approach of
the expiration of eai-h man's term of service the more difficult will it be to procure
his enlistment.
I am instructed to ask also that recruiting parties maj'' be sent from the First and
Second iNIissouri Artillery among the INIissouri State Militia at the same time, inasmuch as several of the batteries of the former and one of the latter are greatly
depleted, and in some instances have not enough men to work a section properly.
I earnestly hoi>e that an order may issue in accordance with this jiroposition imme<liately.
It is proper for me to add that I have writterj» to General Fry ujwn this
same subject at length in order to ha\e his views expressed regarding it as a recruiting measure.
I have the honor to remain.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John" B. Gr.\y, Adjutant-General.

[Otiicial

Records

of the

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series III, Vol. IV, p.

1011.]

This proposition was declined bv the
dated January 16, 1S<)5, as follows:

War

Department

in a letter,

»

W.\R DeP.VRTMENT, ADJrT.\NT-GENER.\L'S OfFICE,
Wasliington, January 16, 1865.
Ad.tutant-Gexerai, of Missouri, Saint Lorm, Mo.:
I am directed to inform you that the plan submitted in your letter of the 24th
ultimo for reorganizing the old cavalry regiments of Missouri by recruitment from
the Missouri State Militia is not approved l)y the War Department.
Thom.vs M. Vixcext, Assbtant Adjutant- General.
[Ibid., p. 1057.]

On January 11. 1865, a proposition was made bj'^ the o-oyernor of the
State that he be authorized to raise six regiments of yolunteer cavalry
This proposition was embodied
for seryice in the State of Missouri.
in a letter to Major-General Dodge, conuuanding the Department of
the Missouri, of which the following is a copy:
Executive Departmext,
January 11, 1865.

City of Jefferson,

Cien. G. ]M. Dodge.
Gexer.vl: Another draft is coming; our Stati' will be depopulated unless something
Since the enrollment thousands of men are gone into rebel
is done to prevent it.
army, and as many more left the State. The loyal men, who have braved everything to stay in ]\lis"souri, Avill all be drafted, and all peaceful avocation be completely
abandoned. Can not something be done to save us?
1 i^ropose to raise six regiments of cavalry. United States Volunteers, for service in
the State during time troops may be necessary here. The ten regiments, Missouri
State Militia, are going out of service; will all be out l)y .Vpril next.
If the Department will permit us at once to organize the six regiments, we can get
volunteers to fill them, proviiled we have permission to recruit out of any Missouri
regiment whose term of service expires within, say, nine months. Let the term of
service of the new regiments be two or three years.
INIaj.

:
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confident of being: able to raise the regiments if usual bounties are allowed.
this proposition, will you indorse and forward it to Secretary

vou concur in

War?
Very

respectfully,

your obedient servant,
Thos. C. Fletcher.

Will send you copy of military
[M. 209, V. S., 1865.]

This letter was indorsed

bill in

b}-

a day or two; have adopted your suggestions.

General Dodge as follows:

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St.

Louis,

January

14, 1865.

Respectfully forwarded to the War Department. I am satisfied that the successful
way to obtain the quota of this State is to allow Governor Fletcher to raise new regiments. We can hold the Missouri State Militia, or a great portion of it, if this is
will have to obtain troops to replace the Jklissouri State Militia; their
done.
time expiies about the time we may expect trouble in the State. 1 am doing all I
can to have them reenlist, but it is an uphill business, as they are placed on a different footing as to bounties from other troops. I urgently request that the War Department take some action in this matter.
G. M. Dodge,
Major- General, Com manding.

We

The authority requested by the governor was denied in a telegram
from the War Department, dated January 24, 1865, in which, however, the governor was advised that if he desired to raise new regiments of volunteer infantry for general service, without conditions as
to enlistments from the Missouri State Militia, the necessary authority
would be given. Following is a copy of the War Department telegram

War
Provost-MarsJial-General's

Office,

Department,
January 24, 1865.

Governor of Missouri, Jefferson City, Mo.:
Your letter of 11th instant to General Dodge proposing

to raise six regiments of
volunteer cavalry has been forwarded to this Department. Authority for additional
cavalry can not be granted, as new regiments of that arm are not needed, but if you
desire to raise new regiments of volunteer infantry for general service, and without
conditions as to recruitment from the Missouri State Militia, please inform me, and
authority, say for six new regiments, will be promptly sent you.
James B. Fry,

Provost-Marshal- General.
[Official

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

III, Vol.

IV, p.

1075.]

Following the proposition of January 11, the adjutant-general of
the State, under date of January IT, 1865, requested authority to
reenlist the six months' men whose terms of service were expiring for
an additional term of six months, dating from their original enlistments, thus securing to the State credits for twelve months' service.
This proposition, which, with the reply of the War Department, is
quoted in full in the preceding chapter, was also declined.
On the 29th of January, 1865, a new proposal was made. This was
that regiments be organized for twelve months' service in the State of
Missouri, the proportions of infantry and cavalry to be determined by
the commanding general of the Department of the Missouri. This new
proposition was embodied in a letter (or possibly a telegram) to the
Secretary of War, of which the following is a cop3"
Executive Department,
Mo. January 29, 1865.

Jefferson City,

,

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War, United States.
Sir: I

have the honor to submit that the condition of

making and the United

INIissouri justifies

States in accepting the following proposition:

That

me

in

I will
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out and or<rani/e for twelve inonthH' service in the State of [Missouri the number
of men embraceil in the quota of the State, under the recent call of the President,
in such proportions of infantry and cavalry as tlie conimandin>r general of this
dei)artment may direct, they to be acceptetl in satisfaction of the cpiota of the State.
call

1

am, very

ri'siiectfully,

your obedient servant,
Tmos. C. Fletchek,
(Ujrcmor of Misxouri.

[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol.

XLVIII,

Part

I,

)).

(wS.]

On

the same dato another coniinuiiicatlon enibodyiiio- tlie same proposition in another form was addressed to the Secretary of War, as
follows:
Executive Dei'ahtment,
Jcjf'crson City,

Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Sen-c(arii of

Mn.,

./(tiuuirij

,.^9,

1865.

Wur.

propose to raise a force equal in number to the quota of the State under call
19, 1864 (13,984 men), for, say, one year for service in the State, while
troops are necessary in this department, in such proportion of infantry and cavalry
as the major-general commaiuling may direct, such force to be credite<l to our quota
Sir:

of

I

December

under said call.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Tiio.MAs C. Fletcher,
(joveraor of Missouri.
[Ibid., Series III, Vol. IV, p. 1090.]

The
eral,

letter last (|uoted

was inclosed

in

one t»,the oommanding gen-

DepartnuMit of the Missouri, of which the following

i.s

a copy:

Executive ^Mansion,
Ji'Jfcrw)!

^laj.

Gen. G. M.

('it>/,

Mo., .Idniiitni SO, 1865.

Doixii:,

Comviaiiding Department of the }[i>>muri.
I have the honor herewith to inclose a proi)Osition to Secretary of War
for organizing a force of say 14,000 men, for service in Missouri for twelve months, in
such proportion of infantry and cavalry as you may direct, to be credited the State on

General:

quota under

call of

Decemlicr

19, 18(54.

You are aware of our condition, and api>reciate the hardships of a draft for 13,984
men out of a i>opulation worn down with militia duty as ours. The injustice of requiring us to fui-nisli men to the United States service while we are compelled to keep so
large a number of our people constantly in service as militia, is so ai){>arent that it
needs only to be understooil to be acknowledged. Your department has been wellnigh stripped of effective force, the new regiments raised for service in the State are
all gone, the Missouri State INIilitia is rapidly l)eing mustered out; it is necessary now
to keep in active service a large number of men organized under (ieneral Orders,
No. 107, as well as other luirolled .Alissouri ]MiHtia, for none of which do we get any
We will be compelled to keep, say, 14,000 militia in active service, and if
credits.
we furnish 14,000 on our (juota under recent call, the effect is to make us furnish
double the number we should l)e reciuired to furnish, and tiie jjcople of the. State
I know you fully understand the condition
preventetl from cultivating their farms.
AVill you
of the State and the justice of what I have asked of the War Department.
please indorse and forward accompanying letter? I have forwarded copy to delegation in (\)ngress.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thomas

C. Fletcher,

Gocernor of Missouri.

[Annual Report Adjutant-General

of Missouri, 1865, p. 5.]

No reply to this last proposition has been discovered, but it is stated
by the adjutant-general of the State (Annual Keport, 1805. p. 0) that
'the Secretary of War declined to a|)prove the plan on the ground
that the service contemplated was conditional, and an (\\ception would
therefore l)e made in favor of ]\Iissouri." However, without waiting
for this I'eply, the governor, on the 30th of January, ai'cepted the
proposal of the War Department that he should raise new regiments
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His acceptance of the

of volunteer iiifuntiT for uiicoiidltioiuil service.
War Department plan was as follows:

HEADCiUARTERS StATE OF MiSSOrRI,
Adjutant-General's Office,
>S(. Louis, Jimnary SO, 1865.
Gen. James B. Fry,
Proroxt-Murshal-GcnerdI,

]\'(tslungtoii, J).

C:

Please give me authority to raise six regiments of infantry for twelve months'
service, as indicated in your telegram of the 24th instant.

Thomas

C.

Fletcher, Governor of Missouri.

Recordsof the Union and Confederate Annies, Series

[Official

III, Vol. IV, p. 1091.]

The authority requested by Governor Fletcher was
granted

in a

telegram of which the following

is

ininiediately

a copy:

War Department,
Provost-Marshal-General's Office,
January

Governor of Missouri, St. Louis, Mo.:
Yon are authorized by the Secret ry
infantry under the call of December 19,

of

War

18()4.

to raise six

SO, 1865.

regiments of volunteer

The period of service will be for one,
The said troops should be mustered

two, or three years, as the recruits may elect.
into service by February 15 next, in order that they may be credited on the quota
of the State under the call before the draft commences.
Incomplete regiments which fail to organize within a reasonal)le time will be consolidated, so as to form and be mustered in with complete regimental organization.
The recruitment, organization, and nnisters must conform to existing regulations.
The regiments will be for general service wherever reiiuired. In raising them no
enlistments from the Missoui-i State Militia or other troops already in the service of
tlie United States will be sanctioned.
James B. Fry, Provost-Marshal-General.
[Ibid., p. 1092.]

Llnder this aiithority recruiting was l)egun for six regiments, the
Fifty-tirst to the Fifty-sixth, inclusive, and continued until the general

suspension of recruiting for the volunteer armies, when instructions
for the consolidation of the incomplete regiments were issued by
the War Department as follows:
Washington, D. C, April
Governor Thomas

14, 1865.

C. Fletcher, Jefferson City, Mo.:

Recruiting has been stopped, and therefore the men enlisted for your new regiments should be consolidated immediately into as many complete regiments as numbers will form.

Thomas M. Vincent,

AssistaftU

Adjutant-General.

[Ibid., p. 1270,]

The result of these instructions, and of the efforts made for the formation of six regiments of Missouri Volunteer Infantry foi' one, two,
or three years' service, was the organization of one regiment, the Fiftyfirst, wliich was mustered into service for the period of twelve months.
Hostilities having ceased, this regiment rendered no active service, but
was employed upon guard and escort duty in St. Louis until its muster out of service, August 31, 1865.
It is evident from the meager results of this last effort to organize
volunteer regiments in Missouri that in that State, as well as in other
States of the Ll^nion, the eagerness manifested in the early days of the
war to enter the military service of the United States had, in the closing months of hostilities, l)ecome material U' relaxed, a condition dou))tless due to four years' experience of the dangers and hardships of war.
S.

Doc. 412
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On May

31, 1861, Brig. Gen.'Nathaniel Lyon, United States Volunteers,' relieved Brig-adier-Generel Harney of the command of the

Department of the West, and on the 11th of June he was authorized
by the War Department to enlist in the service of the United States
such loyal citizens of the State of Missouri as he might think proper,
to be armed b}^ the United States, but not to be paid except when
called into active service by the War Department.
This authority
was granted in a letter of which the following is an extract:

War Department, Washington, June 11, 1861.
General Lyon:
You are authorized to enlist in the service of the United States such loyal citizei
the State of Missouri as you think proper, who shall not receive j)ay except whe
called into active service by this Department.
Five thousand additional stand
arms have been ordered to he forwarded to you for distribution among them.

yof

*******

i

Simon Cameron, Secretary of War.

[Official

The

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

quoted above

I,

Vol. Ill,

j).

384

the authority for the organization of th
Missouri Home Guards of 1861. The records relative to their orgai
ization and service, and even with regard to the authority granted t
individuals for the formation of companies and regiments, and th
specific conditions of service, are very meager.
It appears, howeve]
that some such organizations had an existence even before Genen
Lyon was authorized to make enlistments for local service; that sue
organizations were su])sequently recognized and armed b}- Gener;
Lyon and his successor, Major-General Fremont; that by these officer:
and their subordinate commanders, numerous individuals were autho:
ized to enroll companies and regiments of Home Guards, and that sue
guards rendered valuable service to the Government. Some of thei
were organized and armed for the purpose of protecting their ow
homes and neighborhoods, not receiving or expecting to receive con
pensation therefor, while others were enrolled for more active servic
for which they were assured they would have a valid claim for pa^
Concerning these irregular organizations. General Chester Harding, jr
adjutant-general of the State of Missouri, said in an official repor^
dated January 1, 1862:
letter

is

*******

,

Ad.ii'tant-General's Office,
St.

Louis, January

1,

1862.

His Excellency Governor H. R. Gamble:

In June, 1861, the Government of the United States sent to the arsenal for distribution among the loyal inhabitants of Missouri 10,000 stand of arms and sets of
accouterments. These were placed in the hands of the so-called Home Guards in
146
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No accurate account can be given of the Home Guards.
different parts of the State.
To the great majority of them these arms and accouterments were given for the
purpose of enabling them to protect their own homes and neighborhoods. They
expected neither pay nor subsistence from the Government, and made no reports to
Thej' have been of great service to the State and to the Union
its authorities.
cause, and have exhibited much gallantry when brought in contact with the enemy.
Besides those armed by the United States, there were probably enough more in the
Home (4uard organization who furnished their own arms to make the whole number
There was a class of Home Guards, however, which
in the State upward of 15,000.
should properly be considered a part of our volunteer force. These troops were
raised under the following circumstances: For a long time Missouri was not permitted to place in the field all men who desired to serve as volunteers for the war.
Until late in the summer the State was limited as to the number of regiments that
would be accepted, and there was no authority to accept cavalry or artillery.
Brigadier-General Lyon, then in charge of this department, desiring to make his
entire volunteer force available, enrolled some battalions and companies of
Guards for three months' service and placed them in charge of a part of our lines of
communication. These troops were ordered upon duty as soon as organized, and
were kept in active service constantlj^ until their time of enlistment expired.
The following is an approximate estimate
complete list of them can not be given.
of their number:

Home

A

Potosi Home Guards
De Soto Home Guards

Carondelet

Home

50
102
103
350
400
400
300
200
304

Guards

Inks's Battalion
Owens's Battalion
lUndhausen's Battalion
M Charles Battalion
ifferson City Battalion
annibal Battalion
.

Total

2,

209

These troops, although they were necessarily stationed where they were most
posed td the malarious fevers of the country during the summer and fall without
•equate sui>plies, and although in faithfully performing an important duty they
ive- been more than decimated by diseases, are yet unrecognized and unpaid by the
avernment.
*

*
I

am,

sir,

*

.

*

*

*

*

very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHE.STER Haeding, Jr., Adjukint-General.

[Ibid., Series III, Vol.

The author

I,

pp. 794-796.]

from which the above quotation is made
speak with reference to the Missouri Home
uards of 1861, having- been himself an assistant adjutant-general on
;e stati' of General Lyon and fully conversant with the whole subject.
The question of the payment of the Home Guards was early brought
the attention of Major-General Fremont, and in a letter from his
;sistant adjutant-general, dated September 7, 1861, it was stated:
The general commanding does not intend to make any decisioh in the case, it
of the report

as well qualified to

'

ver having been his intention to order the payment of the
8, Western Department, pp. 498, 499.]

Home

Guards.

[Book No.

A

few

daj'S later,

on September

12, 1861,

another correspondent

"vas advised:

General Fremont has decided not to order the Home Guards to be mustered at all,
either for pay or out of service, as they were never mustered in.
They are to seek
relief through Congress, as it was understood between them and General Lyon that
thev expected nothing but arms and subsistence.
[ibid, p. 509.]

On October 25, 1861, the Adjutant-General of the Army addressed
the Paj^master-General, cautioning him against the payment of Home

:
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Uiuirds aiul other troops oroaiiizod in the vicinity of St. Louis "for
duty only in limited localities or upon certain contino-encies." His
letter

is

as follows:

A

I ).I

I'TA NT-G ENERA l' S

OpFICE,

Washln/jton, Octol^er 25, 1S(U.

JVw.mastek-Genkuai,, WnshiiKjIon,

I).

C.

Sik: Iiiforinatioii haviiiii^ lu'cii ivct'ived tliat bodies of troops aro hciiiij formed in
and about St. Louis, Rio., whicb, under tlie names of
(iuards," "Reserve
(orps," and other apiieliations, are beinj^ nuistered into tlie servit-e of tiie United
States for duty only in limiteil localities or upon certain contintrencies, you are hereby
cautioned that such oruanizations are entirely witliout authority, and no ])ayments

"Home

made

them

to
I

am,

be sanctioned by the Government.
very respectfully, your obedient servant,

will

sir,

L.

[Letters Sent, A.

<;. ().,

Thomas,

AiViiitiDd-ilcHcral.

Vol. :W, p. 468.]

It is probable that this letter was intended to uppl,y especially to the
Reserve Corps retj'ihients which were at the time in process of oro^ani-

zation at St. Louis.

On November}*, ISbl, Major-(Ten(M-al llalleck was assiy-ned to the
connnand of the newly created r)(^])artment of the Missouri. In his
instructions from Major-Cieneral McCh^llan, conunandino' the Army of
the United States, he was re([uired to examine^mto th(^ legality of the
organization of the troops servino- in tlu> dei)artment, and Avhen he
foiuui any illeo-al, unusual, or improper oro-anization. to g-ive to the
oflicers and men an oj)portunity to enter the legal military establishment under the general laws and the orders of the War Department.
(Ollicial Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol.
HI, p. ^(kS.)
On December '2, 1861, General Halleck was address(>d by the War
DepartiuiMit as follows:
Ad.ictant-Geneuai.'s Ofkr'e,
Washhujton, J>ccc)iihcr 2, 1S61.

Commanding Ofkickk ok tui'; DKi'Ain'MKM' of iNIjssouri.
Siu: The Secretary of War directs that such of the Llome Guards or Reserve Cori>s
of INIissouri as have done active service in INIissouri away from their homes be paid
for the iHM-iod thus served in the same manner as other volunteer rejiiments of their
respt'ctive arms.
You will take such further action in regard to these troops as
interest of the service may demand.
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L.
[Ollicial

the

TnoMAs, Adjutant-General.

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

III, Vol. I, p. 709.]

This letter was based upon correspondence of which the following
is

a cop3'

Washington, November

16, 1S61.

(ien. L. TnoMAij, Adjutant-dcncral United States Arnuj.

have been requested to state, for the information of the Department, the
Reserve Corps and Home (luards in the State of Missouri. I was
assistant adjutant-u:eneral upon the staff of (ieneral Lyon at the time of the formation
of these corps, and am ac(]uainted with the whole subject. General Lyon authorized
Sni:

I

facts relative to the

parties resi(iin5i; in different parts of the Stiite to organize as Home Cniards for their
own jirotection and the preservation of peace in their respective neighborhoods.
These w(>re armed by the United States upon proof of their organization being furnislie«L
They were also su]>plied with ammunition, but were not to receive rations,
clothing, or ))ay.
(iem-ral Lyon also authorized Col. J. W. Owens, ]Maj. William C.
Inks. Caj>tain Nagel, and Captain Cook to raise conunands corresponding with their
titles, for three months' term, for the purpose of guarding the railroad lines, witli
the assurance that services which they might render the (lovernment would constitute a valid claim for pav, and that he would use his influence and authority
to liavi' this clain\ recognized.
INIaj. Josiah Hunt was authorized to raise a battalion
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footinj; as had been the basis of the St. Louis United States Reserve
Corps, viz, that actual service was to be paid for. Kach of the officers a])ove named
They were armed, eriuipped, and furnished with
raised their respective coimnand.
camp and garrison e(juii)a<ie as fast as possible. Clothin<f was not to be had for
troops in tlie field, and of course the Home (niards <,'ot none. They were all ordered
upon duty. Colonel Owens's regiment guarded the Pacific Railroad on the Southwest Branch and on a portion of the main line. Major Inks's battalion guarded the
line from Franklin to St. Louis; Captain Nagel's company (from Carondelet) guarded
the Iron Mountain Railroad from St. Louis to and including the Meramec bridge;
Captain ('ook's company (from De Soto) guarded ancjther important portion of the
same line. Major Hunt was at Hannibal protecting the railroad property there and
(then Maj.) E. Pea1)ody's
I omitted to mention Col.
for some distance west.
Reserve Corps at St. Josei)h. It was organized upon similar authority to that
Major
From
of
the
enrollment
of Colonel Owens's, .Alajor
given to
Hunt.
the time
Inks's, Captains Nagel's and Cook's connnands to the expiiafion of their three
months, and longer, these troops were on constant active duty and duty of the most
disagreeable natin-e. To give an instance: Captain Maui)in, of Wwens's regiment,
witii a fine comiiany of about ninety men, was ordered to guard the second crossing
of the Meramec River, on the Southwest Branch.
AVhen he wag relieved he had but
twenty men fit for duty. The rest were disabled by fever and ague and other disThat Colonel Peabody's and Major Hunt's commands
eases incident to that service.
performed arduous duty also I know, but can not state how nuich, as they were
])laced under tile immcdiati' control of tlu; commanding officer on the line of the
llannii)al and St. Joseph Railroad, and did not report to CJeueral Lyon.
The United
States Reserve Coi-ps of St. Louis (five full regiments) have been paid for tern^ of
their enlistment, and the others, in my opinion, are justly entitled to their pay.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your ol)edient servant,

upon the same

Chester Haroino,
Colonel Tenth

Mmonri

Jr.,

Volunteer!^.

[First in(Sorsement.]

Adjutant-General's Office, November

19, 1861.

Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War, with the recommendation that such
of the Home (luards or Reserve Cori)S of Missouri as have done active service be paid
in the same manner as other volunteer regiments.
L. Tno.MAs, Adjutant-General.
[Second indorsomeiit.]

War

Department, November

25, 1S61.

Approved, as recommended,

Thomas A.

Scott,

Ad im/ Secretary of

War.

[Ibid., pp. 6.51, 652.]

With

a view to the reoro-anization of the forco.s of his department in

accordance with instructions, (ionoral Ilallock issued (ieneral Oi'ders,
No. U, of 1861:
General Orders, \
No.

14.

i

Headcjuarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Lonl% December 4, 1861.

With a view to the systematic organization of the forces of this department, all
connnanders of regiments, batteries, troops, and companies, raised under authorizations from any source whatever, now in the service of the United States in this department, will forward certitied copies of their "muster-in rolls," including those of the
field and staff, as \\A\ as those of companies, to these headcpiai'ters.
The I'olls will
be accomi>anieil by a letter of advice, stating the present station of the force, giving
the town and comity, also whether the officers are commissioned, and by whom.
These rolls will be forwarded through the connnanders of districts, divisions, brigades, or posts, who will see that it is done as promptly as possible.
Where there are
cor]is or detachments which have not been nnistered, but have been in service, the
connnanding officer will make affidavit before an officer authorized to administer
oaths, that the rolls are correct, and that the men and officers on the rolls thus
autlienticated have been in service for the i)eriod set opposite their respective names,
which affidavit will be forwarded with the rolls.
The ol)ject of this order being to have commissions furnished to those officers who
are without them, and the troops mustered, so that they can be paid and supplied
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with clothinj? ami siil)wiHten(!e, in accordance with law and regnlations, the interests
of the Hcirvicc as well as thdse of men and officers prompt the ntmost diligence in
They will he addresse(l to the assistant adjutant-<2;eneral
coniplyini,' wilh this order.
at these headquarters, marked on tiie envelope "IMuster-in rolls."
By order of Major-(Jeneral llaiK'ck:
J. ('. KiDi/roN,
AssiKtiiiil . (Ijnldvt-Genernl.
I

Oil December 1), istii, the Wiir Depiiiliuent Icttei' of October 25,
1861, (juoted in this paper, haviii"* been brought to his notice, the
coniniandino- general issued the following:
(.lENEli.VL

No.
1.

The

OkDKRS,

HKAnQUAKTKHS

\

21.

i

Ol'" TIIE IMlSSOCKI,
Louis, Ikreiiibcr 9, ISni.

)K1'.VKTM1':NT
»S7.

I

foliowiii.u; letter haviiiL,'

t'omniandinv; this de|uirtinent,

been hrou^dit

is [)iil)lishcd

to
for the

the notice of the Major-General
information of all concerned, viz:

" Ai).iutant-Genekai-'s Office,
" Wash'mglou, October ^5, ISHl.

"The Tavm ASTEK-(Ji'rS'KKA

I.,

W'itshiiif/toii,

/>.

C:

"Hik: Information having l)een received tliat bodies of troops are being formed in
andabontSt. Lonis, Mo., which, under the nauu' of IlomeCiuards, Reserve Corps, and
other appellations, are being mustered into the service of the Ignited States for duty
only in limited localities, or upon certain contingencies, you are hereby cautioned
that such organizations are entirely without authority, and that no i)aynients made
to them will be sanctioned by the Ciovernmeiit.
•
" 1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
" L. Thomas, Adjiitdni-GniPral.'"
Officers appointed from these headciuarters to muster troops are authorized to
muster or remuster into the service of the United States all such bodies of troops,
for three years or during the war, unless sooner discharged, as directed l>y the act
of Congn'ss on the subject, jirovided their plan of organization conforms to the orders
of the War Department, including in the muster or remuster so made the i)eriod
during which tlu' Ixxlies of troops above referred to have been in actual service.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

By

order of

I\lajor-(u'iieral

llalleck:

J.

('.

Kei/i'on,

AnKiKliDit Adj>itii7it-(u')i('ritl.

Reporting to the Adjutant-Oeneral of the Army,

December

i;-},

iin(hM-

date of

1801, Cieneral llalleck said:
IIeadquaktehs Dki'aktmknt ok the Missouri,
St.

Brig.

(ieii.

L.

Ailjiihiiil-dniirtil of

*

-X

Luiih, Jtrremhcr IS, 1S61.

Tmomas,
llir

Arui/i,

Woxlihujloii Cl/i/:

*

•)(•

*

*

*

The "Home (iuards"

are not a regular organization; some have been mustered in
with the reservation of serving only in this State, while others, although long in
I have offered them the option to l)e
service, have never been mustered at all.
mustered in aercording to law, so as to cover their past services, or to be mustered ont
and receive pay only for "active service in Missouri airdi/ from their honifii," in accordance with your instructions of the 2d instant. Most of them will prol)ably i)reIf they do, it will be very difficult to asi'ertaiu the length
fer the latter alternative.
of their service "away from home."
*
*
*
*
*
*
-x-

[1257, Missouri Department, 1S61,]

The orter referred to above, giving the
l^eing regiilat'ly nuistered into service or

Home

(iuai'ds (he option of

mustered ont with ])ay for
services rendered awav from their homes, was puldished in General
Orders, No. 25, of Decend)er 14, 18(;i:
General Orders,
No.
*

25.

IIi^voqiakteks Department ok the jMissouri,
St. Loidfi, Decrmher 14, 1S61.

)
I

*

*

*

*

*

*

HI. Ilomi' (iuards and other irregular organizations mustered in with an unauthorize<l limitation as to jilaceof servii-e, or in servici' without having been mustered
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in, will be allovveil the option to be now re<i;nlarly mustered in for three years, or
during; the war, according to law and regulations, to cover the full time of Ijack
service, so that they can be rej^ularly paid and furnished with supplies, or to be mustered out of service, and receive pay only for the period they "have done active
service in Missouri away from their homes."
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

By

order of Major-General llalleck:
J. C. Kelton,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Deccmbor 18, 1861, (TCiicral llull(;<"k informed a correspondent
more Home (xuards would be organized to ])e paid and sup])ort(H] by the llnitcnl kStat(^s (Letters sent, Department of the Missouri,
Vol. XVI, p. 116), and on the following- day, in a letter addressed to
Major-( Jeiieral McClellan, commandino- the Army, he stated that the
Oil

that no

Home

(luards were

bcMiio' disl)aiul('(l as

rapidly as he could supply their

pla<-es.

Within a few days all of the organizations of the Missouri Home
Guiirds formed by authority of Generals Lyon and Fremont, and their
subordinate commanders, had ceased to exist. To quote the report
of the Hawkins Taylor Conmiission, subse(iuently appointed, "these
organizations were kept up from one to six months, and in a few cases
for a loni>'(U' period;"" all had now been disbanded, either ])y orders from
the eonnnandino- ocnci'al or through their own independent action.
As .stated in tlie aiuuial report of the adjutant-ocneral of the State
for the year lS{\?> (pp. 15, l(j):
The various orf^anizations of Home (juards throufihout the State had either ))een
disbandeil by orders from competent authority, or else, finding that there was no
pros[)ect, either inunediate or remote, of obtaining any pay from the General Government, had relieved fheinselves from dut/i/, for the purpose of providing for their
families, in such localities as were nominally within the lines of loyal troops and
where the danger api)eared to be not too imminent.

The italics used a!)ove are in the original, but neither they nor the
latiguage of the rej)ort should be construed as a reflection upon the
patriotic citizens to whom the re})ort refers, as these citizens had not
been formally mustered into the service of the State or of the United
States and Avcre under no legal obligations of service.
The organizations in existence Avlien General llalleck assumed command of the department had not accepted his otter to l)e "regularl}^
mustered" into the Tnited States service, and on Februar}' 21, 1862,
a general order was issued fi'om department head(|uai1ers directing
that "'all arms and accouterments issued to Missouri Home Guards by
order of the late P)rig. (len. Nathaniel Lyon," be turned over to the
United States authorities.
It does not appear that tlu^ meml)ers of the Home (iuard organizations
were paid, either during the period of their service or at the dates of
the disbandment of the oi'ganizations to which they belonged, the pay
promised them for the time they were in active service awa}^ from
their homes.
In a letter from General Ilallecjv, heretofore (pioted in
this paper, it was said of the Home (iuards then in service that it would
be "very difticult to ascertain the length of their service 'away from
hoiii(%''" and in a letter dated -January 18, 1862, General llalleck said
of the organizations disbanded before he took eonunand:
llEAUCir.VKTlCHS DeCARTMENT OP THE MISSOURI,
St.

Brig. Gen. L.

Louts, Mo., Januur]/ 18, 1862.

Thomas,

Adjidant-General of the Arini/, WashiiKjIoii.
(tenehal: Several bodies of men who were organized under (ieneral Lyon and
(xeneral Fremont, and have done service in the field, were disbanded before I took
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the command. It appears that they were promised pay, but they can not be paid
under the Secrotary's order to me in relation to Home Guards, because they can not
be brought toirctlior for mustering in and out.
It has been i)n)i)osed that such troops be permitted to be mustered into the State
militia to inchide the time they actnally served away from their homes (the proper
athdavits, etc., being required on tlie nuister rolls, as in the case of Home (xuards),
and to be paid the same as State troops. The governor thinks this measure would
greatly increase nuisteriug in the militia.
I reconunend the measnre for the action of the
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

War Department.
H.

\V.

[M.

77,

To

this letter the Adjuttint-Genenil replied

V.

S.,

Halleck, Major- General.

1862.]
;i.s

follows:

AD.U'TANT-dENEKAL's OFFICE,
Wdshiiiijtuti,

Maj. Gen. H.

Februarij S, 1862.

W. Halleck,

Commanding Department of the Misxouri, St. Lonh, Mo.
General: In reply to your communication of January 18, I am instrm-ted to say
that if the men organized under Generals Lyon and Fremont and disbanded liefore
you took command of the department, can not again be collected to be mustered in
and out, you will take such measures as you may deem best calculated to muster

them

individually,

if

necessary.

not considered advisable to cover the time already served by them by antedat»
ing their enlistments in the State service.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
It is

L.

[Letters sent, Adjutant-General's Office (V. S.), Vol.

Thomas, Adjutant- (kneral.
1, p.

418.]

The difficulties in the way of the payment of the Missouri Home
Guards do not appear to have been easily overcome, as considerable
legislation and the appointment of commissioners were found to be a
necessary prerequisite. The lirst legislation on the subject is found in
an act approved March 25, 1862, of which the following- is a copy:

AN ACT to secure

to the officers and men actually employed in the Western
ment of Missouri, their pay, bounty, and pension.

Department, or Depart-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Vnited States of America
in Congress a s.^em bled, That the Secretary of War l)e, and he is herel)y, authorized
and required to allow and jiay to the otticers, noncommissioned othcers, nuisicians,
and i)rivates who have been heretofore actually employed in the military service of
the United States, whether nuistered into actual service or not, where their services
were accepted and actually employed by the generals who have been in conunand of
the Department of the West, or the Department of the

i\Iissouri,

the pay and })omity

as in cases of regular enlistment.
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the otticers, noncommissioned officers, musicians, and i)rivates so employed, who may have been wounded or inca]iacitated for
service, shall be entitled to and receive the pension allowed for such disal)ility: I'rovided. That the length and character of tlieir enlistment and service be such as to
entitle them under existing laws to such pension.
Sec. 3. And tie it fnrtlier enacted. That the heirs of those killed in battle, or of those
who may have died from wounds received while so in service, shall be entitled to
receive the bounty and jiay to which they would have been entitled had they been
regularly nuistered into service: Provided, That the bounty and pay referred to in
this act "shall not be payable unless their term of enlistilu-nl and service be of such
duration as to entitle them to receive the same, according to existing laws.
Approved, March 25, 1862.
[12 Stat. L., p. ;^74.]

By an act approved May 14, 1862, an appropriation was made to
carry into effect the previous legislation. This act w^as as follows:
AN ACT to provide for the deficiency in the appropriation for the pay of the two and three years'
voliuUeers and the officers and

*

*

*

men

actually employed in the Western Department.

*

*

*

vr

And be it farther enacted, That there be, and herel>y is, appnipriated. out of
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of one hundred
Sec.

2.
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thoufsand dollars, or so mucli thereof as may be necessary, to carry into effect the act
approved ]\Iarch twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, to secure pay, Vjounty,
and pensions to officers and men actually employed in the Western Department or

Department of Missouri.
Approved, May 14, 1862.
[12 Stat. L., p. 385.]

Subsequent! }', by a resolution approved July 12, 1862, it was
enacted tliat all payments under the act of March 25, 1862, be suspended and that a commission be appointed to examine the claims
Followino- is a cop}^ of the
arising- under the provisions of that act.
resolution:
A RESOLUTION

to suspend all payments under the act approved 25th of March, 18(;2, entitled "An
act to secure to the otlicers and men actually employed in the Western Department or Department
of Missouri their pay, bounty, and pension," and for other purposes.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Ainerica in
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized and
directed to suspend all payments under the act approved 25th March, 1862, entitled "An act to secure to the officers and men actually employed in the Western
Department or Department of Missouri their pay, bounty, and pension;" and that
there shall Ije appointed by the President, immediately after the i:)assage of this resolution, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, three commissioners to
examine all claims arising under the provisions of that act, and report the same,
with the facts connected therewith, to the Secretary of War; said commissioners to
have such compensation for their services as the Secretary of War may consider just
and reasonable: Provided, That said commissioners shall be required to examine
and report within sixty days after the passage of this resolution upon all such claims
as may be presented by persons claiming to have been organized or employed in the
State of Missouri, and to have performed service according to the provisions of the
said recited act, whereupon payments shall be made as recommended by saiil commissioners and as required by said act: And provided, further, That within ninety
days from the passage of this resolution the said commissioners shall examine and
report upon all other claims arising under the act aforesaid, when payments shall be
made as herein jirescribed.

Approved, July

12, 1862.

[12 Stat. L., p. 623.]

For some reason not discovered the commissioners provided for by
the resolution of July 12, 1862, were not immediatel}^ appointed and
the provisions of that resolution were accordingly revived by a joint
resolution approved February 16, 1863, as follows:
JOINT RESOLUTION

to revive

"An

Western Dci)artment or Department

act to secure to the officers and men actually employed in the
of Missouri their pay, bounty, and fiension, and fur other pur-

poses."

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatires of the United States of Ainerica in
Congress assembled, That the provisions of a joint resolution entitled "A resolution
to suspend all payments under the act api^roved the 25th of INIarch, 1862, entitled
'An act to secure to the officers and men actually employed in the Western Department or Department of ^Missouri their pay, bounty, and pension, and for other purposes,'" approved July 12, 1862, be, and tliey are here))y, revived, and the connnissioners therein provided for shall be allowed six months from the passage of this
resolution within which to make their report.

Approved, February

16, 1863.

[12 Stat. L., p. 82-1.]

Messrs. Hawd^ins Taylor, Charles T. Sherman, and Francis T, Ruswere appointed commissioners under the provisions of the revived
resolution, and their appointment was announced in a general order
from the War Department of which the following is a copy:
sell

General

War

Department, Adjutant-General's Office,
Washington, March 16, 186S.
Hawkins Taylor, esq., of
Charles T. Sherman, esq., of Ohio, and Francis
T. Russell, esq., of Missouri, are appointed by the President commissioners under the
Of{deks, \

No. 64.

J

;
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joint resolution of July 12, 1862, revived, to examine claims of officers and men
iietually employed in the Western Department, or Department of Missouri.
James H. Moss, esq., is ai)pi)inted solicitor for the Commission.
By order of the Secretary of War:
L. Thomas, Adjutant-General.

The coiniiiissioners proniptly entered upon the duties for whiehthey
had been apponited, estublishino- their headquarters at St. Louis, Mo.
Soon after assenihling a eircular was issued, (jiioting- the aets of Congress inider which the Couunission was constituted, closing with the
following
IXSTRIX'TIONS TO CLAIxM,\XTS.

For the information of claimants whose claims may be presented for examination
by the Commission, organized for the purpose of examining claims for pay, bounty,
and pensions of otHcers and men for military services rendered the United States
prior to March 25, 1862, in the Western I)ei)artment, or Department of Missouri, the
following suggestions are made and forms reconunended in regard to presenting testimony in supjiort of claims, viz:
It is desirable that a short and compreliensive statement should accompany the
papers of each claimant, whether an individual claim or company claim, showing
the date, locality, authority, and immediate causes for the organization or services,
the county or counties in which the services were rendered, the nature and extent of
such services, and the date and place when discharged, and such other facts and circumstances tliat may throw light upon his or their t-laim or claims^

Company

should in all cases, when ol)tainable, be tiled as the evidence of
so tiled they must be made out in the same manner and with as full
detail as rolls made out for drawing pay under the army regulations, and nuist be
accompanied by evidence of the authority for the organization of the company and
for the calling of the same into active service, or the acceptance of said service by
claim,

rolls

and wlien

the commanding officer.
When the company has been mustered out of service and the officer commanding
the same is out of service, his affidavit in place of the certificate must be made and
be on the same sheet of paper or form on which the roll is made out, and may be in
the following form, viz:

State op Missouri, County of
A B makes oath, and says: I

:

am \he

of Comidentical individual who was
called into the military service of the United States, in the Department of
Missouri, by order of
that this roll exhibits the true state of the
comjaany for the i)erio(l herein mentioned; that the remarks set opposite eacli officer's
and soldier's name are accurate and true, and that the recapitulation exhibits the
true state of the company, and that I have no knowledge of any member of said
company having received pay, or anything in lieu thereof, either from the State or
General Government for services rendered, excejit as stated in said roll.

pany

—

,

;

AB.
The

individual claimant's application

may

l)e

made

out as follows, viz:

State op Missouri, County of
A B makes oath, and says: I am the identical person who was a
in Company [A], commanded by Captain
(if a regiment, here insert the numl)er of
the regiment and the name of colonel), in the military service of the United States
in the Department of Missouri; that I rendered service in said company from the
lS(i-, making continuously
days;
day of
186-, to the
day of
that I have received for said service
dollars and
cents, an<l that the
dollars and
amount due me yet for said service is
cents, for which I
have received no equivalent, or anything in lieu thereof, and that I have accounted
for all public propertv that has come into mv hands or under mv control.
:

,

,

A

B.

All affidavits to be sworn to before a notary i)ul)iic, clerk or judge of court having
a seal, or justice of the peace whose official character is projierly attested.
When the claims of single individuals are presented, they should be accompanied
by the same evidence of the authority fo^ such service as is required in cases of
presentation of idaims by company rolls, as explained above, and must be verified
in the .same way.
The (•(>rtificutc of the officer administering the oath to claimants nuist certify to
the identity of the claimant as the individual who rendered the service when the
facts are personally known to him, and when he has no personal knowledge of the
identity of the claimant that fact nmst be proven by other testimony.

,
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Whilst foiifonnity to the above rules, as nearly as may be, is regarded as important
to the protection of the Government, yet in extreme or exceptional oases the commissioners will not hesitate to allow bona fide claims established to their satisfaction.
In all cases deemed proper by the commissioners oral testimony will be requii'ed.
The Commission is now in session in the circuit court room of the court-house, in
St. Louis, and claimants are notitied to present their claims, with proofs, as early as
may be.

Hawkins Taylor,
Charles

T. Sherman,
Francis T. Russell,

Commission.

James H. Moss,
Solicitor for

fite

Commissioners.

James Fletcher,
tSecretary.

[7412, V. 8., 1S71.]

In a later edition of the "Instructions," the following- was substituted for the last two paragraphs quoted above:
Evidence

of present loyalty of all claimants will be required.
Proof of actual service must be made, at least in part, by persons other than
officers and members of regiments and companies having a common interest therein.
Evidence in writing, by authenticated affidavits and certificates, is desired, but in
all cases deemed proper the Commission will recjuire oral testimony, and, if necessary, furnish subpoenas for witnesses and allow mileage and per diem attendance.
The Commission is now in continuous session in the circuit court room of the courthouse in St. Louis, and claimants are notified to present their claims with proofs as
early as may l)e.
The time of the Commission is limited to the 16th of August next,
and many claims may be excluded for want of time.
A delegate from the Commission will attend at Des Moines City, Iowa, from and
after June 8, and at Leavenworth City, Kans., July 6, and St. Joseph, ilo., July
for the convenience of claimants in tliose sections for a few days only; but an acting

—

quorum

will

remain contiiuiallv

in St. Louis.

[Ibid.]

On Ma}"

12, 1863, the commissioners addressed to the Secretary of
a letter in which they reported progress, and requested instructions relative to their jurisdiction of certain claims.
Following is an
extract of the letter:

War

St. Louis,

Mo.,

May

12, 1863.

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War.
Sir: The Commission to examine claims for services in the Western department,
under the act of Congress of INIarch 25, 1862, have the honor to report that since the
date of their last letter it lias t)een establishing rules of evidence and receiving and
examining claims. The number of claims before us is aljout 9,000, with a large

number

yet to

come

in.

Various disputed questions have arisen and been decided. The one of the most
frequent occurrence is whether claims of officers for services rendered between the
time of appointment and time of being imistered in the regular three years' volunteer service are within the jurisdiction of the Commission.
A majority of us, and
not without doubts, are inclined to hold that the Commission have no right to examine and allow for services rendered in the three years' volunteer service, but must
confine themselves to inquiry of the services rendered by the Home Guards or irregular troops.

We

would respectfully ask
*

*

Respectfully, yours,

for instructions

*

*

on that subject.
*

*

*

Hawkins Taylor,
Chas. T. Sherman,
F. T. Russell,
Commissioners.

—

P. S.
The solicitor for the Government, James H. Moss, decides that the Commission has jurisdiction over claims presented by the regular three years' volunteers
for services rendered prior to the time of their being mustered into the regular three
years' service.
I concur with Mr. Moss in the opinion he gives.
F. T. Russell.

[Ibid,]
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The question .submitted by the commissioners w.as referred to the
Solicitor of the War Department, whose views were concurred in by
the Secretary' of War and conmmnicated to the Coumiission for its
information and o-ujdance. These views were expressed in a letter of
Avhicli the following- i.s a copy:

War
Hon. Edwin

^I.

Department, WashuKjion

Vitij,

June

4,

1863.

Stanton, Secretary of War.

Sik: The letter of Hawkins Taylor, chairman of the Committee on Claims, as
organized under General Orders, No. 62 [64], having been referred to me, I have the

honor to say:
That it was enacted by the statute of March 25, 1862, chapter 49, section 1, that
the Secretary of AVar be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to allow and pay
to the officers, nonconnnissioned officers, musicians, and privates who have been
heretofore adnaUy e)npIoycd in the military service of the T'nited States, whether
mustered into actual service or not, where their services were accepted and actually
employed by the genercds -irlio have been in command of the Department of the
West or the Department of the Missouri, the pay and bounty as in cases of regular
enlistment.
Section 2 provides for the payment of pensions in certain cases.
Section 3 provides that in certain cases the bounty shall be paid to the heirs of
those who have been killed.
By the act of July 12, 1862, payments under the former act were suspended, and
commissioners were appointed to examine and report upon all claims arising under
that act, within periods of time therein stated.
By the act of February 16, 1863, the time for making report of these claims was
extended to six months from that date.
The design of the act of March 25, 1862, was to place volunteers in Missouri, who
had at some periocl enlisted in the service of the United States, upon the same footing
as to pav, pensions, and bounty as though they had been regularly mustered into the
service at the time when they actually entered the service and were actually accepted
as United States soldiers by the military commander of the department to which
they belonged, thereby placing the volunteers of ^Missouri upon an equal footing with
the volunteers of other States. Hence, by the true construction of the act, no claims
can be allowed for volunteers who were not actually in the service of the Ignited
No claims can be allowed for volunteers, whether in the service of the United
States.
States or not, unless their services were accepted and actually employed by the genends irho had coinmand of the departments.
The payinent for services is to be commensurate with those services; to l)egin when

^

the services began and to end when the services ended.
No services can Ije allowed for by the commissioners for any period prior \o the
acceptance and actual emitloyment of these volunteers by the aforesaid commanders
of departments.
Thus no claims can be allowed for recruiting officers who were not at the time when
so employed in recruiting actually in the employ and service of said commanders of
departments.
All i)ay of officers or men, and all expenses of getting up the regiment in the State
service, such as recruiting, rations, transportation, etc., may be just claims against
the State of Missouri, but they are not in the class of claims of whi' h this Itoard has
cognizance.
The duty of the commissioners is to treat the t-laims of the volunteers in the same
way as though they had for the first time been mustered into the service of the
United States at the date when their services were actually accejited and employed
by the conunander of the department to which they belonged. Of claims for services prior to that ilate they have no jurisdiction.
This board has jio jurisdiction over claims for service of troops who have been regularly organized and mustered into the service in the usual way under tlie laws of
the United States by competent authority. Such claims are to be presented to the
proper departments at Washington.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
/Solicitor

William Whiting,
of the War iJcjiartment.

[Ibid.]

The

tinal

report of the Commission ap})ointed under the revived
now known as the Hawkins Taylor

joint resolution of July 12, 1862,
Connnission, is as follows:
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Louis Court-Hocse,
Mo., September

—

,

1863.

Secretary of War.

Sir: The nnder.signed, appointed under General Orders, No. 64, to examine all
claims arising under the act of Congress ajiproved INIarch 25, 1862, entitled "An act
to secure to the officers and men actually employed in the Western Department, or
Department of the Missouri, their pay, bounty, and j)ensions," have the honor to
sulnnit the following report:
Tliruugh the courtesy of the county court a room was furnished in the court-house
in the city of St. Louis, where they met, and continued their daily sessions uninterrupted until this date. Owing to the very limited time given the Commission in
whicli to examine and pass upon the claims arising under said act, one member of
the Commission was sent to the State of Iowa to give information and collect evidence as regards claims arising in that State, and remained there some two weeks. At
anr)ther time another member was sent to the State of Kansas for the same purpose,
and remained about the same length of time. At all times continuing a majority of
the Ciimmission at St. Louis for the transaction of business.
Immediately after our assemblage we ai^pointed Dr. James Fletcher, of Kansas, as
principal secretary, and shortly after A. C. Cummins, of Ohio, chief clerk.
Subsequently and for different periods we employed the following jiersons as assistant
clerks, viz: Thomas J. Sutton, Ferdinand Hess, AVilliam H. Sirmscoe, Henry Rohe,
and Peter A. Feldmear, and Joseph Taylor, messenger.
The services of Dr. Fletcher and Captain Cummins were very efficient and valuable.
They are entitled to our thanks for their industry and attention to the business
of the Commis.sion.
We cannot speak too highly of the valuable assistance and
services rendered to us and to our business liy the Hon. James H. Moss, the solicitor
His untiring industry and his intelligence and legal skill lightto the Commission.
ened our labors and afforded much valuable aid in the investigation of all classes of
claims before us.
A regular docket of all claims was carefully kept, and public notice was given of
our sessions in the leading newspapers published in St. Louis and in the States of
Missouri, Iowa, and Kansas, giving notice of the sitting and organization of the

Commission.
The Commission also issued a circular giving the laws under which they acted,
together with instructions as to the form and manner of presenting claims, a copy of
which is annexed.
The number of claims filed for services of companies was 274, of which number
Ave allowed 247.
The number of individual claims was 307, of which 97 were allowed. Number of
field and staff claims 31; allowed, 28.
The total amount allowed for claims of services of companies is $735,256.04, and for individual claims is !p22,426.68, and for field
and staff, $42,929.41. Total amount allowed, $800,612.13.
The amount claimed as due by the parties we can not state, as the larger portion
of the companies' claims stated only the time claimed and not the amount, but we
doubt not but the aggregate sum claimed by the parties would amount to over
$1,500,000.

No

claim was allowed unless it was strictly for personal service in the military
and all were not only required to show that they were called out or accepted
by proper authority, but performed actual military service in the field as distinguished from services in organizing, drilling, recruiting, or in camp. We required
proof of actual service other than the oath of the claimant, and generally the services were proven by the testimony of one or more disinterested witnesses or the certificate of well-known officers now in service.
The services of a very great portion
of the company claimants were necessarily desultory and not continuous.
At the
breaking out of the rebellion the State of Missouri had the misfortune to have her
entire State government, and a large portion of her American-born citizens either
active sympathizers with the South or neutral in the contest.
In some sections of
the State nearly the entire population were loyal, in others almost entirely disloyal,
and in others they were divided.
For months previous Governor Claiborne F. Jackson and the State authorities had
been collecting powder and lead and arms, and organizing the militia of the State,
under the pretense of preserving the neutrality of the State, but really with the design
of taking the State out of the Union.
Everything seemed to favor their plans, and
they would inevitajjly have succeeded had it not been for the foresight, boldness,
and unswerving patriotism of Gen. Nathaniel Lyon. He penetrated their designs and
took jsrompt measures to defeat them, and unquestionably saved Missouri. He found
the people of St. Louis and the State divided in opinion. While the State authorities
were organizing the militia for treasonable purposes, he encouraged the formation of
service,
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and by a few bold and decisive measures,
Jackson, completely destroyed and dispersed the o^jen
rebels and pnitectcd tlie piiMic i)roperty and loyal citizens.
At the time he had but
a few hundred United States troops under his control, but with the aiil of the irregular troops that he created and organized lie accomplished iiis j)urpose.
If, therefore,
it was an object to save Missouri and tiie consei|uent control of the city of St. Louis
and the arsenal and the waters of the Upper Mississipj)!, and our vast Western territories, the credit is all due to the l)rave Lyon and his Home Guards.
In every part of the State where there were Union men there was an organization
If the Ihiion sentiment was strong in the country or district, a
of Home Guards.
regiment was raised.
If k'ss strong, a l)attalion or single comi>any.
These organizations were (billed into service either by special authority from (ieneral Lyon, or under
a general invitation to form Home Guards, issued l)y him." When organized they
reported to the connnander of the ilepartment, and drew arms in whole or part. A
large portion, however, were obliged, for want of arms, ujion not being al)le to procure them, to use their own private arms. In almost all cases they drew ammunition and subsistence while in actual service.
These organizations were kept up from one to six months, and in a few cases for a
longer period of time. There are instances, particularly in southwest .Missouri, where,
after the retreat of the United States forces, in the summer and fall of 1861, the
organizations were retained, and, by occupying passes in the mountains, the Hag of
the LTnion was ke})t up, while the country for many miles around them was occupied
by General Urice and the rebels under him. When these organizations were disbanded, either by orders from the general conunanding, or from other causes, it can
be said to their credit, and as an evidence of their loyalty, that a large majority of
the officers and men went into the regular volunteer service, and are *fow in the field
under "(Jenerals (irant and Ro.secrans," fighting for the cause of the Government in
the effort to put down this cursed and causeless Southern rebellion.
This increased our ditlicuhies and lalxirs. In many cases there was neither musterin nor nnister-out ndls, and in other cases the authority for the organization and the
rolls themselves were captured or destroyed by the rel)els, and we doubt not there
are companies that jierformed service whose claims have not been presented to us
because of the absence of otHcers and men in the field now in service, and who have
no knowledge of the existence of the Gominission. Previous to the outbreak, at the
suggestion of General Lyon, and for their own protection, many of these companies
organized and armed themselves and patrolled through tlieir respective neighl)orhoods, watching the movements of the disaffected. After hostilities commenced
other compaTiies organized, drilled, and ])rotected their nwu and neighbors' property
and the i)eace of the country, but for such service we have allowed no compensation.
We have only allo\ve<l where their existing organizations have l)een regularly called
out and actually served in the field mider jjroper authority and in regular military
capacity or service.
Hence it will be seen that in a large majority of company claims
we have only allowed part of the time claimed. We have sought to do justice between
the claimants and the (Tovernment, and not pay them for time spent in service for
the i)rotection of tliemselves ami neighbors or in preparing for active .service. In
other cases organized comjianies were called out by the i)roper authority for special
services, and were then ordered home, and in a few weeks were called out again, and
prol)al)ly repeated.
In these cases we have sought to ascertain the actual time they
were in the Held, and allowed them for such time.
The same i>rinciple was ap))lied to individual claims. We have sought only to pay
for actual service.
A\'e have favored no i-laims for reci'uiting, ^r organizing, for
doing camp duty in and about St. Louis or other cities, or for any other service,
except it is in the stric;t line of the officer's duty and in which he necessarily devoted
such as the

takiiif; of

irrejjular forces,

Tamp

whole time.
There are numerous instances where claimants were appointed by the generals
who have been in connnand in this departmi'ut, and who have promised in good
faith to recruit com]ianies and regiments, but failed to obtain the mininuun number
required for a I'ommand, and the recruits have been assigned to other organizations
and the officers discliarge<l.
In these cases we refuse to allow them pay for their time and expenses, for the
reason that they have not rendered the actual military service contemjilatetl l)y the
law under whit'h we act. It may also be added that they accepted their appointments with the understanding that they should raise the men reciuired for the command they sought, and, if successful, a conunission would follow; if they failed,
they lost their time and expenses. Such, we understand, has been the practice in
the Western States. In other cases claims have been j)resented by officei-s for servhis

"No record

of this general authority

has been found.
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appointment and the time of Ijeinji- mustered into
serviee of the United vStates.
This class of claims were all rejected, in act-ordance
with the practice of the State government, and aj^reeahly to the instrucitions of the
Solicitor of tlie War Department.
We have heen ol)!i(jed, necessarily, to exercise
discretion and adojtt rules as regards the amotmts to l)e allowed that are not known
or recognized by Army Regulations.
But in the.sc cases we thought justice to the
service and the claimant required some allowance should he made.
The amount
allowed is universally less than the amount named in the regulations. The cases
alluded to are chiefly surgeons and chaplains.
A large jn-oportion of the companies claim that the services performed were as
cavalry, each man furnishing his own hoi-se and horse e<juipments, and therefore
entitled to the usual i>ay and allowance for such service.
With few exceptions we
refused to allow such claims.
It was in evideni-e before us that the service was
either cavalry or infantry, as the exigencies of the time re(juired; that forage for the
horses was furnished by Crovernment when in actual service; and in the opinion that
it was better for the owners to use their horses in the service, and thereby prevent
'them from being taken by the rebels for this reason, mainly, we have allowed no
pay for horses, only when it was proved clearly that tlie company was (u-ganized as
cavalry, and that l)y special authority from the general (lommanding having such
authority. There have been many cases ])resented for subsistence, transportation,
ami other exj^enses attending this service, but the law under which we were acting,
in our opinion, gave us no jurisdiction over such cases.
The amounts are generally small, and in the hands of loyal men who have suffered
in the cause.
We would, therefore, respectfully rec-ommend that this class of cases be
promptly investigated and j>aid. It appeared upon investigation that two regiments
from the State of Iowa, under the connnand of Colonels Morledge and Edwards, and
one company mider Ca])t. W.
Jones, were called out by proper authority, and
did service in Missouri. That the legislature of Iowa made provisions for the payment of the oUicers and men, and that part have been 2)aid, and the ])alance are
being paid ui)on ])resentation of their claims. Satisfactory evidence was produced
of their service and that tlie claim was within our jurisdiction, but as the State of
low a had partly paid them aiul had assumed the payment of the balance, we did
not enter them upon our books, but gave the State otHcers a certificate of facts that
will assist the State in settling the same with the War Department.
No claims were presented from the State of Kansas, though we were advised that
services were rendered by othcers and men that would probably come within our
jurisdiction.
None were presented, probal)ly because of the absence of officers in
active service in the field and the distracted condition of things in that State.
Among other claims presented to us were some for services rendered as "spies
and scouts," employed by the different commanders of the (lej>artnient. The services were performed either by regularly organized companies, or liands, or by individuals.
We are satisfied that the services were performed, that they were valuable
and dangerous, and should be paid; but in the absence of any rule of compensation
established, either by law or custom, or of a knowledge on our part of the j)rices
usually paid, we have inserted the names of the companies and individuals on our
books, leaving the department to give the customary compensation to such persons
for such services.
By reference to our books the claim of ('apt. J. M. Richardson's comi)any will be
found in volume 1, on page 112.
That of Capt. Emory S. Foster's company will be found in volume 1, on page 96.
That of Cicero A. Lewis in volume 1, page 53.
That of Jenisha Page in volume 1, page 5o.
The paper annexed hereto, marked A," contains a statement of our expenditures,
and are the vouchers for such jiayments.
Herewith is $1,988.80, the balance of the money placed in our hands to pay the
expenses of the Commission.
Hawkins Taylor,
Chas. T. Sherman,
Francis T. Russell,
ire rt>n(U'red l)etween the tiiiu' of

tlie

—

C

Com m issi oners.
I

have cheerfully concurred

my

in the findings of
associate commissioners so far as
they go, as giving thus much to the early and worthy defenders of
State; but to
the brave and ruined men of the Southwest and the Northwest, I deeply regret that

my

a

more could not have been awarded.
In the matter of pay for hoi'ses, too, I respectfully submit that

little

"Not here reproduced.

I

have steadfastly

UNION.

MISSOURI TROOPS

160

I take the ground that the law direeting us to allow pay to
differed with them.
officer?, noiK'oininissioned otticers, musicians, and privates, who have been lieretofore actually employed in the military service of the United States, whether nmstered
into actual servii'e or not, when their services were accepted and actually employed
by the generals, etv., the same pay as in cases of regular enlistment authoi'ized us to
allow to private soldiers using their horses in a mounted service the army pay in

such cases.
The law in general

embraces

all,

and

if

is

not limited to an infantry, cavalry, or artillery service, but
use<l sliould be paid for as

mounted men were accepted and

such.

The argument of risk to hoi-aes at home, and that they were put in the Army for
safety and fed by the Government, is of no force if the (Government really used
And besiiles, if it is valid, it goes too far, and would on its own principle
thenl.
certain knowledge thousands of exposed
ext'lude thousands of the men, too, for to
Union men in Missouri could not stay at their homes and went to the service for
.Alany poor Union men
safety, at least in part, and were there both fed and clothed.
have" ridden to death in this service and some of them had killed under them their'
oidy horse, and that, too, without i«iy per diem or a valuation.
Of course we have no jurisdiction to award an allowance for the valuation of such
The enemy were well mounted, and against them infantry was mostly usehorses.

my

and the horses of these men were needed, accepted, and hardly used by our
Government, and iiold should be paid for.
I also wish to call attention a little specially to the matter of transportation and
su})idies for these Home Guards, and to add my sincere regret that these matters
were clearlv outside our jurisdiction.
It is shown on the rolls and by other good evidence that almost jjvery company
used from two to four wagons hauling for them in their campaigns, and necessarily
Home of these teams were lost and worn
so, and had them of the ])est of Union men.
out by the chances an<l service of war, and should be paid for accordingly l)y the
less,

I

(.iovernment.

The same is true of supplies for these tn)ops, who, being deficient inordinary
army experience and of facilities for procuring them, and forced by want to have
procured bacon, tlour, groceries, horse feed and all necessaries at large from
both farmers and merchants. INIany of these were violent Union men, who thus
upheld our cause with their own means when it could not be l)ought elsewhere, and
did it for the sake of the cause, and did it, too, to prevent injury to our cause by
theiii,

violent seizures.
I beg leave to he thus earnest on these jxiints, because I myself only of the commissioners have had oi>portunity for personal experience and observation in regard
The cases in both classes are mostly small claims, but numerous and held
to them.
by needy i>ersons, and are susceptiltle of plain and clear proof, and I earnestly insist
should be early provided for and paid.
F. T. KussELi., ConwiisKioner.

Washington, Sephmber

21, 1863.

in St. Louis neglecte<l to state that proof was made to
(Guards, advanced money and
them that Colonel Eppstein, of the Boonville
supplies to his officers and men, with the agreement that the money so advanced by
him should be deducted from their pay and pai<l to Colonel Eppstein when the

Tile

Gommission when

Home

Government made payment.
In Volume No. 2, pages 23t)-24o, will be found
in each sliowing the amount advanced to each

his companies.
officer

and man.

There
.Ml

a column
these sums

is

should be paid to Colonel Eppstein.

H.vwKixs Tavlok,
Chairman, Commission.
[Ibid.]

By an act approved January 32, 18(>4, an appropriation was made
to provide for the deficiency in the previous ai)proi)riation for the payment of the claini.s adjudicated by tlie C\)U)nnssi()n. and. among other
thino's, it was ])rovidcd that ])ayment of the awards he made by paymasters of the United States Army. FoHowino- is a copy of the act:
AN ACT

to provide for the deficiency in the appropriation for the pay of otficers and
employed in the Western Department, or Department of Missonri.

men

actually

Be it enacted hij the SeiuUe and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assenibled. That there be, and hereby is, appropriated out of any money
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in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated the sum of seven hundred thousand
six iiundred and twelve dollars and thirteen cents, or so much thereof as may be
necessary, to carry into effect the act approved March tvvent\'-fifth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, to secure to the officers and men actually employed in the
Western Department, or Department of Missouri, their pay, bounty, and pension: I'rorliled, hoii'trir, Tliat in the payment of the money hei'eby appropriated
such [>ayment shall be made directly to the officers or soldiers by
the services
were rendered, or to their personal representatives, or to their agents appointed by
l)owers of attorney; and no assignment of any sum due to any officer or soldier
shall be valid; such payments to be made by paymasters of the United States Army:
Provided farther, licxverer, That any person holding a power of attorney authorizing
the receipt by him of the amount to be paid to any officer or soldier may upon making and tiling an atfidavit to the effect tliat he is acting in the premises purely as
agent without [)ersonal int(?rest, and that he will pay over the amount received
either to the soldier or (in his abseiu^e) to his wife or childen for their benefit, be
entitled to receive such amount.

whom

Approved, January
[13

.Stat.

L.,pp.

This act
as follows:

1,

22, 1864.

2.]

was amended by a joint resolution approved June 25, 1864,
•

JOINT RESOLUTION amendatory of "An act to provide for the deficiency in the appropriation for
the pay of officers and men actually employed in the Western Department, or Department of
Missouri."

Be

It remlred hi/ the Senate atul Ifonxe of ReprexentdtireK of tlie United States of America
Congress assembled, That where any person or persons holding any power of
attorney or assignment executed subseijuent to August sixteenth, eighteen hundred
and sixty-three, and i)rior to January twenty-second, eighteen Iiundred and sixtyfour, for the sum adjudged due to any officer or soldier l)y the commissioners
appointed under joint resolution approved February sixteenth, eighteen hundred and
sixty-three, shall have paid any nmney to an)' officer or soldier on the faith of such
power of attorney or assignment, that the jiaymaster appointed to disburse the funds
appropriated by the act a])proved January twenty-second, eighteen hundred and
sixty-four, to provide for the deficiency in the appropriation for the pay of oflicera
and men actually employed in the Western Department, or Department of Missouri,
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to jmy to such person or persons the
amount thus paid to any officer or soldier upon such attorney or assignee making and
filing an atfidavit to the effect that the amount was actually paid to said officer or
soldier, and upon the paymaster l)eing satisfied that the amount was actually paid;
and the amount paid such attorney or assignee under this resolution shall be deducted
from the amount due said officer or soldier, anything in any previous action of Congress to the contrary notwitlistanding.

ill

Approved, June
[1.3 Stat.

25, 1864.

L., p. 410.]

The sums awarded by the Commission were paid, as required hy the
bv army paymasters (at 8t. Louis, Mo.), and the vouchers
upon which payments were made are tiled in the office of the Auditor

statute,

for the War Department.
In 1886 an act was passed by which the Secretary of War was authorized to furnish, upon application therefor, certificates of discharge
to the menil)ers of the Missouri Mouk^ (xuards whose claims for pay
had })e(Mi adjudicated by the Hawkins Taylor C/ommission. Following
is a cop3' of the act:

AN ACT

War to furnish certiflcates of
the Missouri Home Guards.

to autliorize the Secretary |of

disc^liarg^c to

certain niemlicrs of

it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
Congress assemhled, That the Secretary of War be, and is herel)y, atithorized and
directed to furnish, upon their several a])plications therefor, a certificate of discharge
to eacli and every member of the INTissouri Home (hiards whose claims for pay were

Be

ill

S.

Doc. 412
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adjudioated by the Hawkins Taylor Comniission, under the act approved March
twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and the several acts supplementary
thereto.

Approved,

iNIay 15, 188(5.

[24 Stat. L., p.

2.S.]

This act of Congress has ))(hmi constnied as aiithoriziiio- the issue of
disc-harue certiiicates to the representatives of deceased members of
Home (jiiaixl oroanizations who would themselves, if living, have been
entitled to receive them.
P., USfUl)
(R.'
The Missouri Home Guards of 18*) I ditfered from local organizations generally in that they were organized under the authority of
United Stattvs ofticials and were called into actual service, if at all,
through the agency of the General Government and not through the
In \\ew of this fact, and of the recogniaction of th(^ Sttite otlicials.
tion given them by the act of March t^5, 1S6^, it has l)een decided by
the War Department, concurring in the opinion of the Judge-AdvocateGeneral of the Army, that the meml)ers of those organizations whose
claims of service w^ere recognized by the Hawkins Taylor Gommission
are to be regarded ])y this Department as having been in the military
service of the United States and as having formed a partj^f the United
(H.
States militarv establishment during the civil war.
P.,

&

&
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With regard

to the records of the

Hawkins Taylor Conmiission,

a

was addressed by this oftice to Hon. F. M. Cockrell, United
States Senate, under date of Decem])er 18, 1900, and was published in
Senate Doc. No. 56, Fifty-sixth Cojigress, second session. Following
letter

is

a copy:
Record and Pension Office,

Hon.

F.

M

War

Department,

WaaJiingtov City, December 18, 1900.

Cockrell,
United Staten Senate.

Dear

8ir: In reply to your letter without date, received this morning, in which
you re(iuest to be advised what records of the Hawkins Taylor Commission are on
iile in the War Department, and especially whether there is record of the proofs
presented to the Commission showing length of actual service, also whether the rolls
showing the names and services gave dates of enrollment and expiration of term and
the period of actual service less than the period l^etween enrollment and expiration
of service, I have the honor to advise you as follows:
As you were advised in the letter addressed to you by this office under date of
December 5, 1900, relative to the case of J. P. Hopkins
"The records of the proceedings of the Hawkins Taylor Commission, or other
retained records of the Commission, are not filed in this Department, and nothing is
known at this othce relative to their whereal)outs, if they are in existence. The
registers prei)ared l)y the Commission, filed in this office, contain the only known
record of the Conunission relative to individual service."
The registers of the C'onnnission show, in the case of each man whose claim for
service was adjudicated by it, the "date of organization" of the command of which
he was a member, and the date of his discharge, and in addition to this the period
which the Commission "allowed as actual military service rendered the United
It was fre(|uently the case that the period allowed a man by the CommisStates."
.sion as actual niilitaiy service rendered the Cnited States was considerably less than
the i>(>riod that t-lajised l)etween the date of organization of his conunand and the
date of his discharge. For instance, in the case of William Walton, or Yalton, Company K, First Northeast Missouri Home(iuards, referred to in your letter, the register
of the Hawkins Taylor Commission shows June 17, l.S(31, as "date of organization,"
and October 1, iso'l, as "date of discharge," but the register also shows that the
period of two months ami twenty-one days was "allowed as actual military service
rendered the United States." TJie reportfurnifhed to the Pension Office in this case
was exactlv in accordaiue with that showing of the register.
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It is well known that the naen whose t^laims were adjudicated by the Hawkins Taylor Commission did not render continuous military service from the date of organization of their commands, or from the date of their enrollment therewith until the
date of their discharge, and the purpose for which the Commission was created was
chiefly that of ascertaining exactly how much military service was rendered by each
This the Commission did, and its findings, as recorded in the regisof these men.
ters of the Commission, are the only known source of information with regard to the
actual military service of any man whose claim was adjudicated by the Commission.
There is an inconsiderable number of rolls of these Home-Guard organizations on
file in the Department, but they show nothing of importance more than dates of
organization or enrollment, and dates of disbandment or discharge, just as the registers of the Commission show similar extreme dates, and they afford no indication
as to the amount of military service actually rendered between those dates.
As
stated above, the Commission was appointed for the purpose of ascertaining and
stating the amount of such service, and the report of the Conunission is now the
only means of determining that amount in any case.
What documentary evidence, if any, the Commission had l)efore it is unknown, but
it is inferred from the report of the Commission that its iindings were based to a
great extent upon the oral testimony of claimants or their witnesses.
At any rate,
no records of the proceedings of the Commission are known to be in existence, and
nothing is known as to the disposition made by it of any documentary evidence that
may have been submitted to it.
The report of the Commission will be found printed in Senate Report, No. 214,
This report embodies all the information
Forty-eighth Congress, first session.
known to this office with regard to the methods of procedure of the Commission.
Very respectfully,
F. C. AiNSWORTH,
Chief,

Record and Pension

Office.

now known

that the rolls that were in the custody of the Hawkins Taylor Commission were turned over to the adjutant-g-eneral of
Missouri (Adjutant-Generars Report of 1863, p. 8), and it has been
ascertained that thev are now on file with the archives of the State.
(R. & P., (>51504.)
The ]-egisters or records of claims kept by the Commission are
tiled in this office, and are the onh^ authentic records of service actu
ally rendered.
From these registers was prepared the schedule
(accompanying this paper) of the organizations whose members were
paid through the agency of the Hawkins Taylor Commission. This
schedule is complete, and it can safelj' be assumed that organizations
not mentioned therein were not of the class of Home Guards actively
employed in the military service of the United States, for whose relief
the act of March 25, 1862, and subsequent legislation was intended.
According to a report of the adjutant-general of the State of Missouri, heretofore quoted in this paper, 10,000 stand of arms were
placed in the hands of the Home Guards organized especially for their
own protection; and according to the same authority there were probably enough men in these Home-Guard organizations who furnished
their own arms to make the membership of the local organizations
upward of 15,000. But, as also stated by the same authority, ""no
accurate account can be given " of this particular class of Home Guards,
as ""they accepted neither pay nor subsistence from the Government
and made no reports to its authorities." No schedule of these local
organizations, whose members w^ere not recognized for pay by the
It is

Hawkins Taylor Commission, can therefore be prepared.
The history of the Missouri Home Guard org'anizations
be summarized as follows:
(o) They were organized or recognized, if recognized
the authority granted Brig. Gen. Nathaniel Lj^on, eTune

of 1861 ma\^
at all,

under

11, 1861, to
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'•enlist in the service of the United States such h^val citizens of the
State of Missouri" as he niii>"ht thinly proper, who should ''not receive
pay except when called into active service."
Some of them had an ortrani/ed existence prior to June 11,
(/>)
1861. I)ut all w^cre either oroauized or recognized l)\' Genei-als Lj'on
and Fremont, or their subordinate commanders, if recognized at all,
under the authority granted General Lyon on that date.
((•) They were composed of two chisses:
(1) Those who were organized for their own protection and the preservation of peace in their
own neighl)orhoods, and were armed by the United States but were
to receive neither pay, clothing, nor rations, and {'2) those who were
organized, armed, and (Miuipped for more active local service, for which
service it was understood they would have a valid claim for pay.
{(/) With the exception of the members of some two or three organizations which were mustered into the United States service and have
been paid as United States troops, they were not formally mustered
into the service of the United States.
(<) Those who were "actually employed in the military service of
the United States" (''called out or accepted by proper authority'')
have, through Congressional legislation, the action of the Hawkins
Taylor Connnission. and the rulings of the War Department, been
placed upon the same footing as volunteers in the service of the United
States with regard to pa}', bount}'. and pension; and the}' or their
representatives have received, or are entitled to receive, certiticates of
honorable discharge if there is nothing in their personal records to
show a dishonorable termination of service.
(f) Members of those organizations whose services were not recognized by the Hawkins Taylor Connnission have no legal status as
volunteers or militia in the service of the United States, or, by virtue
of their membership in the Home Guard organizations, any legal
status as militia in the service of the State of Missouri.
As stated in the report of the Hawkins Taylor Commission, quoted
in this paper, "the number of claims tiled for services of companies was
27-1," of which number 21:7 claims were " allowed." The records of the
Commission tiled in the War Department show that of the organizations represented in the allowances made H regiments and 22 battal-

aggregating 192 companies, and 4V> independent companies,
a total of 241 companies, were Home-Guard organizations, the
other 6 companies reported by the Connnission (5 companies, as
shown by the records, consisting of scouts, spies, and others) evidently
not being of that class. The num))er of allowances to individual memions,

making

Home-Guard

organizations was iH,173.
companies not represented in the allowances made by
the Connnission are not known to be in (existence, and even the designations of such companies are unknown to the War Department.
bers of

The

rolls of

CITIZEN GUARDS.
Under tbo title of "Home Guards, iSHl/' it has ))cen seen that soort
after the beg-innino- of hostilities in Missouri numerous bodies of
citizens were oroanized, by authority of the War Department, for home
protection and local service, and that those on active duty were paid
tor their services, through the agency of a commission appointed
These early organizations of Home
under authority of Congress.
Guards were dis))anded after a few months' service.
Latei- in the progress of the Avar it was found expedient to form
other companies of citizens for the protection of their homes and for
local service in various localities and under divers conditions.
majority of these organizations, designated as "Citizen Guards,"
were formed for protection against the aggressions of guerrilla
bands.
In some instances they were recognized as Enrolled Missouri
Militia and paid by the State, and in a few cases they have been paid
under special leg"islation by Congress, ])ut in a large number of cases
no provision has ever been made for their payment, either by the
State or the United States, the service having been rendered without
promise or expectation of pay.
On August 25, 1SU8, jMajor-General Schoheld, the commandinggeneral of the Department of the Missouri, and also a major-general
of the State of Missouri, commanding, by authority of the governor,
all of the militia of the State, issued a general order in which he
invoked the active cooperation of citizens in the extermination of
guerrillas and directed that, to protect themselves from violence, and
to aid tlie troops when necessary, all loyal and peaceable citizens be
permitted to bear arms. Following is a copy of the order:

A

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
1
St. Louis, August 25, 1863.
No. 86.
./
Large nunil)ere of men are leaving the broken rebel armies in the Mississipj)! Val]\Iariy of them, doubtless, come back with the ]nirley and returning to Missouri.
pose of following a career of plunder and murder under the form of guen-illa warfare,
while others would gladly return to their homes as peaceable citizens if permitted

General Orders,

do so and protected from violence.
State is in danger of a repetition of the scenes of violence and bloodshed which
characterized the months of July and August, 1862. The united efforts of all loyal
and peaceably disposed citizens, as well as of the troops of this department, will be
to

The

required to avert this evil.
It is the desire of the connnanding general that all those who voluntarily abandon
the rebel cause and desire to return to their allegiance to the United States shall be
permitted to do so, under such restrictions as the ])ublic ])eace shall recpiire. All
such persons may surrender themselves and their arms at the nearest nnlitary ])Ost,
and will be releasetl u])on taking the oath of allegiance and giving l)ond for their
future good conduct.
They will l)e required to resi<le in such portion of Missouri
or other State as the provost-marshal who releases them shall direct.
All who shall fail to comply with these conditions, and shall remain within our
lines without renewing their allegiance, will be treateil as crinunals according to the
laws of war. Those who shall engage in robbery, murder, or other similar crimes
will be exterminateil without mercy.
Humanity demands of every citizen active and earnest cooperation with the miliThe comtary authorities in i>utting down these common enemies of mankind.
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luandiii^' uciuTul (U-niands of ovci-y citizen tlu> full (lischartro of his duty in this
regard.
Those wiio ncgloct it will 1h' held rcsponsililc in their jiersons and projjerty
for tlie damage tliat may resnlt from their negleet, and will he [innished at the discretion of a military commission.
If milder means shall fail, the conmianding general
will order tlu' destrui'tion or seizure ()f all honses, harns, ])ro\ isions, and other ])roperty helonging to disloyal [H'rsons in those i)ortions of the Stati' which are made the
hannts of guerrillas.

To enahle them to protect themselves from violence, and to aid the troops when
necessary, all loyal and i)eaceal)le citizens in Missouri will bei>ermitted to bear arms.
As far as practicable arms which have heretofore been taken from such citizens will
be returned to them.

By connnand

of jVIajor-Cieneral Scholield:

C.
Axftlstdut

DISTRICT OF

Til

10

W. Maksh,

Adjutant-General.

ROUDER.

On tlio (lato of tho order (luoted tihovc Auti'iist 25, 1803, Brig', (ten.
Thonia.s Kwiiio-, ooimnaiKlino- the Disti-ict of the Border, isisued from
his lieadqiijirters at Kansas City. Mo., a g'eneral order ro(iiiirino- all of
the inhahitants of certain ooimtios and districts to remove from their
homes within tifteen da3\s from the date of the order. This order
reads as follows:
General
No.

Ohdicus,
11.

)
I

IIeaixjiakteks District of tuk lioROKit,
A'((H.sw at;/, Mo., August -^5, 1S63.

All persons living in .hickson, Cass, and Bates counties, jNIc, and in that part
in this district, except those living within one mile of the limits of
Independence, Hickman Mills, Pleasant Hill, and Harrisonville, and except those in
that part of Kaw Township, Jackson (V)unty. north of Brush Creek and west of the
Big Blue, are henOty ordenul to remove from their present places of residence within
tifteen days from the date hereof.
Those who, within that time, establish their loyalty to the satisfaction of the conunanding otlicerof tlu' military station nearest their
present places of residence will receive from him certificates stating the fact of their
loyalty, and the names of tlu' witnes.ses by whom it can be shown.
All who receive
such certilicates will be permitted to removi' to any military station in this district,
or to any part of the State of Kansas, except the counties on the eastern liorder of
the State. All others shall remove out of this district. Officers commanding companies and detachments .serving in the counties named will see that this paragraph is
promptly oln-yed.
II. All grain and hay in the field or under shelter in the district from which the
inhabitants are re(|uired to remove within reat'h of military stations after the Htli day
of Septendu'r next will be taken to such stations and turned over to the ]>roper officers there, and report of the amount so turned ovi'r made to distfict headtiuarters,
specifying the names of all loyal owners and tlie amount of such produce taken from
them. AH grain and hay found in such district after the 9th day of September next
not convenient to such stations will be destroved.
I.

of

Vernon included

By order

of

Brigadier-Cu'neral Kwing:

H. Hanxahs,
Act till/
[Official

AnKixtaiit Adji(tat)t-(ie)ieral.

Records of the Union and Confederate .Vrmies, Series

I,

Vol.

XXII, Part

II, p. 473.]

This order followed a few days after the burning of the town of
Lawrence, Ivans., and the massacre of its inhabitants by o-uerrilla bands
from th(» ))order I'ounties of Missouri. C'oncernino- the conditions
which j)roin]it(Hl its issue (Jeneral Ewino- wrote:
IIeai)<.u"arters District ov

Kansas
Col. C. W. Marsh,
Assistant A(ljutant-(ieni'r<(l, Dcpartnunt of

t}ir

CIti/.

Missouri,

St.

the Border,

M<>., Aiaj/nst .iJ, 1863.

Louis, ^[o.

Sir: Some commanders of detachments engaged in the iniivnit of tiuantrill are still
out after his scattered forces.
In advance of their return I submit a report of the
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raid,

which,

in !-!Oine respects,

may

be

delicieiit for

want

167
of olheial information

from

tlieni.

Three or four times this smnmer the guerrillas have assembled to the number of
hundred within twenty or thirty miles of the Kansas liorder. They have
threatened, alternately, Lexington, Independence, Warrensburg, and Ilarrisonville,
and fiequent reports have reached me from scouts and si)ies that they meant to sack
and destroy Shawnee, Olathe, I'aola, Mound City, and otiier towns in Kansas near
several

******

the eastern border.

*

On

the 25th instant I issued an order recpiiring all residents of the counties of
Jackson, Cass, Bates, and that i)art of Vernon included in this district, except those
within one mile of the limits of the military stations ami the garrisoned towns, and
those north of Brush Creek and west of J>ig I>lue, to remove from their present
places of resident-e within lifteen days from that date; those who ])rove their loyalty
to be allowed to move out of the district or to any military station in it, or to any part
of Kansas west of the border counties; all others to move out of the district.
When
the war broke out, the district to which this order ai>plies was peopled Ijy a community three-fourths of whom were intensely disloyal.
The avowed loyalists have been
driven from their farms long since, and their houses and improvements generally
destroyed. They are living in Kansas and at military stations in Missouri, unable
to return to their homes.
None remain on their farms t)ut rclw-ls and neutral families; and practically the condition of their tenure is that they shall feed, clothe, and
shelter the guerrillas, furnish them information, and deceive or withhold information
from us. The exceptions are few, perhaps twenty families in those i)arts of the
counties to which the order api)lies. Two-thirds of those who left their families on
the border and went to the rebel arnnes have returned. They dare not stay at home,
and no matter what terms of anmesty may be granted, they can never live in the
country except as brigands; and so long as their families and associates remain, they
will stay until tlie last man is killed, to ravage every neighborhood of the border.
With your approval, J was about adopting, before this rai<l, measures for the removal
of the families of the guerrillas and of known rebels, under which two-thirds of the
families affected by this f)rder would have been compelled to go.
That order would
have been most dithcult of execution, and not half so effectual as this. Though this
measure may seem too severe, I believe it will prove not inhuman, but merciful, to
the noncombatants affected by it. Those who prove their loyalty will hnd houses
enough at the stations, and will not be allowed to suffet* for want of food. Among
them there are but few dissatisfied with the order, notwithstanding the present
Among the Union refugees it is regarded as the best assurance
hardsliip it imposes.
they have ever had of a retui'u to their homes and jtermanent peace there. To obtain
the full military advantages of this removal of the jjeople, I have ordered the destruction of all grain and hay, in shed or in tlie field, not near enough to military stations
for removal there.
I have also ordered from the towns occui)ied as military stations
a large number of persons, either openly or secretly disloyal, to prevent the guerrillas
getting information of the townspeople which they will no longer be able to get of
the farmers. The execution of these orders will jKJSsibly lead to a still fiercer and
more active struggle, refpiiring the best use of the additional trooi)S the general commanding has sent me, but will soon result, though with much unmerited loss and
suffering, in j)utting an end to this savage border war.
I am, i-olonel, very respectfully, your ol)e<lient servant,

Thomas Kwino,
[Ibid., Vv»l.

XXII, Bart

I,

Jr., Br'niddier-Cleneral.

pp. 579-585.]

On the same .sii})ject, Major-General Schofielcl, commandinu- the
Department of the Missouri, stated in a letter to the Adjutant-Cieneral
of the

Army:
Heajwh'ahi'ers Dei'art.ment of the Missouri,
St. Louix, Mo., September 14, 1863.

Col. E. D.

TOWNSENO,

AmMdnt

Adjutant- (J eneml, Wat^ltingtov,

1).

('.

Colonel: I have the honor to forward heri'with, for the information of the
General in Chief, Brigadier-General Ewing's report of the burning of Lawrence,
Kans. and massacre of its inhabitants, aixl of the ojierations of his troops in the
pursuit and jiunishment of the rebels and assassins who committed the atrocious deed.
Immeiliately after his return from the jmrsuit of C^uantriil, on the 25th of August,
General Evving issued an order depopulating certain counties, and destroying all
forage and subsistence therein.
The reasons which led him to adoi)t this severe
measure are given in his report.
The people of Kansas were, very naturally, intensely excited over the destruction
,
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of one of tlieir fairost towns, and the murder of a larjje nuni))er of its luiarnied citizens, and nian\- of them called loudly for venjieance, not only u]>on the perj)etrators
of the horrible crime, but also upon all the people residinij in the western counties
of Missouri, and who were assumed to be more or less guilty of aidin^i the criminals.
It \v(tuld lie greatly unjust to the ])eoplc of Kansas, in treneral, to say that they
shared in tiiis dt-sire for indiscriminate vengeance; l)ut there were not wanting
unprinci|)leil leaders to fan the tlaiue of poi)ular excitement and ^oad the jieople to
madness, in the hope of (here))y accomplishing theii' own seKish ends.
On the L'lith of Au>j;ust a mass meetin>; was held in the city of J^eavenworth, at

which it was resolved that the people should meet
armed and supplied for a campaijjn of fifteen days,

at Pattla on the 8th of Septend)er,
for the i)urpose of entering; Missouri to sean-h for tiieir stolen property anil retaliate upon the i>eople of Mi.ssouri
for the outrages conunitted in Kansas.
Tliis meeting was addressed by some of the
leading men of Kansas in the most violent and inlhunmatory manner, and the
temiK'r of these leaders and of thi'ir followers was such that tlu're seemed to be great
danger of an indiscriminate slaughter of tlu- jn'ople in westi-in .Missouii, or of a collision with the troops, under (ieneral Kwing, in tlu'ir efforts to ])revent it.
Under
the.se circumstances,
di'termined to visit Kansas and western Missouri for the purpose of settling the diiliculty, if j)ossible, and also for the jmrpose of gaining more
accurate information of the condition of the l)order counties of Missouri, and thus
making myself able to judge of the wisdom and necessity of the si'vere measures
which had' been adopti'd by (ieneral Ewing.
I
arrived at Leavenworth City on tlie 2d of Sci)tembei' and obtained an interview
with the governor of the State and other prominent I'iti/.ens.
1
found the governor
and his sui)porti'rs o|)posed to all nnauthori/,ed movement on tlu' part of the jH'ople
of Kansas, and willing to cooi)(>rate with me
restoi'ing (luiet and in proxiding for
future security.
then sought and obtained an interview with the llwn. ,1. 11. Lane,
1
United States Senator, who was the recognized leader of those engaged in the Paola
movement. Mr. Lane explained to me his views of the necessity, as he believed, of
making a large jiortion of western INIissouri a desert waste, in order that Kansas
might be .secure against future invasion. He ]>roposed to tender to the district ccnnmnnder the services of all the armed citizt'us of Kansas to aid in executing this
policy.
This, 1 informed him, was im})ossible; that whatever measures of this kind
it might be necessary to adojjt nnist be t-xecuted by United States troops; that irresponsibl(> citizens could not be intrnsti'd with the dischargeof such duties.
ll(>then
insisted that the i)eople who might asseml)U' at Taola should b" jiermitted to enter
Missouri "in search of tlu'ir stolen iirojjerty," and desired to ])\iuv them under
1

m

my

command, he (General Lane) pledging himself

that they should strictly confine
them.selves to such search, abstaining entirely from all mdawfulacts.
(u-neral Lane
profes.sed entire confidence in ins ability to control, absolutely, the enraged citizens
who might volunteer in such enterprise. I assured Mr. Lane that nothing would
afford me greater pleasure than to do all in my j)ower to assist the outraged and
despoiled peojile to recover their property, as well as to i>uuisli their des])oilers; but
that the search proposed wouM be fruitless, because all the valuable property which
had not already been recovered from those of the roljbers who had been slain had
been carried by the others far beyond the border counties, and that
had not the
sliglitest faith in his abilit)' to control a mass of peo])le who might choose to a,«semble
under a call which jmimised the linest po.ssible oi)portunity for plunder, (ieneral
Lane desired me to consider the matter fully, and inform him as soon as possible of
decision, saying if I decided not to allow the ]>eoj)le the "right" which they
claimed, he would a])peal to the President. It was not ditlicult to discover that so
absurd a i>roposition as that of Mr. f.ane could not have bi'en n>.ade in good faith, nor
had 1 nuuh diiliculty in detecting the true object which was proposed to be accomplished, which was to obtain, if ]iossible, my consent to accejit the services of all
who might meet at Paola and take tlu'm into Missouri under my connnand, wIhmi I,
of course, would be held responsible for the murder and robbery which nuist necessarily ensue.
J soon beca'ue satisfied that, notwithstanding I\lr. Lane's assertion to the contrary,
he liad no thought of trying to carry out his scheme in opposition to my orders, and
that the vast majority of the people of Kan.sas were entirely oj^posed to any such
movement. On the 4th of .SeptiMuber
published an order, a co]iy of wliich is
inclo.sed, prohi])iting armed men, not in the military st'rvice, from jtassing from one
State into the other, and sent a sullicient force along the State line to enforce the
order against any who might bi' disposed to di.sobey it.
The people ()uietly ac(iuiesced.
The Paola meeting, which had promised to be of gigantic pro]>ortions,
dwindled down to a few hundreil people, who spent a rainy day in listening to
speeches and passing resolutions relative to the Senator from Kansas and the commander of the Department of the Mis.souri.
I

my

1

*
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*

*
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Not the least of the objects of my visit to the border was to see for myself the
condition of the border counties, and determine what modification, if any, ouj^ht to
be made in the ])olicy which (ieneral JOwing had adopted. I .spent several days in
visitin<; various ])oints in the counties affected by (ieneral Ewinji's order; and in conver.«in<i: with the people of all shades of politics who are most deeply affecte<l by the
jneasures adopted, I became fully satisfied that the order depopulating certain
counties, with the exce|)tion of specified districts, was wise and nece.ssary.
That
portion of the order which directed the destruction of property I did not approve,
and it was modified accordingly.
The evil which exists ujjon the border of Kan.sas and Missouri is somewhat different in kind and far greater in degree than in other parts of Mis.souri.
It is the
old l)order hatred intensified by the rebellion and by the murders, robberies, and
arson which have characterized the irregular warfare carried on during the early
periods of the rebellion, not only by the rebels, ))ut by our own troops and people.
Tli(^ effect of this has been to render it impossible for any man who o[)enly avowed
an<l maintaineil his loyalty to the (Tovernment to live in the border counties of Missouri outside of military jjosts.
A large majority of the people remaining were
open rebels, while the remainder were compelled to abstain from any word or acts
All were practicallv enemies
in opposition to the rebellion at the peril of their lives.
The latter found no diffiof the Government and friends of the rebel guerrillas.
culty in supjilying their connnissariat wherever they went, and, what was of vastly
greater importance to them, they obtained prompt and accurate information of every
movement of our troops, while no citizen was so bold as to give us information in
regard to the guerrillas.
In a country remarkably well adapted by nature for guerrilla warfare, with all the inha1)itants practically the friends of the guerrillas, it has
been found impossible to rid the country of such enemies. At no time during the
war have these counties been free from them. No remedy shoit of destroying the
source of their great advantage over our tr()Oi)s could cure the evil.
I did not approve of the destru(;tion of proj>erty, at first contemplated by General
Ewing, for two reasons, viz, I believe the end can be accomplished without it, and
it can not be done in a reasonable time so effectually as to very much embarrass the
guerrillas.

The country is full <jf hogs and cattle, running in the woods, and of i)otatoes in
the ground and corn in the field, which can not be destroyed or moved in a reasonal)le

time.

hope the time is not far distant when the loyal people can return in safety to
their homes, ami when those vacated by rebels will be purchased and settled by
people who are willing to live in peace with their neighltors on V)oth sides of the
I

line.

The measure which has been adopted seems a very harsh

on.e;

Imt, after the full-

examination and consideration of which I am capable, I am satisfied it is wise
and humane. It was not adopted hastily, as a consecjuence of the Lawrence massacre.
The subject had long been discussed l)etween (ieneral Ewing and myself, and
its necessity recognized as at least jirobable.
I had determined to adoi)t the milder
policy of removing all families known to l)e connected with or in sympathy with the
guerrillas, and hacl commenced its execution before the raid ujjon Lawrence.
The
utter impossibility of deciding who were gi ilty and who innocent, and the great danger of retaliation by the guerrillas upon those who should remain, were the chief
reasons for adopting the present policy. In executing it a liberal test of loyalty is
adopted. Persons who come to the military posts and claim protection as loyal citizens are not turned away without perfectly .satisfactory evidence of disloyalty.
It is
the first opi)ortunity which tho.se people have had since the war Ijegan of openly
proclaiming their attachment to the Union without fear of rebel vengeance.
est

X-

I

-X-

*

*

*

*

*

am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. ScnoFiELD, Ma/ur-Grnrral.

[Ibid.,

PI).

572-575.]

On November 18, 1863, General P]wing, having in contemplation the
return to their homes of the loyal residents of the l)order counties,
telegraphed Major-General Schotield as follows:
K.\NS.\s [GiTv], Xoventher 18, 1863.

M. Schofikld, SI. Louis:
endeavor to get the settlements

Maj. (xen.

J.

I shall
in neighborhoods where men can maintain'
military organizations.
It is im])ortant to provide my [by] order for the organization of small companies to whom issues should be made of guns and pistols and cloth-
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There Avill be about 300 of such rehable men in the three counties.
provide in the order for such organization and issues?

ing.

Thomas Ewing,
[Book No.

To

407,

Department

Jr.,

Shall I

Brigadivr-dmeral.

of the Missouri, p. 164.]

this telegram General Scholiekl replied, also by t(>leo-raph, on the
date, authorizino- the organization of the border men into com-

same

panies of convenient size, as pro])os(>d by (leneral Ewing, stating that
he would recognize them as militia in active service and authorize the
issue of arms, clothing, and subsistence.
Following is a copy of General Schofiekrs telegram:
November 18, 1863.
Brigadier-General Ewing, Kansas City, Mo::
Organize the

men who

return to the border counties into comj)anies of convenient
recognize them as militia in active service and authorize
the issue of arms, clothing, and subsistence. I will send from here clothing for that
specific purpose.
J. M. ScHOFiELD, Major- General.
size, as

you propose.

[Book No.

108,

I will

Department

of the Missouri,

\).

261.]

On

the 20th of November General Ewing issued a general order
aimouncing the conditions under which former residents of the depopulated districts might return to their homes.
This order provided,
among other things, that all men permitted to return {l()y;i4»men only)
should l)e organized, as far as practicable, into companies of "militia
of the State in active service" for the protection of their homes against
the attacks of guerrilla bands.
Following is a copy of the order:

General Orders,

Headquarters District of the Border,
\
No. 20.
Kayisas City, Afo., November W, 1S63.
j
I. Loyal persons, formerly resident in that part of the district from which the
inhabitants were required to remove by General Orders, No. 11, may oV)tain permits
to return and safeguards for persons and i)roperty in the manner and on the terms
herein prescribed. Applications for such permits and safeguards will be made to the
officer commanding at one of the following stations nearest the applicant's jilace of
residence, to wit, Westport, Independence, Hickman Mills, Pleasant Hill, Harrisoiv
ville. Trading Post, and must be accompanied with satisfactory proof of the uniform
loyal conduct and reputation of the ajijilicants.
When the applicant is the head of
a family, the permit or safeguard will name the ajiplicant and the nonadult children
of the family.
Each adult of a family will make separate i>roofs and receive a separate permit and safeguard.
The commanding officer of each of the stations named
will keep a record of the names, ages, and places of residence of persons to whom
such permits and safeguards are issued V)y him, and of the persons by whom their
loyalty is shown, and also, in like manner, a record of persons to whom he refuses to
issue such permits and safeguards.
Transcripts of the record will l)e sent to these
head((uarters from time to time with the trimonthly reports.
Such i)ennits and safeguards will be in the form hereinafter jirescribed. When proof is made in any case
to the satisfaction of the station commander, he will fill up carefully the blanks in
such form, and sign the permit and safeguard, and forward the same to these lieadquarters for the ai)proval of the general connnanding.
No such permit and safeguard will l)e valid without such approval indorsed ujion it. Save in exceptional
instances, such jiermits will not be given at present to persons owning no lands or
crops or havin<i no sufficient means of support in the district named, nor to persons
living in the timber more than three mik's distant from any station, nor to ])ersons
having near relatives or connections in the rebel service. Where in their judgment
such exceptions should l)e made, commanders of stations will send to these headquarters, in writing, the reasons for such exception.
II. If any person in the military service of the United States shall knowingly and
willfully commit any act of injury to the person or property of any resident liolding
such safeguard, he shall be arrested and sent here for trial by court-martial for the
offense of forcing a safeguard, which is one of the gravest in the Articles of War.
If
any person not in the military service of the United States shall knowingly and
willfully connnit such act of injury, he shall be arrested and sent here for trial by
military commission.
A\'hen any person holding such safeguard or permit shall

)
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willfully violate any one of the conditions on which it is given, such person shall be
arrested and sent here by the nearest station coinmander for trial and punishment.
In case the person so oflEending is a woman, and the head of a family, she shall be
ordered out of the district by such commander, and failing to go, wiH be sent here
W'ith her family for removal.
III. If any person or persons shall settle in the district

named without such permission in writing being first regularly obtained, such person or persons will be
notified by the nearest station conmiander to leave the. district, and on failure to do
so Avill 1)6 arrested and sent here for removal.
IV. The requisite authority having been obtained, commanders of stations named
above will cause all the men who are allowed to return to be organized, as far as
practicable, in companies in the several neighborhoods.
Each company will consist of
not less than thirty men, living within convenient distances of the place of rendezvous, and arms, clothing, and rations will be issued to them.
They will be received
by the proper authorities as militia of the State in active service. The general commanding attempts this early settlement of the depopulated district at the urgent
solicitation of many loyal men, who are now willing to try to live again at their
homes. He will aid th6m to the utmost with the troops under his command, and
assure them that no rebel families will be allowed to return to entice back and supBut, after all, the question whether the guerrillas can come
i:)ort the guerrillas.
back to resume their ravages, depends much uj^on the action of the loyal inhabitants
themselves. They must return to their farms, not as noncombatants, but thoroughly
armed and organized in each neiglgborhood. It is chiefly by such neighborhood
organization that they can hope to save themselves and their property, keep out the
guerrillas, and insure a permanent and prosperous resettlement of the border.
By order of Brigadier-General Pawing:
H. Hannahs,
Acting Asfiixtaid Adjutant-General.

(Here follows a form
[Official

Records

of

of the

permit and safeguard.

Union and Confederate Armies,

Series

I,

Vol.

XXII, Part

II, p. 713.]

On

the date of this order, November 20, 1863, a letter was addressed
to the military commanders at Harrisonville, Westport, Hickman Mills, Independence, Trading Post, and Pleasant Hill,
as follows:
He.\dquarters District of the Border,
Kansas City, Mo., November 20, 1863.

by General Ewing-

Commanding Officer of

.

Sir: I inclose you a copy of Order No. 20, and forms of permits and safeguards.
I
want you to devote your most careful attention to the due execution of this order, as
the success of the effort dei^ends chiefly on the manner of its execution.
Let no men of doubtful loyalty have permits. Give no permits under any circumstances to women of bad character, though they be loyal.
And, in fact, discourage
the idea of women going to places remote from the station unless they have visible
means of honest support. The great evil of the border was the multitude of lewd
women infesting it heretofore and attracting the guerrillas. That evil must not be
allowed to take root again.
In doubtful cases throw the doubt against the applicant, so that all may understand distinctly that this step is for the loyal alone.
If possible, get one or more companies organized to go out from the post and form
a nucleus for resettlement. The more of such centers of settlement that can be
established, the more prompt will be the resettlement of the country.
The men so
organized will be allowed all the time they can spare from the defense of their own
settlement to plow and cultivate the farm on which they live. They will be fed,
clothed, and armed (with pistols as well as rifled muskets) by the Government, and
will be received by General Schofield as State militia in active service, which will
entitle them to pay the same as other provisional companies.
I rely chiefly on the
organization of these companies for a successful resettlement of the border.
Do not fail to let me hear from you whenever any question of interest arises on
this subject.
1 am, very truly, yours,

Thom.\s Ewing,
Brigadier- General.

[Book No.

400,

Department

of the Missouri, p. 282.]

172

MISSOURI TROOPS

On

November

tho same date also,

General Schotield, requesting

a

UNION.

20, 1863, General Ewing- wrote to
clothing".
He said:

supply of

Kansas [City], November 20, 1863.
Major-General Schofield, (S'^ Louis:
Please have complete outfit of clothing for 350 border Missouri militia shipped at
once, invoiced to Capt. Theo. S. Case, district quartermaster, here.
When will it
be shipped?

Thomas Ewing,

Jr.,

Brigadier- General.

[Book No.

On

407,

Department

the 2d of

of the Missouri, p. 166.]

December General Ewing communicated

bj^ telegraph
with department headquarters relative to the muster in of the ])oraer
companies. Following is a cop}' of his telegram of that date:

Kansas

City, December

3,

1863.

Maj. O. D. Greene,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Missouri, St. Louis, Mo.:

By whom
under

companies be mustered? Shall those who organized
and have done service regularly, be mustered back to date of

shall the border

my order

commencement

No.

12,

of service?

•

Thomas Ewing,

Jr.,

Brigadier- General.
[Ibid., p. 169.]

To this telegram a reply was sent by direction of General Schofield
under date of December 8, 1863, as follows:
December
General Ewing, Kansas

City,

3,

1863.

Mo.:

The general commanding
assistant

commissary

directs that the border companies be mustered by your
of musters.
All will be mustered to cover their actual service.

O. D.

Greene,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Book No.

108,

Department

of the INIissouri, p. 279.]

here to be remarked that General Ewing's order No. 12, referred
to in his telegram of December 2, has not been discovered, but on
September 24, 1863, an order was issued by the commanding oflicer of
the post of Kansas City, "in pursuance of General Orders, No. 12,
dated headquarters District of the Border," directing the organization of the loyal citizens of the post into companies ""for the defense
of the station." Following is a copy of the order:
It

is

General Orders,

Headquarters

\

Post,

No. o.
Kansas Citi/, Mo., September 24, 1863.
i
I. In pursuance of General Orders, No. 12, dated headquarters District of the Border, the loyal citizens of this military post will be organized into companies, drilled
and armed for the defense of the station.
II. The loyal citizens of this station are called upon to organize themselves into
companies of not less than 40 nor more than 100 men, elect their officers, and report
to these headquarters, when they will be armed and equipped ready for service.
III. It is not the intention of the commanding officer of this station to use the
troops thus organized for active service except in case of emergency, and then only
for the defense of the station.
IV. The commanding officer of this station trusts that the citizens will see the
importance and necessity of this organization, and that they will respond to the call,
and by so doing avoid the necessity of more stringent measures to enforce this order.
By order of H. H. Williams, major Tenth Kansas Volunteers, commanding post:
I. :\I.

Lieutenant and

[Book No.

942,

Department

of the Missouri.]

Ruth,

I'ost

Adjutant.
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companies were as follows:
ILii'i'tHonvUle

Cohipuntes.

Capt. Alexander Kobinson's eompan\': This

company was accepted

into service December 24, 1S68, at Harrisonville, Mo., under authority
of Major-General Schotield. dated Novenilier 18, 18t)3, quoted above,
The records, however,
as a company of Enrolled Missouri Militia.
show that it w^as ordered into active service September 14, 18G3, and
continued in active service until March 12, 1865, when it w'as relieved
from duty. It was recognized by the State of Missouri as an independent company of Cass County Enrolled Missouri Militia, and was
majority of its members were over the military
paid by the State.
age and were mustered ''onl}- to secure for them the pay for services

A

rendered."
Capt. Elias P. West's compan}^: This company' was accepted into

December 25, 1863, at Harrisonville, Mo., under authorit}^ of
Major-General Schotield, dated November 18, 1863, quoted above, as
The records, however, show
a company of Enrolled Missouri Militia.
that it was ordered into active service September 14, 1863, and continued in active service until November 18, 1864, when it was relieved
from duty. It was recognized by the State of Missouri as Company
K, Seventy-seventh Enrolled Missouri Militia, and was paid by the
State.
A majority of its members were over the railitar}^ age and
were mustered "only to secure for them the pay for services rendered."
service

ITix-kman 2[!Ih Coinjxinies.
First Lieut. Jacob Axline's company: This company was organized
December 25, 1863, at Hickman Mills, Mo., under authority granted
by General Schotield to General Ewing, November 18, 1863, quoted
It was accepted into service Januar}^ 1, 1864, as a company
above.

A

large percentage of the men were
of Enrolled Missouri Militia.
over the military' age and were mustered ""only to secure for them
the pay for services rendered."" It was relieved from duty March
Although mustered in as an Enrolled Militia company, it
25, 1864.
was not recognized by the State authorities as a militia organization
and was not paid bv the State, but was paid l)y the United States
under special legislation of Congress, hereafter to be referred to."
Capt. David Tate's Company of ^Mounted Men: This company was
organized April 9, 1864, at Hickman Mills, Mo., ordered into active
service on the same date, and was relieved from duty March 12, 1865.
No specitic authority for its organization has been discovered. It
was not recognized b}" the State authorities as a militia organization
and was not paid by the State, but was paid by the United States
under special legislation of Congress, hereafter to be referred to."

Indejyendenee

Compan les.

Company A, Independence Home Guard, Enrolled Missouri ^Militia,
commanded by Capt. Peter Hinter: This company was organized
August 14, 1863, at Independence. ]\Io. was ordered into active service
August 17, 1863, at the place of organization, by General Thomas
.

Ewing, and was relieved from duty Februar\'
^Seep.

177.

17, 1864,

by the same

174

MISSOURI TROOPS

UNION.

This conipuiiy performod ouard and picket duty durinii' the
period of its service und was paid by the State of Missouri as a militia
organization.
Company A, Independence Citizen Home Guards: This company
was organized June 11, 18(54, at Independence, Mo., ordered into
active service June 14, 1864, and was relieved from duty December 14,
During- the period of its service it performed guai'd and picket
18(54.
duty and some scouting- during- the period of "Price's raid." It was
conuuanded l)y Capt. Peter II inter, but its persoimel is ditierent from
that of iho original com])anv commanded by that officer.
It was paid
by the State of Missouri as Missoui'i militia.
Company P, Citizen Home Chiards, Missouri Militia, commanded
b}^ Capt. Francis Little: This company was organized August 17,
1863, at Independence, Mo., was ordered into active service on the
same date, and was relieved from duty February 17, 1864, by order of
General Ewing. During the period of its service it performed guard
and picket duty at Independence. Mo. It was paid by the State of
Missouri as a militia organization.
First Lieut. William N. O. Moiu-oe's company (also known as
Wayne City Independent Company): This company was accepted
officer.

into service January 15, 1S64, at Kansas City, Mo., und«; authorit}''
of Major-Cieneral Schotield, dated Noveml)er 18, 1868, quoted above,
as a company of Enrolled Missouri Militia.
The records, however,
show that it was ordered into active service December 23, 1863, and
continued in active service until December 14, 1864, when it was
relieved from duty.
It was paid by the State of Missouri as a militia
organization.

Kansas

C!t)j Stidiot)

Guards.

Company A (Independent). Kansas City Station Guards, commanded
by Capt. Caleb A, Carpenter: This company was organized October 3,
1863, at Kansas City, Mo., under the provisions of General Orders,
No. 3, headijuarters Post of Kansas City, dated September 24, 1863,
quoted above. It was ordered into active service ori the date of its
organization and was relieved from duty July 9, 1864. As will be seen
from the text of the order the compan}^ was organized ""for the
defense of the station." It was not recognized by the State authorities as a militia organization and was not paid by the State, but
was paid ))y the Cnit(>d States under special legislation of Congress,
hereafter to

referred to."
City Station Guards, commanded by Capt.
Caleb A. Carpenter: This company was organized September 1, 1864,
at Kansas City, ISIo., ordei'ed into active service on the same date and
relieved from duty March 12, 1865.
It was not recognized by the
State authorities as a militia organization and was not paid by the
State, but was paid by the L'^nited States under special legislation of
Congress, hereafter to be referred to."
Comi)any B, Kansas City Station Guards. Missouri State ]\Iilitia.
commanded by Capt. James Hickman: This company was organized
October 3, 18(53. at Kansas City. Mo., by authority of Gen«>ral Kwing.
and apparently under the provisions of (teneral Orders, No. 3, headquarters Post of Kansas City, September 24, 1863. before referred to.
It was ordered into active service on the date of its organization and
was relieved from duty Julv 9, 1864. It was not recognized by the
l)e

Company A, Kansas

'See

p. 177.
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State authorities a>s a militia orgaiiization and was not paid by tbe
State, but was paid b}- the United States under special legislation of
Congress, hereafter to be referred to,"
Conipan}^ B, Ka)isas City Station Guards, commanded by Capt.

Rufus. Montgall: This company was organi;icod August 9, 1864, at
Kansas City, Mo., by authority of General Schotield, and was on active
duty from the date of its organization to March 12, 1S05. It was not
recognized by the State authorities as a militia organization and was
not j)aid b}' the State, but was paid l)y the ITnited States under special
legislation of Congress, hereafter to be referred to.*
(Company C, Kansas City Station Guards, commanded by Capt. Jesse
P. Alexander: This company was organized October 10, 1863, pursuant
to General Orders, No. 3, headquartei-s Post of Kansas City, September 21^, 1863, liefore referred to, was ordered into active service on
the date of its organization, and was relieved from duty -July 9. 1864.
It was again ordered into active service September 1, 1864, and continu(>d on active duty until March 12, 1865, when it was relieved.
It
was not recognized by the State authorities as a militia organization
and was not ]mid by the State, but w^as paid by the United States
under special legislation of Congress, hereafter to be referred to.''
Company I), Kansas City Station Guards, commanded by First
Lieut. William J. Gault: This company was organized October 3,
1863, at Kansas City, Mo., "under a general order from Maj. Gen,
John M. Schotield, United States Volunteers'' (evidently under the
provisions of General Orders, No. 3, headquarters Post of Kansas
City. September 24, 1863, l)efore referred to), was ordered into active
service on the date of its organization and was relieved from duty
July 9, 1864. It was not recognized by the State authorities as a
militia organization and w^as not paid by the State, but was paid by
the United States under special legislation of Congress, hereafter to
be referred to."
Company D, Kansas City Station Guards, commanded by Capt. B. F.
Newgent: This company (or "detachment,'' as it is designated in
the pay roll) was organized March 10, 1864, at Kansas City, Mo.,
ordered into active service on the same date, and relieved from dutv
March 12, 1865. No specific authority for its organization has been
discovered, l)ut it was evidently formed under the general authority
given to General Ewing to organize companies of citizen guards for
local service.
It was not recognized by the State authorities as a
militia organization and was not paid by the State, but was paid by
the United States under special legislation of Congress, hereafter to
be referred to."
Company D, Kansas Citv Station Guards, conmiandedbv Capt. B. L.
Riggins: This company was organized (or reorganized, as stated in the
roll) June 12, 1864, at Kansas City, Mo., was ordered into active service June 13, 1864, and was relieved from duty November 15. 1864.
During the period of its service it performed guard duty at Kansas
City and was employed in "digging trenches and throwing up breastworks preparing against an anticipated attack by Price's army." It
was not recognized by the State authorities as a militia organization
and was not paid by the State, l)ut was i)aid by the United States
under special legislation of Congress, hereafter to l)e referred to."
Company E, Kansas City Station Guards, commanded by Capt William O. Shouse: This company was organized June 13, 1864, at Kan'^

See

p. 177.
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was ordered into active service on the same date, and
from duty November 1<!, 1804. No specitic authority for
its oro'anization has t)een discovered, but it was evidently formed
under the o'eneral authority u-ivon to ( General Ewino- to or^-anize companies of citizen g-mirds for local service.
It was "on constant duty
during- Price's raid protecting commissar}^ stores, etc."
It was not
recognized by the State authorities as a militia organization and was
not paid by the State, but was paid l)y the United States under special
sas City, Mo.,

was

relie\'e(l

legislation of Congress, hereafter to be referred to."
Company E, Militia, of the Kansas City Guards,

Capt. Peter Causey: This

commanded by
company was organized June 13, ISO-t, at

Kansas City, Mo., "in pursuance of general orders, dated headquarters Fourth Subdistrict, District of Central Missouri, KansasCity, Mo., June 12, 1864."
No original record of this order has been
discovered, but the quotation on the roll reads as follows:
Those citizens wlio have not already enrolled themselves in either the Enrolled
Missouri Militia, Captain Carpenter's or Captain Hickman's c'onii)any, will immediately proceed to organize themselves into companies of 100, electing their own officers, and report to these headquarters in twenty-four hours.

This company was "'on constant duty as picket and station guard
from 13th day of June, 1864, to 15th day of November^ls64, and
during the time of Price's raid in the month of October, 1864, the
entire company was constantly engaged on fortitications."
It was
relieved from duty November 15, 1864.
It was not recognized by the
State authorities as a militia organization and was not paid by the
State, but was paid by the United States under special legislation of
Congress, hereafter to be referred

to."

Plrdsanf Inil Compaiv/.

Pleasant Hill Company, commanded by Capt. Andrew Allen: This
compan}' was accepted into service December 25, 1863, at Pleasant
Hill, Mo., under authority of General Schofield, dated November 18,
The
1863, quoted above, as a company of Enrolled Missouri Militia.
records, however, show that it was ordered into active service Septem])ei" 18, 1863, and continued in active service until November 18,
It was recognized by the State
1864. when it was relieved from duty.
of Missouri as Company I, Seventy-seventh Enrolled Missouri Militia,
and was paid by the State. A large percentage of its members were
over the military age, and were mustered "" only to secure for them the
pay for services rendered."
^YesfJJ<>^'f

Police Guard.

Capt. William A. He vis's company': This company was organized
October 9, 1S63, at Westport. Mo.; was ordered into active service on
the same date, and was relieved from duty July 9. 1864.
It was again
ordered into active service September 1, 1864, and relieved from duty

March 12. 1865. No specific authority for the organization of this
company has been discovered, l)ut it was evidently organized imder
General Ewing's (ieneral Orders, No. 12. which has not been found
of record.
It was not recognized by the State authorities as a militia
organization and was not paid by the State. I)ut was paid by the
United States under special legislation of Congress, hereafter to be
referred to."
"Seep.

177.
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The muster-in rolls of live of the companies whose histories are
given above, viz. those commanded l)y Capts. Alexander Robinson,
Elias P. West, and Andrew Allen, and Lieuts. Jacob Axline and William N. O, Monroe, indicate that it was the intention of the mustering
officer, who was a United States mustering officer, to muster the companies, which were designated as Enrolled Missouri Militia, into the
service of the United States.
It will be observed, however, that the
authority given by Major-General Schotield (November 18, 1863) for
their organization contemplated their recognition as "militia in active
service,'' and that it was General Schotiekrs intention to so recognize
them is shown l)v a certificate given by him in ISTU, when the question
of the payment of some of the companies organized ])y General Ewing
was pending in Congress. This certificate reads as follows:
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., May

28, 1870.

certify that the organization known as the "Kansas City Station Guards,"
called into service in the year 1863 by General Thomas Ewing, jr. under authority given
him. by me, and all other companies of Missouri militia called into service at the
same time and under the same authority, were intended to be placed upon the same
footing as to pay and allowances as other militia in active service.
The authority was given by me not only as major-general. United States Army,
commanding the Department of the Missouri, but as major-general of the State of
Missouri, commanding, by the governor's authority, all the militia of the State,
with full power to call into active service such portion of the militia as I might think
I

hereby

,

expedient.

Authority had Ijeen given by the National (xovernment to arm, clothe, and feed
such troops; but no provision of law had yet been made for their payment. Hence
pay was not promised them at the time of their organization. The same was true
of the enrolled militia generally.
The organization above named has, in my opinion,
the same title to pay, and from the same source, as other enrolled militia when in
active service.
J.

[E

M. ScHOFiELD, Major-General.

116, V. S., 1869.]

Consistently with the record and the views expressed by General
Schofield in the foregoing certificate, it was decided b\' the Assistant
Secretary of War, in 1895, that the companies designated above by
the names of their commanding officers were not in the militar}^ service of the United States, the action of the mustering officer evidenti}''
having been "a mistake on his part," and certainly, if intended to
muster the companies into the United States service, was without
authority, and therefore void.
(R. & P., 386101.)
It is now seen
that all of these companies, with the single exception of the company
commanded by Lieutenant Axline, were recognized and paid by the
State as Enrolled Missouri Militia.
By an act of Congress approved x\pril 12, 1871, the " Westport
Police Guards," "Hickman Mills Company,"" and the "Kansas City
Station Guards," were placed on the same footing as to pay and allowances as volunteers in the service of the United States. This act of
Congress is in terms as follows:
Be it enacted by the Senate and Houne of Representatires of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That the military organizations known as the " Westport Police
Guards," "Hickman Mills Company," and companies A, B, C, D, and E, of the
" Kansas City Station Guards," having been called into the service of the United
States, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three, in the District of the Border,
Department of the jMissouri, under authority derived from Maj. Gen. John M. SchoUnited States Army, be, and they are hereby, placed on the same footing as
pay and allowances as volunteers in the service of the United States.
Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the proper accounting officers of the Treasury
Department to adjust the accounts of all members of the above-described organizatield,

to

S.

Doc. 412
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tions, and, on jiroyentation of projterly anthenticatetl rollf^, t^howing the name.s of all
officers and men belonging to s^nch organizations and the term of service of each, and
of such other evidence as may be required to fully prove such service, the said
accounting otlicers shall pay the accounts out of any money in the Treasury not
otherwise a])i)ropriated: I'rorlded, Jioirerer, That this act shall not be so construed as
to entitle the nieniliers of said military organizations to bounty or pensions under
any law of the United States.

Approved, April

12, 1871.

[17 Stat. L., p. 641.]

It will be observed that this act speciticall}" provides that it shall not
be so construed as to entitle the members of the organizations referred

bounty or pension.
the companies for whose relief the legislation of April^
1871, was enacted, a former adjutant-general of the State said in an
affidavit dated January 3, 1870:
to to

As reoards

State of Missouiji, County of St. Louis:
John B. Gray, of St. J^ouis, Mo., who, being duly sworn according to law, dei)0ses
and says: That he was State adjutant-general of the State of Missouri during the
years of IHtilJ, 1S()4, and part of the year 1865. That the companies of troojjs called
the " Kansas City Station Guards" and "Hickman Mills Company," and the ''Westport Police Guards," organized by General Thos. Kwing, Jr., United States Army, in
October, 1868, were not formed under authority of the State of INIissouri, and made
no returns to the headquarters of the State of Missouri. That the ^ganizations
aforesaid were created and supported by the United States and were not subject ta
orders of State officers. Deponent further states that in the reimbursement made
by the United States to the State of Missouri by the operations of the act of Congress
of April 17, 1866, for moneys expended by the State of Missouri in support of her
militia during the war, the payment for the services rendered by the companies
aforesaid was not included, said companies never having been paid anything by the
State of Missouri, for the reason that they were not considered as State troops, as
heretofore stated; and ileponent further states that he acted as agent for the State of
Missouri in the matter of her reimbursement, presenting all of the claims to the commission appointed under the act aforesaid, as well as to the United States Treasury,,
and that he is i)ersonally knowing to the facts stated, and further deponent says not.
John B. Gray.

Sworn and subscribed
Mo.

to before

me

this 8d

day

of

January, A. D. 1870, at St.

Louis,

G. D. O. Kellman,
Notani Public, St. Louis L'oiiNti/, Mo.

[E116, V.

S.,

1869.]

be seen from the foregoing that the companies of Citizen
in the District of the Border were organized for their
own protection, or for purely local service, and that they were either
recognized and paid by the State as Enrolled Missouri Militia, or have
been paid ])y the United States, under special legislation authorizing
They were not in the
it, for thi! time the}' were in active service.
military service of the United States, either as volunteers or as State
It will

Guards formed

militia.

As shown in this paper there were twenty companies of Citizen
Guards organized in the District of the Border. These are all of which,
a record has been discovered.

DISTRICT OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURI.

Under date of September 13, 1863, an order was issued by Brig.
Gen. John McNeil, United States Volunteers, commanding the District
of Southwest Missouri, in which he authorized the loyal citizens of
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the district lo associiito thomselves together for the defense of their
homes and families ""against the hiwless invasion of guerrillas, or the
depredations of bushwhackers and horse thieves." Following is a copy
of the order:

General Orders,
No.

34.

"(

Headquarters District of Southwest Missouri,
Sprmgfield, Mo., Septnnher 13, 1863.

/

All loyal citizens of this district applying to these headquarters
their own defense, or to associate with their loyal neighbors for the
homes ami their families against the lawless invasion of guerrillas,
tions of bushwhackers and horse thieves, can have a ]iermit for that
I.

to caTry

arms

in

defense of their
or the depredapurpose on the
certilicate of any properly appointed provost-marshal nearest tlieir place of abode
certifying to their loyalty.
II. These certificates of loyalty will only be issued to those who have been actively
loyal during all the time of this rebellion; and to be loyal at these headquarters
means to have been an active and sympathetic supporter of the Government of the
Uniti'd States in all its measures to suppress this rebellion.
The citizen w'ho has
chosen the position of neutrality, ami who claims or has claimed to have "done
nothing on nary side," is not loyal and will not be trusted with arms.
III. When the inhabitants of neighborhoods associate under this order they will
select from their fellows a responsible citizen as captain, and such other officers as
may be necessary for a proper organization. A roster of the officeis and a roll of the
members will be furnishe<l to the district provost-marshal at Springfield, Mo., immediately after their associating forthe purpose indicated.
IV. These associations being expressly authorized for the defense and protection
of persons and neighborhoods from lawless violence in the absence of legally authorized force, it is distinctly announced that they will not l)e allowed to set on foot any
military expedition or enterprise, or to make prize of war for their own profit or
advantage. If assailed they must repel, pursue, and, if possible, destroy the assailing
foe.
If justly apprehensive of assault they can anticipate such assault by attack, and
do all such acts as would be justified in times of peace in protecting themselves
All such expeditions and their results will be reported
against lawless depredators.
to these headquarters, and all property seized will be turned over to the district

provost-marshal.
V. Violation of

tlie above orders will subject the parties found guilty to be treated
as bushwhackers, and it is to be distinctly understood that in issuing this order the
district commander has alone in view the protection of the loyal and peaceful citizens, and will, with all the power in his control, punish and repress lawless violence

and brigandism.

By

order of Brig. Gen. John McNeil:
[C. G. Laurant,]
Assistant Adjidant-Genei'al.

[Book No.

607,

Department

of the Missouri, p.

.'!8.]

Under authority of this order a compan}' or detachment commanded
oy Capt. T. J. Stemons, consisting of three officers and fourteen men,
was organized February 27, 18«)4, in Jasper County. It is evident from
the order that the detachment was organized solely for home defense.
It was not recognized or paid by the State of Missouri as a militia
organization, nor was it accepted into the service of the United States.
No record has been found that it rendered any service, either to the
State or the United States.
It is possible that other organizations were formed under the provisions of General Orders, No. 34, but no record of any such additional organizations has been discovered.
DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI.

un March

Gen. E. B. Brown, United States Volunthe District of Central Missouri, authorized the
organization of the loyal citizens of his district into companies
to
leers,

10, 1804, Brig.

commanding

'"'

:
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of law and order" and " t'oi' local defense
in an order of which the followino- is a

This was done

HEAIXtrAHTKKS DiSTKICT OK CeNTIIAI. MiSSOCHI,
Wdnr.HHbiiri/, Mn., March 10, ISG/f.
The |)r()tection of (he citizens of the country from the acts of had men demands
tiiat every- pers<in should l)e recjuired to assist in the reestahlishment of law and
order, and tiiat this may he the more effectually done, all male citizens caj)ahle of
handling a ^un who are known to he reliahle, honest men, and who will support and
defend the (lovernment of the Ignited States, will he organized into companies for
local defense and police.
Conunandin'r oliicers of the Second and Third Suhdistricts

CiENKKAL OkOEKS,
No.

"1

12.

(

competi-nt oliicers with suflicient force, to whom will Ix^ assifjned the
the citizens, and who will he stationed at centra! i)oints in the
vi(^iaJty of which there are a sutiit'ient numl)er of inhahitants to form com])anies.
As soon as tlu> lists of names, with tho.se of the officers .^elected, are made they will
ue forwarded to these headciuarters, and the requisite arms and ammunition will l)e
furnished. When the companies are organized and armed, one-tenth of the whole
number will he detailed by the commanding oliicers for ])atrol and jjuard duty. This
duty will be ^•onlined to the precincts within which the companies are organized,
and* t}ie (letidls may be changed every three days, so that the whole company will
be on iliity once in a month's time.
The detail will be increased when, in the opinion of the (company conmiander,
the public good demands it. In t'ase of danger the alarm will be given and every
man will be put under arms. Connnanding otHcers of companies will give timely
noticA' of the mnnber of the detail for patrol duty, so that the necessary arrangements
can be made to pri>m])tly comply with them, and do as little injury to })rivate interTill' oliicers will be elected in the same manner as is required liy
ests as possible.
law for the organization of the KnroUed ^lissouri State Militia. Maj. M. Chapman,
acting a.«sistant adjutant-general Fifth Military District, will have special charge of
As
the arming of this irregular force in La Fayette, Johnson, and Saline counties.
soon as the enrollment and organization of the iMirolled Missouri Militia is perfected,
the com]>anies on duty in obedience to this order will be relieved by companies of
will detail

duty of

enrollinji;

Enrolle(l ^lissouri Militia.

By

order of Hrigadier-General Brown:
.1.

H. Stegkr,

Asai.stnitl A(ljuJ<ntt-(ie)ii'rid.

Records

[OfHi'ial

Tart

II, p.

With

of the

Union and Confedi'fate Armies, Series

I,

Vol.

XXXIV,

508.]

reg'ard to the neces.sity for this org-anization, (xcneral
headcjiiarters, March 18, 186-1, as follows:

Brown

wrote to dopartinont

I

Maj.

(>.

IeA HJU AKTKKS DISTRICT OK CeNTRAI, MISSOURI,
Worroinhiir//, Mo., Marc}) 13, 1S64.
I

D. (^iREENE,

Adjulant-Geiirral, St. Louis, Mo.
have the honor to transmit, for tlu' information of the major-general
commanding, u'ueral Orders, No. 12, from these head(|uarters, ie(iuiring the citizens
The few guerrillas and Ijandits in the
to organi/A* companies for local jiolice duty.
country are in i)arties of from two to lifteen; though active scouts on loot in the brush
and mounted in the more open country have killed j-^cveral of them in the past twenty
days, and vvill cvt'iitually clear the country of them, yet it fails to inspire conlidence
and self-reliance in the peojile, and it is deemed liest to form these organizations
immediately. Tlu' enrollment of the Fnrolled Missouri Militia would be sutlicient
in the ixjjndous districts if it was or could lie completed soon enough to meet the
present emergency, but this would fail to afford the necessary jirotection in the more
Afisistaiit

Ma.ior:

I

(

sparsely settled districts, as the majority of alile-bodied citizens who are liable to
military duty have entered one of the armies, while the exempts, with those who
would pay. not liglit, would leave few or none for military service. These reasons
have thought it was neces.-ary to make a general organization of
will i-xplain why
the citizens of the district before the militia enrollment was completed. There is
this objection to a volunteer organizavion: The |)eople fear the vengeance of the
bushwhackers, and say they would be expo.scd to being made victims if they join in
an attcmj>t to drive' tlieinoiit: and in many localities no combined action could be
1

J
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it is compelled by military orders.
80 far as I can learn the ordernieets
with <reneral apprmal with the peojjle, and in some cases similar organizations have
been concurreti in by the general commanding.
I am, very truly, your obedient servant,

had unless

E. B. Browx,
Brigadier-General of Voltmieers, Commanding.
[Ibid., p. 589.]

On March 30, 1864, General Brown i.ssuod a suppleiuontarv order in
among other things, he announced that the organizations of

which,

by General Orders, No. 12, would he known as
Citizen Guards, and that as thev were intended simply as a "^citizen
patrol, for the protection of themselves and their homes," no claim
Folagainst the Government could arise on account of their services.
lowing is a copy of this supplementary order:
citizens authorized

General Orders,
No.

19.

\
I

Headquarters District of Central Missouri,
Warrembimj, Mo., March 30, I8G4.

The

I.

series,
II.

organization of citizens, as directed in General Orders, No.
from these headquarters, will be known as Citizen Guards.
Immediately upon the organization of a company and the election

12,

current

of officers,

thereof will report by letter to the commanding othcer of the subdistrict in which the company is organized, in order that the organization ami elec-

the

commander

tion of officers may be confirm-ed.
III. The reports will state the

number and kind of arms then in the possession
company, and will be accompanied Ijy requisitions for sufficient arms and
amnmnition to supply those who require them.
IV. All niembers of the Citizen Guards will be furnished by the district provostmarshal, on the approval of the subdistrict commander, with permits allowing them
to keep at their residence the requisite arms and ammunition.
V. As the organization is intended simply as a citizen patrol, for the protection of
themselves and their homes, no claim against the Government can arise from services
of the

rendered.
VI. It is earnestly enjoined upon all officers charged with the organization of this
force to admit of no person of doubtful loyalty or honesty becoming a member
tfius

thereof.

By

order of Brigadier-General Brown:
J.

II.

Stegkk,

Asxinlant Adintant-deneral.
[Ibid., p. 788.

On the date of this order General Brown addressed the governor of
the State, emphasizing the fact that the Citizen Guards were to serve
without pay, and rc((U(^sting that he be permitted to arm some of them
'^
from the ai-ms of the State."' His letter was as follows:
Headquarters District op Centra), Missouri,
Warrenshurg, Mo., March SO, 1864.

His Excellency Willard P. Hall,
Gorernor of Missouri, St. Louis, Mo.
have the honor to inclose to you an order directing the citizens to
organize Citizen Guards for local police. The duty will be performed without pay.
The order gives general satisfaction to honest men: the rogues do not like it. 1
respectfully ask that I may be permitted to arm some of the citizens who have none
from the arms of the State. The captains or leaders of the several companies will
make requisitions and receipts for them. The men who are elected and who will be
recognized as ca)>tains will be good, resj)onsible i)arties. None other will be received
into service.
This jiart of the State is very ([uiet.
^lore ground will be tilled this season than has been done since the war began.
I am, very truly, your oV^edient servant,
E. B. Broavn,

Governor:

I

Briij<tdier-General of ]'olunteers.
[Ibid., p. 787.]

No

reply to this letter has been discovered.

Commanding.
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object of the oroani/iition, (jicnerul

Headqiakteus Distkkt ok Centrai.
Wnrreiishin-;/,

W.

II.

Brown wrote,
MlSSUlIKI,

Mo., March 31, 1864.

LE(i(iETT, ES(1.,

Clerk of IlicLor;/ Conntji, ITcriiiHaf/r, Mo.

Ma.iok: Your coininunicatioii to the iiiajor-<;eneral (•oimiian(lin<( has been referred
You have mistaken the object of tlie order. It in to do just wliat you say
to me.
your pet)ple are now doinu; a ("itizen Guard organized for the purpose of jiroteeting
each otlier against bushwhackers, rol)bers, etc., while they till their lamls. None
will be in active service, unless they find it necessary for their own safety. They are
an orjjanized armed posse to assist in enforcing civil law, and intended for a temporary purpose, the same as you have now, l>ut organized, and for that reason more
livery honest man who understands the object of the l>anding of the citieffective,
zens together under this order most heartily approves it. Those who clamor against
It is just what you want to protec;t you
it have some ulterior object in most teases.
from the house burners, etc;., that you refer to. I hope,
old friend, to hear that
you are made the leader of a Citizen (luard, and that with the troops' assistance you
will fully protect yourselves without any ai)prehension of danger, and without preventing anj' citizens in Hickory County from raising their "craps" or attending to
their ordinary business.
1
am, very truly, your obedient servant,
E. B. Bkown,
Bri(/udier-G'e)u'ral of Volanteers.
[Ibid., p. SOI.]

—

my

Tn order that the citizens of the District of Central jNIissouri might
distinctly inulerstand their position in '" assisting' to maintain peace and
in securin<4' ])rotection to life and propei'ty.'" the following order was
issued by Major-CJeneral IMeasonton, then conmianding the district:

General Okoeks,
No.

42.

1

IlEAnurAKTEHs Distkict of Central Missouri,
WarrensJrarg, Mo., July 39, 1864.

/

The disturbed

state of affairs in this district requires that the citizens should distinctly understand their position in assisting to maintain peace and in securing proTwo classes of citizens only will hereafter ])e recognized
tection to life and property.
All persons whose services
at these headijuarters, viz, the loyal and the disloyal.
are require<l in their res])ective districts for the Citizen (iuard or other military organizations, and who refuse to serve, or who endeavor to excite insubordination and
discontent in those connnunities, will be considered disloyal. They will l)e arrested
by the i-ommanding officers concerned and si'ut under proper guard to these headquarters, to be tiansferred out of the country or otherwise dis])osed of as may be
decided on. Alii>ns as well as others are exi)ected to show a willingness to defend
their own projierty, and will l)e required to do so by joining some of the military
organizations foi' that puri>ose or they will l)e obliged to leave this district.
By order of ^Nlajor-Cieneral I'leasouton:
J. II. Steuer,
Amsitant Adjutant- dcncnd.

[Ilnd., Series

I,

On October

Vol.

XLI, Part

II, p.

456.]

1864, a general order was issued by Major-General
command of the Department of the Missouri, and
also in command of the militia of the State, in which it was announced
that ""all citiz(Mi organizations for local defense"' would be "legalized
both for St;ite and United States service'" by l>eing denominated "Provisional Enroihul Militia.'"
Tnder th(» ])ro\ isions of that order the
Citiz(Mi (luard organizations of the District of Central Missouri were
discontinued, with :i view to the reorganization of their memb(>rs into
companies of Provisional EnroUed Militia. This was done in an order
from headquarters of the district, chited January 12, 1865, of which
the followinii' is an extract:
I),

Rosecrans, then in

*******
CITIZEN GUARDS.

General Ohders,
No.
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tinued,

2.
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Headquarters District of Central Missouri,

Warrensburg, Mo., January 12, 1865.

j

The organization in this district known as Citizen Guards is hereby disconand the members thereof will be organized in conformity to the foregoing

orders [G. 0., No. 192, headquarters Department of tlie Missouri, dated Octo])er 9,
Commanding officers of the Citizen Guard organizations will turn over the
1864].
public arms in their possession to the nearest post commander, who will transfer
them to the district ordnance depot at Jefferson City, Mo.

*****

X-

By

*

order of Col. John F. Philips, commanding:

Acthtg
[Ihid., Series

I,

Vol.

XLVIII, Part

I,

p.

A. R. CONKLIN,
Adjutant-General.

Assi.'^tant

500.]

be seen from the foregoing that the Citizen Guards of the
District of Central Missouri, organized under the provisions of General Orders, No. 12. of March 10, 1864, were formed solely for home
protection, and were expected to serve without pay.
They were not
'recognized by the State of Missouri as militia of the State and were
not accepted into the military service of the United States. No record
has been found of any military service rendered by them, either to the
State or the United States.
It is shown by the records that sixty -five companies of these Citizen
Guards were organized, the designations of which, by the names of
their respective commanders, will appear in an accompanying schedule.
It is also shown by the records that one company of Citizen Guards
(commanded by Capt. E. S. Hoge) was organized at California. Mo.,
under authority of General Orders, No. lOT. of June 2S, 1861, headquarters Department of the Missouri, and General Orders, No. 42, of
July 29, 1864, headquarters District of Central Missouri. The firstmentioned order provided for the formation of companies of Provisional Enrolled Militia; the second order, quoted above, did not
authorize the formation of companies of any class. The company was
not recognized by the State as a militia organization and evidently
should be classed among the organizations formed under General
Orders, No. 12, District of Central Missouri, providing for the enrollment of the Citizen Guards, and it has been so classed in the schedule
and in the above enumeration.''
It will

DISTRICT OF

NORTH MISSOURI.

•

On July 20, isoi. Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, United States Volunteers, commanding the District of North Missouri, issued an appeal
to the loyal men of the district ''to rally for the protection of life and
propert}', and the extermination of the Confederate guerrillas'' then
infesting northwest Missouri (Oflicial Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. XLI, Part II, p. 294).
In response to
this call the " citizen soldierv '' turned out "by the thousands '' (Ibid. p.
392), but as the companies formed under this call w<n-e, with one exception, classed as Enrolled Missouri Militia, and that one company was
disbanded for disobedience of ordei's (Ibid., p. 542), a further history
,

"For information relative to other companies of Citizen Guards organized in the
District of Central ^Missouri, see "Organizations under General Orders, No. 176,
Department of the Missouri, 1864," p. 187.

MISSOURI TROOPS

18-1:

UNION.

of the matter need not here be given.
No roU.s or other servnoe records
of the disl)!inded company have been discovered.
On September 2S, ls()4. durino- the invasion of the State by General
Price, General Fisk ordered the formation of a Citizen Guard for the
defense of the city of Glasgow.
Following is a copy of the order:

Headquartkrs United States Forces,

Special Field Orders, \
No. 6.
J
I.

and

Glasgov; Mo., Septeniher 28, 1864.

An

iiuinediate enrollment of every white male person, between the ages of 15
50 years, residing in Howard or Chariton Comity, within one mile of the city hall

in Glasgow, is hereby ordered.
Col. Clark II. (Greene and M. English are appointed commissioners of enrollment
and are authorized to appoint deputies and clerks in order to secure a speedy com-

pletion of the rolls.
All persons thus enrolled will be organized into a Citizen
of Maj. Jas.

W. Lewis

for the defense of
INIajor Lewis will

Guard under the direction
Glasgow.
be respected and obeyed as if promulgated
^

All orders issued by
district or post conmiandant.
By order of Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk:

by the

ThOS.
Lieutenant

[Book No.

661,

Department

and Acting

J.

TiDSWELL,

Jr.,

Assistant Adjvtani-General.

of the Missouri, p. 7.]

No

record has been found of the organization or service of any comIt is probable that if such a comas Enrolled Missouri Militia and
paid b}' the State.

pany of citizens under this order.
pany was formed it was classified

DISTRICT OF ROLLA.

Under date of January 23, 1865, Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown, United
States Volunteers, commanding the District of Rolla. issued a general
Older directing the organization of companies of Citizen Guards for
the purpose of defending themselves and their property " from thieves,
ro))l)ers, marauding l)ands, guerrillas, and rebels, and to more etfectualh' assist the civil officers and courts in the discharge of their duties."
Following is the text of the order:
(jEneral Orders, |
Headquarters District of Rolla,
No. 3.
Rolla, Mo., Jamiary 28, 1865.
In order that the citizens of this district may be enableil to cooperate in carrying
out the policy of the major-general commanding the Department of the Missouri, as
has been indicated in (general Orders, No. 7, current series, from his headquarters,
and thus defend themselves and their property from thieves, robbers, marauding
I

ban«ls, guerrillas, and rebels, and to
courts in the disi-harge of tlieir duties,

more effectually assist the civil otticers and
and by these means restore peace and(]uietto
the country, it is hereby ordered that all persons capable of handling a gun, and who
can be trusted with one, do form themselves into companies of Citizen Guards, composed of such numl)ers as may be most convenient for the protection of their immediate neighborhoods.
The basis of the organization of the companies as above
directed must be unconditional loyalty to the Government of the United States and
to that of the State of Missouri; a willingness to give an active cooperation to the
civil and military authorities in their efforts for the restoration of the civil law in the
land and safety to the i)erson and property of its inhabitants, and to assist in a war of
extermination, by lawful means, of all guerrillas, l)ush whackers, robbers, thieves, and
rebels, or other disturbers of tlie peace and (juiet of the country.
Without further
action from these headquarters, the peoi)le will immediately form themselves into
companies in the manner prescribed for the organization of the militia under the laws
of the State, nominate their otticers, who will make out muster rolls and forward
them for the approval of the general commamlingthe district, through the commanding officer of the nearest nulitary post or station, Mho will certify to the loyalty and
integrity of the officers, and, as far as ])racticable, of the members of such companies.
(ComIf the organizations are api)rovcd sj)ecial orders will l)e made contirming them.
pany commanders will forward in the same manner an application for permits for
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each niemV)er to keep or purchase arms and ammunition. No resident citizen in this
district will be allowed these privileges unless he is a member of a company of Citizen
Guards organized under this order by the 1st day of March next. All commanding
officers of posts or stations in this district will assist the people, as far as practicable,
in this enrollment and organization, and report all failures after rea,sonable time to
comply Avith this order. While the Citizen Guards organized under this order will
not be considered a regular military force, entitled to pay or other remuneration for
their services, yet they are so far hereby legalized as to make them subject to the
same laws, rules, and regulations, and are entitled to the same immunities as are
applicable for the police of the troops in the United States, and officers are expected
Any person who fails to enroll after receiving
to enforce obedience to their orders.
proper notice to do so, or, after enrolling, fails to assist in the common defense when
ordered, will be reported to these headquarters, and after an examination and proof
It is not expected that the
of his neglect of duty he will be sent out of the district.

Citizen Guards v/ill be on active constant duty, yet as many as may be deemed necessary are expected to ]iatrul the country, and thus be able to learn of the movements
As a general rule, one-tenth of the
of bad men and give the alarm if there is danger.
company should be constantly scouting, and give three continuous days each month
to this duty, so that, either in person or by substitute, each person will give one-tenth
of his time for the common good and have nine-tenths for himself, being in turn
guarded by his neighbor, but all to turn out in case of an emergency. The Citizen
Guards will thus become an organized armed posse comitatus, and can be made a
powerful auxiliary to the civil courts in the country, and at the same time relieve the
army of a large amount of laltor that legitimately belongs to the people to perform in
guarding their own firesides. Regular rations of subsistence will be issued to each
Citizen Guard while on active duty, to be drawn monthly by the company commanders on the usual provision return.
Ammunition in small quantities will be issued by
the ordnance officer, on the proper requisitions. The being a member of a Citizen
Guard Company will not exempt any person liable to do military duty in the militia
or volunteer service, nor will exemption from duty in the regular military service by
reason of age, physical disability, alienage, or other causes exempt any person from
duty as a Citizen (4uard. All authority heretofore granted from these headquarters
to any citizen of this district to keep arms or ammunition for their own use, who is
not now or does not become a member of a Citizen (niard Company by the 1st day of
March next, will be revoked, and the arms taken for the use of the guards. AH
arms, horses, or other proi)erty captured from guerrillas or other law])reakers by the
Citizen Guards will be reported to district headquarters, and an order will be made
giving the company making the capture the right to use the property until it is
required by the Government. (Jreat care nuist be observed in the organization of
the C^itizen Guard companies and the selection of the officers, else they may become, in
the hands of bad men, engines of oppression and a terror rather than a blessing to the
people.
Persons guilty of any irregularities will be severely punished. VVhile it
may be necessary in some cases to subsist on the country, it should not be done without providing compensation to the parties from whom it has been taken.
By order of Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown:
W. D. HlBHARD,
lurst Lieutenant and Adhig Assistant Adjutant- General.
[Official

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

I,

Vol.

XL VIII,

Parti,

p. 622.]

The General Oidei-s, No. 7, from headquarters Department of the
Missouri, cited in the order quoted above, reads as follows:
General Orders,

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
\
No. 7.
St. Louis, Mo., January 8, 1865.
It being the intention of the general commanding to employ every means in his
power for the purpose of ridding the department of bushwhackers, guerrilla bands,
and rebel emissaries, and of restoring and maintaining law and order, he deems
it proper to make known, in orders, to the citizens of Missouri, their duty in the
premises, and the requirements that will be exacted from them.
The experience of the past three years has clearly demonstrated the fact that the
bushwhackers and gueri-illa bands operating in this State congregate, dwell, and obtain
their support in disloyal counties and neighborhoods, where they are encouraged
and protected, and the efforts of the military forces to hunt thein down are often
rendered unsuccessful by reason of the deceptive and noncommittal course of the
i

resident disloyal citizens.
The general commanding desires

all

such citizens to distinctly understand that he
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intends, to the extent of his ability and power, to hold them to a strict accountability
for their every act of direct or indirect hostility to the Government, or that tends in
any manner to aid these outlaws.
ilencefoi-th, in order to merit and receive its aid and protection, citizens must, by
their actions, show to the (Joveriiment that they not only have no symjjathy whatever with bushwhackers and guerrilla bands, Initthat they are most earnestly opposed
to them, and they nuist, at the same time, give these outlaws to know that they
can not dwell in their midst and roam over entire counties, and abide in their
neighborhood unmolested and not reported.
Hereafter it w ill be re<iuired of citizens, in all cases, to report the passing \)y, the
congregating or (•ami)ing, near or upon them, the feeding, whether through fear or
force, or otherwise, of l>ush whackers, guerrillas, and any other knowledge they may
have relative to the whereabouts, doings, etc., of these outlaws. This report must
be promptly made to the nearest military authorities.
All citizens failing to report as above required will have their j)roperty seized and
themselves and families sent beyond the limits of this department; and those who
are found to have given direct and voluntary aid to bushwhackers and guerrillas
or rebels, will be arrested and banished, or tried by military courts for violation of
the laws of war.
Any person making any agreement with bushwhackers and guerrillas, or pretended rebel Ijands, for his own personal security or that of his family or pi'Oj)erty,
and who does not immediately report to the Federal authorities the fact of such
agreement, showing that it was made through force, need not exjTect any mercy at

the hands of the Government.
The disloyal residents of each county will be held to a strict accountability for
any injury inflicted upon loyal people thereof by bushwhackers and rebel marauders.
It is time that people wh(j have been allowed to live peaceably, enjoy ])rotection,
and grow rich under our Government, while they have given aid and cf)mfort to the
enemy, either directh' or indirectly, or by a noncommittal t-ourse of conduct, should
be ma<le to show their hands, and once for all to place themselves either in earnest,
practical sui)port of the Government or with its avowed enemies, so that we can
deal with them understandingly.
From this time henceforth district and subdistrict commanders and provost-marshals will report to these headquarters the names of all individuals and families who
are found to be guilty of aiding the rebellion, or of aiding or encouraging bushMhackers and partisan marauders, by such acts of commission or omission as herein
mentioned, in order that immediate action may be taken in their cases.
Those citizens who consider themselves so bound to their guerrilla and rebel
friends that they can not comply with the ivquirements of this order, and who
therefore ])refer to join their friends within the rebel lines, will, upon api)lication in
writing to these headcjuarters for that ])urpose, be given permission to pass beyond
our lines, with the privilege of taking with them sufficient of their personal property,
such as clothing, etc., to render them comfortable.
The military forces throughout the department are conunanded to respect the
cdvil law, and, when nevessary, to aid its officers, to refrain from all unauthorized
depredations, especially t^ commit no act through personal enmity, and to protect,
aid, and encoui'age all those who, by tlieir acts, uniformly show an ho)iest and earnest desire to supjKjrt the Government in putting d(^wn tlie rebellion and ridding
the country of bushwhackers and guerrilla bands.
By command of Major-General Dodge:
J. W. Barnes,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

be o)),servo(l that the Citizen (iuard companies authorized bj^
the order hr.st quoted were not, according- to the tenihs of the order,
to be considei-ed a reoulai' military fon-e, entitled to pay or other
remuneration for their services; that each man was to be furnished
with rations while on active duty; that mem))ership of the companies
did not exemi)t from duty in the militia or volunteer service, and that
such disal)ilities as usually exemi)t from military duty did not exempt
from duty in the CitiztMi (iuards.
The status of these local troops is obvious. They were simply citiThey
zens, organized for their own protection, to serve without pay.
were not of the organized militia of the State, tmd they were not in
the militarv scrvici' of the United States.
It will
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No record has been found of the service, if an}^ rendered by these
companies, but it is sliown that thirty companies had an organized
existence.
Of these, however, the organization of but twenty-one
companies was contii-med in orders from district headquarters as provided in the case of ''approved " companies. The compan}^ organizations not so confirmed will be indicated in the schedule accompanying
this paper.

ORGANIZATIONS UNDER GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 176, DEPARTMENT OF

THE MISSOURI,

1861.

Upon the invasion of the State of Missouri in September, 1864, by
the Confederate forces under Major-General Price, Major-General
Rosecrans, commanding the Department of the Missouri, issued an
address to "Missourians," in which he invited citizens not in the
Enrolled Militia to join the militia organizations called out in their
localities, or report to the nearest United States commander for such
duty as they could perform during the continuance of the "raid."
This address was published in general orders, dated September 26,
1861, of which the following is an extract:
General Orders,
No. 176.
Missourians:

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,

\

St.

i

Louis, Mo., September 26, 1864.

After two years of barbarous and harassing war, in which every
citizen directly or indirectly suffered loss of property, and many of life, you are
now invaded by Price and the recreant Missourians, who, in defiance of professed
principles, have been the chief cause of your sufferings and loss.
They bring with
them men from other States to plunder, murder, and destroy you for adhering to
the Government of your interests and your choice. Prepare for them the reception
they deserve. Make this raid fatal to the enemy and you will insure peace. Let
them succeed and you will almost ruin your State.
II. They boast of secret conspirators among you, who are ready to join them in
ruining you. Let no Missourian be found base enough to do it. Let every citizen
who has spirit and manhood to defend his own home offer his services. Citizens
not in the P^nrolled Militia or organized under General Orders, No. 107, can join the
militia organizations called out in their localities, or report to the nearest United
States volunteer or militia commander for such duty as they can perform during the
continuance of the raid. I look for a hearty response from all men who are true to
their State and Nation.
Bring arms if you have any, horses if you can ride, and
fight as scouts.
Let every arm be nerved, every brain acti' e.
I.

****)(**

By command

of

Major-General Rosecrans:
J. F.

Bennett, Assistant Adjutant- General.

On the same date, September 26, 1861, General Rosecrans issued
another order, in which he directed a partial suspension of business
in the cit}' of St. Louis to facilitate the work of organization for local
defense.
Following is a cop}' of the order:
General Orders,

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
\
No. 178.
St. Louis, Mo., September 26, 1864.
J
On the recommendation of his honor the mayor, and many leading business men
of the city, all public business will be suspended after 12 m. to-morrow to enable us
to complete our organizations for local defense, and so permit an active force to pursue the enemy.
Such business as is necessary to supply the daily wants of the people public
administration, banking and printing offices, manufactories which can not be stopped
without great damage are exempt from the operations of this order.
Exempts from the military service capable of defending their homes are requested
to organize under direction of his honor the mayor, who will be provided with
experienced officers to assist him in the organization.

—

—
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done should be done immediately, and with united energies. The
be completed in forty-eight hours, when business will be
Jjoyal exempts, let us hear from you.
is

organization should

resumed.

By command

Major-General Rosecrans:

of

J. F.

day

Bennett, Asf^hfanf Adjutant-General.

Rosecrans announcod Col. B, Gratz
Brown as a volunteer aide-de-cainp on his stall', for tenii)orarv duty, and
charo-i>d him with the oro-anization of the "'Militia Exempts.'"
(Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol.
XLl, Part III, p. 4(H;.)
On the 21)th of September the organization for local defense in the
city of St. Louis had so far progressed as to justify the general
resumption of business, and an order announcing that fact was accordingly issued from department headquarters.
In the same order Col.
B. Gratz Brown was assigned to the command of the Militia Exempts,
" oi'ganiz(Hl for special duty in the city of St. Louis." The order
reads as follows:
Oil

the,

foUowiiio-

General Okdkus,
No.

18;5.

(TOiioral

Headquakters Department of the Missouri,

\

St.

)

Louis, 3[o., September 29, 1864.

The organization of the citizens of St. Louis has so far progressed
may be resumed to-morrow morning; Init all business houses will

that busiclose at 3
m.,
daily,
until
further
orders,
give
for
to
opportunity
p.
drill.
II. Col. B. (iratz Brown,
volunteer aide-de-camp, is hereby assigned to the
immediate command of the Militia Exempts, organized for special duty in the city
of St. Louis.
By command of Major-General Rosecrans:
J. F. Bennett,
Asdstant Adjutant- General.
I.

ness
o'clock

On October 9, 1864, General Rosecrans issued his General Orders,
No. 192, in which he amiounced that all citizen organizations for local
defense would be legalized ])oth for State and United States service
by being denominated '•Provisional Enrolled Militia," and that to
legalize the issue of arms and supplies to the organizations of Militia
Exempts they also would be considered as having ])een formed under
the order ((}eneral Orders, No. 107, of June 28, 1864) which provided

for the organization of companies of Provisional Enrolled Militia."
Following is an extract of General Orders, No 192:

General Orders,
No. 192.

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,

\

St. Loui% Mo., October 9, 1864.
General Orders, No. 107, current series, from these headquarters, having been
pronuilgatetl to provide for local defense against l^ands of l)ushwhackers and other
disturbers of the public peace, and for the maintenance of law and order more effectually than could be done by calling out the Enrolled Militia, as well as to engage all
good citizens in the work, it is therefore ordered that all citizen organizations for
local defense in this State conform to the j)rovisions of that order.
II. These organizations will ))e legalized both for State and United States service
by being denominated " Provisional Enrolled Militia," and the company and regimental I'olls will stiite in the heading the object of the organization.
)

\.

*******

YI. When these organizations are thus formed, and the rolls approved by the
general commanding, the companies will be accepted, and their othcers connnissioned
as "Provisional Enrolled Militia," for the special purpose of local defense and the
preser\'atioii <»f law and order.
VII. Except in cases of extreme public danger, no organization thus called out
will be ordered to go beyond the limits of its own county, nor will it be permitted

'

"General Orders, No. 107,
Militia.

is

quoted in

full

under the

lieail

of Provisional Eiuv.lled
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to go into neigh))oring counties, unless to j)Uisne or meet marauders or other pul)lic
enemies, or to arrest fugitive criminals from its own county.
Vlll. To legalize the issue of arms, clothing, camp and garrison equipage, etc.,
to the organization of "Kxempts," formed during the recent raid, they may be considered as having l)een formed under (ieneral Orders, 'So. 107, and their rolls will be
entered at tlie 8tate headquarters, where they will be placed on the records of such
•organizations.
By order of Major-General Rosecrans:

Frank Eno, Amstant

Adjutant- General.

Fiv(» reuiinonts, two bntt;ilions, and several unattached companies
of Militia Plxonipts were speedily formed in the cit}' of St. Louis and
Concerning- this
vicinity, embracing- a force of more than .5,000 men.
force Colonel Brown reported, October 10, ISOI:

Headquarters City Guard,
St.

Louis, October 10, 1864.

Major-CJeneral Rosecrans,
Comiiiatidiii;/ Dejxirtiiund of

tlie

Mhwur't.

(Jeneral: Having volunteered my services to aid in perfecting the defense of the
city of 8t. Louis against a threatened attack from the hostile force now in the State,
I proceeded, in pursuance of (ieneral Orders, No. 179, from depaitment heafUjuarters,
to organize into com panics and regiments such of the citizens not inchnleil in any other
military organization as desired to take uj) arms and hold theuiselves in reailiness
The result I have now the honor to report to you in the shape of live
ior duty.
regiments, two battalions, and several unattached conqjanies, embracing a force of
more than 5,000 well-armed men, most of whom are familiar with drill, and many
•of whom have served out the period of their enlistments in the volunteer regiments
In regard to one of the battalions that formed at Garondelet
recently nmstered out.
it is proi)er to state that when reported for muster it consisted of from .SOO to 400
men, but owing to some misunderstanding on the part of those enlisted the organization has not yet been completed.
Subjoined will be found the oath which was
administered to these troojis by Major T^edergerber, assigned to these heacUjuarters
as nuistering officer, an<l also a roster of the command and map of the city showing
company locations. Authority has been given to form several comjmnies of Kxenq)ts
in the county of St. Louis, l)ut as they furnish their own arms and equipments it has
not been deemed necessary to include them in this enumeration. It was the intention to have organized also a l)attalion of colored troops, but so far only two conqianies have been reported, one of which, of eighty-seven men, is armed and nmstereil.
Brief as this report is, I can not conclude it without returning thanks to his honor.
Mayor Thomas, for a zealous, untiring cooperation in consummating this organization,
and also to the staff officers assigned to duty here, who have been constant in their
labor and attention.
Having performed the duty assigned me, and linding the emergency in whii-h
these troops were liable to be called out gone by, and the tax u])on my time greater
than is consistent with the proper discharge of other official labors, I ask to be
relieved from command.
The regiments are all provided with experienced officers
of their own selection, and any continuance of the organization that may be deemed
necessary to insure future safety to our city can be trusted to them with confidence.
Resjjectfidly, your obedient servant,
B. Gratz Brown,
Commanding CIti/ Guard.
the LTnion and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. XLI, Part
Volunteer Aide.-de-Cavip,

[Official Records of
III, p. 752.]

The oath administered to these troops, as shown
nished by Colonel Brown, was as follows:
I

do solemnly swear that

and that

I

will serve

I

])y

the copy fur-

will bear true allegiance t(j the United States of America,
faithfully for the defense of the city of St.

them honestly and

Louis against all their enemies or opi)Osers whatsoever, whether they be armed
rebels attacking the city or secret or open enemies attemjjting to menace the loyal
authorities of the city under any pretense whatsoever; and that I will observe and
obey the orders of the President of the United States and the mayor of the city of
St. Louis, and the orders of the officers appointed over me by the commanding
general of the Dejiartment of the Missouri, according to the rules and articles for
the government of the United State.«.
[Ibid., p. 753.]
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record has been found that any other organizations of Militia

Exempts than those reported by Colonel Brown were formed.

The

designations of the regiments and battalions are given in an accompanying schedule, the unattached (oni])ani(^s being mentioned therein
as the Tiiii-d liattalion (unorganiziMl). following the classitication given
in the oi'iginal list of organizations.
It will be seen that the '"Militia Exempts'' were organized for the
d(}fense of the city ol" St. Louis, and that to l(\galize the issue of arms and
the necessary supplies they were to l)e regarded as having been formed
under General Orders, No. 107, headquarters Department of the Missouri, of June 28, 1864.
That order provided for the formation of
companies of "Provisional Enrolled Militia," to be paid by the State
when actually on duty, with th(> approval of the governor. But it
was only to legalize the issue of arms and supplies that the Militia
Exempts were classitied as militia of the State, and this classitication
did not carry with it any promise of pay for any service that might
have been rendered l)y them. It does not appear, however, that they
were "actually on duty" or that they were paid by the State or the
United States. They were simply citizen guards, organized to meet
They were not in the milia possible emergency that did not arise.
tary service of the State or of the United States.
The records of the War Department atford very little information
relative to the formation of other local defense organizations under
the provisions of General Orders, No. 17t).
It is, however, shown by
the records ()78:i, V. S., 1872) that three companies were formed in
Johnson County, in the District of C-entral Missouri, commanded by
Capts. Emory S. Foster, William Fisher, and George S. Grover,
respectively, and that the former was assigned to the command of all
of the companies of Citizen Guards in flohnson Coimty, with the
nominal- raidv of major.
The order of assignment is as follows:
Special Orders,
No. 209.
*

1

HEAociUARTEns District op Central Missouri,

j

*

Jefferson City, Mo., Sej^femher 30, 1864.

.

*

*

*

*

*

com2. Emory S. Foster, of Warrensburg, is hereby assigned the command
panies of Citizen (Tiiards in Johnson County, I\lo., with the nominal rank of major,
and will be obeyed and respected accordingly.
By order of Brigadier-General Brown:
,T. H. Steger,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
[Book No. 553, Department of the Missouri, p. 158.]
of all

No record of the personnel of Fisher's or (trover's company has been
found, nor has any detinite record been found of the service, if any,
rendered l)y any one of these companies. The following corres])ondence on the general subject of the service of Citizen Guard organizations at Warrensburg, Johnson County, has, however, been discovered.
From William Fisher, captain, Home (xuai'ds:
Brigadier-General Brown, Sedalia:
Will you arm our company; if so, when?

Answer (juick.
[Book No. 546, Department

We

Knobxoster, September

27, 1864-

are ready to assist you

all

of the Missouri, p. 125.]

we

can.

: :
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From

Brig. Gen. E. B.

Brown:
Sedalia, September 27, 1864.

William Fisher, Knohnoster:
All the Enrolled Missouri Militia in Johnson County will lie called into active
Can not arm citizen organizations until the Enrolled Missouri
service immediately.
Militia are armed.
[Ibid., p. 126.]

From

J.

H. Steger, assistant adjutant-general:
Sedalia, September 29, 1864.

Maj. E.

S.

Foster, Warrensburg:

Have ordered all troops from Warrensburg.

Call out the Citizen

Guards and

militia

to defend the place.
[Ibid., p. 133.]

From

Brig. Gen. E. B.

Brown:
Tipton, September 29, 1864.

E.

S.

Foster, Warrensburg:

I have ordered Captain Case to send you fifty stand of arms that are at Sedalia by
passenger train to-night. I did not receive the provision returns.

[Ibid., p. 134.]

From George

S.

Grover:
Warrensburg, September

29, 1864-

General Brown, Sedalia:
As far as I can ascertain, none of the men on the rolls of Foster's and my company belong to the Enrolled Missouri Militia. At any rate, a great many are still
applying to get arms who are exempt from the militia, so that the companies will
doubtless be larger than reported by the time rations arrive. Alter remarks on rolls
from order 176 to order 107 this with Foster's knowledge and consent. Will send
requisition for your approval in the morning.

—

[Ibid., p. 135.]

From

Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown:

Warrensburg, September 29,

Emory

S.

1864-

Foster, Warrensburg

I have ordered
All the militia that can be brought into service will be, at once.
Captain Box back to Warrensburg with one company. You should have the citizens
make defenses in the town.

[Ibid., p. 138.]

From

Brig. Gen. E. B.

Brown:
Jefferson City, October

Maj. E.

S.

1,

1864.

Foster, Warrensburg

The enemy
them a fight.

moving toward this place; measures are taken to give
think tliey will be broken up before they get west of Sedalia. ColDon't let the
lect every aruied man in the county and be prepared to harass them.
enemy get the arms or horses of the Citizen Guards. If the enemy move west
you know how important it is that I should have information of their movements.
Chester will report to you.
are reported
I

[Ibid., p. 142.]

From

J.

H. Steger, assistant adjutant-general:
Jefferson City, October

Maj. E.

S.

Mount your command, but take an
citizens mav be secured
[Ibid., p." 146.]

From

1,

1864.

Foster, Warrensburg

from

accurate account of horses taken in order that

loss.

E. S. Foster:
Warrensburg,

General E. B. Brown:
I must have rations or
Wilson.
[Ibid., p. 146.]

I

can not stay here.

The

October

1,

1864.

returns were sent to Capt. B.

H.
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E. S. Foster:

Warrensburg,

October

1,

1864,

Brown:
Give me authority to mount

Brig. Gen. E. B.

my men and I will be able to be useful. I will keep a
I can start 200 men.
I got 60
correct account of all the horses I get and who from.
more guns here yesterday, making in all 120. Can you send me more soon; anyhow
three or four thousand rounds of ammunition, caliber .58? I will forward requisition.
Send commissaries. I am well fortified against infantry.
[Ibid., p. 146.]

From

Brig. Gen. E. B.

Brown:
Jefferson City, October

]Maj. E. S.

4,

1864-

Foster, Warr€ni<bu,rg:

Subsistence and arms loaded and will leave this morning.

All (juiet, as far as I

can get information.
[Ibid., p. 153.]

From

E. S. Fo.ster, captain,

commanding:
Warrensburg,

October 3, 1864-

General E. B. Brown:
I shall make every man leave this county who will not enroll in some organization
If vou have fatigue duty to do I can send them under guard to vou.
for defense.
[Ibid., p. 156.]

None of the companies mentioned above was recognized or paid by
the State of Missouri as militia of the State, nor was an}' one of fhem
recognized or paid by the General Go\'ernment as an organization in
the militar}' service of the United States.
Besides the Johnson County companies, it appears that one company of Citizen Guards was organized at Jefferson City, Cole County,
Mo., on or about September 21, 1863, under the command of Capt.
P. T. Miller, which should probabl}' be classed among organizations
formed under the provisions of General Orders, No. 176, though its
enrollment preceded by a few days the date of that order. No record
has been found that it rendered any service. It was not recognized
or paid by the State as a militia organization, nor was it recognized or
paid by the General Government as an organization in the military
service of the United States.
There was also a company of Citizen Guards under the command of
Capt. William Beatty, organized in Carroll County, which, although
paid by the State of Missouri as a company of Provisional Enrolled
Militia, has attached to its pay roll as authority for its organization a
copy of General Orders, No. 176.
It is possible that other companies of Citizen Guards were formed
under the provisions of General Orders, No. 176, of 1861, from headquarters Department of the Missouri, and possibly some of them besides
Beatty's company were recognized as coinpanies of Provisional Enrolled
Militia, under the provisions of General Orders, No. 192, quoted a>)Ove,
but those already mentioned are all of which a record has l)een found
showing their organization under General Orders, No. 176.
It will appear from the foregoing that of the five companies (besides
the Militia Exempts) known to have been organized under the provisions
of General Orders, No. 176, one was recognized and paid as a State militia
organization in active service, while the other four companies were not
recognized or paid, either by the State or the United States. Of the
service of these four companies no definite record has been found, and
even the names of the members of two of them (those of Captains
Fisher and Grover) are unknown to the War Department. If any
,
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service was rendered by any one of the four companies, it was evidently
of short duration and strictly for "local defense"
such service as
was frequently rendered in the State of Missouri during- the civil war
without promise or expectation of pay.
It is to be remarked of the Citizen Guards in general that the}^ made
no reports or returns to the War Department, and that it is quite possible that many organizations vvere formed of which no record has
been discovered. In this chapter, under the liead of Citizen Guards,
such information has been given as the records afford relative to the
organizations known to have been in existence.

—

S.

Doc. 412
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The

MARINE BRIGADE.

Mississippi Marine Brigade, consisting of one regiment of infantwo squadrons of cavalry, and one batter}- of light artillery, was
organized at St. Louis, Mo. by authorit}^ of the War Department, as
a special corps, for service on the Mississippi River.
It was created
largel}' by transfei's from other organizations and received few% if au}",
recruits from the State of Missouri.
It was not a Missouri organization and is mentioned here only because, evidently through a misconception of its status, a majorit}' of its members were credited to that
try',

,

State.
194
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Among- the many peculiar and
Major-General Fremont, or by

illegal organizations formed bj^
his authority, during his administra-

tion of the ati'airs of the Western Department, was an organization
designated by him as a ''Marine Corps." This corps, consisting of
three companies, was organized for ''river transportation service,"
and would have no place in a histor}" of Missouri military organizations but for the fact that an effort has l)een made to give the members
of the corps a military status, and that, evidently through' a misapprehension as to their status in the service, the}' were credited to the
quota of the State of Missouri.
The earliest record l)earing upon the organization of the "Marine
Corps" is found in a letter dated August 13, 1861, to "Capt." Thomas
Maxwell, of which the following is a copy:
St. Louis,

Capt.

August

13, 1861.

Thomas Maxwell.

Sir: You are hereby authorized to recruit a Marine Corps to serve during the war,
to consist of 1 captain, 2 pilots first and second; 4 engineers first, second, third, and
fourth; 2 mates— first and second; 1 clerli, 1 steward, 30 sailors, 8 firemen, 1 watch-

—

—

man,

1

cook and mate, 1 cabin boy.
you shall have completed the organization

When

of said corps,

you

will

apply to

these headquarters, where the necessary order will he issued.
J. C.

Fremont,

Major-General, Commanding.
[Letters Sent,

Western Department, Vol.

15, p. 205.]

Under the authority thus conferred upon Captain Maxwell

the

compan}^ of the Marine Corps was promptly organized, all of its
members being reported as having been "enrolled" August 14, 1861,
one day after the authority for the organization was given.
In a letter dated August 19, 1861, General Fremont directed that the
necessary orders be issued to have the " officers and seamen sworn in
for the war," and that a steam transport be turned over to Captain
Maxwell. Following is a copy of the letter embod^Mng these instruc-

first

tions:
AuGL-ST
Capt.

J. C.

Keltox, U.

19, 1861.

S. A.,

A ssistan A djutant- General:
t

Captain Kelton will issue the requisite order to have Captain ]Max well's company of
officers and seamen sworn in for the war, and a steam transport turned over to Captain

Maxwell

to-day.
J. C.

Fremont, Major-General, Commanding.

[Ibid., p. 282.]

On
mont

the same date a letter was addressed by direction of General Freto the mustering officer at the St. Louis Arsenal repeating the
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order that "Captain Maxwell's company of seamen" ))e "sworn
This letter is as follows:
Headquarters Western Department,
St.

in.'

Louis, Mo., Au()UHt 19, 1861.

Capt. A. Tracy,

MuMerlng

Officer, St.

Lonia Ari^enal, Mo.

8ir: The general directn that Captain Maxwell's
for the war.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C.

company

of

seamen be sworn

Kelton, Amstant

in

Adjutaitl-d'eiieral.

[8451, V. S., 1883.]

Pursuant to the foregoinjj- instructions Captain Tracy, Tenth InfanUnited States nuisterino* officer, on August 20, 1801, mustered
in (i. e., "accepted into the service of the United States") Captain
MaxwelFs company as the "First Company in the First Marine Corps
Brigade) of Alissouri Vohinteers," to serve for the term of three
(
This muster in, it may be remarked, was made on the printed
years.
form commonly used in the muster of volunteers into the United States

try, a

service.

1861, General Fremont authorized "Capt."
a "Marine Corps" (Letters Sent, Western
Department, Vol. 15, p. 231), and it is recorded that on the 10th of
the same month he authorized "John Young" to raise such a corps
(Ibid., p. 464), but the terms of the last-mentioned authority have not
been found of record. The authority granted Captain Abrams was in
precisely the same terms as those quoted above in the letter to Capt.

Under date of Aug-ust 28,
James Abrams to organize

Thomas Maxwell.

On September 12, 1861, " Capt." John Reily was authorized to raise
a company, with the same organization as that given al)ove, except
that Captain Reily was authorized to add to the organization *'one
carpenter," and in the letter of authority the organization was designated a "Marine Corps for River Transportation Service."
No record has been found that an organization was completed under
the authority given to John Young, but Abrams's and Reily's companies
were recruited, and were nuistered into the United States service for
the term of " the war," under special instructions from Major-General
Fremont.

Upon the assignment of Major-Cjeneral Halleck to the command of
the newly organized Department of the Missouri, he was instructed
by Major-General McClellan, commanding the Army, to "examine
into the legality of the organization of the troops serving in the
Department," and when he found any illegal, unusual, or improper
organizations, to give the officers and men an opportunity to enter the
legal military establishment (Oificial Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. Ill, p. ^^(^S). and in General Orders, No.
25, dated December 14, 1861, General Ilallodv directed, among other
things, that the members of certain irregular organizations be paid to
cover past services actually rendered.
But General Halleck evidently did not regard the "Marine Corps"
as entitled to pay or other consideration as a military organization in
the servi(;e of the United States; for, in a letter addressed by him to
Major-General McClellan, under date of December 19, 1861, he said:
discharging most of the steamers formerly in tlie (Jovernment employment
of service what is calletl the "Marine Corps," which are nothing
more than hired men on these boats. This will be a great saving of expense.
[1291, Missouri Department, ISOL]
I

am

and mustering out
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This remark of General Halleek was evidently based, in part at
upon a report made the da}^ previous by Capt. P. T. Turnley,
assistant quartermaster, relative to Captain Keih^'s company of the
"Marine Corps." Following is a copy of that report:
least,

December

18, 1861.

In September last this crew and two others were sworn into service for and during:
the war, unless sooner discharged, by osder of General Fremont. General Fremont
also ordered all otlicei's and employees on steam transports to be sworn in in like
manner, and all teamsters on land." This mode was commenced, but failed to such
an extent as to be abandoned. Orders were given a month ago to discharge all such
employees and to pay them off. I have been doing this as fast as they come into
port.
This boat and crew arrived yesterday. I ordered the captain to make up his
service roll and bring it to my office, for the discharge and payment of all the ofhcers
and crew. I have not yet got the roll, but am expecting it hourly. Captain Keily
should not inform the men otherwise than that they are all entirely discharged from
their service under their contract.
P. T.

Turnley,

Assistant Quartermaster.

[Miscellaneous Papers, Marine Corps.]

Under date of January 1), 1862, Captain Turnle}^ addressed a letter
to department headquarters, in which he said:
I mustered and paid off to December 31, 1861, and on that day discharged from
further service the three companies of steamboat crews, called, respectively, First,
Second, and Third ^Marine Corjjs of Missouri Volunteers. * * * I learn the captain
of one or more design not to acknowledge their discharge, but to come forward

monthly

for

payment.

Please publish an order discharging them.
[T 12, Missouri, 1862.]

*******

Thereupon an order was issued by General Halleek,
Special Orders, \
No. 29.

as follows:

Headquarfers Department of the Missouri,
St.

)

Louis, January 10, 1862.

4. The three Marine Corps under command of Maxwell, Abrams, and Reily having been mustered out and paid to December 31 by Captain Turnley, quartermaster.
United States Army, are discharged the service of the United States on and after
that date.

By

order of Major-General Halleek:
J. C.

Kelton,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

It has always been held by the War Department, since the attention
of the Department was called to the militar}^ status of the "Marine
Corps," that its muster into service was not a lawful muster into the
military service of the United States, such an organization beingunknown to the military establishment and not authorized by law.
The members of this force were not officers or enlisted men in the
United States military service, for which reason, evidently, they were
paid by the Quartermaster's Department and not from the appropriations for the pay of the Army.
They are regarded by the War
Department as having been civilian employees in the Quartermaster's
Department and not as having formed a part of the military establishment of the United States.
(R. & P., 6S787T.)
As shown above, the "Marine Corps" numbered three companies.

IRREGULAR ORGANIZATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS"
UNDER MAJOR-GENERAL FREMONT.
On

the 25th of July, 1861, Maj. (xen. John C. Fremont assumed
of the Western Department and immediately proceeded to
the organization of a military force, consistino- largely of Missouri
volunteers and men brought from other States and organized as Missouri regiments.
This force assumed the proportions of an army corps,
the officers of which, including those of a large staff, were appointed
by General Fremont himself, without authority of law and without
the sanction of his official superiors.
Among the corps thus organized by General Fremont's authority
were some not authorized by law, several of them being unknown to
the military service of the United States, others were accepted with an
unlawful limitation as to the locality of their service, and among the
officers appointed by General Fremont were many not only not authorized by law but bearing titles unknown to the nomenclature of the
United States Army.
As a preliminary to further remarks it is proper to state that the
acts of Congress approved July 22 and 25, 1861, under which volunteers were received into the service of the United States, authorized
th(Mr acceptance only as "cavalry, infantr}^ or artillery," and that the
former act contained the following proviso:

command

The governors

of the States furnishing volunteers under this act shall commission
officers requisite for the said volunteers; but, in cases
where the State authorities refuse or omit to furnisli volunteers at the call or on the
proclamation of the President, and volunteers from surh States offer their services
under sucli call or proclamation, the President sliall have power to accept such services, and to commission the proper field, staff, and company officers.
[12 Stat. L., p. 269.]

the

field, staff,

and company

On August 9, 1861, General Fremont addressed to Hon.
ery Blair a letter of which the following is a copy:

Montgom-

Headquahtehs Western Department,
St.

Louis, August

9,

Hon. Montgomery Blair, Wasltington.
Mv Dear Mr. Blair: The greater part

1S61.

of the old troops, especially the foreign
going out of service. The new levies are literally the rawest ever got
together.
They are reported by the ofiicers to be entirely unacquainted with the
rudiuients of military exercise.
To bring them before the enemy in their present
condition would be to have only an unmanageable mob.
1 can remedy this if I can
be authorized l)y the President and Secretary of War to collect throughout tlie States
instructed men who liave seen service. With them I could make a skeleton meager
enougli, but .still a framework on which to form the army.
This authority ought
to be allowed, and the cost of transi)ortation.
Don't lose time, but get it (]uick. I
assure you it will require all we can do, and to do it in the best manner, to meet
the enemy.

element,

is

—
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I ought to be supplied here with four or five millions of dollars, and the disbursing officers allowed to sell them at the ruling discount. All such equipments as I can
procure abroad in much less time than I could get them here I ought to be allowed

to send for.

These are my suggestions. They are valuable. Pray act upon them; and what
you do, do quick. * * * Show this to the President.
The contest in the Mississippi Valley will be a severe one. We had best meet it
Who now serves the country
in the face at once, and by so doing we can rout them.
quickly, serves her twice.

Yours, truly,
J.

[Official

Records

of the

Union and Confederate iVrmies,

In reply the Secretar}' of

War addressed a

Series

letter to

I,

C.

Fremont.

Vol. Ill, p. 431.]

General Fremont

as follows:

War Department, Washmcjton, August I4, 1861.
Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont,
Commandiny Department of tlie West, St. Louis, Mo.
Sir: Your letter of the 9th instant to the Hon. Montgomery Blair has been submitted to me by him. With a view to place the new troops under your command
in a state of efficiency for active service in the shortest possible time, you are authorized to carry into effect your suggestion of accei»ting the services of instructed officers
and men who have seen service to form the skeleton or framework for the organizaLet the captains of companies thus begun procure transportation of your forces.
tion from the railroad companies, and give their receipts to the roads as vouchers.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Simon Cameron, Secretary of War.
[Ibid., p. 441.]

It is to be observed that in this correspondence General Fremont
neither asked for nor received authority to commission officers, and
there is evidence that the President reserved this authority to himself.
Among the documents submitted b}' General Fremont to the Joint
Committee on the Conduct of the War, after he had been relieved from
the command of the Western Department, were papers which are
reproduced below. No record of these papers has been found in the
War Department, but thev are printed in full in the report of the committee (Part III, pp. 114, 115), which also states that the documents
submitted to the committee by General Fremont in his own behalf

were properly

verified.
St. Louis,

August

19, 1861.

Hon. Montgomery Blair, Washington, D. C:
order to facilitate the organization here, that Major-General
to commission officers, as Governor Gamble has neglected to
accede to a request to do it, much to the detriment of the public service.
If the President telegraphs that he will appoint the officers General Fremont commissions, it will remove a great stumbling block from our path.
Frank P. Blair, Jr.
It is necessary, in

Fremont have power

In answer to this, Mr. Montgomery Blair telegraphed that if Governor Gamble
would not commission officers, the President would; but some mistake rendering
the dispatch incomprehensible, the President repeated
[By telegraph from Washington,

it

himself, as follows:

2lRt, 1861.]

Colonel Blair:
I repeat, I will

commission the

officers of

Missouri volunteers.

A. Lincoln.
/

[R.

&P., 456829.]

:
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Notwithstanding- the fact that the President had thus reserved to
himself the authorit}^ to appoint officers of the Missouri vohinteers, if
the governor of the State would not appoint them, General Fremont
continued to make the appointments, some of them to offices that had
a legal existence, and might have been tilled by the governor of the
State or by the President, but man}^ other appointments were made
to offices that had no legal existence.
Among the irregular and unlawful organizations shown l^y the
records to have been authorized by General Fremont ma}^ be mentioned: Engineers, pioneers, sappers and miners, pontoniers, telegraph operators and guards, a company of signal men, and a '"Marine
Corps," organized for river service.
Some of the appointments of officers, besides those of irregular
commands, and of general and staff officers of recognized grades, were
the following
1.
"brigade inspector, with the rank, pa}^ and emoluments of
colonel."
2.
"surgeon in this city, with the rank of captain."
3.
"second lieutenant of infantry," with a view to his transfer to
the Medical Department.
4. A "major of infantr}'," for staff duty at department headquar:

A

A
A

ters.

A

5.

"captain of cavalry," to be employed

in the land transporta-

tion department.

An

"instructor of cavalry," with the rank and pay of major.
"captain of artiller}^," for duty on the staff.
8.
"drill-master," with the rank of lieutenant.
9.
"wagon-master" at the headquarters of the department, with
the pa}^ and allowances of a second lieutenant.
10. A "captain of cavalry," to serve at department headquarters as
"commander of spies and -guides."
11. A "director of music," with the rank and pay of a captain of
6.

A
A
A

7.

*

engineers.

The irregularities in the Western Department produced such confusion that a representation concerning them was made to the President, by an authorized agent of General Fremont, in a letter of which
the following is an extract
Washington, October 1, 1S61.
Presidknt of the United States.
Sir I received verbal instructions from Colonel Woods, chief business manager for
Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, to proceed to Washington and ask for money and arms
for the use of the Western INIiUtary Department.

*******
:

A

great deal of trouVjle and confusion is springing up in the Western Militarj'
Department from a seeming conflict of authority between General Fremont and the
authorized agents of tlie Government, wliich I trust a statement of facts may help to
remove. He has given commissions to colonels and other staff officers, which I find

are not recognized in St. Louis or Washington.
On this subject I herewith sul)mit a
statement of facts received this morning from Col. C. J. Wright, of Cincinnati.
If
the authority here given, and in numerous like cases, by the general be not promptly
recognized by the (.Tovernment, the utmost confusion will prevail among the officers
and volunteers now in the service in the West. A large number of persons from Ohio
have received, and others have l)een promised, commissions under liim; but if his
acts in such cases are not respected in Washington, there will be no end to vexation
and trouble growing out of these transactions.

*******

And now, Mr.
to be

President,

done immediately,

I

most

viz, either

one of two things ought
General Fremont's military commissions and con-

resjjectfully sul)mit that
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*******
and

money and arms

to carry

on the war

honored, or some person should take his place whose acts will receive
nition by the Government.

full recog-

tracts should be recognized,

With

his drafts for

great respect, yours,

JOHX A. GURLEV.
[Indorsement.]

October
Respectfully submitted to the

War

4,

1861.

Department.
A. Lincoln.

[Official

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

I,

Vol. Ill,

pp. 511-513.]

The particular cause of this complaint of the nonrecog-nition of
General Fremont's appointments was that the deputy paj^mastergeneral, Col. T. P. Andrews, had declined to pa}' officers before the}"
had completed the commands for which they had been designated.
The nature of the appointments made by General Fremont, as well
as the condition of affairs resulting therefrom, is well illustrated in a
letter addressed by Deputy Paymaster-General Andrews to the
Paymaster-General, under date of October 8, 1861, in which he said:
St. Louis,

Col. B. F.

Mo., Octobers, 1861.

Larned,

Paymaster-General, United States Army.

have been waiting for Major Cunningham to render his accounts to September 30 (he being relieved from all paying and other duty with the view of rendering
his accounts since September 23), which have a very large number of officers'
accounts in them. He was detailed, from the commencement of his service here, for
the sole duty of paying officers' accounts, as being the one it was most advantageous
to detail for it.
He informs me they will be ready to-morrow or next day.
Among the very large number of accounts that his accounts will contain is a
large proportion of officers' accounts of a peculiar or original character, to which I
wish to call your especial attention. They are of officers appointed by General Fremont, without reference, as far as I am informed, to the authorities at Washington,
and of all grades and corps, from a general down to a second lieutenant; of engineers, topographical engineers, ordnance, artillery, light artillery, dragoons, mounted
hussars, pioneers, and a whole regiment (Bissell's) calling themselves "Engineers of
the West" (not yet paid), etc. A portion of them are appointed in the form I inclose,
the appointments frequently, if not generally, dated back, as in the one inclosed.
Others are on a more formal commission (on parchment paper and engraved),
referring to the President's after approval or sanction, but going back also for pay,
Many of the officers are on duty, assimilating, as they state, to that of officers of
etc.
similar services in the United States Army.
Brigade inspectors, teachers of tactics
or "instructors" have been appointed, but I have declined, for the present, to pay
them. Also one or more "directors of music" as a captain or major, who have not
yet applied for payment. These apjiointments have become so numerous (hundreds) that I feel bound to direct your attention to the accounts when Major Cunningham's accounts reach you. Major Febiger's accounts contain a considerable addi-.
tional number to those paid by Major Cunningham.
Febiger is too much engaged
the whole day, at this time, to render his accounts, but they also will soon go on to
you. The number in JNIajor Cunningham's accounts is sufficient, however, for your
information, as to the character of the appointments.
I should have mentioned that many of the commissions were to line officers, who
admitted, as I knew, they had no regiments or companies at the time of c'ommission.
We have felt impelled to pay in many cases, without any specific order to pay
(well knowing that it was the intention they should be paid), under the apprehension of having difficulties and incurring the penalty of arrest and imprisonment if
Sir: I

we refused payment.
The object of this letter

is to call your especial attention to these payments, and
to ask for instructions as to our continuing payments to these officers in future, or
others of a similar character. They claim monthly.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. P. Andrews,
Deputy Paymaster-General, United States Army.

[R.

&

P., 456829.]
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Finally the Secretary of War and the Adjutant-General of the
proceeded to St. Louis, where, on the l-tth of October, 1861,
the Adjutant-General addressed General Fremont relative to the
administration of ati'airs in his department, referring-, among other
thing-s, to military appointments as follows:

Army

St. Louis, Mo., Orfohcr 14, 18G1.
Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont,
Commanding Department of the West, Tipton, Mo.
General: The Secretary of War directs me to communicate the following; as his

*******
*******

instructions for your government:

In this connection
you.

No payment

ments have

it

is

l)een approveil

number of commissions have been given by
to such otiicers, except to those whose appointthe President. This, of course, does not apply to the

seen that a

will be

made

by

otiicers

with volunteer connnissions.

by the

Secretary.

I

have the honor

Colonel Andrews has been verbally so instructed

to be, etc.,

L.
[Official

Thomas, Adjutant-General.

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

I,

Vol. Ill,

p.

532.]

While the Secretary of War and the Adjutant-General of the Array
were still on their tour of inspection, Gustave Koerner, an aide-de-camp
on General Fremont's staff, telegraphed the President as follows:
St. Louis, October 16, 1861.

His Excellency the President:
Deputy Paymaster-General Lieutenant-Colonel Andrews refuses to honor General
Fremont's commissions, which have heretofore invariably been accei^ted by him.
Officers of the Army who have sacrificed their all to take up arms for their country
are thus left destitute, and their families in want of the most urgent necessities of
life.
Very many of these officers are now in the field and in face of the enemy.
Their efficiency and the spirits of many of the troops serving under them will be
most seriously affected by this course. Unless you will provide a remedy to insure
these men in their well-deserved reu"iuneration a portion of the Army will necessarily
disband, as no officers will or can serve without a valid commission.

Gustave Koerner, Aide-de-Carnp.
[Ibid., p. 538.1

To

this

telegram the Acting Secretary of

War

replied:

United States Military Telegraph,
Tl^ar

Department, October 16, 1861.

Gustave Koerner,
Aide-de-Camp,

St.

Louis, Mo.:

Your message
Arrangements

to the President has been sent to this Department for attention.
will be made to examine and duly commission such officers as the

service recjuires.
shall endeavor to do full justice to all faithful and competent men in the
service.
Until officers are properly coumiissioned paymasters have no authority to

We

"pay them.
The&;e irregularities will be corrected at the earliest date possible.

Thomas

A. Scott,
Acting Secretary of War.

[R.

&

P., 456829.]

Further action was taken upon the message of jNIr. Koerner by
it to the Adjutant-General of the Arm}^ with instructions to
submit some plan that would do justice to the men who were then
referring
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and competent ofKcers. These instructions were
which the following is a copy:
Washington, October

18, 1861.

General Lorenzo Thomas,
Adjutant- (leneral United States Army.

Dear

Sir: The incloped message from Gustave Koerner, aide-de-camp to General
Fremont, was read in Cal dnet meeting to-day l)y the President. It was determined to
refer all irregular appointments in the Department of the West to you for examination, with instructions to submit some plan that will do justice to those men now
serving who are faithful and competent officers, and provide a remedy for the evils

now

existing.
Very respectfully,

Thomas A. Scott,
Asswtant Secretary of War.
[Official

On

Records of the L^nion and Confederate Armies, Series

I,

Vol. Ill,

p. 538.]

General Fremont sent to the President a partial list of his appointments, requesting their confirmation, htit it does
not appear that any action was taken upon his request.
The Secretary of War reached Washington October 21, 1861, on his
return from the West, and on the same date the Adjutant-General, who
had previously been instructed to "• take full notes upon all points connected with the object" of the visit (Otticial Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. Ill, p. 538), submitted his report,
of which the following is an extract:
Washington, D. C, October 21, 1861.

October

19, 1861.

*******

Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War.
Sir: I have the honor to submit the report requested

in

your

letter of

the 19th

instant.

We arrived

at St. Louis, as

you are aware,

at 2.30

a.

m. October

11.

Colonel Andrews, cliief paymaster, called and represented irregularities in the pay
department, and desired instructions from the Secretary for his government, stating
that he was recjuired to make payments and transfers of money contrary to law and
regulations.
Once, upon objecting to what he conceived an improper payment, he
was threatened with confinement by a file of soldiers. * * * Exhibited abstract
of payment by one paymaster (Major Febiger) to 42 persons appointed by General
Fremont, viz, I colonel, 3 majors, 8 cajitains, 15 first lieutenants, 11 second lieutenants, 1 surgeon, 3 assistant surgeons; total, 42. Nineteen of these have appointments
as engineers

and

entitled to tavalry pay.

A

second abstract of ]>ayment was furnished, but not vouched for as reliable, as
the paymaster was sick, and is only given to show the excess of officers of rank
appointed to the major-generars body guard of only 300 men, the commander being
a colonel, etc. The whole number of irregular appointments made by General Fremont was said by Colonel Andrews to be nearly 200.
The following is a copy of one of these appointments:
"

Headqcarters Western Department,

''St. Louis, Augustus, 1861.
are hereby ai)pointed captain of cavalry, to be employed in the land
transportation department, and will report for duty at these headquarters.
"J. C. Fremont,

"Sir:

You

''

Major- (knend. Commanding.

" Capt. Felix Vogele, Present."
I also saw a similar
as director of music,

appointment given to an individual on (General Fremont's staff,
with the rank and commission of captain of engineers.
This
person was a musician in a theater in St. Louis. Colonel Andrews was verbally
instructed by me not to pay him, the person having presented the two papers and
demanded pay. Colonel Andrews also stated that these appointments l)ore one date,
but directed payment, in some cases, a month or more anterior thereto. He was
then without funds, except a small amount.
*

******

Respectfully submitted.

L.
[Ibid., pp. 540-549.]

Thomas, Adjutant- General.
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On October 24, 1861, n o-eneral order was issued from headquarters
Army directing- General Fremont to call Major-General Hunter,
United States Volunteers, to relieve him temporarily' of the command

of the

of the Western Department.
This order was carried into execution
November 2, 1861, and on November 9, 1861, the Western Department was merged into the newly created Department of the Missouri,
the conunand of which was conferred upon Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck.
On the 11th of November, 1861, Major-General McClellan, commandino- the Army, addressed to General Halleck a letter of instructions,
in

which he

said:

Headquarters of the Army,
C, November 11, 1861.

Washingt07i, D.

Maj. Gen. H.

W. Halleck, U.

S. A.,

Commanding Department of the Missouri.
General: In assigning you to the command of the Department of the ^Missouri,
it is probably unnecessary for me to state that I have intrusted to you a duty which
requires the utmost tact and decision.
You have not merely the ordinary duties of a
military commander to perform, but the far more difficult task of reducing chaos to
order, of changing probably the majority of the personnel of the staff of the department, and of reducing to a point of economy, consistent with the interests and necessities of the State, a system of reckless expenditure and fraud, lierhajjs unheard of
before in tlie history of the world.
You will find in your department many general and staff officers holding illegal
commissions and appointments not recognized or approved by the President or
Secretary of War.
You will please at once inform these gentlemen of the nullity of
their appointment, and see that no pay or allowances are issued to them until such
time as commissions may l)e authorized by the President or Secretary of War.
If any of them give the slightest trouble you will at once arrest them and send
them, under guard, out of the limits of your department, informing them that if
they return they will be placed in close confinement. You will please examine into
the legality of the organization of the troops serving in the department. When you
find any illegal, unusual, or imj^roper organizations, you will give to the officers and
men an opportunity to enter the legal military establishment under general laws
and orders from the War Department, reporting in full to these headquarters any
ofticer or organization that may decline.

*******
*******
I

am, general,

Geo. B. McClellan,

etc.,

Major-General,

Commanding

United States

Army.

[Ibid., p. 568.]

On November

12,

1861, General McClellan

issued the following

order:

Special Orders,

1

j-

No. 304.

j

Headquarters of the Army,

Ad.tutant-Gexeral's Office,
Washington, November 12, 1861.

Par. 4. Maj. Gen. J. C. Fremont, United States Army, having been relieved from
the command of the Western Department, and from duty in the field, tho.se members of his staff who have Ijeen selected from civil life, under the authority of the
act approved August 5, 1861, cease from the date on which he relinquished command to 1)6 connected with the service.
Par. 5. All persons, with the exception of regimental and company officers,
who have been ajjpointed into the military service by Major-General Fremont, and
whose aj)pointments have not l>een sanctioned by the President, are hereby discharged tlie service of the United States.
By command of Major-General JdcClellan:
L.

Thomas, Adjatant- General.

The act of Congress approved August 6, 1861, referred to in paragraph 4 of the order (juoted above, is Public, No. 42, authorizing the
President to appoint aides-de-camp.
The following order issued b}^ Major-General McClellan

is

here
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Headquarters of the Army,

Special Orders,
]

Adjutant-General's Office,

>

Washington, November 16, 1861.
No. 807.
J
1. The following appointments made by Col. Chester Harding, jr., Tenth Missouri
Volunteers, in obedience to instructions from Major-General Fremont, commanding
Western Department, dated August 21, 1861, are contirmeil, to take effect from the
dates hereinafter si:)ecitied, viz:
George D. Kellogg, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, with rank of captain,

August 21, 1861.
William D. Colman, assistant quartermaster-general of volunteers, with rank of
captain, August 21, 1861.
Edward Harding, commissary of subsistence of volunteers, with rank of captain,
August 21, 1861.
J. S. Prout, brigade surgeon of volunteers, August 21, 1861.
These appointments will be considered as vacated on the 12th day of November,
1861, upon which date the officers mentioned were honorably discharged from the
service of the United States, in pursuance of Special Orders, No. .304, current series,
from this office.

*******

By command

of

Major-General ]McClellan:

L.

Thomas, Adjutant-General.

It is evident that this order, not being- the action of the President of
the United States, who alone is authorized to make appointments to
the staff corps of the Arm,y, had no legal effect on the status of the
persons to whom the order relates.
General McClellan's order No. 30J: was speedily followed by orders
for the payment of the class of persons referred to in its second part
(paragraph 5). Following are copies of correspondence and orders
relative to the subject:
[Copy

of* indorsement

on Special Orders, No.

304.]

Adjutant-General's Office, Novemher\35, 1861.
Respectfully returned to the Paymaster-General. The list of persons appointed by
General Fremont has been this day returned to General Halleck with the following
indorsement: "The Secretary of War directs that all persons discharged under the
second part of the accompanying Special Orders, No. 304, who have actually rendered
service shall be paid."
L.

Thomas, Adjutant-General.

Respectfully forwarded to Lieut. Col. T. P. Andrews, Deputy Paymaster-General,
United States Army, for his information.
Ben J. F. Larned, Paymaster- General.

St.

Col. B. F.

Louis, Mo., December

1,

1S61.

Larned,

Paymaster-General United States Army.
Yours of the 28th instant indorsing the Adjutant-iieneral's note on the list of
General Fremont's appointees is received, and as I understand it as ordering his
military appointees (second paragraph of Special Orders, No. 304) are to be paid to
November 12, and those of his staff are not to be paid at all, I shall so act unless
directed otherwise by General Halleck.
Sir:

*******
Very

respectfully,

your obedient servant,

T. P.

Andrews,
States Army.

Deputy Paymaster-General, United

*******
MISSOURI TROOPS
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HEAixiUARXERs Department of the MissorRi,
St. Louis, Decembers, 1861.

)

)'

The

general oomnianding has been advised that the Secretary of "War directs
discharged under the second paragraph of Special Orders, No. 304,
dated Ilcadijuarters of the Army, Washington, November 12, 1861, who have actually rendered service, sliall l)e paid for such service.
The rolls of the persons so discharged will immediately be copied and furnished to
the chief of the pay department in this city, and also regulations will be adopted for
determining in eacli case the time of service.
4.

that

all

By

i)C'rs()ns

order of INIajor-General Halleck:
J. C. Kelton,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

St. Louis,

Lieut. Col. T. P.
Chief,

Andrews,
Pay Department,

St.

December

5,

1861.

Louis.

Colonel: You will receive herewith a list of appointments made by Major-General
Frtnnont, sent to me from the office of the Adjutant-General of the Army with the
following indorsement: "The Secretary of War directs that all persons discharged
under the second paragraph of the accompanying Special Orders, No. 304, who have
actually rendered service shall be paid."
You will make the payment as directed, taking proper precautions to ascertain the
time of service "actually ren<lered," and requiring for that purpose the affidavits of
the claimants.
An additional list will be furnished as soon as it can be prepared.
V^ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. Halleck, Major-General.

********

General Orders,
No.

21.

\
J

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St.

Louis, December

9,

1861.

II. All persons commissioned by Major-General Fremont and discharged under
the second paragraph of Special Orders, No. 304, dated Headquarters of the Army,
Washington, November 12, 1861, and whose names are not included in the lists furnished to the chief of the pay department, in comi:)liance with instructions from the
Secretary of W^ar, dated November 25, 1861, will refer their claims for payment to
the Adjutant-General at AVashington, the commanding-general of this department
not being authorized to act upon such claims.
By order of Major-General Halleck:
J. C.

Kelton,

A ssistant A djutant- Genera

I.

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St.

Louis, December

9,

1861.

•Adjt. Gen. L. Thomas,
Headquarters of the

Army, WasJiington, D. C.
General: There are a number of officers in this dejiartment in possession of commissions from General Fremont who have done valuable service, but whose names
do not ai)pear on either of the lists sent from the Adjutant-General's OHice with
Not having received any compenorders for payment. These men are deserving.
sation for their services, they are now in destitute circumstances.
I respectfully ask
authority to order ])ayment for their services to November 12, the day on which the
appointments of (ieneral Fremont ex]nred.
Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,

H, W. Halleck, Major-General.
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Adji'tant-General's Office,
Washington, January 13, 1862.
Maj. Gen. H.

W.

Hali.eck,
Department of the Missouri.
General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th
ultimo, relative to the payment of certain officers whose names do not appear on
either of the lists sent from this office, with ordei's for payment, and to state that
authority is granted you to order payment for their services to Xovemljer 12, 1861,
as requested.
I am, general, very respectfully, your oljedient servant,
Conimandinr/

tlie

L.

Thomas, Adjutant- General.

On November It), 18<)1, General Halleck assumed the command of
One of his first official
the department to which he had been assigned.
acts was to disband the companies of '' telegraph builders, operators,
etc., and the companies of telegraph guards created by authority of
Major-General Fremont." (Special Orders of NovemV^er 21, 1^'61, Book
No. 89, Department of the Missouri, p. 16.) A few days later, on the
27th of November, he ordered the muster out of the squadron of cavalry known as the "Fremont Body Guard," which had been mustered
in with an unlawful restriction as to its service (Special Order
Book No. 89, Department of the Missouri, p. 10), and on the 4th of
December he issued a general order ])reparatorv to a "systematic
Following is a cop}^
organization of the forces" of the department.
of the last-mentioned order:

General Orders,
No.

14.

Headquarters Department of the Mlssouri,

\

St.

j

Louis, December 4, 1861.

of this department, all comraised under authorizations
from any source whatever, now in the service of the United States in this department,
will forward certified copies of their "muster-in rolls," including those of the field
and staff, as well as those of companies, to these headquarters. The rolls will be
accompanied by a letter of advice, stating the present station of the force, giving the
town and county, also whether the officers are commissioned, and by whom. These
rolls will be forwarded through the commanders of districts, divisions, brigades, or
Where there are corps or
posts, wfio will see that it is done as promptly as jjossible.
detachments which have not been mustered, but have been in service, the commanding officer will make affidavit before an officer authorized to administer oaths that
the rolls are correct, and that the men and officers on the rolls thus authenticated
have been in service for the period set opposite their respective names, which affidavit will he forwarded with the rolls.
The object of this order being to have commissions furnished to those officers who
are without them, and the trooj^s mustered so that they can be paid and supplied
with clothing and subsistence, in accordance with law and regulations, the interests
of the service as well as those of men and officers prompt the utmost diligence in
complying with this order. They will be addressed to the assistant adjutant-general at these headquarters, marked on the envelope "Muster in rolls."
By order of Major-General Halleck:
J. C. Kelton, Assistant Adjniant- General.

With a view to a systematic organization of the forces
manders of regiments, batteries, troops, and companies

Under date of Decem])er 13, 1861, General Halleck addressed to the
Adjutant-General of the Army a communication in which he set forth
at considerable length the irregularities of organization existing in his
department and the measures proposed for their correction. This
letter is in part as follows:

Headijuarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Louis, Mo., December 13, 1861.
Brig. Gen.

Lorenzo Thomas,

Adjutant-General of

the

Arm

II,

Washington, D. C.

General: On examination of the organization of the troops in this department, I
find numerous irregular and fragmentary bodies actually in service, but not in the
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manner authorizeil by law. It is very difficult to dispose of these in such a way as
not to injun' the pnbUc service or do injustice to the otHcers and men, and at the
same time conform to the law and regulations.
In the case of the Fremont Body (iuard, I used my best endeavors to induce them
to remain in service, but they unanimously protested against it, on the ground that
they were not enlisted to serve the United States but to serve Major-General Fremont, and that on his removal their term of service ceased. I directed the captains
of companies to present me their original muster rolls, which they did, and I found
that they had only obligated themselves to serve as (general Fremont's body guard.
They said, moreover, that the mustering officer, Capt. John D. O'Connell, Fourteenth Infantry, announced to them at the time of the mustering in that if General
Fremont should die or be otherwise removed from the command their term of service would cease.
I, therefore, at their own solicitation and the request of MajorGeneral Fremont, mustered them out.

*******

The engineer

organization in this department is a very peculiar one, and the
greater part of it without any authority of law.
As near as can be ascertained this
organization is as follows:

Officers.

Colonel

Blssell'.s

engineer regiment

Two companies of

telegraph

Force of sapper's and miners
(if pioneers, sappers and miners
of pontoniers
Engineer detachment at Ironton
Engineer corps, etc

men.
925
200
25

men

One company of telegraph guards
Signal company

Company
Company

Enlisted

51

42
98
100

.

17
,

Colonel Bissell's regiment is regularly mustered into service, receiving infantry pay,
with allowance for extra service, as provided )y law. The other ten i-ompanies, "under
various names, I propose to unite into a battali(jn, and to muster them in as infantry
on the same terms as Bissell's regiment; that is, to have the extra allo\\ance when
acting as engineer troops. To effect this it will probably be necessary to break up
the present organizations, so as to dispense in the new with the extra officers. The
two companies of telegra})h men and telegraph guards, 9 officers and 225 men, have
already been mustered out, but many of them 'are ready to reorganize as infantry in
1

manner proposed.
The engineer corps proper, as it is called, has no troojis, ))ut probably about fifty officers.
The names of forty-three have already lieen ascertained, but some one turns up
every few days holding a connnission or appointment from General Fremont. Some of
these are already discharge<l; )»ut it is impossi))le to discharge them all at present,
the

their services being absolutely indispensable in the construction of the works which
are now being built at Paducah, Cairo, Fort Holt, Girardeau, Rolla, Jefferson City,
La Mine Cantonment near Sedalia, etc. The commanding officers at these places
report that it is impossible to proceed with these defenses, now partially constructed,
without the aid of one or more engineer officer at each place. I coincide in their
o])inion, and shall be obliged to retain in service some ten or twelve of the most competent of these offii-ers, with the pay of cajitains and lieutenants of engineers, until
some arrangement can be made to replace them by regular officers.
I would remark that the ]>ont(inier comjiany has a large and costly bridge train
nearly complete, and that the signal company has in its ))ossession signal instruments,
not, perhaps, of much value for military operations, but which have cost a large

sum of money.
The changes proposed

will o])viate the present irregularities and anomalies of organization; greatly reduce the exi)enses, and give efficiency to this branch of the service
which now seems to be without form and almost without use. I consider myself
authorized by the instructions of the 2d instant to make them, and shall do so as
rapidly as possible, unless otherwise directed. The reorganization of the fragmentary
Ixidies of artillery, cavalry, and infantry will be pushed forward with all possible

dispatch.

Very
[Official

respectfully,

your ol)edient servant,

H. AV. H.xLLECK, Ma;'inr-(iener(d.
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. VIII, p. 434.]

:
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On December

14, 1801, (ieneral Halleck issued his General Orders,
which he directed that the members of all corps mustered
into service without due reg-ard to the ratio of officers and men, as
fixed in the general orders of the War Department, be paid for past
services actually rendered.
In another paragraph of the order he
announced his plan of reorganization, as follows:

No. 25,

in

******
*******

General Orders,
No.

25.

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,

\

St.

J

Louis, December 14, 1861.

*

V. All incomplete orsranizatioiis of companies and regiments heretofore mustered
into service, but not in accordance with the law and orders regulating the ratio
between officers and men, will be reorganized in accordance with ithe instructions of
the

War

By

Department.

order of Majoi'-General Ilalleck:

J. C.

Kelton,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

A

few days later, on December 19. 18B1. in a letter addressed to
Major-General McClellan, General Halleck said of his proposed
reorganization

The condition of the country and the state of public feeling here resulting from
General Fremont's removal excited by designing party politicians rendered it prudent
to move in this matter slowly and cautiously.
The task imposed on me here in
this chaos of incendiarj' elements is not an easy one, and those at a distance who can
not understand the real condition of affairs should not be hasty in judging of my
conduct, and, above all, thev should not embarrass me bv unnecessary interference.
[Ibid., p. 449.]

By the discharge of the stafl' officers appointed by General Fremont,
the consolidation of fragmentary organizations, the disbandment of
those unauthorized by law, the muster out of such organizations as
had been accepted with unauthorized conditions of service, and the
commissioning by the governor of the officers of regimental organizations retained in service, which was done at General Halleck's request,
the task of " reducing- chaos to order"" was finally accomplished.
The
evil effects of General Fremont's irregular and unlawful proceedings
were, however, manifest long after his relinquishment of the command
of the Western Department, as is apparent elsewhere in this paper,
especially in that portion of it devoted to the United States Reserve
Corps, three years' service.
S.

Doc. 412
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OF MISSOURI ORGANIZATIONS REGULARLY
MUSTERED INTO THE MILITARY SERVICE OF THE
UNITED STATES OR RECOGNIZED BY THE WAR
DEPARTMENT AS HAVING BEEN IN THAT SERVICE.*

LIST

CAVALRY.
First Regiment, Missouri State Militia.
to
(Became Companies
First Battalion, Missouri State Militia, old.
F, First Cavalry Reg-iment, Missouri State Militia.)
First Battalion, Missouri State Militia, new.
First Battalion, United States Reserve Corps, three years' service.
(Also known as Hollan Horse; consolidated with Fourth and Fifth
Cavalry regiments, three years' volunteers.)
First Regiment, three years' volunteers.
(Bowen's Battalion.)
First Battalion, three years' volunteers.
(Also
First Battalion, Western Cavalry, three years' volunteers.
known as Fremont Hussars; became part of Fourth Cavahy, three
years' volunteers.)
Second Regiment, Missouri State Militia.
(Consolidated with
Second Battalion, Missouri State Militia, old.
Fourth and Eighth Cavalry regiments, Missouri State Militia.)
Second Battalion, Missouri State Militia, new.
Scond Regiment, three years' volunteers. (Also known as Merrill's

A

Horse.)

Regiment, Missouri State Militia, old. (Consolidated with Sixth
Seventh Cavalry regiments, Missouri State Militia.)''
Regiment, Missouri State Militia, new\
(Became part of Third CavBattalion, Missouri State Militia.
alry Regiment, old, Missouri State Militia.)
Third Regiment, three years' volunteers.
Fourth Regiment, Missouri State Militia.
Fourth Battalion, Missouri State Militia. (One company transferred to
First Infantry Regiment, Missouri State ^Militia; remainder became
First Cavalry Battalion, Missouri State Militia, new.)
Fourth Regiment, three years' voliuiteers.
Fifth Regiment, Missouri State Militia, old.'"

Third
and
Third
Third

The Missouri

State Militia, although not actually in the military service of the
States, has a status so nearly assimilatetl to that of troops in the United States
For information as to the status of the
service that it has been included in this list.
^lissouri State Militia, see narrative statement, p. 21.
"This regiment was broken up Fel)ruary 2, 1863, and on the same date the Tenth
was designated the Tliinl Cavalry, ^lissouri State Militia.
'^

United

" This regiment was discontinued February 2, 1863, and on the same date the Thirteenth was designated the Fifth Cavalry, Missouri State Militia.
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MISSOURI TROOPS

214

— UNION.

Fifth Kooiment, Mi.ssouri State Militia, new.
Fifth l>attalion, Missouri State Militia. (Consolidated with Sixth Cavalry Reo'iment and Sixth Cavtihy Battalion, Missouri State iSlilitia.)
Fifth ileo'inient, three 3'ears' volunteers.
(Consolidated with Fourth
Cavalry Reg-inient, three years' volunteers.)
Fifth Independent Battalion, three 3^ears' volunteers.
(Also known as
Berry's Battalion.)
•
Sixth Keg'inient, Missouri State Militia.
Sixth Battalion, jMissouri State Militia.
(Also known as Boonville
Battalion; consolidated with Thirteenth Cavalry, and First Infantr}',
Missouri State Militia.)
Sixth Regiment, Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, twenty months.
(Became the Sixteenth Cavalry, twenty months' volunteers.)
Sixth Regiment, tliree j^ears' volunteers.
Seventh Regiment, Missouri State Militia.
Seventh Battalion, Missouri State Militia.
(Became a part of the
Second Cavalry Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
Seventh Regiment, Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, twent}^
months. (Became the Fifteenth Cavalr}" Regiment, twenty months'
volunteers.)

Seventh Regiment, thi'ee 3'ears' ^'olunteers.
Eighth Regiment, Missouri State Militia.
Eighth Battalion, Missouri State Militia. (Became part of Fourth
Cavalry Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
Eighth Regiment, three years' volunteers.
ISinth Regiment, Missouri State Militia.
Ninth Battalion, Missouri State Militia. (Became part of Fifth Cavalry Regiment, old, Missouri State Militia.)
Ninth Regiment, three years' volunteers. (Transferred to Third and
Tenth Cavalry Regiments, three years' volunteers.)
Tenth Regiment, Missouri State Militia."
Tenth Battalion, Missouri State Militia. (Became part of Tenth Cavalry Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
Tenth Regiment, three years' volunteers.
Eleventh Regiment, Missouri State Militia.
(Consolidated with the
Second Cavalr\^ Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
Eleventh Battalion, Missouri State Militia. (Became part of Twelfth
Cavalry Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
Eleventh Regiment, three 3'ears' volunteers.
Twelfth Regiment, Missouri State Militia.
(Consolidated with the
Third, new, and Fifth Cavalry regiments, Missouri State Militia.)
Twelfth Regiment, three years' volunteers.
Thirteenth Regiment, Missouri State Militia.''
Thirteenth Regiment, three years' volunteers."^^
(Also known as MounFourteenth Regiment Missouri, State Militia.
tain or Mounted Rangers; consolidated with the Fourth and Eighth
Cavahy regiments, Missouri State Militia.)
"On February 2, 1863, this regiment was designated the Third Cavalrj^ new,
Missouri State Militia, the original Third Cavalry having been liroken n\) on that
date.

''On Fel:)ruury

Missouri State

2,

this rejiinient was designated tlie Fifth Cavalry, new,
the original Fifth Cavalrv having been discontinued on that

18()3,

"Militia,

date.
"

Tills

regiment was composed of veteran volunteiTs reenlisted from the Missouri

State Militia regiments.
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Fourteenth Regiment, three j^ears' volunteers.''
Fifteenth Regiment, twent}^ months'' vohinteer.<i.
Sixteenth Regiment, twent}' months^ volunteers.
(Became part of the Fifth Cavalry, three years'
Benton Hussars.
volunteers.)

Berry's Battalion.

(Fifth Independent

Battalion, three years' vol-

unteers.)

Hawk Battalion. (Became part of the Seventh Cavalrj% three
years' volunteers.)
Bconville Battalion. (Sixth Cavalry Battalion, Missouri State Militia.)
Bowen's Battalion. (Also known as First Battalion, three years' volunteers; became part of Ninth Cavalry, three j^ears' volunteers.)
(Became Company 1, First Cavalry
Burris's Unattached Company.
Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
Cass County Home Guard Regiment, three j^ears' volunteers.
Dade County Squadron, Captain Switzler. (Company A, Fremont
Battalion.)
Black

Dade County Squadron, Captain Wright.
Battalion.)
Fremont Battalion.
years' volunteers.)

(Company D, Fremont

(Became part of Sixth Cavalry Regiment, three

Fremont's Bodv Guard Battalion, three years'
Fremont Hussars. (First Western Cavalry

volunteers.
Battalion, three years'

volunteers.)

Fremont Rangers,

lUiiioh. (Became part of Third Cavalry Regiment,
three years' volunteers.)
(Cavalry Company L. Second Infantry Regi(joerisch's Company.
ment. United States Reserve Corps, three years' service; became
Company B, First Cavalry Battalion, United States Reserve Corps,
three years' service.)
Hawkins's Independent Company. (Became Compan}' F, Sixth Cavalry Regiment, three 3"ears' volunteers.)
Hawk's Independent Company. (Attached to Twenty-second Infantry
Battalion, three years' volunteers; became Compan}" I, Seventh Cavalry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Hollan Horse. (First Cavalrv Battalion, United States Reserve Corps,
three ^^ears' service.)
Humphrey's Independent Company. (Attached to the Eighteenth
Infantry Regiment; became Compan}^ M, Seventh Cavalry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Johnson's Unattached Company. (Became Compan}' L, First Cavalry
Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
Kalten]:)ach's Company.
(Cavalrv Company L, Fifth Infantry Regiment. United States Reserve Corps, three years' service; became
Company C, First Cavalry Battalion, United States Reserve Corps,
three years' service.)
Kansas Rangers. (Also known as Mounted Rangers; became part of
Union Rangers.)
Loring's Independent Company.
(Attached to Eighteenth Infantry
Regiment, three 3'ears' volunteers; became Compan}' K, Seventh
Cavalry Regiment, three 3'ears' volunteers.)
" This regiment was partially composed of veteran volunteers reenlisted
Missouri State 31ilitia regiments.

froiii

the
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(Attached

to Eiuhteenth Infantry

Keoinient. three years' volunteers; became Company L, Seventh
Cavalry Ke^'iment, three years' \ oluiiteers.)
(Attached to First Infantry Reo-iment, United
Melter's Company.
States Reserve Corps, three months' .service.)
Melter's Company, Dragoons, First Infantr}-, United States Reserve
Corps, three years' service. (Became (Company A, First Cavalry
Battalion, United States Reserve Corps, three years' service.)
Merrill's Horse.
(Second Cavalry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Mounted or Mountain Rangers. (Fourteenth Cavalry Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
Mounted Rangers. (Kansas Rangers.)
Peery's Unattached Company.
(Became Company K, First Cavalry
Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
(Companies C and L, First Cavalry Regiment, three
Prairie Scouts.
years' volunteers, and Naughton's Irish Dragoons, 'J'wenty-third
JJI! riots

Regiment.)

Red Rovers.

(Became Company

I,

Tenth Cavalry Regiment, Missouri

State Militia.)
(Became Company 1, Thirteenth Cavalry RegiScholield Hussars.
ment, Missouri State Militia.)
Siegler's Company.
(Cavalry Company L, Third Infantry Regiment,
United States Reserve Corps, three years' service; became Company E, I'irst Cavalry Battalion, United States Reserve Corps,
three years' service.)
Smallwood's Company, Scouts and Guides, three months' volunteers.
Sobolaski's Independent Company of Lancers, three years' volunteers.
Stewart's Battalion, three years' volunteers.
L^nion Rangers. (Part of Wood's Battalion, three years' volunteers.)
Warren County Battalion. (Part of Tenth Cavalry Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
Wenkel's Company. (Cavalrj'^ Company M, Fifth Infantry Regiment,
United States Reserve Corps, three years' service; became Company
D, F'irst Cavalry Battalion, United States Reserve Corps, three
years' service.)

Winter's Independent Company.

(Attached to Twenty-second Infantry

Battalion, three years' volunteers; became Company H, Seventh
Cavalry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
AVood's Battalion, three years' volunteers. (Consolidated with the Sixth
Cavalry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)

ARTILLERY.
FTrst Battery. Missouri State Militia.
First Regiment. United States Reserve Corps, three years' service."
(Becanu' Second Artillery Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
First Regiment, Light, three years' volunteers.
First Flying BattcM-y. three j^ears' volunteers.
(Company F, Second
Artillery Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Second Regiment, three years' volunteers.^
"

This regiment was composed of 12 companies of heavy artillery and

.3

light

battei'ies.

''This regiment was originally comjiosed of 12 companies of heavy artillery and 3
light batteries.
By reorganization it became a light-arMllery regiment, composed of
12 batteries.

)

ORGANIZATIONS IN
Arthur's Battery.

U. S.

(Batteiy G, Second
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Artilleiy

Regiment, three

years' volunteers.)

(Battery E, First Artillery Regiment, three 3'ears'
volunteers.)
Backoffs Battalion, three months' militia, 1861.
BackoFs Battery. (Sohotield Light Artillery, Missouri State Militia.
Backof's Battalion, Light Artillery, three years' volunteers."
Backofs Battery. (Sehotield Light ArtiUery, three years' volunteers.)
Boardnian's Battery. (Battery M, Second Artillery Regiment, three
years' volunteers.)
Buel's Batter3\
(Became Bulliss's Battery, Light Artillery, three
years' volunteers.)
BuHiss's Battery. (Originally Buel's; became Sheldon's Battery, Light
Artillery, three years' volunteers.)
Burke's Battery. (Battery K, First Artiller}^ Regiment, three years
volunteers.)
Callahan's Battery. (Battery H, First Artillery Regiment, three years
volunteers.)
Callender's Battery. (Battery D, First Artiller}^ Regiment, three years
volunteers.)
Ca vender's Battery. (Battery G, First Artillery Regiment, three years
volunteers.)
(Batter}^ E, First Artillery Regiment, three years
Cole's Battery.
volunteers.)
(Battery K, Second Artillery Regiment, three
Confare's Battery.
years' volunteers.)
(Battery A, Backofs ArtiUery Battalion, three
Essig's Battery.
months' militia, ISHl.)
(Batteries A, K, and M, First Artillery Regiment,
Fish's Batteries.
three years' volunteers.)
Flagg's Battery. (Battery E, Second Artillery Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)
(Battery F, First Artillery Regiment, three years'
Foust's Battery.
volunteers.)
Fuchs's Batteries. (Battery L, subsequently I, and Battery C, Second
Artillery Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Hescock's Battery. (Battery G, First Artillery Regiment, three years'
volimteers.)
Jackson's Battery.
(Battery (x, Second Artillery Regiment, three
years' volut\teers.)
Johnson's Battery, Horse Artillery.
(Became Johnson's Company,
Unattached Cavalry, Missouri State Militia.)
Joyce's Battery. (A temporary organization formed of men detached
from the Tenth Cavalry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Julian's Battery. (Battery I, Second Artillery Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)
Knispel's Battery. (A temporary organization formed of men detached
from the Fourth Cavalry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Kowald's Battery. (Organization not completed; men mustered out
or transferred to Schwartz's Batter}^ Illinois Artiller3\)

Atwater's Battery.

^This battalion was composed of two imlependent batteries,
Mann's.

viz, "Welfiey's

and

)
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Landoracber"s Buttery. (First Flying Batter^'; oriiiiiuiUy Pfennightiusen's: l)ocame Battery F. Second Artillery Regiment, three
years' volunteers.)

Lovejoy's Howitzer Battery, (A temporary organization form(>d of
men detached from various companies of the Second Cavalry Regiment, three years' xolunteers.)
McClanahan's Battery. (A temporary organization formed of men
detached from th(^ Second Cavalry Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
j\Ic]\Iurray's Batteries.
(Batterj^ L, First, and Battery L, Second
Artillery Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
jSIann's Battery.
(Battery B, Backof's Artillery Battalion, three years
volunti'ers; became Battery C, First Artillery Regin]ent, three
years' volunteers.)

Manter's Battery.

(Battery A, F^irst Artillery Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)
Marr's Batteries. (Batteries
and M, F"'irst Artillery Regiment,
three years' volunteers.)
Matthaei's Battery.
(Battery C, F'irst Artillery Kegiment. thi-ee
years' volunteei's.)
Maurice's Batteries. (Batteries B and K, First Artillery Regiment,
three 3'ears' volunteers.)
Miller's Battery.
(Battery I, First Artiller}' Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)
MontgonuM-y's Battery. (Battery II, Second Artillery Regiment,
three years' volunteers.)
Murphy's Battery. (Battery F\ First Artillery Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)
Neustaedter's Battery.
(Battery C, Backof's Artillery Battalion, three
\

K

months'

militia. I8til.)

Nichols's Battery. (Battery K, First xVrtillery Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)
Ffcnnighausen's Battery. (First Independent IJatterv. Flying Artillerv; l)ecame liandgraeber's First Independent Batterv, F^lving
Artillery.)
Powell's Battery. (Battery M, First Artiller}' Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)
Randol's Battery. (Batterv L, First Artillery Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)
Richardson's Batterv. (Batterv D, F^irst Artdlerv Regiment, three
years' volunteers.)
Riemann's I^attery. (Batterv A, First Artillery Regiment. Fnited
States Res{>rve Corps, three years' service; subseiiuently Battery L,
Second Artillery Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Rinne's Battery.
(Battery C, Second Artillery Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)
.Rowland's Battery.
(Battery K, Second Ai'tillery Regiment, three
years' voluntetM's.)
Schaerti's lottery.
(Battery 1), Second Artillery Regiment, three
years' volunteiM-s.)
Scht)tield's BatttMT.
(Battery A. First Artillery Regiment, three
years' volu nteers.
Schoiield Light .\rtillery, Missouri State Militia.
(Became Battery
Sehotield Light Artillery, three years' volunteers.
L. First Light Artillery Regiment, three years' volunteers.)

ORGANIZATIONS IN
Schwarz'.s BatttM-y.
3H^ai'.s'

(Battery

P^,

V.

S.
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Second Artillery Reg-iment, three

voluiitecM's.)

Battery.
(Previously Buel's and Bulliss's; became BatFirst Artillery Regiment, three year.s' volunteers.)
Simonton's Battery. (Battery B, Second Artillery Regiment, three
years' volunteers.)
Stangxvf^ Batteries.
(Battery C, First Artillery Regiment, United
States Reserve Corps, three years' serv.ee, and Batteries E and ]M,
Second Artillery Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Stone's P)atteries. (Batteries C and K, First Artillery Regiment, three
years' volunteers.)
and G, Second Artillery RegiStrodtman's Batteries. (Batteries
ment, three years" volunteers.)
(Battery B, Second Artillery Regiment, three years'
Sutter's Battery.
volunteers.)
Tannrath's Battery. (Battery I, First Artillery Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)
Thurber's Batteries. (First Battery. Missouri State Militia originally Wachsman's and Battery 1j, Second Artillery Regiment,
three years' volunteers.)
Thurneck's Battery. (Battery B, First Artillery Regiment, United
States Reser\e Corps, three years' service.)
Tiemeyer's Battery. (Battery M, First Artillery Regiment, three
years' volunteers.)
(Battery A, Second Artillery Regiment, three years'
Troll's Battery.
volunteers.)
Voelkner's Battery. (Battery F, Second Artillery Regiment, three
years' volunteers.)
Wachsman's Battery. (First Battery. Missouri State Militia, and
Battery A, Second Artillery Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Weltiey's Battery.
(Battery A. Backof's Artillery Battalion, three
years' volunteers; became Batter}' B, First Artillery Regiment,
three years' volunteers.)
(Battery H, First Artillery liegiment, three
Welker's Battery.
years' volunteers.)
AMlkins's Battery.
(Battery B. Backof's Artillery Battalion, three
Sheldoir.s

tery

1,

A

—

—

months' militia.
Yates's Battery.
volunteers.)

18(51.)

(Battery H, First Artillery ReginuMit, three years'

INFANTKY.
First Regiment, tliree months' militia, 1861.
(Also known as German Turner-: composed of 12 com])anies, 2 of which were known as
Companies A aiul B, Riile Battalion.)
First Regiment. ^Missouri State Militia.
First R{>giment, Enrolled Missouri Militia.
(Three companies in
United States service thirty days in 1864.)
First Regiment, United States Reserve Corps, three months' service.
(Composed of 12 companies.)
First Regiment, United States Reserve Corps, three years' service.
First Regiment, three years' volunteers.
(Became First Artilleiy
Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
First R(\gimiMit. Rities. (Eleventh Infantry, three years" volunteers.)
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First Northeast Battalion, three 3'ears' vokinteors."
Second Reoiniont, throe months' militia, 1S«)1.
Second Keuiment, United States Reserve Corps, three months' service.
Second Regiment, United States Reserve Corps, three years' service.
Second l^'^•iment. three vears' volunteers. (Also known as Asboth
RiHcs.)

Second Xortlieast Battalion, three years* volunteers.''
Second Regiment, Rities. (Twelfth Infantry, three years' volunteers.)
Third Re^-iment, three months" militia, iS()l. (Composed of 12 companies, 2 of which were known as Companies A and B. Rifle Battalion.)
Third Reo-iment. United States Reserve ('orps. three months' service.
Third Rci;iment. United States Reserve Cor))s. three years' service.
(Consolidated with the Gasconade County Infantry Btittalion, United
St;ites Reserve Corps, three years' service, to form the Fourth
Infantry Reo-ini(Mit, three years' volunteers.)

Third Regiment, thi-ee years' volunteers.
(Also known as
Fourth Reo-inient, three months' militia, 18»)1.
Schwarze oi- Black Jager Reoiment; composed of 12 companies, 2 of
which were known as Comjmnies L and M, RiHe Battalion.)
Fourth Regiment, United States Reserve Corps, three months' service.
(Composed of 12 companies, 2 of which were known as Companies
L and M, RiHe Battalion.)
Fourth Regiment, United States Reserve Corps, three years' service.
Fourth Regiment, three years' volunteers.
Fifth Regiment, three months' militia, iSOl.
Fifth Regiment, United States Reserve Corps, three months' service.
Fifth Regiment. United States Reserve Corps, three years' service.
(Became the Fifth Infantry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Fifth Regiment, three years' volunteers.
Sixth Regiment, three years' volunteers.
Seventh Regiment, three years' volunt(HM's, (Also known as Irish
Seventh.)

Fighth Regiment, three years' volunteers.

(Also

known

(Also

known

as

American

Zouaves.)

Ninth Regiment, three years' volunteers.

as Zouaves;.

became Fifty-ninth Illinois Infantry.)
Tenth RegimtMit, three years' volunteers.
Flcventh Regiment, three years' volunt(>ers.

(Also

known

as

First

R(\gim(>nt, RiHes.)

Twelfth Regiment, three years' volunteers. (Also known as Second
Regiment. Rilles.)
Thirteenth Regiment, three years' volunteers, old. (Also known as
Upper Thirteenth; ])ecame Twenty-fifth Infantry Regiment, three
years' volunteers.)

^Thirteenth Regiment, three years" volunteers, new. (Became Twentysecond OJiio \\)lunteers.)
Fourteenth ReginuMit. three years' volunteers. (Also known as Birge's
or Western Sharpsliooters became Sixty-sixth ///i/io/'s Infantry.)
Fifteenth Regiment, three vears' volunteers. (Also known as Swiss
;

Rities.)

and Second Northeast battalions mentioned in this list were consoliform the Twetity-lirst Missouri Infantry, three years' volunteers. They
are separate and distinet from the ortiauizations of the same desiirnations mentioned
in tlie list of Home (.iuard oriranizations i>aitl through the a'j;eiu'y of the Hawkins
Tavlor Commission.
''The First

<lated to
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Sixteenth Rooiniont. three years' voUintecrs.

(Oro-anization not com-

A

l)ec'aiiie Company A, Twenty-seventh Infantry
pleted; Coinpany
Keo-inient. three years' vokintecM's; the remaining- members of the
regiment were assio'ned to Illittols reii-inients.)
(Also known as
Seve'iiteeuth Reo-iment, three years' volunteers.

Western Turner

Rifles.)

Eighteenth Regiment, three years' volunteers. (Also known as Morgan
Rangers.)
Nineteenth Regiment, three years' volunteers. (Also known as Lyon
Regiment; 4 companies organized; consolidat(Hl with Third Infantiy"
Regiirent, three years' volunteers.)
Twentv-lirst Regiment, three years' volunteers."
TwentV-second Battalion, three years' volunteers. (Consolidated with
Tenth and Twenty-fourth Infantry Regiments, three years' volunteers.)

Twentv-third Regiment, three years' volunteers.
Twenty-fourth Regiment, three years' volunteers.

(Also

known

as

Lvon

Legion.)
Twenty-tifth Reoiment. three years' volunteers.

(Consolidated with
the Engineer "Regiment of the West to form the First Engineer
Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Twentv -sixth Regiment, three years' volunteers.
TwentV-seventh Regiment, three years' volunteers.
Twenty-seventh Regimetit, Mounted Infantry, three years' volunteers.
(Also known as Johnson County Home Guards.)
Twenty-eighth Regiment, three years' volunteers. (Organization not
completed; changed to form Tenth Cavalry Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)

Twentv-ninth Regiment, three years' volunteers.
(Also known as ShamThirtieth Regiment, three years' volunteers.
rock Regiment.)
Thirty-first Regiment, three years' volunteers."
ThirtV-second Regiment, three vears' volunteers.''
Thirty-third Regiment, three years' volunteers. (Also known as Merchants' Regiment.)
(Organization not
Thirty-fourth Regiment, three years' volunteers.
completed; consolidated with Thirtieth Regiment.)
Thirtv-tifth Regiment, three vears' volunteers.
(Organization not
ThirtV-sixth Regiment, three years' volunteers.
conipleted; consolidated with Thirty-second Infantry, three years'
volunteers.)
(Organization not
Thirty-seventh Regiment, three years' volunteers.
completed; one officer mustered in and out of service; no record of
enlisted men.)
Thirty-eighth Regiment, three years' volunteers. (Organization not
completed; officers mustered out; no record of enlisted men.)
Thirty-ninth Regiment, six and twelve months' volunteers.

The Twenty-first Regiment \\as
» The Twentieth Eegiment was not organized.
formed by consoUdation of the First and Second Northeast Infantry battahons, three
•
vears' volunteers.
" The Thirtv-first and Thirty-second Infantry, three years' volunteers, were consohdated into' a battahon known as the Consolidated Battalion, Thirty-first and

Thirty-second Missouri Volunteers, subsequently designated
Infantry Regiment, three years' volunteers.

the

Thirty-second
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Fortieth lioo-imciit, twelve months' vohmteers.
twelve months' volunteers.
Forty-second Keoiment, six and twelve months' volunteers.
Forty-third R(\o"inient, twelve months' volunteers.
Forty-fourth Reii"inient, six and twelve months' vokuiteers.
Forty-Hftli Re^-inient, six and twelve months' volunteers.
Forty- sixtii Kej^iment. six months' volunteei's.
Forty-seventh Kegiment, six months' volunteers.
Forty-eighth Regiment, six and twehe months' volunteers.
Forty-ninth Regiment, twelve months' volunteers.
Fiftieth Regiment, six and twelve months' volunteers.
Fifty-first Regiment, twelve months' volunteers.''
Sixty-third Regiment, Enrolled Missouri Militia. (Four companies in
United States service in lSt>4.)
American Zouaves. (Eighth Infantrv Regiment, three vears' volunForty-tii'st Kei>-iinent,

teers.)

Asboth

.

Ritles.
(Second Infantry" Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Bayles's Independent Company, Riiies, three months' militia, 1801.
(Also known as L3^on Guard.)
Benton Cadets (regiment), three years' volunteers.
Birge's Sharpshooters.
(Fourteenth Infantry Regiment, three years^
volunteers.)
Black Jager. (Fourth Infantry Regiment, three months' militia, 1861.)
Byrne's Unattached Company, Missouri State ^Militia, (Became Company A, First Infantry Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)
Dietrich's Independent Company, United States Reserve Corps, three
years' service.
Gasconade County Battalion, United States Reserve Corps, three
years' service.
(Consolidated with the Third Infantry Regiment,
United States Reserve Corps, three years' service, to form the
Fourth Infantry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
German Turners. (First Infantry RegimiMit, three months' militia.)
Holman's Battalion (sharpshooters), three years' volunteers. (Consolidated with the Twenty-sixth Infantry Regiment, three years'
volunteers.)
Irish Seventh. (Seventh Infantry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
Kansas City Battalion, United States Reserve Corps. (Van Horn's
Battalion. United States Reserve Corps, three years' service.)
Kendrick Guai-ds. (Companv I, First Infantrv Regiment, Missouri
State Militia.)
King's Independent (Company A, Railroad Patrol (Juard, United States
Reserve Corps, three j'ears' service. (Also known as Railroad
Patrol Guard.)
Krekel's Battalion, United States Reserve Corps, three years' service.
Lyon Guard. (Bajies's Independent Company, Ritles, three months'
militia, 1801.)
Lyon Legion. (Twentv-fourth Infantry Regiment, three j'ears' volunteers.)
Lyon Regiment. (Nineteenth Infantry Regiment, three 3"ears' volun-

teers.)
"

})ut

Recruiting was begun for the Fifty-i^econd to the Fifty-sixth Regiment, inchisive,
none of these regiments was completed, and tlie recruits were assigned to the

Fifty-tirst

Regiment.
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Marion Battalion, United States Reserve Corps, three years' service.
(Companies C and D became Companies D and C, respectively, of
the Twenty-second Infantry Battalion, three years' v^olunteers.
See
also Marion County oro-anization, Home Guards.)
Merchants' Reg-iment. (Thirty-third Infantrj^ Regiment, three vears'
volunteers.)
]\Iorgan Rangers.
(Eighteenth Infantry Regiment, three j^ears' volunteers.)
Osterhaus's Battalion, three months' militia, 1861.
(Also known as
Ride Battalion; attached to Second Regiment, three months' militia.)
Phelps's Regiment, six months' volunteers.
Railroad Patrol Guard.
(King's Independent Company, United
States Reserve Corps, three years' service.)
Schw^arze Jager.
(Fourth Infantr}' Regiment, three months' militia.
^ ISf'.l.)

Shamrock Regiment.

(Thirtieth

Infantrv

Regiment, three

years'

volunteers.)

Swiss

Rifles.

(Fifteenth Infantry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)
(Thirteenth Infantr}^ Regiment, old, three years^

Upper Thirteenth.

volunteers.)
Battalion, United States Reserve (^oips, three j^ears' service.
(Also known as Kansas Cit}' Battalion, United States Reserve

Van Horn's
Corps.)

Western Sharpshooters.

(Fourteenth Infantry Regiment, three

j^ears'

volunteers.)

Western Turner

Rities.

(Seventeenth Infantry Regiment, three years^

volunteers.)

Zouaves.

(Ninth Infantry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)

ENGINEERS.
First Regiment, three years' volunteers.
Engineer Regiment of the West, three years' volunteers. (Consolidated with the Twenty -fifth Infantry Reg-iment, three years' volunteers, to form the First Engineer Regiment, three 3'ear.s' volunteers.)

PIONEERS.
Voerster's Independent

Company, three months'

militia, 186].

PIONEERS, SAPPERS AND MINERS.
Gerster's Companv A, three years' volunteers.
(Became
H, Fifth Infantry Reg-iment, three 3'ears' volunteers.)

Company

PONTONIERS.

Winklemaier's Company, three years' volunteers. (Became
K, Fifth Infantry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)

Company

SAPPERS AND MINERS.
Balz's Company, three years' volunteers.
Veith's Company, Missouri State Militia.

(Became Company H, First

Infantry Regiment, Missouri State Militia.)

"
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AND TOXTONIKKS.

Voerstcr'.s Conipiuiy, three 3'ears' volunteers.

(Beciinie Coiwptiny

1,

Fifth Infantry Regiment, three years' volunteers.)

TELKGKAPH

COKl'S.

Smith's Company, three years" volunteers.

HOME GUARDS,
[Called into active service

1.SG1.

and paid through the agency

of the

Hawkins Taylor Commission.]

First Reoiment, Northeast Missouri, consisting- of 4 cavalry and 12
infantry companies.
First Reo-iment, United States Reserve Corps.
(Also known as Union
Home (niards. and Cole County Home Guards.)
Second Regiment, Northeast Missouri. (Also known as Knox County

Home Guards.)
Fourteenth Battalion. Missouri Volunteers.
Fifteenth Battalion, United States Reserve Corps.
(Also known as
Polk County Home (xuards.)
Adair County Comi)any. (Shibley's Point Home Guards.)
Adair County Company, commanded by Capt. eJames E. Gordon.
Alexandria Home Guard Cavalry. (Company C, First Northeast
Missouri Regiment.)
Benton County Battalion, commanded hy Col. Henry Imhauser. (Also
known

as

German

Battalion.)

Boonville Battalion Reserve Corps, commanded by Maj. Joseph A.
Eppstein.
Boonville Reserve Corps, Independent Company A, commanded ])v
Capt. Joseph A. Eppstein.
Boonville Ccmipany, commanded by Capt. Frederick AV. Becker.
Brook lield Company, commanded by Capt. Watson E. Crandall. (Also
known as Independent Company A, Missouri Reserve Corps. See

Linn County Company.)
Caldwell C-ounty Company, commanded l)y Capt. Moses L. James.
Caldwell County Company, commanded I)v Capt. Ed. D. Johnson.
Caldwell County Company (cavalry), commanded by Capt. Washington T. Fillson.

Caldwell County Independent Company, commanded l)v Capt. .lames
R. Murph}'.
(Shoal Creek Rangers.)
Cape Girardeau Countv Battalion, commanded b\- ^lai. Georo'e H.

Cramer.

Cape Girardeau Battalion, commanded l)y Lieut. Col. Lindsay Murdoch.
(Also known as Fremont Rangers Battalion.)
Carondelet Company, United States Reserve Cor})s, commanded by
Capt. Henry Xagel.
(Also known as United States Reserve Corps,
lnde})endent Company A; ))ecame Company F, Fifth Infantr}' Regiment, United States Reserve Corps, three years" service.)
Cass County Company, commanded by Capt. Aaron Thomas.
Christian County.
(See Greene and Christian Counties organization.)
Clinton County Company, commanded 1)V Cai)t. William A. Edgsir.
Clinton County Company, commaiuled by Cai)t. Hugh L. W. Rogers.
Cole County ReginuMit. t-ommanded by Col. Allen P. Riciiaidson.
(First United States Reserve Corps, Home (Juards.)
Dade County Company, commanded by Capt. Theodore A. Switzler.
(Also known as Fremont Rangers.)

ORGANIZATIONS IN

U.

S.

SERVICE.

225

Dallas County Battalion, eoniniancled b}^ Col. William B. Edwards.
De Soto Company, commanded b}^ Capt. Allen Cook. (Also known
as Jetlerson County Company.)
Doug-las County Company (cavalry), commanded by Capt. John S.

Upshaw.
Franklin Countv Battalion, conmianded bv Maj. William C. Inks.
(Pacitic City Battalion.)
Franklin County Battalion, Reserve Corps, commanded by Col. James
\V. Owens.
Fiemont Rangers, Independent Company, commanded by Capt. Wil-

liam J. Bucld.

Fremont Rangers Battalion. (Cape Girardeau Battalion.)
Fremont Rangers. (Dade County Company.)
Gasconade County Battalion, commanded by Lieut. Col. Julius
Ilundhauscn.

Gasconade County Battalion, commanded by Col. James A. Matthews.
Gentry Countv Battalion, commanded by Col. Manlove Cranor.
German Battalion. (Benton County Battalion.)
Greene County Company, conmianded by Capt. Colley B. Holland.
Greene ancf Christian Counties organization, consisting of 14 companies,
commanded by C'ol. John S. Phelps.
Harrison County Regiment, commanded by Col. Henry O. Nevill.
Hickory County Battalion, commanded l)y Maj. -J. B. Hastain.
(De Soto Company.)
Jeti'erson County Company.
Johnson County Regiment, commanded by Col. James D. Eads."
Johnson Count}^ Company, commanded by Capt. John P. McCluney.
Knox County Regiment. (Second Regiment, Northeast Missouri

Home

Guards.)

Lawrence County Battalion, commanded by Col. James C. Martin.
Lawrence Countv Cavalrv Companv, commanded bv Capt. Peter F.
Clark.

Lawrence County Company. (Stone Prairie Company.)
Lexington County Company, conmianded b}^ Capt. Frederick R. Neet.
(Companv K, Fourteenth Battalion, Home Guards.)
Linn County Company, commanded by Capt. Robert McCollum.
Linn County Company. (Brooki^eld Company.)
Livingston County Company, conmianded by Capt. Peter Sutliff.
Marion County organization, consisting of Company A, commanded
by Capt. Joseph Loomis, and Company B, commanded b}- Capt.
Louis Souther.''
Missouri Reserve Corps, Independent
pany.)

Company A.

(Brooktield

Com-

Moniteau County Company, commanded by Capt. John F. PothoU'.
Nodaway County Battalion, commanded by Col. William J. W. Bickett.
Osage County Battalion, commanded by Maj. Chesley Glover.
Osage CountV Company B, Independent, commanded by Capt. John
B. Cooper.
* Only the field and .staff of this regiment were paid by the Hawkins Taylor Commission. The regiment became the Twenty-seventh Mounted Infantrv, three years'
volunteers.
It appears that there were four companies organized under the command of
Maj. Josiah Hunt, but only Companies A and B were paid by the Hawkins Taylor
Commission. Companies C and D became Compa.iies D and C, respectively, of the
Twenty-second Infantry Battalion, three years' volunteers.
''

S.

Doc. 412

15
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Osage and Hkkoiv County organization, consisting of IT companies,
coninmndod by Col. Joseph AA'. McCliirg.
Ozark County Coni|)any, conuiiand(>d by Capt.
V. Martindale.
Ozark County Company. Cnitod Statt^s lioserve Cor})s Cavalry, com-

W

.

l)v Capt. Thomas B. S. Stone.
(Also known as United
States Reserve Corps, Company A, Ozark County.)
Pacitic City Battalion.
(See Franklin County Battidion.)
Pettis County Company, commanded by Capt. ^^'illiam H. Burke.
Pettis County Company, commanded l)y Capt. John
'riiatcher.
Pettis Countv netachment. Company A, conmianded l»y Capt. Sanuiel

manded

W

IMontgomerv.
Phelps County Com})any, commanded l)y Capt. William Wenzid.
Phelps County Company, connnanded by Capt. John W. Bennight.
Pike County Battalion, connnanded by Col. George \\'. Anderson.
Pilot Knob Company, conmianded by Capt. Ferdinand Schmitz.
Polk C'ounty Battalion. (Fifteenth United t^^tates Reserve Corps.)
Potosi County Company, commanded by Capt. George R. French.
Putnam County Company, conmianded by Capt. James G. Gyles.
Putnam County Company, commanded by Ca])t. Hugh Roberts.
Putnam County Company, commanded by Capt. AVilliani IL Bogle.

Putnam County Company, commanded l)y Capt. Sylvester S. Collins.
Putnam County Company. (Shawneetown Company.)
Schuyler County Company, commanded b}' Capt. William H. Bolander.
Scott County Battalion, United States Reserve Corps, commanded bj'^
Maj. Daniel Abbey.
Scouts and Guides, Independent Companv, commanded bv Capt. William J. Budd.''
Shawneetown Company, commanded ))y, Capt. flames Ewing. (See

Putnam County Company.)
Shelby County Company. United States Reserve Corps, commanded
by Capt. floseph II. Forman.
Shibley's Point Company, commanded by Capt. Jacob R. Cook.
(See
Adair Counts' Company.)
Shoal Creek Rangei-s, commanded by Capt. James R. iMur[)li3\
(See
Caldwell County Independent Company.)
Spies. Scouts, and Messengers, Independent Company, commanded by
Capt. John M. Richardson."
Charles County Regiment, commanded by Col. Arnold Krekel.
Stone Count}' Battalion, commanded by Col. Asa G. Smith.
Stone County Company, Independent, commanded by Capt. James
St.

M. Moore.
Stone Prairie Company, commanded by Capt. John Sexton.

known
Sullivan
Sullivan
Sullivan
Sullivan

(Also

Lawrence Count}' Company.)
County Company, commanded by Capt. Victor Doze.
County Company, commanded by Capt. James W. Cooper.
County Company, commanded by Capt. William S. Meals.
County Company, commanded by Capt. Aaron P. Connaughty.
as

Home Guards. (First United States Reserve Corps.)
United States Reserve Corps, Independent Company A. (Carondelet
Compjiny.)
United States Reserve Corps Cavalry, Comjiany A, Ozark County.
(Ozark County Company.)
W^ebster County Battalion, commanded 1)v Col. Xoah 11. Hampton.

Union

"Though not Home Guards, this company was paid on the report of the Hawkins
Tavlov Commipsion.

.

OF MISSOURI ORGANIZATIONS OF MILITIA,
CITIZEN GUARDS, AND MARINE CORPS NOT IN
THE MILITARY SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES.'

LIST

SIX

MONTHS

MILITIA.

First Battalion (All)iii\s).
Second Battalion (Cox's).

Third Regiment (Dallniever's).
Third Battalion ( Joseph's)
Fourth Regiment (Simpson's).
Fourth Battalion (Thompson's).
Fifth Regiment (Fagg's).
Sixth Regiment (Cranor's).
Sixth Battalion (Burris's).

Seventh Battalion (Harrison County).

known

as First Battalion.)
(Attached to Simpson's Regiment.)
Burris's Battalion.
(Also known as Sixth Battalion.)
(Attached to Washington County
Castleman's Independent Compan3\
Battalion.)
Cox's Battalion. (Also known as Second Battalion.)

Albin's Battalion.

(Also

Brewer's Independent Company.

Cochran's Independent Company C.
(Also known as Sixth Regiment.)
Cranor's Regiment.
Dallmeyer's Regiment. (Also known as Third Regiment.)
Fagg's Regiment. (Also known as Fifth Regiment.)
Fen wick's Independent Company. (Attached to Simpson's Regiment.)
Grundy County Battalion, commanded b}^ Lieut. Col. Walter King.
Harrison County Battalion, commanded by Maj. .1. A^^ Caseboth.
(Also known as Seventh Battalion.)
James's Battalion.
eloseph's Battalion.
(Also known as Third Battalion.)
Kimljall's Regiment.

Leg's Independent Company.

Man's Independent Compan3\
"This list was compiled from the otKcial reports of the adjutant-general of the
State of Missouri, the records of the "War Department, and the rolls tiled in the otfice
of the Auditor for the War Department upon which the State was reimbursed for
expenses incurred in the organization and maintenance of its militia. Although
based upon such data as are accessible to the War Department, it is possible that it
does not include some organizations that were in the State service, and it is known
that it does not include some organizations of Citizen and Home Guards which were
not recognized either as militia of the State or as in the service of the United States.
The records of these organizations are very meager, especially of those formed in
1861 which were not paid through the agency of the Hawkins Taylor Commission.
''The rolls upon which the State was reimbursed for exj^enses incurred are filed
in the office of the Auditor for the War Department.
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Moivcr County

Biittalion, t'oniinancled by Lieut. Col. Jame.s J. Chirk.
Murclot'k's Indopendeiit Company.
Kico's IiuU'pondrnt Company, Lioht Artillery.
(Attached to Fagg's

Keojment.)
Kiehardson's Battalion.
Simpson\s KeginuMit. (Also known as Fourth Regiment.)
Thompson's Battalion, (Also known as Fourth Battalion.)
Turley's Independent Compan}'.
"Washington County Battalion, eonnnanded hy Lieut. Col. F. B. Elmer.
WaN'ne County Cavahy Company, commanded b}' Capt. P. L. Powers.

ENROLLED MISSOURI

MILITIA."

First Regiment.''
First St. Louis County Cavalry Battalion.
to Thirteenth Regiment, inclusive.
Sixteenth and Seventeenth regiments.
Nineteenth and Twentieth regiments.

Second

Twenty-second to Twenty-fourth Regiment, inclusive.
Twenty-tifth Regiment, including an attached battalion of 3 additional companies.
Twenty-sixth Regiment.
Twenty-seventh Regiment, including an additional attached company.
Twenty-eighth Regiment, including an attached battalion of '2 additional companies.
Twenty-ninth to Thirty-ninth Regiment, inclusive.
Fortieth Regiment, including an attached battalion of 3 additional

com])anies.
Forty-tirst and Forty-second regiments.

Forty-third Regiment, including an attached battalion of 2 additional
companies.
Forty-fourth Regiment, including an attached battalion of 2 additional
companies.
Fortv-tifth to Fifty-ninth Regiment, inclusive.
Sixtieth Regiment, including an attached battalion of 2 additional
companies.
Sixty-first and Sixty-second regiments.
Sixty-third Regiment, including an additional attached company.'^
Sixty-fourth Regiment, including an attached battalion of 2 additional
companies.
Sixty-fifth to Sixty-eighth Regiment, inclusive.
Sixty-ninth Regiment, including an attached battalion of 2 additional
companies.
Seventieth Regiment.
Seventy-lirst Regiment, including an attached battalion of 5 additional
companies.
Seventy- second and Seventv-third regiments.
Seventy-fourth Regiment, includingan attached battalion of 2 additional
companies.
Seventy -fifth to Eighty-ninth Regiment, inclusive.
° The rolls upon which the State was reimbursed for expenses iiunirred are filed
in the office of the Auditor for the War Department.
Three com])auies of the First Regiment were mustered into the United States
service in 1864 for thirty days.
"^Four companies of the Sixty-third Regiment were mustered into the United
States service in 18G4 for thirty days.
*»
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Company (unattached), connnandedby Capt. David Fonts.
Andrew County Battalion (name of battalion commander not ascerAUensville
tained).

Bollinger Count}^ Company (unattached), commanded by Capt. John R.
Cochran.
Bollinger Count}^ Company (unattached), commanded In- Capt. James

Johnson.
Bollinger County

Company

(unattached),

commanded by

Company

(unattached),

commanded by

Capt. George

W.

Reynold.
Bollinger County
Rogers.

Capt.

Buchanan County Company (unattached), commanded by Capt.

James

C

E.

Landr}'.

Buchanan Count}^ Compan}^ (unattached), commanded by Capt. William
Randall.

Callaway County Company (unattached), commanded by Capt. Hiram
Cornell.

Callaway County Company (unattached), originally commanded by
Capt. William T. Snell, subsequently by Capt. Isaac T. Snedecor.
Cass County Company (unattached), commanded by Capt. Alexander
Robinson.
Clay County Company (unattached), commanded by Capt. John W.
Younger.
Howard County Battalion, commanded byMaj. Benjamin Reev^es.
Independence Company A, Home Guards, commanded by Capt. Peter
Hinter.

Independence Company A, Citizen
Peter Hinter.
Independence Company B, Citizen

Home Guards, commanded

by Capt.

Home Guards, commanded by Capt.

Francis Little.

Independence Compan}', commanded by First Lieut. William N. O.
Monroe. (Also known as Wayne Cit\^ Independent Company.)
Iron County Compan}^ (unattached), conmmnded by Capt. Joseph
Wilson.
Iron Mountain Railroad Compan}^ (unattached), commanded by Capt.
John Buchanan.
Iron Mountain Railroad Company (unattached), commanded b}^ Capt.
Phineas J. Warren.
Maries Count}' Company (unattached), commanded by Capt. John M.
Beezley.

Maries County Company (unattached), commanded by Capt. V. G.
Latham.
Meramec Iron Works Company-, commanded by Lieut. Thomas J.
GrifBth.
(Attached to Sixty -third Regiment.)
Mississippi County Battalion, commanded by Col. Henr\' J. Deal.
(Consolidated with the Seventy-ninth Regiment.)
Mississippi County Company (unattached), commanded bj^Capt. Edwin
P. Diehl.
(Became Company A, Seventy-ninth Regiment.)
Mississippi County Company (unattached), commanded by Capt. L. W.
Pritchett.
(Became Company B, Seventy-ninth Regiment.)
Montgomery's Company (unattached).
New Madrid County Company (unattached), commanded by Capt. H. A.

Applegate.

New Madrid County Company
Samuel Coleman.

(unattached),

commanded by

Capt.
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Btittalion (name of battalion commander not ascertained).
County C'ompany Kailroad Guards (unattached), commanded by
Capt. John S. Kolloi^o-.
Kandolpli County Company (unattached), commanded bj' Capt. John

Pike County
Platte

A. llix.
Kandolpli County

Company

(unattached),

commanded by Capt.

Silas

Kico.

Battalion, commanded
to Forty-fourth Regiment).

Rayonna

by Capt. John O. Williams.

(Attached

Louis County Com])any (unattached), City Post Band, commanded
by Capt. Frank Booinn.
St. Louis County Company (unattached). Corps of Detectiyes, commanded by Cai)t. (ieoroe Deagio.
St. Louis County Com})any (unattae-lied), Old Guard, commanded ])y
Capt. N. H. Clark.
St. Louis County Company (unattached), cayalry, commanded by Capt.
St.

Frederick Walter.
Louis Police I^attalion, commanded by Maj.

,]. E. D. Couzens.
Scott County C/ompany (unattached), commanded by Capt. James T.
Andcu'son.
Scott County Company (unattached), commanded by Capt. William W.

St.

Campbell.
Scott County

Company

(unattached), connnanded

by Capt. Samuel

Tanner.
Wayne City Independent Company, Independence Company, commanded by First Lieut. William N. O. Monroe.

ENROLLED MISSOURI

PROVISIONAI.
[Orgaiiizt'd

under authority

of the

governor

of the State,

MILITIA."
dated February

3, 1863.]

First to Eleventh Regiment, inclusive.''

Company D, Twenty-sixth Regiment.
PROVISIONAL ENROLLED MILITIA."
[Organized under General Orders, No.

107,

headquarters Department of the Missouri, dated .June

28,

18(14.]

Anderson's Company.
Ba))coke\s

Company.

Baker's Company.
Baskins's Company.
I)eden's

Company.

Bingham's Company.
J^ollinger's C'ompany.
Boyd's C\)m])a!iy.

Bray's Comj)any.

Brown's Company.
Carrothors's Company.
Castor's Company.

Dawson's Company
Day's Coni})any.
Dietrich's

(originallj' McCaslen's).

Company.

"The rolls upon which the State was reimbin-sed for expenses incurred are filed in
the office of the .Vuditor for the W'-av lX>i>ai'tinent.
''The Sixth and Seventii rcji;iments were imi.stered into the service of the United
States for the period of twenty months, and became the Sixteenth and Fifteenth
regiments, Missouri Cavalry, respectively.

.
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FergU!son\s Company.
FiLson's Company.
Fink's Company.
Foster's Company.
Frazcr\s Company'.

Gaddy\s Company.
Garth's Company
Gatzwcller's Company.
Green's Company.
Hale's Company.
Harris's Company, commanded by Capt.*A. J. Harris.
Harris's Company, commanded by Capt.^flohn A. Harris.
Hart's Company.

Hartwig's Compain'

(artillery).

Company.
Hoover's Company.
Hume's Company.
flohnson's Company, commanded b}" Capt. Abraham Johnson.
Johnson's Compau}'. commanded by Capt. Henry D. Johnson.
Kendrick's Company.
Leo-g''s Company.
Lennon's Company.
Lono's Company.
Holland's

Mace's Compan}-.
McCaslen's Company
McNeill's Company.^

(tinall}'

Dawson's).

McNiitt's Company.
Major's Company.

Mason's Compan3\
Mayo's C^ompany.
jVIilier's

Company.

Morehouse's Company.
Morris's Company.

Newman's Company.
Pahuer's Company.
Parpara's Company.
Pinoer's Compan3\

Pwiehaus's Compan}^
Rallston's Company.
Real's Company.

Kenshaw's Company.
Schelsky's Company.
Shoem;iker's Company.
Spickard's Company.
Steines's Company.
Wehde's Company.
Winters's Company.

MISSOURI MILITIA.'*
[Organized under General Order.s, No.

3,

headquarters State of Missouri, dated January

Audrain County Companv, commanded bv First

I^ieut.

30.

lS(i.i.]

John L.

Mitchell.

Babcoke's Company.
"The rolls uiioii which the State was reimbursed for expenses incurred are filed in
the office of the Auditor for the War Department.
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Bates County Company, comnumdcd by Fir.st Lieut. John Atkinson.
Benton Count}' Conipan}', conanuinded l)y First Lieut. John Cos^rove.
Bollinger Count}' Company, commanded by Capt. John R. Cochran.
Boone County Company, commanded by Capt. Henry N. C/Ook.
Boone County Platoon, commanded by First Lieut. D. P. J. Dozier.
Bridges North Missouri Railroad Company, commanded by Capt.

Luman W.

Story.

Callaway County Company, connnanded by First Lieut, ^^'illiam H.
Thomas.
Camden County Company, commanded by Capt. Henry G. Bolling'er.
Cape Girardeau County Comi)any, commanded l\y Capt. Ezra King.
Carroll and Liyingston Counties Company, commanded by First Lieut.
Daniel Hooyer.
Cass County Company, commanded by First Lieut. Joseph Burk.
Chariton County Company, commanded by Capt. Peter R. Dolman.
Christian County Company, commanded by First Lieut. T. J. Gideon.
Clay County Company, commanded by Capt. Robert McMillan.
Clay and Clinton Counties Company, commanded by Capt. John W.
Younger.
Cooper County Company, commanded by Capt. George Miller.
Cooper and Moniteau Counties Company, conmianded by Capt. John
B. Calhoun.

Crawford County Company, conmianded by Capt, N. G. Clark.
Dent County Company, commanded l)y Capt. G. A. Kenamore.
Dunklin County Company, commanded by First Lieut. William L.
White.

Henry and Bates Counties Company, commanded by
Weayer.
Howard County
Howard County
Jackson County
Jasper County

Company,
Company,
Company,
Company,

connnanded

])y

Capt. AVilliam

Capt. William R. Forbes.

commanded by Capt. Warren W. Harris.
commanded l)y Capt. ^^'illiam S. Smith.
commanded i)y First Lieut. Lyman J.

Burch.

Johnson County Company, commanded ])y Capt. William E. Chester.
La Fayette County Company, commanded by First Lieut. R. W. P.
Mooney.
Lincoln County Company, commanded ])y Capt. John M. Reed.
Linn County Company, commanded by First Lieut. B. F. Carter.
Linn County Company, commanded ])y Capt. Rice Morris.
Liyingston County Company, commanded ]\y First Lieut. A. J.
Boucher.

Macon County Company, commanded by First Lieut. Robert Dayis.
Miller County Company, commanded hy ('apt. John B. Salsman.
Mississippi County Company, commanded by Capt. John A. Rice.
Montgomery and Warren Counties Company, connnanded by Capt.

S.

W,

Hopkins.
IMorgan County Compan}-, commanded

l)y

Capt. R. P. Ruley.
First Lieut.
Sanmel

Newton County Company, commanded by

Achord,
Osage and Maries Counties Company, commanded

l)v

Capt.

James M.

Dennis.

Ozark and Douglas Counties Company, commiuided by Capt. Charles
K. Ford.

Company, commanded by Capt, H. P. Dow.
Perry County Company, commanded by Capt. Hiram Minor,

Pacific Railroad
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coinmanded by Capt, H. C. Donnohue.
Pike Count}' Company, oonnnanded ])y Capt. William Kerr.
Platte County Company, commanded l)y First Lieut. Franklin
Luthey.
Pulaski and Texas Counties Company, commanded by Capt. Richard
Pettis Count}' Conipuny,

Murphy.
and Marion Counties Company, commanded by First

Kalis. ^lonroe,

Lieut.

Henry

C. Cxentry.

Kandolph County Company, commanded by Capt. Alexander Denny.
Randolph County Company, commanded by Capt. Charles F. Mayo.
Rav and Caldwell Counties Company, commanded by Capt. Clayton
tiffin.

St. Clair

8t.

County Company, commanded

Franfois County Company,

Millert.
Ste. Genevieye

l)y

Capt. Benjamin F. Cook.
l)y First Lieut. F. A.

commanded

,

Flood.
Saline County

County Company, comujanded by First Lieut. Dayid

Company, commanded by Capt. John

S. Crain.

Southwest Branch Pacific Railroad Company, commanded by Capt.
Thomas Thomas.
Stoddard County Company, commanded l)y First Lieut. Louis M.
Ringer.

Stoddard and Dunklin Counties Company, commanded by Capt.

J. C.

Thompson.
Stone County Company, commanded by Capt, Patrick C. Berry.
Taney County Com])any, commanded by Capt. William L. Fenex.
Wright County Company, commanded by Capt. Thomas K. Paul.
MISSOURI MILITIA.''
[Organized under the ordinance of the State Convention of April

8,

1866.]

First to Third Regiment, inclusiye.
First to Third Battalion, inclusiye.
Fourth and Fifth regiments.
Fifth Battalion.

Sixth Regiment.
Sixth 13attalion.
Eighth to Eighty-foui'th Regiment, inclusiye.
Benton Barracks Battalion, commanded by Maj. John W. McHarg.
Clark County Company (unattached), commanded by Capt. D. A. Day.
Fletcher Guards Company (unattached), conmianded by Capt. S. W.

Hammack.
National (Tiiard Regiment of St. Louis, commanded
schmidt.
CITIZEN GUARDS.''

])y Col.

H. Klein-

First Regiment, Militia Exempts.
First Battalion, Militia Exempts.
Roll? of the.se organizations are doubtless filed in the office of the adjutant-general
of the State.
None are filed in the War Department or in the office of the Auditor
for the War Department.
''The rolls of the few organizations of Citizen Guards mentioned in this list that
were recognized and paid l)y the State, and for which the State was reimbursed by
the United States, are filed in the oftice of the Auditor for tiie War Department, as
are also those of the few companies (Hickman Mills Companies, Kansas City Station
Guards and Westport Police (iuards) that Avere paid througli special l«gislation by
Congress. Such rolls as are known to be in existence, of the (irganizations not paid
either by the State or the United States, are filed in the War Department.
=•

.
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Second Koo-iment, Militia Exempts.
Second Hattalion. Militia Exempts (colored).
Third Rciiinicnt, Militia Exempts.
Third Hattalion, Militia Exempts (unorg-anized).
Fourth Reo-iment. ^lilitia Exempts.
Fifth Keo-iment, Militia Exempts.

Company.

Allen's

Asher's Company.
Baker's Company.

Bald win\s Company
Bale's

Company.

Beaty's Compan}- (Carroll Count}- Guards).
Beesley's Company.
Berry's Company.
•''

Berryman's Company.

Compan\\
Company.
Bog-ard Guards (Wells's Company).
Brown's Cbmpany, commanded l>y Capt, James H. Brown.
Brown's Company, commanded by Capt. Josiah Brown.
Birclitield's

Blaciv's

Burkler's Company'.

Calhoun Guards (Squire's Compan}^).
Carroll County Guards (Beaty's Companj^).
Cavness's Company.
Cleveland's Company.
Cole's Company.
Copenhaver's Company.
Davis's

Company.

Deegan's Company.

Company.

Derrick's

Devinny's Company.
Dillon's

Company.

Donnohue's Company.
Dorman's Company.
Eaton's Company."
Ellis's

Company.

Eneberg-'s Company.
Ewing-'s Company.
Fisher's Comyjany.''
Foster's Company.

Freeman's Company.
Good's Company.
Gorrell's

Company.

Gould's Company.
Grayson's Company.
Grover's Company.''
Harrison's Company."
Harrisonville
Harrisonville

Company, commanded b}' Capt. Alexander Robinson.^
Compan} commanded by Capt. Ellas P. West.'
,

"Organization not confirmed.
''There is ollieial evidence that this company was in existence, but no rolls of
the organization have been found.
" Kecognized by State authorities as an independent company, Enrolled Missouri
Militia.

*

''Recognized l)y State
Missouri Militia.

authorities

as

Company K, Seventy-seventh

Enrolled
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Hrtttoii's Compaii}'.

Hays's Company.
Heismeir's Compan3\
Henderson's Company.

Hickman
Hickman

Mills Company, commanded by First Lieut. Jacob Axline.
Mills Company of Mounted Men, commanded by Capt. David

Tate.

Hoge's Company.
HoUanbeck's Company.
Holt's

Company.

Hudson's Company.
Independence Company A, Home Guard, Enrolled Missouri Militia,
commanded by Capt. Peter Hinter."
Independence Company A, Citizen Home Guards, commanded by
Capt. Peter Hinter.""
Independence Company B, Citizen Home Guards, Missouri Militia,
commanded by Capt. Francis Little.'''
Independence Company, commanded hy First Lieut. William N. O.
Monroe. (Also known as Wayne City Independent Company.)''
Isrigo's Company.''
Jennings's Company, commanded by Capt. Jesse Jennings.
Jennings's Company, commanded by Capt. William Jennings.
Johnson's Company.
Jones's Company, commanded by (3apt. Daniel S. Jones.
'

Jones's

Company, commanded by Capt. James M. Jones.

(Militia), Company E, conmianded by Capt.
Causey.
Kansas City Station Guards, Comi^any A, commanded by Capt. Caleb
A. Carpenter.
Kansas City Station Guards, Company A (Independent), commanded
by Capt. Caleb A. Carpenter.
Kansas City Station Guards, Company B, Missouri State Militia,
commanded by Capt. James Hickman.
Kansas City Station Guards, Company B, commanded by Capt. Rufus

Kansas City Guards
Petei'

]\Iontgall.

Kansas City Station Guards, Company C, commanded by Capt. Jesse P.
Alexander.

Kansas City Station Guards, Company D, commanded by First Lieut.
William J. Gault.
Kansas City Station Guards, Company D, commanded by Capt. B.
F. Newgent.
Kansas City Station Guards, Company D, commanded by Capt. B.
L. Kiggins.

Kansas City Station Guards, Company E, commanded
William 0. Shouse.
Key's Company.''

by Capt.

Kirby's Company.

Lower's Company.
McBride's Company.
jMcMahan's Compan}'.

Mahnken's Company.
Martin's Company.
"Recognized bv State authorities as an independent company, Enrolled Missouri
Militia.
"

Organization not confirmedi
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Company/

Miller'is Coinpan_y,

B, Jefferson City Citizens' Guard.
commanded by Capt. E. G. Mitchell.
commanded by Capt. William A. Mitchell.

Miteheirs Company,
Mitcheirs Company,
Mizell's

Company.

Morgan's Company.
jSIurray's Company, commanded by Capt. ^y. V. Murray.
^Murray's Company, commanded by Capt. William W. Murray.
Norris's Company.
Parazett's Company.
Parker's Company.
Pitts's

Company.

Pleasant Hill Company,
Porter's Com})any.

commanded by

Potter's Company, commanded by Capt.
Potter's Company, commanded by Capt.
Preston's Company.
Price's Company.

Capt.

Andrew

Allen.''

James M. Potter.
Thomas P. Potter.

Reeves's Company."
Robinson's Company.
Samples's Company.
Seaton's Company.
Smith's Company."
Sorrell's

Company.

Squires's Company (Calhoun Guards).
Stark's Company.

Stemons's Company.

Company.
Thompson's Compan}'.
Tinken's Compan3\
Turner's Compan3\
Tutt's Company.
Tyre's Company."

Tao-gart's

Walde's Compaiiy.
Wall's Company.

Ward's Company.
Wear's Company.
AVehde's Company.
Wells's Company" (Bog-ard Guards).
Westport Police (iuard, commanded ])y Capt. William A. Beyis.
Whelchel's Company.
Whitaker's Company.
Williams's Compan3^
Yancj-'s Company.
Zeiler's Company.
MARINE CORPS.
'^

First to Third

Company,

inclusiye.

"Organization not confirmed.
''Recognized by State authorities as

Company

I,

Seventy-seventh Enrolled

M

s-

souri MiHtia.

upon

•^Tlie rolls of the INIarine Corps are filed in the War Department, but the
whii-h payment was made by the Quartermaster's Department are filed in the office
of the Auditor for the War Department.

rolls

CONFEDERATE ORGANIZATIONS.
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INTRODUCTORY, REMARKS.

\-

In order that the status of the Missouri troops in the service of the
State and of the Confederate States during the civil war may be fully
understood, it appears to be necessary to advert to the political relations of the State as maintained b}^ the State government in affiliation
with the Confederate States as distinguished from the government
that represented the State as a member of the Federal Union.
That the State legislature in existence at the outbreak of hostilities
was opposed to the coercion of the seceding States is shown by joint
resolutions adopted at its regular session in Fc))ruary, 1861. in which
it was declared to be the opinion of the general assembly that in the
event of the invasion of the slave States the people of Missouri would
Following is a
instantly rally in defense of their Southern brethren.
cop3' of the resolutions:
JOINT RESOLUTION ON THE SUBJECT OF COERCION.

Whereas, we have learned, with profound regret, that the States of New York and
Ohio have recently tendered men and money to the President of the United States
for the avowed purpose of coercing certain sovereign States of the South which have
seceded, or may secede, from the Federal Union, into obedience to the Federal Government: Therefore,
Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring therein, That we regard
with the utmost abhorrence the- doctrine of coercion as indicated by the action of
the States aforesaid, believing that the same would result in civil war, and forever
destroy any hope of reconstructing the Federal Union. So believing, we deem it our
duty to declare that if there is any invasion of the slave States for the purpose of
carrying such doctrine into effect, it is the opinion of this general assembly that the
people of Missouri will instantly rally on the side of their Southern brethren, to
the invaders at all hazards and to the last extremity.
Resolred, "that the governor of the State be requested to transmit to the governors
of New York and Ohio the above resolutions.
resist

.

Ajjproved, February

[Laws

21';

1861.

of the State of Missouri,

Regular Session, Twenty-first General Assembly,

p. 773.]

In a proclamation dated June 12, 1861, calling the militia into the
active service of the State for the purpose of repelling invasion, and
for other purposes, Governor Jackson said of the political relations of
the State:
In issuing this proclamation I hold it to be my solemn duty to remind you that
Missouri is still one of the United States; that the executive department of the State
government does not arrogate to itself the power to disturb that relation; that that
power has been wisely vested in a convention, which will at the proper time express
your sovereign will, and that meanwhile it is your duty to obey all the constitutional
requirements of the Federal Government; but it is equally my duty to advise you
that your first allegiance is due to your own State, and that you are under no oliligation whatever to obey the unconstitutional edicts of the military despotisni which
has enthroned itself at Washington, nor to submit to the infamous and degrading

sway

of its

rOflficial

wicked minions in this State.
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series

I,

Vol. LIII, p.

698.]

On August
Cabell,

8, 1861, writing from Memphis, Tenn., to Hon. E. C.
Governor Jackson referred to a "declaration of independence"
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issiuHl by him on the 5th of Aug-ust (Official Records of the Union
and Coni'inlcrate Armies, Scries I, Vol. Ill, p. 0;:>'J). No official record
of this proclamation has l)een discovered, l)ut it is pul»lished in Moore's
"Rel)ellion Record;" and as it gives at leno-th tht> views of the governor
as to the political status of the k'^tate and his reasons and authority for
declaring it a "sovereign, free, and independent re})uhlic,"" with full
power to levy war, contract alliances, and "• do all other acts and things
which independent States may of right do," it is here ({uoted in full:

the exercise of the right re.^^erved to the people of Alissouri l)y the treaty under
States acquired the temporary (fonHuion of the country west of the
jNIississippi River, in trust for the several sovereign States afterwards to be formed out
of it, that i)eople did, on the twelfth day of June, one thousand eight hundrc(l and
twenty, " nuitually agree to form and cstahlish a free and independent rei)ul)lic by
the name of the State of Missouri." On the tenth day of August, eighteen hundred
and twenty-one, the State was duly admitted into tlie Tnion of the United States of
America, under the comjwict called the Constitution of the United States, and "on
equal footing with the original States in all respects whatever." The freedom, independence, and sovereignty of ^Missouri, and her etjuality with the other States of the
Union, were thus guaranteed not only by that Constitution, but by the laws of nations
requiring the sacred o))servance of treaties.
In re])eated instances the (Tovernment and i)eople of the States now remaining in
that Union have grossly violated, in their conduct toward the i)eople and State of
Missouri, both the Constitution of the United States and that of Missouri, as well as
the general, great, and essential principles of liberty and free government. Their
President, Abraham l.incoln, in avowed defiance oi law and the Constitution of the
United States, and under the tyrant's plea of necessity, has assumed to ivgulate commerce with foreign nations and among the several States, stopping by violence our
trade with our Southern neighbors, and depriving our citizens of the right secured to
them by a special solemn conii)at-t with the United States to the free navigation of the
Mississi[>pi River,
lie has usurped i>owers granted exclusively to Congress in <leclaring war against the Confederate States; to carry on this unholy attempt to reduce a
free peo})le into slavish subjection to him he has, in violation of the Constitution,
raised and supported armies and ])rovided and maintained a Navy.
Regardless of the right reserved to the States, respectively, of training the militia
and apiiointing its officers, he has enlisted and armed, contrary to law, under the name
of Home (iuards, whole regiments of men, foreigners and others, in our State to defy
the constitutional authorities and plunder and murder our citizens. By armed force
and actual bl(»idshed he has even attempted to deprive the i)eople of their right to
ki't'p and bear arms, in conformity to the State laws, and to form a well-regulated
With his sanction his soldiers havi'
militia necessary to the security of a free State.
been ipiartered in houses without the consent of the owners thereof and without any
authority of law. The riglit of the people to be secure in their persons, liouses, j)apers,
and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures has been habitually and gro.ssly
A'iolated by his officers acting under his orders.
He has utterly ignore(l the binding
force of our constitutional State laws, and carried his insolence to such an extent as
to introduce from other States free negroes into om- midst, and ])lace them in j)osition9
of authority over our white citizens.
He has t'ucouraged the stealing of our slave property. In these and other proceedings the (iovernment and ]M»oi)le of the Northern States have unmistakal)ly shown
their intention to overturn the social institutions of Missouri anil reduce her white
In the execution of his despotii- wishes his
citizens to an equality with the blacks.
agents, without even rebuke from him, have exhibited a brutality scarcely credible
of a nation j)retending to civilization.
Even women and children of tender age have
He has avowedly
fallen victims to the unbridled license of his unfeeling .soldiery.
undertaken to make the civil power subordinate to the military; and with the despicable and cowardly design of thus protei'ting himself and his accomplices, by binding
the consciences of the uuhaj)py victims of his tyranny, he has exacted from jieaceful
To crush
citizens, guilty of no crime, an oath to supjuirt his detestable (iovernment.
out even peaceful and lawful opjiosition to it, he has forcibly and unconstitutionally
suspended the privilege of the writ of habeas cor|)us, and abriilged the freedom of
speech and of the press by subjecting innocent citizens to [Vmishment for mere
opinion's sake, and by preventing the pul)lication of newspapers independent enough
to expose liis treason to liberty.
These manifold and inhuman wrongs were long submitted to in patience and almost
in humility by the peojile of Missouri and their authorities.
Kven when the conduct
of the Lincoln (iovernment had culminated in an open war upon us those authorities
offered to its military connnander in ^lissouri to refer to the people of the State for
III

which the United
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decifiion of the question of our separation from a Government and nation thus openly
Those authorities relied on the principles consecrated in the Declarahostile to us.
tion oi Indepentlence of the I'nited States that to secure the rights of citizens "governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of
the governed; that whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these
ends it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form
asto them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness." Missouri
having an admitted equality with the original States which had made this declaration,
it was hoi)ed that tlie rights tlierein asserted would not be denied to her iieojjle.
Her authorities also relied on the clause in the very constitution with which she
was admitted into the Union, asserting as one of the general, great, and essential
principles of liberty and free government " that the people of this State have the
inherent, sole, and exclusive right of regulating the internal government and police
thereof, ami of altering and abolishing their constitution and form of government
whene\'er it may be necessary to their safety and happiness." But this military
commander haughtily refused the consent of his Government to the exercise by us of
these riglits, which our ancestors in the last century endured an eight years' war to
Adndicate.
He l)ut expressed, however, the deliberate purpose of his masters at
Washington, and the people over which they rule, for his predecessor at St. Louis
had, a few weeks before, formally proclaimed to our people that our equality with
the other States would be ignored; that we should be held in subjection to the North,
even though the independence of our Southern sister States might be acknowledged;
that, to use his own words, "whatever may l)e the termination of the unfortunate
condition of things in respect to the so-called cotton States, Missouri must share the
destiny of the Union;" that the free will of her people shall not decide her future,
but that "the whole power of the Government of the United States, if necessary,
will be exerted to maintain Missouri in the Union" in subjection to the tvranny of

the North.
Tlie acts of President Lincoln have been indorsed by the Congress and people of
the Northern States, and the war thus connnenced by him has been made the act of
the Government and nation over which he rules. They have not only adopted this
war, but they have gone to the extreme of inciting portions of our people to revolt
against the State authorities; by intimidation they have obtained control of the remnant left of a convention deriving its powers from those authorities, and, using it as
a tool, they have through it set up an insurrectionary government in open rebellion
against the State.
No alternative is left us; we nuist draw the sword and defend our
sacred rights
By the recognized universal public law of all the earth war dissolves all political
compacts. Our forefathers gave as one of their grounds for asserting their independence that the King of Great Britain had "abdicated government here by declaring us out of his protection and waging war upon us." The people and Government
of the Northern States of the late Union have acted in the same manner toward Missouri, and have dissolved by war the connection heretofore existing between her and

them.

The general assembly of Missouri, the recognized political department of her government, by an act approved May 10, 1861, entitled " An act to authorize the governor of the State of Missouri to suppress rebellion and repel invasion," has vested
in the governor, in respect to the rebellion and invasion now carried on in Missouri
by the Government and ]ieople of the Northern States and their allies, the authority
" to take such measures as in his judgment he may deem necessary or proper to repel
such invasion or put down such rebellion."
Now, therefore, by virtue of the authority in me vested by said act, I, Claiborne F.
Jackson, governor of the State of Missouri, aj^pealing to the Supreme Judge of the
world lYir the rectitude of my intentions, and firmly believing that [ am herein carrying
into effect the will of the people of Missouri, do hereby, in their name, by their
atithority, and on their behalf, and subject at all times to their free and unbiased con-

make and

publish this provisional declaration, that by the acts, and people, and
United States of America, the political connection heretofore
existing l)etween said States and the peojile and government of IVIissouri is, and ought
to be, totally dissolved; and that the State of ]Missouri, as a sovereign, free, and independent republic, has full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and do all other acts and things which independent States may of

trol,

Government

of the

right do.

Published and declared at New Madrid, ^Missouri, this fifth day of August, in the
year of our Lord eighteen hundred and sixty-one.
Claiborne F. Jackson, (lovemor of Missouri.
[Moore's Rebellion Record, Vol. 11, Docs., pp. 479-481.]
S.

Doc. 412
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A provisional dechiriition to
Governor Koviiolds on

tlie

the siinio ott'oct was issutnl by Lieutoimntolst of 'July, 1861. wliioli it is not deemed

necessary here to record.
Ry an act of the Confederate Cono-ress approved Auuust 20, 1861,
provision was made foraidino- the State of Missouri in repellin}4' invasion by the United States and to authorize the admission of the State
The act also proas a luembtu- of the Conftnlerate St:ites of America.
vided for :in alliance, otiensive and defensive, between the Confederate
States and the State of ^Missouri, as a preliminary to the admission of
That portion of the act
the State as a luember of the Confederacy.
relating to admission and the proposed alliance is here quoted:
AN ACT to aid the State of Missouri in repelling invasion by the United States, and to authorize the

*******

admission of said State as a

member

of the Confederate States of

America, and

for other purposes.

Sec. 2. That the State of INIissouri shall be admitted a member of the Confederate
States of America, upon an equal footing with the other States, under the constitution for the provisional government of the same, upon the condition that the said constitution for the j)rovisional government of the Confederate States shall be adopted
and ratified by the properly and legally constituted authorities of said State; and the
governor of said State shall transmit to the President of the Confederate States an
authentic copy of the proceedings touching said adoption and ratification by saiil State
of saiil provisional constitution; upon the receipt M'hereof the President, by proclamation, shall aimoimce the fact; whereujion and without any further proceedings
upon the part of Congress the admission of said State of Missouri into this confederacy under said constitution for the provisional government of the Confederate States
shall be considered as com]>lete; and the laws of this Confederacy shall be thereby
extended over said State of Missouri as fully and completely as over other States now

comjiosing the same.
Skc. 'A. That the Congress of the Confederate States recognize the government of
which Claiborne F. Jackson is the chief magistrate to be the legally elected and regularly constituted government of the people and State of ^Missouri, and that the
President of the Confederate States be, and he is hereby, empowered, at his discretion, at any time prior to the adnussion of said State as a member of this Confederacy, to perfect and proclaim an alliance, offensive and defensive, with the said
government, limited to the period of the existing war between this Confederacy and
the United States, the said treaty or alliance to he in forc^ from the date thereof and
until the same shall be disaffirmed or rejected liy this Congress.

Approved, August 20, 1861.
[Otiicial Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series IV, Vol.

I,

p. 576.]

Following this enactment, on September 26, 1861, Governor Jackson appointed Edward Carring-ton Cabell and Thomas L. Snead commissioners on the part of the State of Missouri to enter into a treaty of
alliance, ott'ensive and defensive, with the Government of the Confederate States.
Following is a copy of the appointment:
Executive Department, State of Missouri:
Know all men by these presents, that I, Claiborne F. Jackson, governor of the State
of Missouri, do hereby nominate, constitute, and appoint Edward ( 'arrington Cabell and
Thomas L. Snead connnissioners on the part of the State of INIissouri, to neg( itiate, enter
into, perfect, and make a treaty of alliance, offensiveand defensive, with the Government
of the Confederate States of America, limited to the existing war between said Confederacy and the United States, which said treaty of alliance shall be in force from the
date thereof and until the same shall be disaffirmed oranulled by the parties thereto,
hereby giving to the said connnissioners, or to either of them, if the other shall from
any cause be unal)le to act, full and complete powers in the premises, and hereby ratifying and contirming all that they may do in the execution of the above-granted powers.
In testimony wliereof I have hereunto set my name and caused to be athxed the
great seal of the State of INIissouri.

Done this 26th day of Sejit ember, A. D. 1861, and of the independence of the
State of ^lissouri the forty-first, at Lexington, in said State.
C. F. Jackson.

By

the Governor:
B. F. Massey, Secretari) of State.

[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. LIII, p. 751.]
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Pursuant to the provisions of the act of the Confederate Cong-ress,
quoted above, a convention was entered into between the Confederate
States and the State of Missouri October 31, 1861, as follows:
CONVENTION

between the Confederate States of America and the State

of Missouri.

the common desire of the Confederate States of America and the
State of Missouri that said State should become a member of the Confederacy; and
Whereas, the accomphshment of their purpose is now prevented by an armed invasion of the territory of said State by the United States; and
Whereas, the interests of both demand that the}' should make common cause in
the war waged by the United States against the liberties of both:
Now, therefore, for these most desirable objects the president of the Confederate
States of America has conferred full powers on R. M. T. Hunter,, their secretary of
state, and the executive power of the State of Missouri on Edward Carrington Cabell
and Thomas L. Snead, who, after having exchanged their said full powers in due
and proper form, have agreed to the following articles:
Article I. The State of iNJissouri shall be admitted into said Confederacy on an
equal footing with the other States composing the same on the fulfillment of the conditions set forth in the second section of the act of congress of the Confederate States
entitled "An act to aid the State of Missouri in repelling invasion by the United
States, and to authorize the admission of said State as a member of the Confederate
*
States of America, and for other purposes," approved August 20, 1861.
Art. II. Until said State of Missouri shall Ijeeome a member of said Confederacy
the whole military force, material of war, and military operations, offensive and
defensive, of said State shall be under the chief control and direction of the president
of the Confederate States, upon the same basis, principles, and footing as if said State
were now and during the interval a member of said Confederacy, the said force,
together with that of the Confederate States, to be employed for their common

Whereas,

it

is

defense.

Art. III. The State of Missouri will, whenever she becomes a member of said
Confederacy, turn over to said Confederate States all the public property, naval
stores, and munitions of war of which she mav then be in possession acquired from
the llnited States (excepting the public lands) on the same terms and in the same
manner as the other States of said Confederacy have done in like cases.
Art. IV. All expenditures for the prosecution of the existing war incurred by the
State of Missouri from and after the date of the signing of this convention shall be
met and provided for by the Confederate vStates.
Art. V. The alliance hereby made between the said Confederate States and the
State of Missouri shall be offensive and defensive, and shall be and remain in force
during the continuance of the existing war with the United States, or until superseded bj' the admission of said State into the Confederacy, and shall take effect
from the date thereof, according to the provisions of the third section of the aforesaid act approved August 20, 1861.

In faith whereof we, the commissioners of the Confederate States of America and
of the State of Missouri, have signed and sealed these presents.
Done in duplicate at the city of Richmond on the 31st day of October, A. D. 1861.
R. M. T. Hunter.
E. C. Cabell.

Thomas

L. Snead.

[Ibid., p. 753.]

On the date of the signing- of this convention the general assembly
of the State of Missouri passed an act declaring a dissolution of the
political ties previously existing between the State of Missouri and
the United States of America.
Following is a copy of the act:
AN ACT

declaring the political

ties

heretofore existing between the State of Missouri

and the

United States of America dissolved.

Whereas, the Government of the United States, in the possession and under the
control of a sectional party, has wantonly violated the compai't originally made
between said Government and the State of Missouri by invading with hostile armies
the soil of the State, attacking and making prisoners the militia whilst legally
assembled under the State laws, forcibly occupying the State capitol and attempting
through the instrumentality of domestic traitors to usurp the government, seizing
and destroying private property, and murdering with fiendish malignity peaceable

244

CONFEDERATE.

MISSOURI TROOPS

men, woiuen, and children, together with other ac't.« of atrocity, indicating a
deep-settled hostility toward the people of Missouri and their institutions; and
Whereas, the j>resent Administration of the (iovernnient of the United States has
utterly ignored the Constitution, subverted the Government as constructed and
intended by its makers, and established a despotic and arbitrary power instead
thereof: jSow, therefore.
Be it enacted bif the (/eneral (issembhf of tJie State of Missouri, That all political ties
of every character now existing between the Government of the United States of
America and the people and government of the State of Missouri are hereby dissolved, and the State of Missouri, resuming the sovereignty granted by compact to the
said United States upon the admission of said State into the Federal Union, does
again take its place as a free and independent republic amongst the nations of the
earth.
This act to take effect and be in force from and after its passage.
citizens,

Approved, October
I hereby certify the
original roll.

31, 1861.

above and foregoing

be a

to

my hand

In testimony whereof I have hereto set
Missouri this 2d day of November, 1861.

and

full, true,

and the great

perfect

copy

of

the

seal of the State of

B. F. Massey, Secretary of State.
[Ibid., p. 752.]

By another act of the same date the general assembly of the State
took a prelim inaiT step toward full political union with the Confederate States by ratifying the Constitution of the proyisional goyernment, as required M- the act of August 20, 1861. The act of the
assembly is as follows:
AN ACT

ratifying the Constitution of the provisionsil

government

of

the Confederate States of

America.

Whereas, the Congress

of the Confederate States of America have, by an act
act to aid the State of Missouri in repelling invasion l)y the United
States, and to authorize the admission of said State as a member of the Confederate
States of America, and for other purposes," enacted that " the State of Missouri shall
be admitted a member of the Confederate States of America upon an equal footing
with the other States under the constitution for the provisional government of the
same, upon condition that the said constitution for the provisional government of
the Confederate States shall be adopted and ratified by the properly and legally
constituted authorities of said State:" Now, therefore,
Be it enacted hij the general at^sonbly of the State of Missouri as folloirs: The general
assembly of the State of 3Iissouri, for and in behalf of the people thereof, do hereby
accept the provisions of an act of the Congress of the Confederate States of America,
as set forth in the preamble to this act, the State of Missouri hereby adopting and
ratifying the constitution for the provisional government of the Confederate States
of America as a member of said Confederacy ujion an equal footing with the other
States under said constitution.
Sec. 2. His Excellency C. F. Jackson, governor of this State, is hereby directed
and authorized to transmit to the President of said Confederate States of America an
authentic copy of this act in pursuance of section 2 of the act of said Congress above
referred to, and to perform all other acts which may hereafter become necessary to
secure the admission of the State of 31issouri as a member of the said Confederacy.
This act shall be in force from and after its passage.

entitled "

An

Approved, October
I

hereby

certify the

81, 1861.

above and foregoing

to

be a

full, true,

and

perfect coj)y of the

original roll.

In testimony whereof I have hereto set
Missouri this 2d day of November, 1861.

my hand

and the great

.«eal

of the State of

B. F. M.\ssEV, Secretary of

State.

[Ibid., p. 753.]

In transmitting these enactments to the president of the Confederate
Governor Jackson said, in a letter dated at Cassyillo, Mo.,

States,

November

5, 1S()1, that the act ratifying the constitution would haye
been submitted to a yote of the people l)ut for the fact that the State
w'as then "invaded by the Federal Arm}- to such an extent as to pre-

,
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(Ibid.

p. 753.)

On November 25, 1861, President Davis transmitted to the Congress
of the Confederate States Governor Jackson's letter, with its inclosures, together with a copy of the convention between the Confederate
States and the State of Missouri (Ibid., p. 757), and on the 28th of
November the State was admitted as a member of the Confederate
Following is a copy of the act of admission:
States of America.
AN ACT

to

admit the State of Missouri into the Confederacy as a member of the Confederate States
of

America.

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact. That the State of Missouri
and is hereby, admitted as a member of the Confederate States of America, upon
an equal footing witli tlie other States of the Confederacy, under tlie Constitution of
the provisional government of the same.
Approved, November 28, 1861.
be,

[Ibid., p. 758.]

MISSOURI STATE GDARD.
It has been seen in the preceding chapter that the general assembly of the State of Missouri, at its session in February, 1861, declared
itself opposed to the coercion of the seceding States.
It is now proposed to narrate some other events preceding the organization of the
Missouri State Guard, the military force called into the service of the
State prior to the act of admission to the Confederacy, and which had
an organized existence for some time subsetjuent to that event.
On April 17. 1S61. the (lovernor of Missouri declined to furnish the
State's cpiota of 75,000 militia called for by the President of the United
States, declaring the requisition to be "illegal, unconstitutional, and
revolutionary in its object, inhuman and diabolical,"' and that ''not
one man" would l)e furnished by the State of Missouri to carry on
the proposed unholy crusade against the people of the seceded States.
(Ofhcial Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series III,
Vol. I. p. S2.)
On April 20, 1861, the United States ordnance depot at Liberty,
Mo., was seized by armed men from the adjacent counties (Ibid.,
Series I, Vol. I, p. 649), and on May -4 the ordnance stores at Kansas
Cit}" were taken by force.
On May 6. 1861, the State militia force of St. Louis County went
into camp at Camp Jackson, in the city of St. Louis, and on the 10th
of May the troops forming the encani])ment were sui'rendered as prisoners of war to the United States forces under Capt. (subsequently
Brig. Gen.) Nathaniel Lyon, conuuanding the United States arsenal
at St. Louis.
The preliminary correspondence ])etween General Frost,
connnanding the Stute militia, and Captain Lyon on the subject of
the surrender was as follows:

Headqcarters Camp Jackson, Missouki Militia,
Mai/
Capt. N. Lyon,
VommainJinii Vnited

am constantly
my camp, whilst

Siittes

Troops

in atid

ahout

St.

10, 1861.

Louis Arseval.

you contemplate an attack
understand that you are impressed -vvith the idea that an
attack upon the arsenal and United States troops is intended on the part of the militia
of Missouri.
I am trreatly at a loss to know what could justify you in attackin.ir citizens of the riiited States who are in the lawful performance of duties devolving
upon them under tlu' Constitution in organizing and instructing the militia of the
State in obediem'e to her laws, aiul therefore have been disposed to doubt the correctness of the information I have received.
I would be glad to know from you personally whether there is any truth in the
statements that are i-onstantly poured into my ears. So far as regards any hostility
being intended toward the United States or its property or rejiresentatives by any
])ortion of my comnumd, or. as far as I mu learn (and I think
am fully informed),
of any other ])art of the State forces, I can say positively that the idea has never
been entertained. On the contrary, prior to your taking i-ommand of the arseni^l, I
pn iffered to Major Bell, then in command of the very few troops constituting its guard,
Sir: I
njton

in refeii)t of information that

I

I
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the services of myself and all iny command, and, if necessary, the whole power of
the State, to protect the United States in the full possession of all her property.
Upon General Harney's taking command of this department I made the same proffer of services to him, and authorized his adjutant-general. Captain Williams, to communicate the fact that such had been done to the War Department. I have had no
occasion since to change any of the views I entertained at that time, neither of my
own volition nor through the orders of my constitutional commander.
I trust that, after this explicit statement, we may be able, by fully understanding
each other, to keep far from our borders the misfortunes which so unhappily afflict
our common country.

This communication will be handed to you by Colonel Bowen, my chief of
will be able to explain anything not fully set forth in the foregoing.
I am, sir, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. M. Frost,

staff,

who

Brigadier-General,
[Official

Records

of the

Commanding Camp Jackson, Missouri

Union and Confederate Armies, Serie?

Volunteer Militia.
II, Vol. I, p. 109.]

Headquarters United States Troops,
St.

Louis, Mo., Mai/ 10, 1S61.

General D. M. Frost,

Commanding Camp Jackson.
Your command is regarded as evidently hostile toward the Government of
the United States. It is, for the most part, made up of those secessionists who have
openly avowed their hostility to the General Government, and have been plotting at
the seizure of its property and the overthrow of its authority.
You are openly in communication with the so-called Southern Confederacy, which
is now at war with the United States, and you are receiving at your camp from the
said Confederacy and under its flag large supplies of the material of war, most of
which is known to be the property of the United States.
These extraordinary preparations plainly indicate none other than the well-known
purpose of the governor of this State, under whose orders you are acting, and whose
purposes, recently communicated to the legislature, have just been responded to by
that body in the most unparalleled legislation, having in direct view hostilities to
the General Government and cooperation with its enemies.
In view of these considerations, and of your failure to disperse in obedience to the
proclamation of the President, and of the eminent necessities of State policy and welfare, and the obligations imposed upon me by instructions from Washington, it is my
duty to demand, and I do hereby demand, of you an immediate surrender of your
command, with no other conditions than that all persons surrendering under this
demand shall be huiiianely and kindly treated. Believing myself prepared to enforce
this demand, one-half hour's time before doing so will be allowed for your compliSir:

ance therewith.

Very

respectfully,

your obedient servant,
N. Lyon,
Captain, Second Infantry,

[Ibid., p.

Commandinq

Troops.

no.]

A

copy of the reply of General Frost to Captain Lyon's demand for
the surrender of the camp is embodied in a letter from the former to
Brig. Gen. William 8. Harney, commanding the United States Department of the West, dated May 11, 1861, in which General Frost referred
at some length to the object of the encampment and its purpose with
reference to the United States property at the St. Louis Arsenal.

His

letter to

General Harney

is

as follows:
St.

General William

S.

Louis Arsenal, Mo., Ma//

Harney, United States Army,
Commanding Department

11, ISGl.

of the West.

Sir: In accordance with the laws of the State of Missouri which have been existing
for some years and in obedience to the orders of the governor, on Monday last [Monday, May 6, 1861] I entered into an encampment with th.e militia force of St. Louis
County for the purpose of instructing the same in accordance with the laws of the
United States and of this State. Every officer and soldier in
command had taken
with uplifted hand the following oath, to wit:
"You, each and every one of you, do solemnly swear that you will honestly and
faithfully serve the State of INIissouri against all her enemies, and that you will do

my
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to sustain the Constitution and laws of the I'nitL'"! States and of this
all violence of whatsoever kind or description; and you do further
swear tiiat you will well and truly execute and obey the le^al ordei's of all otiicers
properly ])laced over you whilst on duty, so hel)) you God."
Whilst in the ])eacea))le ])erforuiance of the(hities devolv(>il uj)on ineand inyconi-

your utmost

State aj^ainst

niand under these laws, my encampment was yesterday suridunded by an overwhelminLT force of armed men, acting- inider the command of ('apt. N. Lyon, Second
Infantry, Tnited States Army, and called u])on by him throu<^h a written command
accompanying^ this. To whicii communication I rei)lied in the following terms,
to wit:

"Ca.mp Jackson, Mo., 3fai/ 10, 1S61.
Lyon, Coiiundmlhig Vaitcd Stitles Troops.
•'Sir: I never for a moment having conceived the idea that so illegal and unconstitutional a (iemand as I have just received from you would be niaile by an officer of
the Ihiited States Army,
am wholly unpreiiared to defenit my connnand from this
unwarranted attack, and shall therefore be forced to conijily with your demand.
" I am, sir, very resi)ectfullv, your obedient servant,
"(^apt. N.

I

"D. M. Frost,
"Brigadicr-Caicrnl, Comvitviillng Croup Jarkson,

3[if<Kouri Vohivteer 3[llitin."

My connnand was in accordance with the above deprived of their arms and surrendered into the hands of Captain Lyon. After which, whilst thus disarmed and
surrounded, a lire was ojiened upon a portion of it by his troojjs and a nundjci' of my
men put to death, together with several innocent lookers-on men, women, and children.
My command was then inarched as jtrisoners of war in triumjih to this place.
I am now informed, as I was at the time of the surrender, by the captain, that my
connnand may V)e release*! upon the officers and men giving their jiarole "not to take
up arms or to serve in a military capacity against the United States during the present civil war."
Against the whole ])roceeding of Cajjtain Lyon as well as against the terms of
most earnestly i)rotest, for the following reasons:
release
That, in addition to the obligation of loyalty which rests upon every citizen, every
man of my connnand now held as a prisoner has voluntarily taken an oath to sustain
the Constitution and laws of the United States.
That when my camp was attacked in this unwarrantable manner and during the
previous days of its existence the only flags that floated there were those of the United
States with all the stars, and its fcdlow V^earing alone the coat of arms of the State of

—

1

Missouri.
That, in addition to all this, on the morning before this attack was made I addressed
to Captain Lyon a connnunit'ation informing him of the ]>roffer of services I had previously made of myself and of all my connnand, and if necessary the whole ]iower of
the State of Missouri, to protect the United States property, and assuring him that I
had in no respect changed those views or opinions, either of my own volition or
through any orders emanating from my constitutional commander.
Under all tlu'se circumstances I appeal to yon as the chief representative of the
United States in this de])artment for justice on behalf of those loyal citizens who are
now held as i)risoners of war, captured under and marching to their place of contir.ement with the flag of the Union Hying over their lieads.
ask that you will not put
ui>on the command the additional indignity of rc(|uiring us to give our ]>arole when
we have already given our oath in sui>i)ort of the Constitution, but that you will
order our restoration to the liberties of which we have been illegally dei)rived. as
well as of the property of the State and individuals, as the larger j^ortion of the e(juipments havi l)een pui'chased with the privati' funds of the individuals of my command, both oHicers and men.
1 trust that such as have been so purchased will at least be restored to the proper
,
!

owners.
I

am,

sir,

very resjiectfully, your obedient servant,
I>.

M. Frost,

Jiricjadler-GeuernI, MisxonrI Voltiiiircr Militia.

[Ibid., p. U.S.]

It is pos.sihlo that (loiioi'al Frost was not awaro of the intnitions of
the Coiifc'dorato authorities and tlioso of the State of iMissouri with
reo-ai'd to the arsenal at Sf. Louis.
What tliose intentions were is
shown in a (•orrespon(hMice between (roviM-nor ffackson and President
Davis a short time preceding the surri'iider of Camp -lackson. The
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governor's letter, dated Ai)ril 17. 1861. has jiot l)een discovered, but
its tenor is sliown by the President's reply, bearing- date April 2^, 18(51,

which

is

as follows:

MoNTGOMEKY, Ala., April

23, 1861.

His Excellency C. F. Jackson,
Governor of

Mls^souri.

have the honor to acknowledge yonrs of the 17th instant, borne by Captains
Greene and Duke, and have most cordially welcomed the fraternal assurances it
Sir: I

brings.

A

misplaced but generous confidence has, for years past, prevented the Southern
making the preparation required by the present emergency, and our
power to supply you with ordnance is far short of the M'ill to serve you. After learning as well as 1 could from the gentlemen accredited to me what was most needful
for the attack on the arsenal, I have directed that Captains <ireene and Duke should
be furnished with two 12-pounder howitzers and two 32-pounder guns, with the
proper ammunition for each. These, from the commanding hills, will be effective,
both against the garrison and to breach the inclosing walls of the place. I concur
wath you as to the great importance of capturing the arsenal and securing its supplies,
rendered doubly important by the means taken to obstruct your commerce and render
States from

you unarmed victims

of a hostile invasion.
look anxiously and hopefully for the day when the star of Missouri shall be
added to the constellation of the Confederate States of America.
With best wishes, I am, very respectfully yours,
Jefferson Davis.

We

[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol.

I, p.

688.]

As

a part of the contemporaneous history of the events ('ulminating
capture of Camp Jackson it may not be inappropriate to quote
a portion of Captain Lyon's report to his Crovernnient:
in the

St.

Col. L.

Louis Arsenal,

May

11, 1861.

Thomas,

Adjuta id' General United States Army.
* * * The steamer /. C. *S'wan arrived at St. Louis on the night of the 8th
with a large supply of military stores, including, as I was informed, muskets, ammunition, and cannon taken on "board at Baton Rouge, and there obtained from the
The boat arriving in the night, great industry was used to transport these
arsenal.
stores during the night (and before being likely to be exposed in the morning) to the
camp of what is called the State militia, and which is made up for the most part of
what has for a long time t)een known as a l)ody of rabid and violent opposers of the
General Government, and who have, during this time, been a terror to all loyal and
Sir:

peaceful citizens.

Their extraordinary and unscrupulous conduct, and their evident design, and of
the governor of this State, tf) take a position of hostility to the United States, are
Having appealed to the South
matters of extensive detail and of abounding evidence.
for assistance, every appearance indicated a rapid accumulation of men and means
I accordingly forefor seizing Government property and overturning its authority.
saw that under the extraordinary measures of the governor and legislature of this
State aggressions would soon commence against the General Government on the part
of these opposers of it, and of all who were in such a state of hostilities, willing to
support the State against the Government. Of this there can be no doubt, as also
that the issue would be taken by the State as soon as she felt al)le to sustain it._ It
was therefore necessary to meet this embarrassing complication as early as possible,
and accordingly I proceedeil yesterday with a large body of troo{)s, supported by
artillery, to theCamp above referred to", an<l which is situated in the western part of
the city, at what is known as Lindell's (irove, between Olive street and Laclede
avenue", and arrived at 3.15 p. m., and demanded of General Frost, the commander,
Copies of the (•orresi)ondence are herewith
a surrender of his entire connnand.
inclosed.

Of the stores from Baton Rouge .\rsena], so far as understood, there were found
three 32-pounder guns, one mortar, three mortar l)eds, and a large supply of shot
and shells in ale barrels. All these artillery pieces were in boxes of heavy plank,
and were addressed "Tamoroa, care of Greely & (tale, St. Louis," "I. C. R. R.," to
whom no delivery was made, this being a guise to cover the movement, and Greely
& Gale being known as strong Union men saved them from close scrutiny. No doul)t
many arms, the mortars corresponding to the beds, and other war materials were
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received, agreeably to nuineroii.s reports made, but wliich can ])e ol)taiiied only by a
thorough search over the city. Of the material besides tents, baggage, camp equipments, etc., left in camp by the troops, were 1,200 rifle muskets of United States
manufacture, late model, .58 caliber; 6 lield pieces, brass; 25 kegs of powder; from
30 to 40 honses; and several arm chests of arms understood to be like the 1,200

muskets mentioned.
*

.

*

*

*

*

*

*

•

Respectful Iv, your obedient servant,
Cajitain,

N. Lvox,
Second Tnfdntnt, (hmniandiny.

[ibid., Series II, Vol. I, p. 107.]

The general assembly had been suniinoned by the governor to
meet in special session at fleli'erson City on the 2d of May, "for the
purpose of enacting- such measures as might be deemed neces.sary and
proper for the more perfect organization and equipment of the militia
and to raise the money and provide such of tlie means as might be
required to place the State in a proper attitude of defense'' (The
Fight for Missouri. Snead, p. 151), and measures looking to that end
were speedily adopted.
By an act of the assemldy approved May 9, ISGI, the sum of '1^10,000
was placed at the disposal of the governor, to be applied at his discretion to such military service or expenses as inuuediate necessity
might require, and ]\v another act of the same date the governor was
authorized to continue in the active service of the State all or such of
the volunteer companies that he had ordered into encampment for such
time as he might think necessary. Following are copies of these

enactments:

AN ACT
Be

to create a special military

fund for the use of the governor.

enacted by the general assembly of the State of Missouri as follows: Section 1 That
the sum of ten thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the
treasury, and is hereby placed at the disposal of the governor, to be applied by him,
at his discretion, to sucli military service or expenses as innnediate necessity may
require.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
it

.

This act to take effect and be in force from and after
Approved, May 9, 1861.

[Laws of the State of Missouri,

AN ACT
Be

its

passage.

called session, Twenty-lirst (General Asseml^ly, p. 47.]

in relation to the volunteer militia of Missouri.

enacted by the general asse^nbly of the State of Missouri as follows: Section 1. That
the governor of the State is hereby atithorized and empowered to continue in the
active service of the State all or such of the volunteer companies that he has heretofore ordered into encampment for such time as he may think necessary.
This act to take effect and be in force from and after its passage.
It

Approved,

May

9,

1861.

[Ibid., p. 44.]

On May 10, 1801, the date of the surrender of Camp Jackson, an
additional sum of $20,000 was placed at the disposal of the governor,
and on the same date the governor was authorized to take such measures as he might deem necessary to rej^el invasion or put down rebellion.
The enactments thus pi-oviding are as follows:
AN ACT
Be

placing

money

at the disposal of the governor for the defense of the State.

enacted by the general assembly of the State of Missouri as follows: Section 1. In
addition to the sum of ten thousand dollars heretofore appropriated, the further sum
of twenty thou.Mand dollars is herel)y appnjjM'iated, out of any money in the treasury,
to be placed at the disposal of the governor, to be ust'd by him for the ))urjiose of
it
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maintaining the peace and safety of the State in such manner as his discretion

may

direct.

This act to take effect and be in force from and after

Approved,

May

its

passage.

10, 1861.

[Ibid., p. 47.]

AN ACT

to authorize the

governor of the State of Missouri

to suppress rebellion

and

repel invasion.

Whereas, information has been received that the

city of St. Louis has been invaded
citizens of other States, and a portion of the people of said city are in a state
of rebellion against the laws of the State, whereby the lives and property of the good
people of the State are endangered Therefore,
Be it enacted by the general asi<ei)ihh/ of the State of Missouri as follows: Section 1. That
the governor of the State of ^Missouri is hereby authorized to take such measures as
in his judgment he may deem necessary or proper to repel such invasion or put down
such rebellion.
This act shall take effect from its passage.

by the

:

Approved,

May

10, 1861.

[Ibid., p. 48.]

On the following- day, May 11, 1861, an act was pa.ssed "to raise
monej' to arm the State, repel invasion, and protect the lives and propert}^ of the people of Missouri.''
This act is in part as follows:
AN ACT

to raise

money

to

arm the

State, repel invasion, and protect the lives
people of Missouri.

and property

of the

Be it enacted by the general assembly of the State of Missouri as follows: Section 1. For
the purpose of arming and equipping the militia and providing for the successful
defense of the State against all her foes there is hereby created a fund, to be denominated the "militia fund." * * *
[The provisions for creating this fund are here
omitted. ]
Sec. 5. The governor is hereby authorized and required to purchase such arms,
munitions of war, and books of instruction as he may deem best suited to accomplish
the object designed by this act. * * * The governor of the State is also empowered to use a portion of said military fund for the purpose of establishing an armory
in the State penitentiary; and in order to carry into effect this object he may purchase materials and machinery and contract with any party leasing said penitentiary
for the manufacture of arms and munitions of war, and for this purpose may use all
or any portion of the convict labor.

*******

This act to take effect from

Approved,

May

its

passage.

11, 1861.

[Ibid., p. 52.]

an act approved May 13, 1801, the governor was authorized,
in his opinion the security and welfare of the State might
require it, to take possession of all railroad and telegraph lines within
the State; and by an act of Ma^^ 11 he was authorized to establish
foundries "for the manufacture of arms" and for '"other necessarj^
purposes."
On the latter date. May 11, 1801, an act was passed bv the assembly
"to provide for the organization, government, and support of the
militia forces of the State of Missouri."
This act contains 216 sections and 18 articles of war.
Besides providing for the organization
of the militia forces of the State, to be designated the "Missouri State
Guard," it provided for the organization of "Home Guards'' for
local service, and prohibited the formation of "armed clubs" or other
military organizations except as provided by the terms of the act.

By

whenever

MISSOUKI TROOPS

252

— CONFEDERATE.

Such portions of the oimcttnent as ure necessary for the pui'poses of
this paper, omitting-

AN ACT

minecessarv

to provide for tlie organization,

details, are

government, and

quoted l)eiow:

suiiport of tlie military force-* of tlie State

of Mis.souri.

Be

it

enacted

hi/

tlw general assembbi of

tlie

Stale of }fii<sovr! ax follovs:

MILITARY DISTRICTS.
Section 1. All al)le-Vjo(lied free white male inhabitants of the State of ^Missouri
between the ao;es of 18 and 45 years who shall be enrolled or liable to military duty
under the provisions of this act shall constitute, be known, and designated as the
"Missouri State (hiard;" and the State of Missouri is hereby divided into nine military districts and divisions, as follows, viz:

*******
OFFICERS.

Sec 12. It shall be the duty of the governor to nominate and, by and with the
advice and consent of the senate, to appoint the following general officers, to wit:
One brigadier-general for each military district in the State, who shall connuand the
whole military foree therein: Prorided, That the whole number of brigadiergenerals in the State shall never exceed nine who shall be in commission at any one
time besides the governor's staff, and every brigadier^general shall reside in the
military district comprising his command; and the brigadier-generals thus appointed
shall hold their offices until their successors shall be elected and qualified.
Sec 13. Whenever in any one military district the number of organized companies
shall reach twenty-four, there shall l)e elected a brigadier-general by the commissioned officers of the line of such district, who shall hold his office during good
behavior.

commander

in chief.-

be the duty of the commander in chief to require that a uniform
returns, reports, and accounts is observed throughout the
State, and that all eonmianding officers of districts shall make such reports and
returns as will enable him at all times to have exact information of the strength and
military condition of all the State forces.

Sec

16.

system of

It shall

drill, discipline,

*******
COMMANDING OFFICERS OF DISTRICTS

—DCTIES

AND POWERS.

Sec 24. It shall be Ins duty to report at once to the commander in chief, and also
to the governor, any insurrection in or invasion of his district, and until he shall
receive special orders in the case from his superiors he shall take such measures to
repel the invasion or suppress the insurrection as are at his command and best calculated to maintain the peace and dignity of the State.

ORGANIZATION.

Sec 38. All tn^ops mustered into the service of the State, whether the same be
volunteers or drafted, shall be officially known and designated as the "]\Iissouri State
Guard:" and all comi)anies shall be known and designated in their respeitive regiments, battalions, or s(iuadrons by the letters of the aljdiabet, beginning with the
letter "A," but may have special comj^.any designations.
VOLUNTEERS.
Sec. 39. The active force of the line of the ^lissouri State Guard shall, in time of
peace, be raised and kept up by voluntary enlistment, which enlistment shall be for
a term of seven vears.
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Sec. 40. The companies of infantry shall not contain legs than 50 nor more than
100 members; of cavalry, not less than 50 nor more than 80; of artillery, not less than
48 nor more than 100.
Sec. 41. Whenever an association of individuals shall desire to volunteer as a company, into the military servit'e of the State of ^lissouri, they shall procure, in accordance with the i^recediiig section, the number of men required for the particular arm
to which they wish to attach themselves, all of whom must be able-bodied citizens
* * * The members
of the State of Missouri and not less than 18 years of age.
of the association, to the nuud)er required by law for their particular arm, having
assembled at the time and place specified, the mustering otficer will then proceed to
muster them into the service of the State in the following manner: Causing each
and every individual to hold up his naked right hand he shall administer the following oath: "You, each and every one of you, do solemnly swear, or affirm (as the
case may be) that you will bear true allegiance to the State of Missouri, and that
you will" serve her honestly and faithfully against all her enemies or opposers whatsoever; that you will support the constitution of the State of Missouri and observe
and obey the orders of the governor of Missouri, and the orders of the officers
appointed over you, whilst on duty, according to the rules and articles for the government of the Missouri State Guard; so help you God." The foregoing oath having
been administered to at least 50 members, the mustering officer will then direct the
company to go into an election of one captain, one first, one second, and one third
lieutenant; and, presiding over such election, shall appoint three discreet and disinterested persons to receive and count the ballots in his presence; and no officer shall,
at any time, be considered elected unless he shall receive a majority of the votes
cast; "and no election for company officers shall be valid unless at least 35 legal votes
are polled, and each officer elected must accept such election in writing.
,

REGIMENT

— HOW

COXSTITCTED.

Sec. 50. A regiment shall consist of not less than six nor more than eight companies of the same arm, but companies of other arms may be attached by order of
the commanding officer of district.

*******
*******
DIVISION

—HOW

Sec. 54. The military force, enlisted
constitute a division.

CONSTITUTED.

and enrolled

ARMY

in

any one military

district, shall

^

CORPS.

Sec. 56. An army corps shall consist only of troops actually in the field, and may
comprise one or more regiments, uniting the different arms of infantry, cavalry, and
artillery, with the proper staff corps, thus forming a complete army in itself, and
may be" composed of a quota of troops from the different military districts, all of
whom shall be commanded by the senior officer of the line in the field, the

commander in chief in person,
by the commander in chief.

or by a brigadier-general specially detailed thereto

DIFFERENT CORPS.

Sec 67. Nothing in this act shall be so construed as to deprive any portion of the
volunteer forces now organized under the name of "Volunteer Militia of Missouri,"
saving and excepting division inspectors, of the rights, privileges, immunities, or
rank acquired by them under existing laws; but all companies so organized shall, as
quickly as possible, recruit their companies to the legal standard, and in all other
respects conform to this law.

Sec. 94. It shall be the duty of the amlitor of public accounts to set apart and
cause to be retained by itself" one-twentieth of the general revenue of this State,
which shall be and constitute the general military fund of the State, and out of
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phiill be paid the salaries of the adjutant-general, quarteniiaster-general, and
other accounts required by the provisions of this act to be paid, on any account
audited by the military board for the benetit of the Missouri State Guard.

which
all

BRINGING TKOOPS INTO THE FIELD.
Sec. 135. Whenever it shall be necessary for the defense of the State, the maintenance of public tranquillity, the suppression of riot, rebellion, or insurrection, or
the repelling of invasion, that the military force of the State, or any part thereof,
be called into the field, the commanding officers of districts shall first have recourse
to the organized enlisted force in their respective districts (having due regard to the
appropriateness of arms to the kind of service required, and giving preference to
troops nearest the place of disturl)ance); and should such organized enlisted force
be deemed insufficient for the requirements of the service such commanding officer
of the district in which such disturbance may exist shall be authorized to accept
the services of a sufiicient number of volunteers from the enrolled force of such district; and should there continue to be an insufficiency of force in the field for the
recphrements of the service, then the commander in chief niay, in his discretion,
order the commanding othcer of such district to draft from the enrolled force of his
district, as shall be hereinafter provided, such number of men as may be required;
or the commander in chief may order the organized enlisted force from any other
or adjoining district to the support and defense of the district wherein such disturbance may exist.
Sec. 136. Whenever the necessities of the public may require that troops shall be
retained in the field for a longer period than six months, the commander in chief
shall first determine the nund)er of troops required for the service, and apportion
the same among the military districts, having reference to the enrolled force in each
He shall then issue his order to the commanding officers of districts,
district.
wherein shall be stated the total number of men required, the period for which
such troops shall be called into service, the particular arm of the service in which
such troops shall be required to serve, and the place and time for general rendezvous; and the commanding officers of districts shall, immediately upon the reception
of such orders from the commander in chief, proceed to raise, organize, and forward
to the place of general rendezvous the quota as required in the order of the commander in chief; and in order thereto they shall be authorized to accept the services
of such persons as may volunteer, first, from the organized enlisted force of their
respective districts; second, from the enrolled military force of their respective districts; and should there be an insufficiency of men to supply the quota required,
such commanding officers of districts will at once apportion the deficit of men among
the counties comprised in their respective districts, having reference to the enrolled
And
force therein, and proceed to draft from the same as hereinafter provided.
whenever troops shall be called into the field under the provisions of this section,
the same shall constitute, be known and designated as a distinct army corps; and
the commander in chief may order, at his discretion, by special detail, any one of
the commanding officers of any military district in the State to the command of such
army corps, and relieve such officer at pleasure. And whenever an army corps shall
be commanded by any officer of lower rank than the connnanding officer of the
military district in which such corps may be serving, such officer of such corps shall
be subordinate to such commanding officer of such military district and subject to
his orders.

AHMED CLUBS PROHIBITED.
<

Sec. 167. It is herebj' declared unlawful for any number of the inhabitants of
this State to unite together in the semblance of an armed organization without having been first duly organized and mustered into the service of the State under the
provisions of this act; and whenever it shall come to the knowledge of any officer
or soldier of the Missouri State Guard that such an armed organization has been or
is likely to be attempted, it shall be his duty to immediately notify the commanding officer of the district in which such organization has been or is to be attempted
of the fact, and it shall be the duty of the commanding officer of such district to
immediately disarm the same; and to this end he shall have authority to use so
much of the military force at his couunand as will obtain that end; and all arms
found in possession of such organization shall be confiscated to the State, and be
seized and forwarded to the State arsenal: Proridrd, That nothing in this section
shall be so construed as to prevent the summoning a })()sse comitatus by a sheriff or
other civil officer to enforce the execution of any civil process.
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HOME GUARD.
Sec. 168. The division inspector of the district, or his assistant, may organize, under
and according to the provisions of this act, one or more companies of men for a Home
Guard, to remain in and perform military service in the county in which they are
organized, and shall ))e under the control of the commanding officer of the district.
Sec. 169. The county in which such Home Guards shall be raised shall pay all the

expenses of such companies. * * *
Sec. 170. All white persons over the age of fourteen and under the age of eighteen
years (with the consent of their parents, guardians, or masters), and all white
persons over the age of forty-tive years, and none others, shall be competent to serve
in the Home Guard.
STATE TROOPS HOW CALLED OUT.

—

Sec. 171. The commander in chief shall have power at any time (when the general assembly is not in session) to call into the active service of the State any number of the State forces that he may deem necessary for the purpose of suppressing
insurrection, repelling invasion, or for the protection of the lives, liberty, or property
of any citizens of this State.
Sec. 172. If any officer of the State Guard shall willfully fail or refuse to comply
with the orders of the commander in chief, under the foregoing section, such officer
shall, on conviction before a court-martial, be cashiered, and otherwise punished
by tine or imprisonment, as may be adjudged by such court.

service outside of the state.

Sec 177. Whenever volunteers may be required to serve outside the limits of the
State, the preference shall be given to the companies organized under this act; and
the commander in chief shall proclaim the number of companies he requires and the
day on which the selection will be made; and if on that day more companies have
applied than are necessary he shall decide by lot which shall be received of those

*******

that have so volunteered.

This act to take

Approved,

May

effect

and be in force from and

after its passage.

14, 1861.

[Ibid., pp. 3-4.3.]

On the 15th of May special provision was made for the distribution
of the militia act. This was done by an act of the assembly of which
the following is a copy:
AN ACT
Be
That

to provide for the distribution of the militia law.

general assembly of the State of Missouri, as follows: Section 1.
state is hereby authorized and directed to have 5,000 copies
for the organization, government, and support of the military
Missouri printed in pamphlet form, and distribute the same
immediately, by mail or otherwise, under the direction of the adjutant-general of the
State, according to the population of each county, respectively.
This act to take effect from its i:)assage.
enacted by the
secretary of
of the act to provide
force of the State of
it

thie

Ajiproved,

May

15, 1861.

[Ibid., p. 44.]

On the same date an act was passed authorizing the appointment of
This act is as follows:
a major-general to command the militia.
AN ACT

to authorize the

appointment of one major-general

for the Missouri militia.

Be it enacted by the general assembly of the State of Missouri, as follows: Section 1.
The governor is hereby authorized to appoint one major-general, who shall, in time of
insurrection, invasion, or war, command the entire military force in the field, and
shall liold his office during

Sec

2.

The appointment

of the senate;

good behavior.
of said major-general shall

be subject to the confirmation
in session at the time of the

and should the general assembly not be

—
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appointment of said major-general, said appointment shall be subject to contirmation at the next session thereafter.
Sec. 3. The said major-general shall be ex otfifio president of the military board
authorized to be created by an act to provide for the organization and government
of the militia, approved May 18, 1.S61; Init shall have no command, except of troops
actually in the iield.
This act to take effect

Approved,

May

and be

in force

from ami

after its passage.

lb, 1861.

[Ibid., p. 43.]

The organization of the Missouri State Guard was at once begun.
the IMth of May, Maj. Gen. Sterlino- Price assumed command and

On

announced

his staff in the following general order:

General Orders,

\

Headquarters

INIissouri

State Guard,

May 18, 1861.
The undersigned hereby assumes command of the Missouri State Guard.
2. The following-named officers are announced as composing the staff of the majorgeneral commanding: Col. Henry Little, assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. Col. A.
W. Jones, aide-de-camp; Lieut. Col. R. T. Morrison, aide-de-camp; Surg. William N.
No.

3.

Jetfh-wn

J

Citi/,

1.

Snodgrass, medical director; Asst. Surg. H. W. Cross, assistant medical director.
3. All communications for the commanding general will be addressed to the
"Assistant Adjutant-General, Headquarters of the Missouri State Guard," and until
further orders will be directed to Jefferson City, Mo.
Sterling Price,
[Ofiicial

Mdjo r- General, Cum in and in;/.
Records of the LTnicm and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. LIII, p.

686.]

On the following day special orders for the organization of the
troops of the Sixth Military District were issued, as follows:
Special Orders,
No. 4.

The

1

Headquarters Missouri State Guard,
Jefferson

r

Cllij,

May

19, 1861.

commanding the Sixth

Military District, ^lissouri State
Guard, will take immediate steps to organize into regiments all the troops in his
district now in the field.
This organization will be made in accordance with the
new military laws of the State.
2. It is left to the discretion of the brigadier-general commanding the district to
organize the regiments of six or eight companies, and the mounted companies may
be attached to the regiments as provided for in section 50 of the military laws.
3. After the organization of regiments is complete, should there be surplus companies not sufficient in number to form a regiment of six, they will be organized into
a battalion of two or four companies, in accordance with section 48, military laws.
"When by the arrival of other companies these battalions are augmented to the
requisite number they will be organized into regiments.
By command of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price:
Henry Little, Assistant Adjiitant-dcncral.
1.

brigadier-general

[Ibid., p. 686.]

The War Department records of appointment
incomplete and no record has been found of the
time to the other district conuuanders, but it is
Snead in his history. The Fight for Missouri (p.

and organization are
orders issued at this
stated by Thomas L.
184), that on the 21st
of May the governor announced the appointment of nine brigadiergenerals (one for each military district) and that "their connnissions
were forthwith transmitted to all, with orders to enroll at once the
men within their respective districts, and get them ready for active
service." The author of this publication was an aide-de-camp on the
staff' of the governor, and acting adjutant-gcncn-al of the ^Missouri State
Guard. He gives the names of the nine brigadier-generals, as follows:
Doniphan. M. Monro(» Parsons, ,Jaines S. Pains, John
Alexander
B. Clark. Meriwether J^nvis Clark, Nathaniel \V. Watkins, Beverly
Randolph, William Y. Slack, and James H. McBj'ide.

W

.

.
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(Official Records of the Union and
the major-g'eneral conuiiandinji'.
Confederate Armies. Series I. Vol. LI II, p. 687.) While the organization of the Missouri State Guard was thus in progress, a convention
was entered into between General Price, the major-general commanding-,
and Brig. Gen. W. S. Harney, commanding the United States forces,
in Avhich it was declared to be their nnitual object to restore peace
and good order to the people of the State. Following- is a copy of the

agreement:
St. Louis, Ma;/ 21, 18H1.

officers of the [Jnited States Government and of the government
of the State of Missouri, for the ])urpose of removing misapprehensions and allaying
public excitement, deem it proper to declare jniblicly that they have this day had a
personal interview in this city, in which it has been mutually understood, without
the semblance of dissent on either part, that each of them has no other than a com-

The undersigned,

—

mon

object, equally interesting and important to every citizen of ^Missouri
that of
restoring peace and good order to the people of the State in subordination to the laws
It Ijeing thus understood, there seems no
of the General and State governments.
reason why every citizen should not confide in the proper officers of the General and
State governments to restore quiet, and, as among the best means of offering no counterintluences, we nuitually reconniiend to all persons to respect each other's rights
throughout the State, making no attempt to exercise unauthorized powers, as it is
the determination of the proper authorities to suppress all unlawful proceedings,
which can only disturb the public peace.
Genei'al Price, having ])y commission full authority over the militia of the State of
INIissouri, undertakes, with the sanction of the governor of the State already declared,
to direct the whole power of the State officers to maintain order within the State
among the people thereof, and General Harney publicly declares that, this object
being thus assured, he can have no occasion, as he has no wish, to make military
movements which might otherwise create excitements and jealousies, which he most
earnestly desires to avoid.
We, the undersigned, do therefore mutually enjoin upon the people of the State to
attend to their civil business of whatsoever sort it may be, and it is to be hoped that
the unquiet elements, which have threatened so seriously to disturb the pubhc peace,

may

soon subside and

l)e

remembered only

to

be deplored.

Sterling Price,
Major- General, Missouri State Guard.

Wm.

S.

Brigadier-General
[Ibid., Series

I,

,

Harney,
('omviandinn.

Vol. Ill, p. 375.]

Following this declaration, on the i!4th of May, the militia of
the Sixth Military District, except those from the city of St. Louis,
were ordered to their homes, but the work of organization was to be
continued. The order to the commanding general of the Sixth District

was

as follows:

General Orders,
No.

5.

Headquarters Missouri State Guard,

\

Jefferson City, Mai/ 34, 1861.

i

The

brigadier-general commanding the Sixth Military District will take immediate steps to send to their respective homes all the troops now in the field in said
district, except those from the city of St. Louis.
The mounted companies and all
infantry companies that can reach their homes liy railroad will be first ordered away.
II. On reaching their respective counties and districts the captain of each of said
companies will innnediately report, either in person or by letter, to the district commander, who will continue their company organization and proceed to organize
them into regiments, as required by the military laws.
III. Each cai)tain before leaving here will prepare and give the necessary bond
for all the arms and etiuipments belonging to the State in the possession of his
I.

company.
IV. As soon

as the necessary blanks can be prepared an officer will be sent to the
several districts of the State to muster and pay the troops that have been in actual
service from the time they have been so employed.

S.

Doc. 412

17
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V. The
means for

By

quarteriuaster and commissary departments will prepare the necessarytransitortation and subsistence of said troops without delay.
command of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price:

Hexry
[Ibid., Series

I,

LirrLE, Asststatit Adjutant- General.

Vol. LIII, p. 689.]

As indicating the condition of affiiirs in Missouri at this time the
following correspondence is here inserted:
Headquarters Department of the
St.

Louis, Mo.,

AVest,
24, 1861.

May

Gen. Sterling Price, Jeferson City, Mo. :
I an:i informed that troops and arms are coming into Missouri from Arkansas.
Is
such the case? Would it not be well for me to station a regiment in the southern
frontier of Missouri? Please answer by telegraph.

Wm.

S.

Harney,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. Ill, p. 378.]

Jefferson City, Mo., May

W. S. Harney,
am satisfied your

Gen.

24, 1S61.

United States Army:

information is incorrect. It can not he that arms or men are
from any quarter without the knowledge of the governor or
myself.
We have no such information. I advise that you do not send a regiment
into the southwest; it will exasperate our own people.
I have attended to dispatches
inclosed me by you from Spiingrttld and St. Joseph.
I am dismissing my troops,
and I will carry out our agreement faithfully.
STERLiNCi Price,
Major-General, Commanding Missouri State Guard.
I

coming

into Missouri

[Ibid., p. 379.]

Headqu.\rters Department of the West,
St.

Loui.% Mo.,

May

27, 1861.

Maj. Gen. Sterling Price,

Commanding Missouri State Guard, Jefferson City, Mo.
General: I am just in receipt of a telegraphic dispatch from Springfield, ^lo.,
Avhich seems to be reliable, that a force is either organized or being organized in Arkkansas, near the Missouri line, with the avowed purpose of entering this State to
disturb its relation with the General Government. I lose no time in communicating
this intelligence, in order that you may not be misled by rumors of measures which
may be necessary on my part to meet this threatened hostility. In our recent
arrangement a contingency like this was not looked for, and in any event it could
hardly be expected of you to assume the responsibility of repelling an invasion from
Arkansas which, should further information justify an expectation of it, must be met

by

myself.
take great pleasure in expressing the belief that our late meeting in this city will
result in the good of our common country.
I have the honor to be, general, with high respect, your obedient servant,
I

Wm.

S.

Harney,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
[Ibid.]

Headquarters Depart.ment of the West,
St.

Louis, Mo.,

May

27, 1861.

Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Missouri State Guard.
General: I am in the receipt of numerous conununications setting forth that aggressions continue to be conunitted upon Union men in different portions oi Missouri,
more especially at and in the vicinity of Springfield, Hannibal, St. Joseph, and Kansas City.
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These complaints, coming as they do from .souri-es which I regard as reliable,
me no little embarrassment, and I have thought it might, perhaps, become
my duty to afford protection at the places above indicated to the extent of authorizing the organization tif Home Guards, unless you can give me assurances that such a
measure is unnecessary, and I trust that the raising of a force of this description at
any point, for home purposes merely, should occasion seem to me to require it, would
not be regarded by you as an infraction of the agreement entered into between us on
occasion

the 21st instant.
1 shall be glad to hear from you upon the subject of this communication at your
earliest convenience.
I have the honor to be, general, with high respect, your obedient servant,

Wm.

S.

Brigadier- General,

Harney,
Com manding.

[Ibid.]

Headquarters Missouri State Guard,
Jefferson City, Mo., May

Brig. Gen.

W.

General:

I

S.

Harney, United

States

3.9,

1861.

Armv,

St.. Louis, Mo.
have the honor to acknowledge the receipt

of

your two communica-

tions of date 27th instant.

In reply to your propositions to establish or organize Home Guards in certain
I have to say that such a step, in my opinion, would bring about the
very state of things we mutually desire to avoid, to wit, hostilities between the
Federal and State governments. In the present state of excitement among the people
the arming of one portion of a community by the Federal Government would very
naturally be looked upon by the other in a spirit of jealousy, and, in my opinion,
would have a tendency to excite those who now hold conservative peace po.sitions
It
into exactly the contrary attitude, an example of which we have in St. Louis.
would undoubtedly, in "my opinion, lead to neighborhood collision, the forerunner
Additional reasons might be urged why you should abandon the estabof civil war.
lishment of these Home Guards, palpable to yourself, if the desire is to avoid civil

localities,

war in Missouri.
With regard to the other point in your letter, relative to complaints of Union men,
I have instituted strict inquiry relative to every case within my knowledge, and beg
leave to reassure you that in no single instance have these acts been instigated or
recognized by meetings or organizations of any kind; but wherever and whenever
happening, prove to be the offspring of irresponsible individuals, and no effort has
been left undone on my part to prevent even this, and shall be continued in the
future.
You will observe from published orders that I positively enjoin upon all
citizens of the State the scrupulous protection of individual property and rights, irreAVith these views and deductions, I feel assured that
spective of political ojiinions.
you will ageee with me that to carry out your proposed plan would be exceedingly
General, it is my unchanged
injudicious, if not ruinous, to the peace of the State.
and honest intention to carry out to the letter the agreement entered into between
us, and I can but feel assured, from the high sense of honor that has always attended
yiHir public acts, that you will, with equal fidelity, observe the same on your part.
Gn receipt of your telegram of yesterday I immediately dispatched two highly
respectable citizens of Springfield, who replied that no troops from Arkansas were
expected or desired. The assertion in the Democrat that wagons had been sent froin
Should, however, troops enter Missouri
Seilalia to Arkansas for arms is wholly untrue.
from Arkansas or any other State, be assured that I will cause them to return, and
thus save you from the taking of a step which I could not with justice construe into
any other light than a violation of our agreement, and such a violation as would, in
my opinion, undoubteiUy precipitate civil hostilities.
I have the honor to be, general, with much respect, your obedient servant,
Sterling Price,
Major- General, Commanding.
[Ibid., p. 380.]

Further information a.s to the condition of affairs in the State and
the intention of the State authoritie.s i.s contained in a letter addressed
b}' Lieut. Gov. Thomas C. Reynolds to the President of the Confederate
States under date of June 3, 1S61, in which the President was invited
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to send a force of Confederate troops into the State to form a nucleus
around which the Missourians might gather ''to form a home force to
This letter is as follows:
protect their menaced lil)ertie8."

Memphis, Tenn., June

3,

1S61.

His Excellency Jefferson Davis,
President of the Confederate States of America.

You are doubtless partially aware of the present condition of Missouri. As
shown by the proclamation of (jeneral Harney, herewith inclosed, it is the fixed
purpose of the United States Government to suppress her State sovereignty, prevent
by force the arming and disciplining of her militia,' and the assembling oi her legisSir:

lature or her sovereign convention for any jnirpose unacceptable to the Lincoln
Administration. This fixed policy has already been exhibited in sevei'al instances,
particularly in the affair at Camp Jackson, near St. Louis, accounts of which I herewith inclose. The answer made by General Harney to the writ of habeas corpus
issued by the United States district judge for the eastern district of Missoui'i, in the
case of Emmett MacDonald (an extract from which is herewith inclosed), shows
clearly the intention of the United States authorities to act under a "higher law,"
and disregard even the Constitution of the United States itself in their attempt to
The i)osition assumed by
reduce Missouri to the condition oi a subject province.
her general assembly in this matter is shown in the resolutions (herewith inclosed)
unanimously adopted by both branches of that bo<ly.
The people, however, are
unorganized, but not entirely unarmed.
Good judges assure me that 00,000 riHes
and shotguns are in the hands of true Southern men in our State, and my own
knowledge of our people convinces me that at least two-thirds, and possibly threefourths, of the voters of Missouri desire a speedy union with the Confederate States;
but in our present condition it is impossi]:)le to call together our convention or take
a popular vote on the question. That body can not now direct any such vote, for
the plain reason that the Ignited States authorities have the will and physical power
to prevent the polls from being opened, nor can either the general assembly or the
convention sit in safety or tran(]uillity except under the iirotecticui of a friendly armed
force.
It is to the Confederate States alone, to her sister Southern States, that ]MisMissouri ))eing still nominally
souri can look for the necessary aid for that purpose.
one of the United States, no legal or constitutional express authority exists in anyone to invite your government to send us aid. No duties or powers are intrusted to
the governor in view of any such emergency. The manifold civil duties he has to
perform at the capital of the State require his presence, and the necessity of his avoiding acts compromising his position toward the United States Government or endangering his person and the State records is apparent to anyone who is aware how
greatly the interests and convenience of the people depend on the governor's attenIt can not, therefore, be expected that he should assume,
tion to those civil duties.
without express direction of the constitution, duties of a military and quasi-

international character.
On mature consideration, examination of the laws and constitution of ]\Iissouri,
and consultation with leading men of mature judgment and sound jiatriotisra, I have
come to the conclusion that, in the absence of any jirovision of our constitution
applicable to such a state of affairs, the high moral duty of leading an arme<l effort
to redeem the State from subjection, and its governor and other authorities from
virtual captivity, devolves not upon the governor, but upon me.
As lieutenantgovernor I am, by our constitution, president of the senate, and I am also by law
president of the general assend:)ly when in joint session.
That body has adjourned to meet at the capital on the third Monday of September,
next. As their presiding officer I am the only person armed with power by law to
arrest disturbers of their deliberations when they are in actual session, and I conceive it to be but a small extension of this authority for me to take necessary measures to put down those who intend to disturb those deliberations by possibly even
preventing a session. To wait until the general assembly meets and attem]>t to punish

such disturbance after it is committed would lie sheer folly, as it would have been
corauiitted by a force suthcient to defy j)unishment.
Moreover, 1 have entirely
reliable information that an attem])t on my i>art to perform the (luties of presiding
officer of the senate would be prevented by the United States authorities; and even
if the information be incorrect, I <lo not consider it liecoming the dignity of a free
State that one of its principal officers should exercise his powers virtually at the sufferance of a military dictator claiming the right to suspend even the writ of habeas
corpus.
I believe history will furnish examples of protection given to such an
officer in such an emergency by friendly foreign i)owers; and should no precisely
similar example exist, I feel assured that the pul:»lic opinion of your confederacy, as
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well as that of Missouri, would fully justify you in extending protection to the presiding; officer of a body which, as the general assembly of Slissouri has done, has
unmistakably evinced its sympathy with your cause.
Under this sense of duty to the general assembly and people of Missouri I intend
to return to the State, and, as soon as I can do so with a reasonable prospect of success, call around me such of her citizens (and I know they can be counted by tens
of thousands) who ai'e willing to join me in the attempt to free her from the military rule now imposed upon her. To do so without meeting with prompt expulsion
(more injurious to our cause than it would be not to make the attempt at all) is
impossible unless I am accompanied by an army of the Confederate States. Officially, as presiding officer of the general assembly, I hereby request the aid of your
government, and invite it to send with me a body of Confederate States troops sufficient to prevent a faiku'e at the start, and to serve as a nucleus around which the'
Missourians may gather to form a home force to protect their menaced liberties. If
you are willing to accept this invitation, the conditions and extent of the assistance
can be settled hereafter in a personal interview or otherwise.
Hoping for a prompt and, if possible, favoraljle answer, I have the honor to l)e,
Mr. President,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thomas

C. Reynolds,

Lieuienant-Governor of the State of Missouri.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. LIII, p. 692.]

The proclamation of General Harnej, inclosed by the lieutenantgovernor, was evidently the following:
Military Department of the West,
St.

To

Louis,

May U,

1861.

the people of the State of Missouri:

On my

return to the duties of the command of this department I find, greatly to
astonishment and mortification, a most extraordinary state of things existing in
this State, deeply affecting the stability of the Government of the United States as
well as the governmental and other interests of Missouri itself.
As a citizen of ^Missouri, owing allegiance to the United States and having interests
in common with you, I feel it my duty as well as privilege to extend a warning voice
to my fellow-citizens against the common dangers that threaten us, and to appeal to
your patriotism and sense of justice to exert all your moral power to avert them.
It is with regret that I feel it my duty to call your attention to the recent act of
the general assembly of Missouri, known as the "military bill," which is the result
no doubt of the tem2)orary excitement that now pervades the public mind. This
bill can not be regarded in any other light than an indirect secession ordinance,
ignoring even the forms resorted to by other States. Manifestly its most material
provisions are in conflict with the Constitution and laws of the United States. To
this extent it is a nullity, and can not and ought not to be upheld or regarded by
the good citizens of ^Missouri. There are obligations and duties resting upon the
people of Missouri under the Constitution and laws of the United States which are
paramount, and which, I trust, you will carefully consider and weigh well before
you will allow yourselves to be carried out of the Union under the form of yielding
obedience to this military bill, which is clearly in violation of your duties as citizens
of the United States.
It must be apparent to everyone who has taken a proper and unbiased view of
the subject that, whatever may lie the termination of the unfortunate condition of
things in respect to the so-called cotton States, ^Missouri must share the destiny of
the Union. Her geojzraphical position, her soil, productions, and, in short, all her
material interests, point to this result.
We can not shut our eyes against this controlling fact.
It is seen and its force is felt throughout the nation.
So important is
this regarded to the great interests of the country that I venture to express the opinion that the whole power of the Government of the United States, if necessary, will
be exerted to maintain Missouri in her present position in the Union. 1 express to
you, in all frankness and sincerity, my own deliberate convictions, without assuming to speak for the (iovernment of the United States, whose authority here and
elsewhere I shall at all times and under all circumstances endeavor faithfully to
uphold. I desire above all things most earnestly to invite my fellow-citizens dis-

my

passionately to consider their true interests as well as their true i-elation to the Gov-

ernment under which we

live

and

to

which we owe

so

much.

In this connection I desire to direct attention to one subject which, no doubt, will
be made the pretext for more or less popular excitement. I allude to the recent trans-
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actions at Caiiii) Jackson, near St. I^ouis.
It is not proper for me to comment upon
the official conduct of my predecessor in command of this department, but it is right
and proper for tiie i)eople of Missouri to know that tlie main avenue of Camp Jackson, recently under command of General Frost, had the name of Davis, and a principal street of the same camp that of Beauregard, and that a Ijody of men had been
received into that camp \w its commander wliich had been notoriously organized in
the interests of the secessionists, the men openly wearing the dress and imdge distinguishing the army of the so-called Southern Confederacy. It is also a notorious
fact that a quantity of arms had been received into the camp which were unlawfully
taken from the United States arsenal at Baton Rouge and surreptitiously jiassed up
the river in boxes marked "Marble."
Upon facts like these, and having in view what occurred at Liberty, the peoi)le
can draw their own inferences, and it can not be difficult for anyone to arrive at a
correct conclusion as to the character and ultimate purpose of that encampment.
No
government in the world would be entitled to resi)ect that would tolerate for a moment
such openly treasonable preparations. It is but simple justice, however, that I should
state the fact that there were many good and loyal men in the camp who were in no
manner responsible fo)- its treasonable character.
Disclaiming as I do all desire or intention to interfere in any way with the prerogatives of the State of Missouri, or with the functions of its executive or other
authorities, yet I regard it as my plain path of duty to express to the people, in
respectful but at the same time decided language, that within the field and scope of
my command and authority the "supreme law" of the land must and shall be maintained, and no suljterfuges, whether in the forms of legislative acts or otherwise, can
be permitted to harass or oppress the good and law-abiding people of Missouri. I
shall exert my authority to protect their persons and property from violations of
every kind, and I shall deem it my duty to suppress all unlawful combinations of
men, whether formed under pretext of military organizations or otherwise.

Wm.
Brigadier-General, United States
[Ibid., Series

On June

I,

S. Harney,
Army, Commanding

Vol. Ill, p. 371.]

1861, an order was issued to hasten the equipment of the
State Guard.
Following is a copy of the order:
5,

General Orders,
No.

8.

\
i

Headquarters Missouri

Guard,

St.\te

Jefferson City,

June

o,

1861.

To hasten and facilitate the equipment of the Missouri State Guard the commander of each militaiy district will cause to be purchased and manufactured in
their respective districts such articles of camp and garrison equipage as can be
ol)tained therein; and for this purpose the captains or commanders of companies will
I.

be authorized to procure, as far as they can, the equipments for their companies in
their immediate localities.
The certified account of all such camp and garrison
equipage, together with the bond of such commanders, will })e forwarded to the
division quartermaster of the district, and T)y him transmitted to the quartermastergeneral of the State, who will furnish the division quartermaster with necessary
means to pay for same.
II. The following is the allowance of canqi and garrison equipage to each officer
and comj)any: Each general, 3 tents in the held, 1 ax, 1 hatchet; field and staff officers above rank of captain, 2 tents in the Held, 1 ax, 1 hatchet; other staff officers
and captains, 1 tent in the field, 1 ax, 1 hatchet; to every 15 foot and 13 mounted
men, 1 tent in the field, 2 spades, 2 axes, 2 pickets, 2 camp kettles, 2 mess pans, 5
hatchets, 1 iron pot; subalterns of companies (to every 2), 1 tent in the field, 1 ax,
1 hatchet.
III. Each regiment will adoj^t the State flag, made of blue merino, 6 by o feet, with
the Missouri coat (jf arms in gold gilt on each side.
Kach mounted company will
have a guidtm, the Hag of which will l)eof white merino, 3 by 2.] feet, with the letters
M. S. G. in gilt on each side. The length of the pike for colors and guidons will be
9 feet long, including spear and ferule.
Each com})any of infantry will have 1 drum
and 1 fife. Each company of mounted men will have 2 bugles or trumpets. If
the colors, guidons, drums, fifes, and bugles can not be procured in the district, requisitions will be made on the (|nartermaster-general of the State.
By command of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price:
Henry Little,
Assistant Adjiitatif-(fetieral.

the tents be of the small, triangular pattern, allow
men to each.
[Ibid., Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 694.]
If

of foot

and

5 of

mounted
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On June 11, 186 1, a conference wa.s held at the city of St. Louis
between Governor Jackson and Brig. Gen. Nathaniel Lj^on, who had
succeeded General Harney in the command of the Department of the
West, the object, as stated by the governor, being to avert the horrors
The conference failed in its object, and on the 12th of
of civil war.
June the governor issued his proclamation calling for 50,000 militia for
This proclamation, which recites the
the active service of the State.
reasons for its issue, the objects for which the militia was to be emploved, the status of the State with reference to the Federal Union,
and the duty of citizens to the State and the United States, is here
given in

full:

A PROCLAMATION.

To

the People of 3Iissourl

:

A series of unprovoked and unparalleled outrages have been inflicted upon the
peace and dignity of this Commonwealth and upon the rights and liberties of its
people by wicked and unprincipled men, professing to act under the authority of the
United States Government. The solemn enactments of your legislature have been
nullified, your volunteer soldiers have been taken prisoners, your commerce with
your sister States has been suspended, your trade with your own fellow-citizens has
been and is subjected to the harassing control of an armed soldiery, peaceful citizens
have been imprisoned Avithout warrant of law, unoffending anci defenseless men,
women, and children have been ruthlessly shot down and murdered, and other
unbearable indignities have been heaped upon your State and yourselves.
To all these outrages and indignities you have submitted with a patriotic forbearance which has only encouraged the perpetrators of these grievous wrongs to attempt
still bolder and more daring usurpations.
It has been my earnest endeavor under
all these embarrassing circumstances to maintain the peace of the State and to avert,
if possible, from our borders the desolating effects of a civil war.
With that object
in view I authorized ^Major-General Price several weeks ago to arrange with General
Harney, conunanding the Federal forces in this State, the terms of an agreement by
which the peace of the State might be preserved. They came, on the 21st of May,
to an understanding, which was made public.
The State authorities have faithfully
labored to carry out the terms of that agreement. The Federal Government, on the
other hand, not only manifested its strong disapprobation of it by the instant dismissal of the distinguished ofhcer who on its pai't entered into it, but it at once began
and has unintermittingly carried out a system of hostile operations in utter contempt
of that agreement and in reckless disregard of its own plighted faith.
These acts
have latterly portended revolution and civil war so unmistakably that I resolved to
make one further effort to avert these dangers from you. I therefore solicited an
interview with Brigadier-General Lyon, commanding the Federal army in Missouri.
It was granted, and on the 10th instant, waiving all questions of personal and official
dignity, I went to St. Louis, accompanied by Major-General Price.
had an interview on the 11th instant with General Lj on and Col. F. P. Blair,
jr., at which I submitted to them this proposition: That I would disband the State

We

Guard and break up its
have been armed by the

organization; that I would disarm all the companies which
State; that I would pledge myself not to attempt to organize
the militia under tlie military bill; that no arms or munitions of war should be
brought into the State; that I would jjrotect all citizens ecjually in all their rights,
regardless of their political opinions; tliat I would repress all insurrectionary movements within the State; that I would repel all attempts to invade it, fiom whatever
quarter and by whomsoever made, and that I would thus maintain a strict neutrality
in the present unhappy contest, and preserve the peace of the State.
And I further
p»-oposed that I would, if necessary, invoke the assistance of the United States troops
to carry out these pledges.
All this I proposed to do upon condition th.at the Federal
Government would undertake to disarm the Home Guards, which it has illegally
organized and armed tliroughout the State, and pledge itself not to occupy with its
troops any localities in the State not occupied by them at this time.
Nothing but the most earnest desire to avert the horrors of civil war from our
beloved State could have tempted me to propose these humiliating terms. They
were rejected by the Federal officers. They demanded not only the disorganization
and disarming of the State militia and the nullification of the military bill, l)ut they
refused to disarm their own Home Guards, and insisted that the Federal Government
should enjoy an unrestricted right to move and station its troops throughout the
State whenever and wherever that might, in the opinion of its officers, be necessary,

264

MISSOURI TROOPS

CONFEDERATE.

tlie protei'tion of the '* loyal gubjects" of the Federal Government or for
the repellinjf of nivasion, and they plainly announced that it was the intention
of the Administration to take military occupation under these pretexts of the whole
State, and to reduce it, as avowed by General Lyon himself, to the "exact condition

either for

of

Maryland."

The

acceptant-e

by

me

of these

degrading terms would not only have sullied the

honor

of ]\iissouri, but would have aroused the indiixnation of every brave citizen,
an<l jirecipitated the very contliet which it has been
aim to prevent.
refused
to accede to tiiem, and the conference was broken up. Fellow-citizens, all our efforts
toward conciliation have failed.
can hope nothing from the justice or moderation of the agents of the Federal Government in this State.
They are energetically

We

my

We

hastening the execution of their bloody and revolutionary schemes for the inauguration of a civil war in your midst; for the military occupation of your State by armed
bands of lawless invaders; for the overthrow of your State government, and for the
subversion of those liberties which that government has always sought to protect,
and they intend to exert their whole power to sul)jugate you, if possible, to the
military despotism which has usurped the powers of the Federal Government.
Now, therefore, I, C. F. Jackson, governor of the State of Missouri, do, in view of
the foregoing facts and by virtue of the powers vested in me by the constitution and
laws of this Commonwealth, issue this
proclamation, calling the militia of the
State, to the number of 50,000, into the active service of the State, for the purposeof repelling said invasion, and for the protection of the lives, liberty, and property
of the citizens of this State, and I earnestly exhort all good citizens of Missouri to
rally under the flag of their State for the protection of their endangered homes and
firesides, and for the defense of their most sacred rights and dearest lil)erties.
In issuing this proclamation, I hold it to be
solemn duty to remind you that.
Missouri is still one of the United States; that the executive department of the State
government does not arrogate to itself the power to disturb that relation; that that
power has been wisely vested in a convention, which will at the proper time express
your sovereign will, and that meanwhile it is your duty to obey all the constitutional requirements of the Federal (jovernment; but it is equally
duty to advise
you that your first allegiance is due to your own State, and that you are under no
obligation whatever to obey the unconstitutional edicts of the military despotism
which has enthroned itself at "Washington, nor to submit to the infamous and degrading sway of its wicked minions in this State. No brave and true-hearted Missourian
will obey the one or submit to the other.
Rise, then, and drive out ignominiously
the invaders who have dared to desecrate the soil which your labors have made

my

my

my

fruitful

and which

is

consecrated by your homes.

Ciiven under my hand as governor and under the great seal of the State of Missouri
at Jefferson City this 12th day of June, 1861.

Ci-AiBORXE F. Jackson.

By

the (Tovernor:
B'.

F.

^lAiii^KY, Secretary

of State.

[Ibid., p. ()96.]

On the (late of the governor's proehmiation the commanders of the
several districts of the Missouri State Guard were directed to immediately assemble all available troops in their respective districts " for
actual sorvict*.'' The order for this purpose was in the followingterms:

General Okdehs,
No.
I.

11.

HEAixiUARTERs Missouri State Guard,

\
I

The commanders

immediately assemble

of
all

Jeferaon Clti/, Mo., ,Tnne 12, 1861.
the military districts of the INIissouri State Guard will
the available troops in their respective districts for actual

'service.
II. The forces of the Third District will, as they assemble, march by regiments,,
battalions, or companies, without delay, to Boonville, Cooper County, which will
be the rendezvous. On their arrival at this place the commanders of such regiments, battalions, and companies will report to the senior ofticer present, who will
report each arrival to these head(iuarters and to the commander of the Sixth ]\Iili-

tary District.
III. The forces of the first, second, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth
will assemble in camp, the place to be designated by the respective district commanders, who will repair in i)erson to said camp and superintend the organization
and e(|uipment of their commands. They will, from time to time, rejjort to these
headquarters the number and condition of their command.

:
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IV. The district quartermasters and commissaries will use

all

the means at their

command in their respective districts to furnish supplies for this movement, and will
make requisitions on the quartermaster-general and commissary-general for funds.
By command of Maj. Gen. S. Price:
Hexry Little, Amstiuit AdjuUint-General.
[Ibid., Series

Vol. Ill,

I,

p.

592.]

The governor's proclamation and the order for the assemblage of
Guard was followed almost inuiiediately by open

the Missouri State

which

it is not the purpose of this paper to discuss.
16, 1861, General Parsons was directed to hasten with his
command to Boonville, bringing with him such men as might join him'
on the wa}^ (Ibid., Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 699), and on July 4. 1861, the

hostilities,

On June

following general order was issued for the organization of the forces
in the field:

General Orders,
No.

Headquarters MfssouRi State Guard,
Camp Lamar, Jtdy 4, 1861.
the following general orders for the government of

\

16.

/

The commander

in chief issues
in the field
I. The several brigadier-generals now in the field will proceed forthwith to the
organization of the forces from their respective districts, and all companies or parte
of companies from the Second District will report their strength and equipments,
together with a list of their commissioned officers, to Gen. John B. Clark and be
attached to his command. All companies and parts of companies from the Fifth District will make a like report to Gen. W. Y. Slack and be attached to his command.
All companies and parts of companies from the First, Eighth, and Ninth districts will
make a like report to Gen. M. M. Parsons and be attached to his command.
II. Col. John Reid is hereby detailed as commissary-general of the forces now in
the field, and the commissaries of the several brigades will make to him a full and
complete return as soon as practicable of all the commissary stores under their control, which will be equitably distributed by him to the several brigades upon requisitions from the proper officers.

the forces

now

In the absence of the quartermaster-general. Acting Quartermaster Edward
will, through himself and the quartermasters of brigades and their assistants,
have charge of the transportation of the forces now in the field, as provided by law.
By order of C. F. Jackson, Commander in Chief:
III.

Haren

Warwick
[Ibid., Series

I,

HocciH, Adjutant-General.

Vol. LIII, p. 705.]

On July 10, 1861, Brig. Gen. A. E. Steen, commanding the Fifth
Military District, was directed to organize his division (Official Records
of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 710),
and on the 11th of July the following order was issued:
General Orders,
No.

Headquarters Missouri State Guard,

\

3.

Coirskin Prairie, July 11, 1861.

(

State troops now in the field will be designated as follows: First Division,
Missouri State Forces, Brig. Gen. M. M. Parsons; Second Division, Missouri State
Forces, Brig. Gen. J. S. Rains; Third Division, Missouri State Forces, Brig. Gen. J. B.
Clark; Fourth Division, Missouri State Forces, Brig. Gen. "\V. Y. Slack; Fifth Division,
Missouri State Forces, Brig. Gen. A. E. Steen.
II. Brigadier-generals commanding divisions will proceed to organize into regiments and battalions all the companies in their commands not already so organized.
This organization, being by divisions, will be entered accordingly, as First, Second,
or Third Regiment of Infantry; First, Second, or Third Division; the same in regard
to other arms of artillery or cavalry. The companies in each regiment or battalion
•will be lettered as A, B, C, etc.
Each division commander will report such organization, with the names of the field officers elected, to headquarters.

The

I.

*******

By

order of Gen.

S. Price,

commanding:

H. Little,
[Ibid., p. 710.]

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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On the i6th of July Brig-. Gen. M. M. Parsons, the senior brigadiergeneral of the Missouri State Guard, was assigned to the eoniinand of
the forc(\s in the Held during the teiuporai'v absence of Maj()r-(J(Mieral
Price, and Col. Horace Brand, First Reginu^iit Ritlenien. Sixth District,
was ap])ointed inspector-general on (li(» start' of the major-general com(Olficial Records of the Union and Confederate Armies,
Vol. hlll, p. 7i;3.)
On August 1, 1861, Brig. Gen. M. Jert'. Thompson issued from
the headquarters of the First Militar}^ District of the Missouri State
Guard at Bloomtield, Mo., a pi'oclamation appealing to the "people
of Missouri" to rally to his standard.
Again it l)ecomes necessar}- to
refer to Moore's Hebellion Record, no official copy of this i)roclamation having been found. As recorded in the publication referred
to (Vol. II, Docs., p. 457) the proclamation reads:

manding.
Series

1,

Headquarters Missocki State Guard,
Bloomjidd, Mo., AugiiM

1,

1861.

MISSOURIANs! STRIKE FOR YOUR FIRESIDES AND YOUR HOMEs!

To the people of 3fissouri:
Havino; been elected to coininaiid the <jallant sons of the First Mihtary District of
Missouri in the second war of independence, I ai>peal to all whose hearts are with
By a speedy and sinndtaneons assauU on our foes
us ininie<liately to take the field.
we can, like a hurricane, scatter them to the winds; while tardy action, like the
gentle south wind, will only meet with northern frosts, and advance and recede,
and like the seasons will be like the history of the war, and will last forever. Come,
now; strike while the iron is hot! Our enemies are whipped in Virginia. They have
been whi}iped in Missouri. General Hardee advances in the center, (General Pillow
on the right, and General McCulloch on the left, with 20,000 brave Southern hearts
to our aid.
So leave your plows in the furrow and your oxen in the yoke, and
rush like a tornado ujion our invaders and foes, to sweep them from the face of the
earth or force them from the soil of our State! Brave sons of the Ninth District,
come and join us! We have jtlenty of amnmnition and the cattle on ten thousand
hills are ours.
We have 40,000 Ikdgian nmskets coming; but bring your guns and
muskets with you, if you have them; if not, come without them. We will strike
your foes like a Southern thun<lerbolt, and soon our camp tires will illuminate the

Meramec and

Missouri.

Come, turn

out!

Jeff. Thompson,
Brigadier- General Com niandlng.

On August

14-, 1S()1, General I'rice announced in orders the ap})ointof Phineas M, Sa\'eiT as provost-marshal of the Missouri army,
with the rank of major, and directed him to recruit a company. He
also congratulated the army on the brillijint victory won at tlu> battle
of Wilson's Creek on the iOth of August (Official Records of the Union
and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 727), and on the
20th of the same month he issued a proclamation amiouncing "to the
people of Missouri "' that the army under his conunand had been
organized under the laws of the State for the protection of their
homes and firesides and for the maintenance of the rights, dignity,
and honor of Missouri. He assured them tliat he was detcM-mined to
protect every peaceal)le citizen in the fidl (Mijoyment of his rights,
whatever may ha\e been his sympathies, if he had not taken an active
part in the warfare that had l)een waged against the good ])eople of
the State, at the same time warning evil-disposed i)ersons who should
support the usurpation of anyone claiming to be the provisional or
temporary governor of the State, or who should in any other way
£'iv(^ ;iid or comfort to the encmv. that thev would ))e held as enemies

ment
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and treated accordingly.
follows:

The

full

text of the proclamation

Jefferson City, August,
To the jx'op/e of Missouri.
Fellow-Citizkxs: The army under

my

267
is

as

20, 1861.

eominaiul haw been organized under the

lavvs of the State for the protection of your homen and firesides and for tlie maintenance of the rights, dignity, and honor of Missouri. It is kept in the field for these
purposes alone, and to aid in accom{)lishing tliem our gallant Southern brethren iiave
come into our .State. Witli tliese we have achieved a glorious victory over the foe,

and scattered far and wide the well-appointed army vv hich the usurper at Washington
has been more than six niontlis gathering for your sul)jugation and enslavement;
This victory frees a large portion of the State from the power of the invaders and
It consequently becomes my duty to assure
restores it to the protection of its army.
you that it is my iirm determination to protect every peaceable citizen in the full
enjoyment of all his i-ights, whatever may have been his sympathies in the present
unhappy struggle, if he has not taken an active part in the cruel warfare which has
been waged against the good people of this State V)y the ruthless enemies whom we
have just defeated. 1 therefore invite all good citizens to return to their homes and
the practice of their ordinary avocations, with the full assurance that they, their
1 at the same
families, their homes, and their proi)erty shall l)e carefully protected.
time warn all evil-disposed persons who niay supj>ort the usurpations of anyone
who
shall in any
claiming to be provisional or temporary governor of Missouri, or
other way give aid or comfort to the enemy, that tliey will ])e held as enemies and
treated accordingly.

Sterling Price,
Major- General, Commanding Missouri State Guard.
[Ibid., p. 730.]

On October 23, ISHI, an order was issued by Major-General Price
for the reoruanization of the divisions of the Missouri State Guard.
This order

is

as follows:

Headquarters Missouri State Guard,
Camp near Neosho, OctoJjer 23, 1861.
No. 63.
Paragraph No. l,of General Orders, No. 3, July, 1861, organizing and designating
the divisions, Ijeing an error, is hereby corrected, and in accordance with the requirements of the military bill the divisions will in future be designated as follows: First
Division, composed of troops from the counties of St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve,
Perry, Cape Girardeau, Bollinger, Madison, Iron, Wayne, Stod<lard, Scott, Mississippi, New Madrid, Butler, Dunklin, Pemiscot; Second Division, composed of troops
from the counties of Scotland, ('lark, Knox, Lewis, Shelby, Marion, Monroe, Ralls,
Pike, Audrain, Callaway, Montgomery, Lincoln, Warren, and St. Charles; Third
Division, composed of troops from the counties of Putnam, Schuyler, Sullivan, Adair,
Linn, Macon, Chariton, Randolph, Howard, and Boone; Fourth Division, composed
of troops from the counties of Gentry, Harrison, Mercer, Grundy, De Kail), Daviess,
Livingston, Clinton, Caldwell, Ray, Carroll, and Worth; Fifth Division, composed of
troops from the counties of Atchison, No(la\vay, Holt, Andrew, Buchanan, Platte,
and Clay; Sixth Division, composed of troops from the counties of Saline, Pettis,
Cooper, Moniteau, C'ole, Osage, Gasconade, Maries, Miller, Morgan, Cam<len, Pulaski,
and Phelps; Seventh Division, composed of troops from the counties of Dallas,
Laclede, Texas, Dent, Reynolds, Shannon, Wright, Wetxster, (ireeiie, Christian,
Stone, Taney, Douglas, Ozark, Howell, Oregon, Carter, and Ri{)ley; Eighth Division,
composed of troops from the counties of Jackson, La Fayette, Cass, Johnson, Bates,
Henry, Benton, Hickory, Polk, St. Clair, Vernon, Cedar, Dade, Barton, Ja.'iper,
Lawrence, Newton. McDonald, an<l Harry; Ninth Division, composed of troops from
the counties of St. Louis, Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, and Crawford.
By order of Maj. (ien. Sterling Price:
[H. Little, Adjataiit-General.'\

General Orders,

"I

j

[Ibid., p. 750.]

On the 24th of Noveni]>er an address was issued by RrioadierGeneral Parsons to his friends and fellow-citizens of the Sixth Mili-
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taiy District, appealing to
copy of his address:
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tliein to join

liis

standard.

Following

i,s

a

iiEAOCiUARTERS SiXTH MILITARY DiSTRKT, MlSSOl'RI StATE GUARI),
Vamp on Cedar Creek, November 24, 1861.

To my friends and feUoir-citizeiis of the Sixth Militari/ District of Missouri:
Six mouths have elapsed oinoe I have had the honor of addressing any of you,
except uiy veterans wlio were in the field with me. You will remember that in June
last I left your district with a handful of men for the confines of Arkansas.
Although
few in number when I left, our forces increased until I was enabled to meet, with
my brother generals, the mercenary foe upon the fields of Carthage and put him to
rout, thus securing my original object of making Arkansas the base of future operations.
Aided by the troops of the Confederate States, from this position we were
enabled to meet the great hero of the Federal Army upon the bloody field of Wilson's
Creek, and vanquished him with the loss of his life and the demoralization of his
entire army.
My countrymen, these deeds of chivalry would alone have been sufficient to have
placed unfading laurels upon the brows of my soldiers, but, although I had bui'ied
upon that bloody field many of my gallant comrades in arms, our exertions did not
cease there.
Our march was onward. We again met the enemy at Dry Wood, and
the gallant little division which I had the honor to command again gallantly met
the enemy while he was pursuing our retiring friends, and, driving him from the
field, saved their artillery and numitions from capture.
Yet the undaunted spirit of your military district was not yet satiated. Glory
still led them on.
The strong fortifications of Lexington were in front; straightway
In a four days' siege Lexington fell, and your divito them their columns wended.
sion was honored with the position of receiving the surrender of the enemy.
Circumstances, over w'hich your general in chief and myself had no control, forced
us again to retire upon the confines of Arkansas.
We were followed by an army
under General Fremont an army, the best appointed that ever marched upon the
Western Continent and after having stationed ourselves in a position where we
could give the enemy battle, he halted, pondered, and finally turned, in precipitate
retreat, before our veteran soldiers.
We again have come upon the borders of your military district. Our soldiers are
as energetic, as brave, as willing, and as anxious to meet the enemy as ever, and
they will meet him, and vanquish him, too, if he dares present a hostile front. But
then, my countrymen, let me appeal to you.
Do you intend to live in ease, in
winter comforts, and far from danger, by your own firesides and with your own
families, and allow these veterans of five battles still to war for your security, your
lives, and your property?
I believe you will not.
Then I ask you in the name of
all that we cherish upon this earth, in the name of our honor, our families, and of
those who are to come after us, to rally to the call of your gallant old leader, the
general in chief. Of course some will fall in this bloody strife. Many fields may
Yet, why should we despond? It is
yet run red with the blood of our brethren.
by the blood of martyrs that liberty is maintained, and as for those who have already
fallen, or those who may hereafter fall, we will ^'isit them in our memories with the

—

—

poet's couplet:

How
By

who sink to rest
country's wishes lilest!

sleep the brave,

all their

There Honor comes, a pilirrini ^niy.
To bless the turf that wraps their clay;

And Freedom

shall a while repair.
there.

To dwell, a weeping hermit,

not close this appeal without calling upon our friends from the St. Louis
Brave Kelly is here, who has bled for our cause upon the bloody field of
.-Wilson's Creek.
His gallant command has been cut down by the fate of battle.
Are there no bold spirits, no brave Irish hearts in the St. Louis District, who will
rally to his standard?
I know there are.
An invitation and opportunity is all they
desire.
Let them come.
My countrymen, the invader is already faltering and retiring before us; one more
grand contest and our country is free.
M. ]M. Parsons,
I will

District.

Brigadier-General,

Si.rtli

District.

[Ibid., p. 7o6.]

Two days later a stirring appeal was addressed by General Price to
the people of central and north Missouri, urgently calling for 50,000

—
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volunteers for hirs army. To emphasize this appeal he stated that to
the call of the chief magistrate in flune. 18H1, for 50,000 men for servThe proclamaices in the State (xuard less than 5.000 had responded.
tion reads as follows:
Proclamation to the People of Central and North

INIissouri.

Marshall, Mo., November

26, ISGl.

Felloic-cifizens:

of June last I was called to the command of a handful of INIissourians,
gave up home and comfort to espouse in that gloomy hour the cause of
your bleeding country, struggling with the most causeless and cruel despotism known,
among civilized men. When peace and protection could no longer be enjoyed but
at the price of honor and liberty your chief magistrate called for 50,000 men to drive
the ruthless invader from a soil made fruitful by your labors and consecrated by your
homes.
To that call less than 5,000 responded; out of a male population exceeding 200,000
men, one in forty only stepped forward to defend with their persons and their lives
the cause of constitutional liberty and human rights.
Some allowances are to be made on the score of a want of military organization, a
supposed want of arms, the necessary retreat of the army southward, the blockade
But nearly six months
of the river, and the pre.sence of an armed and organized foe.
have now elapsed; your crops have been tilled; your harvests have been reaped,
your preparations for winter have been made; the army of ^Missouri, organized and
etjuipped, fought its way to the river; the foe is still in the field; the country bleeds
and our people groan under the inflictions of a foe marked with all the characteristics
of barbarian warfare, and where now are the 50,000 to avenge our wrongs and free
our country? Had 50,000 men flocked to our standard with their shotguns in their
hands there would not now Ije a Federal hireling in the State to pollute our soil.
Instead of ruined communities, starving families, and desolated districts, we should
have had a people blessed with protection and with stores to supply the wants and
Where are those 50,000 men? Are Missourians no
necessities and comforts of life.
longer true to themsi Ives? Ai-e they a timiil, time-serving, craven race, fit only for
sul^jection to a despot?
Awake, my countrymen, to a sense of what constitutes the
dignity and true greatness of a free people. A few men have fought your battles; a
few men have dared the dangers of the battlefield; a few have borne the hardships
of the camp, the scorching suns of summer, the frosts of winter, the malaria of the
sv.amps, the privations incident to our circumstances, fatigue, and hunger and thirst,
often without blankets, without shoes, with insufficient clothing, with the cold, wet
earth for a bed, the sky for a covering, and a stone for a pillow, glad only to meet
the enemy on the field, where some paid the noblest devotion known among men
on earth to the cause of your country and your rights with their lives.
But where one has V^een lost on the field three have Ijeen lost by diseases induced
by privation and toil. During all these trials we have murmured not; we offered all
we had on earth at the altar of our conmion country our own beloved ]Missouri
and we only now ask our fellow-citizens, our brethren, to come to us and help to
secure what we have gained and to win our glorious inheritance from the cruel hand
of the spoiler and the oppressor.
Come to us, l)rave sons of ]\Iissouri! Rally to our
standard! I must have 50,000 men. I call upon you in the name of your country
for 50,000 men.
Do you stay at home to take care of your property? ^Millions of
dollars have been lost because you stayed at home.
Do you stay at home for protection? More men have been murdered at home than I have lost in five successive
battles.
Do you stay at home to secure terms with the enemy? Then, I warn you,
the day may soon come when you may be surrendered to the mercies of that enemy
and your substance be given up to the Hessian and the jayhawker. I can not, I will
not, attribute such motives to you, my countrymen.
But where are our Southern-rights friends? AVe must drive the oppressor from
our land. 1 must have 50,000 men. N(jw is the crisis of your fate; now the golden
opportunity to save the State; now is the day of your political salvation. The time
of enlistment for our brave band is beginning to expire.
Do not tax their patience
beyond endurance; do not longer sicken their hearts by hope defei'red. They begin
to inquire, "Where are our friends?"
Who shall give them an answer? Boys and
small property holders have in the main fought the battles for the protection of ycjur
property, and when they ask, "Where are the men for whom we are fighting?" how
can I, how shall I explain?
Citizens of Missouri, I call upon j'ou by every consideration of interest, by every
desire for safety, by every tie that binds you to home and country, delay no longer.
"Let the dead bury their dead." Leave your property to take care of itself. Com-

In the

month

who nobly

—
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mend your homes to the protection of God, and merit the admiration and love of
childhood and womanhood by showing yourselves men, the sons of the brave and
Come to the army
free, who l)equeathed to us the sacred trust of free institutions.
of Missouri, not for a

week or month, but

to free

your country.

Strike till each armed foe expires!
Strike for your altars and your fires!
For the green graves of your sires,
God and your native land!

patriotism must inspire and lead you or all is lost; lost, too,
all might be forever saved.
Numbers give strength. NumNumbers save tlie necessity often of fighting battles. Numbers intimidate the foe.
Numbers command universal respect and insure
bers make our arms irresistible.
confidence.
We must have men 50,000 men. Let the herdsman leave his folds.
Let the farmer leave his fields. Let the mechanic leave his shop. Let the lawyer
Let the aspirants for office and
leave his office till we restore the supremacy of law.
place know they will be weighed in the l)alance of patriotism and may be found
wanting. If there Ije any craven, crouching spirits who have not the greatness of
soul to respond to their country's call for help, let them stay at home, and let only
the brave and true come <iut to join their brethren on the tented field.
Come with supplies of clothing, and with tents, if you can procure them. Come
with your guns of any description that can be made to bring down a foe. If ygti
have no arms, come without them, and we will supply you as far as that is possible.
Bring cooking utensils and rations for a few weeks. Bring blankets and heavy shoes
and extra ])ed clothing if you have them. Bring no horses to remain with the Army
must have 50,000 men. Give
except those necessary for baggage transportation.
me these men and, by the help of God, I will drive the hireling bands of thieves and
marauders from the State. But if Missourians fail now to rise in their strength and
avail themselves of the propitious moment t() strike for honor and liberty, you can
not say that we have not done all we could do to save you.
You will be advised in time at what point to report for organization and active

The burning

just at the

fires of

moment when

—

We

—

We

have
service.
Leave your property at home. What if it be taken all taken?
$200,000,000 worth of Northern means in Missouri which can not be removed. When
we are once free the State will indemnify every citizen who inay have lost a dollar by
adhesion to the cause of his country. We shall have our property or its value with
interest.
But, in the name of God and the attributes of manhood, let me appeal to
you I)y considerations infinitely higher tlian inoney! Are we a generation of driveling, sniveling, degraded' slaves?
Or are we men who dare assert and maintain the
rights which can not be surrendered, and defend those principles of everlasting rectitude, pure and high and sacred, like God, their authoi?
Be yours the office to
choose between the glory of a free country and a just government and the bondage
I will ask
of your children!
I will never see the chains fastened upon my country.
for six and a half feet of INIissouri soil in which to repose, but will not live to see my
people enslaved.
Do I hear your shouts? Is that your war cry which eclioes through the land? Are
you coming? Fifty thousand men! ^lissouri shall move to victory with the tread of
a giant! Come on, my brave boys, 50,000 heroic, gallant, unconqueral:)le Southern,
men! We await your coming.
Sterling Price,
Major- General, Commanding.
[Ibid., Series I, Vol. YIII, p. H95.]

On the '2(1 dj\y of Do('eml)er. 18P)1, elections were held in several
divisions of the Missouri State Guard for division commanders, and
the results of these elections were announced in order as follows:
General Orders,

HEAixir.xRTEHs ^Missouri State Guard,
\
No. IIL
Caiiip on Sac Hirer, December ^, 1861.
J
1. In accordance with (ieneral Orders, No. <S9, of November 20, 1861, an election
for brigadier-general was this day held in the Second, Third, and Fourth Divisions,
and the following-named officers were declared didy elected according to law: Martin K. Green, brigadier-general Second Division; Edwin W. Price, brigadier-general
Third Division; W. Y. Slack, brigadier-general Fourth Division. Brig. Gen. Martin
K. (xreen will assume command of the Second Division, and Brig. (tcu. E. W. Price
of the Third Division, and Brig. Gen. W. Y. Slack will continue in conunand of the
Fourtli Division, which he has heretofore commanded as briga(her-general of the
Fourth Military District by virtue of appointment of the governor of the State.
By order of Major-General Price:

H. Little, Adjutant- General.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol.

LIU,

p. 758.]
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Headquarters Missouri State Guard,
\
Camp on Sac River, December 4, 18G1.
No. 115.
i
I. In accordance with General Orders, No. 89, of November 20, 1861, an elec^tion
was held in the Seventh and Eighth Divisions December 2, 1861, and the followingnamed officers were declared duly elected according to law: James H. Mc Bride,
brigadier-general of Seventh Military District; James S. Rains, brigadier-general of
Eighth Military District.
Ix. Brig. Gen. James H. McBride will continue in command of the Seventh Division and Brig. Gen. James S. Rains will continue in command of the Eighth Division,
which they have heretofore commanded as brigadier-generals of the Seventh and
Eighth Militar)' Districts, respectively, by virtue of appointment from the governor
of the State.

General Orders,

B}^ order of

Major-General Price:

H. Little, Adjutant-General.
[Ibid., p. 759.]

The terms of enlistment of the Missouri State Guard were now
expiring; some were enlisting in the Confederate serv'ice and many
were returning to their homes. Signs of demoralization and disintegration were abundant.
Of these the following are in evidence.
Brig. Gen. M. Jetf. Thompson, commanding the First Military District, said in a letter to Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow dated at New
Madrid, Mo., December 7, 1861:
* * * The terms of enlistment of my men are expiring every day, and while
there is so much suspense many are desiring to leave who would cheerfully enlist if
matters could be placed right. * * *
[Ibid., Series

To

I,

Vol. VIII, p. 704.]

Brig. Gen.

M.

L. Clark, Missouri State Guard, then at Richsaid on the same date:

mond. Va., General Thompson

Headquarters First Military

District, Missouri State Guard,
New Madrid, Mo., December 7, 1861.

Brig. Gen. M. L. Clark,
Missouri State Guard, Richmond, Va.

has been a great deal of dissatisfaction among the men you
and upon the return of Colonel Kennelly, who was anxious to have some
of them go with him, and on a representation that you had accepted a position in
the Regular Army, they determined to disband. The officers all seemed willing
and anxious, and I, not feeling willing or disposed to hold them against their desire
when we were all about reorganizing, gave mj^ consent, and yesterday they scattered
to the four winds.
Kelly, Peterson, Wise, and Brannou remain with me.
Some
went. Frost and Bower and the majority have returned to St. Louis County. The
terms of enlistment of my men are expiring each day, and as we have not been able

Dear General: There

left here,

to get a single official order or instruction as to the plan of i-eorganization, I am
having great trouble to satisfy the men. If you can throw any light upon the subject I will be much obliged to you.
Believe me to be, yours, most respectfully,

M. Jeff. Thompson,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
[Ibid., p. 703.]

And on

the following day General

Thompson

said in a letter to

Governor Jackson:
Headquarters First Military

District, Missouri State Guard,
Nevj Madrid, Mo., Decembers, 1861.

His Excellency C. F. Jackson,
Governor and Commander in Chief of Missouri, Richmond, Mo.
have been most anxiously waiting some definite instructions in regard to
the expiration of the terms of enlistment of the men now in the field of the Missouri
State Guard, and also about our organization under the Confederate States.
The
time of those who answered your call is fast expiring. In fact, every day whole
Sir: I
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companies are relieved by expiration of terms, and as many should and ought to go
home, while others would come under different otiicers, the present effieiency of the
If the present organization is to be continued in the
force is decidedly below par.
field another proclamation from you is necessary, and if a reorganization is to be
had or gone into, it should be done soon and all at once, so that the appeals and
excitement can be used to better advantage. I can raise a )>rigade witliout any
trouble, if allowed to manage it now; but if separate companies and regiments are
allowed to l)reak up and form at different times there will l)e no enthusiasm and a
I have a great many men sick ami they are dying by
great falling off in nuudxM's.
the wholesale. Please send me some orders on the subject of reorganization.
Yours, most respei'tfully,
M. Jkff. Thompson,
Brigudier- (general, Commanding.
[Ibid., p. 704.]

On the IHh of December Governor Jackson was at General Thompson's headquarters, and the hitter wrote concernino- the plan of reorganization:
He/VDiji'-miters

Col.

W. G.

FmsT Military

District, Missouri State Gu.\rd,
Neiv Madrid, Mo., December 9, 1861.

Pheei.an,

Camp Blanton, Mo.
Dear Colonel: Governor Jackson is here, and
Mii<muri State (ruard,

I can now begin to talk with some
It is proposed that all the able-bodied men
of the plan of reorganization.
shall enlist in the Confeilerate service, and from among themselves elect their field
officers up to the colonel.
The balance are to form themselves into new companies
and regiments of INIissouri State Guard under the old law, subject to be called out at

knowledge

*******

any time the governor may

see

lit.

M. Jeff. Thompson,
Brigadier-General, Coiiimanding.

[Ibid., p. 705.]

Again, on the

'2(Mh of

Docem))er, General Thom))son wrote:

Headquarters First Military

District, Missouri State Guard,
Xeiv Madrid, Mo., Decernher ,^6, 1861.

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. A., Cohuidnu, Kij.
Dear General: Nearly all my men are disbanded and comimratively but few have
reenlisted.
They seemed determined to take the Christmas holidays to themselves
and are having a real noisy time of it. Two-thii-ds of those who have enlisted are
"for the war," and I exjiect that all of those who join in January will be for the war.
Those that come in later will be twelve-months' men. I have allowed each aspirant
for office to o|)en a kind of recruiting office, and I swear in each man myself, intending to combine them as soon as I find elements which suit.
1 disband the cavalry to-morrow, and will be without pickets for a few days.

*******
Yours, most respectfully,

M. Jeff. Thompson,
Brigadier- (icneral, Commanding.
[Ibid., p. 722.]

Relative to the dishaiulmtMit of the reoiments of General Thompson's
..command, that otiicer wrote to General Price, January 1, 1862:

New
Maj. Gen. Sterling; Price,
Missouri State Cuard,

Dear General: The

in.

Madrid, Mo.,

Jatiuari/ 1, 1863.

Camp.

instructions from your heailquarters and your circular were
received, and I have endeavored as far as possible to comjily with your ordere.
I
have, however, been very much discouraged by the action of my command and, from
newspaper rumors, I am fearful you have suffered in the same way. I endeavored
to get all to disband and retjrganize on the same day, eai'h company of men selecting
at once tlieir new ollicers, and witliout any cessation to go on with our gt)od work, l)ut
1 could not get a corporal's guard to agree to reenlist without first returning home or
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taking the Christinas hohdays or gome other excuse, and I had to adopt a plan to
suit the condition of thing"; it was to march each regimentto the nearest safe point
to the majority of their homes, and, setting different days for them to disband, to
endeavor to intkice them to reenlist. Of those disbanded at this place but few have
volunteered up to this time. The Stoddard County regiment disbands this day at
Blanton, in Stoddard County. The Dunklin County regiment disbands on
the 4th at Clarkton, and the Ripley County regiment disbands on the 8th at Pitman's
sure I
many of these will volunteer it is impossible to tell, but I
Ferry.
The men are all sounder
will have but a skeleton force until February or March.
than the othcers, and if I coul<l but stop their croaking all would l)e well. I do not
censure all, for many of them are patriotic gentlemen, who are willing to serve anywhere or work in any kind of harness, but many also who can not be reelected, from
incompetency or other causes, for the purpose of covering their own defeat, hunt a
thousand excuses, and delay others who would immediately join.

Camp

How

I

am now

alone,

I

will

am

******

without an army, but still have hope, and if left single-handed and
keep the enemy in my neighborhood uneasy and on guard.

*

Yours, most respectfully,

M. Jeff. Thompson,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[Ibid., p. 727.]

What

with the disbanduiGiit of the old regiments, the organization
for the State service, and the formation of volunteer regiments for the service of the Confederate States, to be treated in this
paper under a separate head, the Missouri State Guard appears to have
been at this time in a chaotic condition. The complex character of the

new ones

of

command

is

by the following:

illustrated

General Orders,

\

No. 47.
i
Brig. Gen. D. M. Frost

is

Headquarters Missouri State Guard,
Camp on Cove Creek, Ark., February 23, 1862.
assigned to duty as the commander of the Seventh Divi-

He

will remain in command
sion, in place of Brig. (Ten. J. H. McBride, resigned.
of the division until it contains twenty companies, when an election of a brigadiergeneral will be ordered. General Frost will also have the command of the Third
Brigade of Missouri Volunteers.
By order of Maj. Gen. S. Price:

Wm. H. Brand,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
[Ibid., p. 755.]

On April 8, 1862, at his headquarters at Des Arc, Ark., Maj. Gen.
Sterling Price retired from the Missouri State Guard, which he had
conmianded since its organization. He had been commissioned a majorgeneral in the Confederate service, and had been followed into that
service by five thousand of those who had fought with him under the
He appealed to others to go with them. His address on
State tiag.
this occasion was as follows:
General Orders,
No.

79.

Headquarters Missouri State Guard,

\

Des Arc, Ark., Aprils, 1862.

J

Soldiers of the State (Uiard:
I have this day resigned the commission which your
I command yon no longer.
patient endurance, your devoted patriotism, and your dauntless bravery have made
so honorable.
1 have done this that I may the better serve you, our State, and our
country; that I may the sooner lead you back to the fertile prairies, the rich woodlands, and majestic streams of our beloved Missouri; that I may the more certainly
restore you to your once happy homes and to the loved ones there.
Five thousand of thos'e who have fought side by side with us under the Grizzly
Bears of Missouri have followed me into the Confederate camp. They appeal to you,
as I do, by all the tender memories of the past, not to leave us now, but to go with
us wherever the path of duty may lead, till we shall have conquered a peace, and-

won our independence by

deeds upon new fields of battle.
Veterans of six pitched battles and nearly twenty
Conquerors in them all! Your country, with its "ruined hearths and
brilliant

Soldiers of the State Guard!

skirmishes!
S.

Doc. 412
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:
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shrines," calls upon yon to rally once more in her defense, and rescue her forever
from the terrible thraldom which threatens her. I know that she will not call in
The insolent and Ijarbarous hordes which have dared to invade our soil and
vain.
to desecrate our homes have just met with a si<inal overthrow l)eyond the Mississippi.
Now is the time to cud this uidiapjiy war. If every man will hut do his duty, his
own roof will shelter iiim in peace from the storms of the comin'j winter.
Let not history record that the men who l)ore with jjatience the privations of Cowskin Prairie, who endured uncomplaininjily the hurr.in^- heat of a Missouri sununer,
and the frosts and snows of a 3Hssouri winter; that the men who met the enemy at
Carthage, at Oak Hills, at Fort Scott, at Lexington, and in nuud^erless lesser battlelields in Missouri, and met them but to conquei' them; that the men who fought so
bravely and so well at Elkhorn; that the unpaid soldiery of Missouri were, after so
many victories and after so much suffering, unequal to the great task of achieving
the independence of their magnilicent State.
Soldiers! I go but to mark a pathway to our homes.
Follow mel
Stekung Price.
[Ibid., p. S14.]

In lU'oeptino- General Price's resig-nation of his State connnission
to him in the followino- complinientar}^

Governor flaekson referred
terms

The commander in chief takes this occasion to express his sincere regret to the
Missouri State Guard at the loss of so gallant, experienced, and distinguished an
officer from their councils, and to encourage them in such a performance of their
duties in the future as will keep bright the fame they have so nobly won under his
leadership.
[Ibid., p. 813.]

On

the same date, April S, IS61J, the governor assioned Brig. Gen.
I'arsons, the senior division c-omniander, to the command of all
the Missouri State Guard then in the held, with instructions to organize
them into companies, battalions, and regiments, "according to law."
The governor's order is as follows:

M. M.

General Orders,

]
>

No.

26.

j

Headqu.vrters Adjutant-General's Office,
INIissouRi State Gi'ard,
De>i

Arc, Ark., April

8,

1862.

Brig. (4611. M. J\I. Parsons is hereby spei'ially detailed to the command of all
the Missouri State Guard now in the field, and will immediately organize them into
companies, battalions, and regiments, according to law.
IL The army corps to be thus organized will consist exclusively of infantry and
I.

artillery.
III. The general

commanding will report as soon as practicable the entire force in
the Missouri State Guard now remaining, rank and file.
By order of the Governor:

Warwick Hough,
Adjntant-Ot'neral of Missouri.
[Ibid., p. 814.]

On assuming command, pursuant to the preceding order. General
Parsons issued the following:
Headquarters Missouri State Guard,
\
No. 1.
Des Arc, Ark., April 9, 1862.
j
I. By order of the governor of the State of Mi.ssouri, bearing date April 8, 1862, I
have this day assumed the command of the Missouri State (niard.
II. The above-mentioned troops will ))e immediately organized into companies,
battalions, and regiments, according to the laws of the State of INIissouri.
III. Lieutenant-Colonel Shields is hereby detailed as insi)ector to muster and
report the troo])s to these headciuarters.
IV. (Jenerals of divisions will report immediately the entire force of their respective conmiands.
V. Division (juartermasters, oi, in their absence, regimental (luartermasters, will
immediately report all horses, mules, wagons, tents, camji e(iuiiiage, and other
property in their respective commands and belonging to the State of ^Missouri. They
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will also especially report all State property which has been transferred to the armies
of the Confederate States.
VI. Division ordnance officers will forthwith report all arms, ammunition, and
artillery now belonging to the State of Missouri, and also all arms, ammuniti<jn, and
artillery which may have been transferred to the Confederate Army.
VII. 'Generals of division will cause the pay rolls of their respective commands to
be made out and certified to without delay, as the funds for their payment are daily

expected.
VIII. Col. Joseph Kelly will, until further orders, assume command of the Sixth
Division of Missouri State Guard.
By order of 31. "SI. Parsons, brigadier-general, commanding Missouri State Guard:
Austin M. Standish,
Assistant

Adj atant- General.

[Ibid., p. 815.]

On the following- day an order was issued by Maj. Gen. Earl Van
Dorn, relieving the Missouri State Guard from duty with his army;
but this order, having been issued through a misunderstanding of Governor flackson's intention with regard to the control of the State force,
was promptly revoked. Owing to a then existing emergency, however,
the contemplated reorg-anization of the State Guard was temporarily
The orders of General Van Dorn are as follows:
deferred.

*******
Headquarters Trans-Mississippi

Special Orders, \
No. 46.

Des Arc,

(

Arl:.,

District,
April 10, 1862.

In consequence of the governor of Missouri having assumed the control of
the Missouri State Guard and its organization, it is hereby relieved from further duty
III.

with this army, and will report for orders to his excellency.
By order of Mai. Gen. Earl Van Dorn:
D. H. Maury,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
[Ibid., p. 816.]

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi District,
Special Orders, \
Des Arc, Ark., April 11, 1863.
No. 48.
j
The major-general commanding this district has ascertained, in an interview with
Governor Jackson, of Missouri, that it was not his excellency's intention, by his
order of the 8th instant, to assume control over the troops of the Missouri State
Guard now in this army. Therefore Paragraph III, of Special Orders, No. 46, is
hereby revoked.
The" present emergency demands the immediate services of every soldier of the
army, and does not admit of the delay which will be unavoidable in making changes
Therefore the reorganization of the Missouri State Guard, now
of organization.
serving under the orders of the major-general commanding this district, will be
deferred until the earliest moment compatible with the interest of the service.
By order of Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn:
Dabney H. Maury,
Assistant Adjidant-General.
[Ibid., Series

It

I,

Vol. XIII, p. 814.]

appears that the Missouri State Guard became an integral part
Army of the West, under the connnand of Major-General Van

of the

Dorn, and that it was transferred to the east side of the Mississippi
River, thus diverting it from the service for which it was organized,
The "emergency" which
viz. the defense of the State of Missouri.
delayed its reorganization, however, appears to have passed, and on
the iSth of April General Van Dorn issued the following order:

*******
Headquarters Army of the West,

Special Orders, \
No. 55.
i
II.

The

trooi)s of

Memphis, Tenn., April

the

Army

of the

West,

known

at once be organized into companies, battalions,
laws of Congress.

IS, 1862.

as the Missouri State Guard, will
in conformity to the

and regiments,
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l)e,

enrolled into the Confederate service

manner be organized in eompanies, battalions, and regiments.
Major-( ieneral Price, to whose division these troops belong, is charged with the

will in like

execntion of this order.
By order of Maj. Gen.

P>arl

Van Dorn:
Dabney H. Maury,
Asslsicud Adjutant-General.

[Ibid., Series

1,

Vol.

X, Part

11, p. 428.]

On tho :^!>th of April General
of the State:

Van Dorn thus

uddres.sed the governor

Headquarters Army of the

AVest,

Memphis, Tenn., April 29, 1862.
C. F. Jackson, (iovernor of 3fissouri.

Governor: I have the honor to inform you that I have just learned that a battle
near Corinth is imminent. This and other considerations induce me to say that
unless the organization of the State Guard is completed to-morrow it will be impossible for me to provide aiiy further for them.
The army has nearly all gone on. I go in the morning. If the organization of
the guard is completed to-morrow it will at once be on the same footing as the other
troops of the Confederacy with respect to supplies of every description.
I hope, sir,
that in the coming battle the country will not lose the services of so gallant a corps
as that under your command.
With great respect, j'our obedient servant.

Earl Van Dorn,

Major-Geiwral.

[Ibid., p. 465.]

It will be observed that General Van Horn's orders contemplated
the org-anization of the State Guard in conforniity with the laws of
the Confederate Congress, and that in his letter to Governor Jackson
he referred to them as "troops of tho Confederacy." 'Whether they
were actually reorganized under the Confederate statutes does not
appear of record, but that they retained their status as State troops is

shown bv subsequent correspondence and orders.
On June 18, 186^, the Missouri State Guard was relieved from duty
in the Army of the West, in an order of which the following is

*******

a copy:

Headquarters Army of the

Special Orders, \
No. 117.
/

AVest,

Pricerille, 3/(\w., Jitnr IS, 1862.

The troops under the counnand of Gen. M. IM. Parsons, known as the Missouri State Guard, are relieved from duty with this army and will prepare to march
to-morrow with eight days' rations. The Confederate troops under General Parsons
will, if artillery, report to the counnanding ofticer of the artillery brigade; if infantry
or cavalry, will report to the I'ommanding officer of their division (General Little).
A l)attery of four pieces of artillery will march with them. The rest of the artillery
of Parsons's l>rigade will be turned over to the chief of artillery, or such othcers as
he may order to receive it, who will give the necessary receipts for the same. General I'arsons will cause descriptive lists to be furnished to the Confederate troops
•
under his command.
II.

By

order of Maj. Gen. Earl

Van Dorn:
M. M. Kimmel,

'

[Il)i<l.,

Series

I,

Vol.

XVII, Part

Assixtanl Adjutard-General.

II, p. (510.]

Referring to this order, Lieut. Col. George William Brent, writing
on the same date from headipiarters Western Department, said:
The troops that have been discharged from the
are not in the service of the Confederate States
All such troops may be allowed to go hence.

army of Major-General Van Dorn
Army, but Missouri State Guard.

[Ibid., p. 609.]

On the 13th of July, the Mis.souri State Guard was relieved from
further service east of the Mississippi River and ordered to join the
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of Major-General Hindman in the Trans-Mississippi DisGeneral Braog-, by whom this order was given, took occasion

command
trict.

to express his appreciation of the soldierly qualities of the State
His order is as follows:
troops.

Headcu'arters Department No. 2,
SpEriAL Orders, \
Tupelo, 3nfi.'<., July 13, 1862.
No. 115.
/
I. The Missouri State Guard, under conimaud of Brig. Gen. M. M. Parsons, are
relieved from further service east of the Mississippi River, and will proceed with the
least practicable delay to join the forces of Major-General Hindman as soon as practicable.
The general commanding desires to express to General Parsons and his
gallant officers and men his high appreciation of their patriotic devotion to the cause
in which we are engaged, which has ever distinguished the citizens of Missouri in
the armies of the Confederate States.
II. The quartermaster's department will furnish the necessary means of transportation to facilitate the earliest possible execution of this order.
By command of General Bragg:
Thomas Jordan, Clilef of Staff.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. XIII, p. 855.]

Soon after their return to the region west of the Mississippi, measures were adopted having for their object the transfer of the State
Guard to the Confederate seryice. Col. Waldo P. Johnson, a recruiting agent for the Confederate Goyernment, \\a'iting to General Price,
September

15, 1862, said:

Little Rock, Ark., September 15, 1SG2.
Maj. Gen. Sterling Price.
General: I arrived here about one week since, reported to Major-General Holmes,
who confirmed and enlarged my authority, modifying it in one particular only,
requiring me to report to him alone officially the result of my efforts at recruiting in
Missouri, and requesting me at the same time to advise you of the change. * * *
On yesterday the governor arrived, and after a long interview between the governor
and general, at which I was present, the governor turned over to General Holmes all
the State property at this place, embracing a large amount of clothing and other
army stores; also all now in Mississippi. The governor also made an order turning
over all the State Guards now in Missouri to the Confederate States, re(]uiring them
to report to me, withdrawing from all persons all power to recruit in future for the
Missouri State Guard. I have not seen General Parsons, but arrangements are on
foot to turn his entire command over to the Confederate States service, and I think
it will be successful, as Governor Jackson, General Hindman, and General Parsons
are all trying to effect it in a manner satisfactory to the men.
*

*

*

*

*

*

Waldo

*
P.

Johnson.

[Ibid., p. 880.]

No orders issued by the goyernor on the subject of the proposed
transfer haye been found of record, and whether or not the Missouri
State Guard was actually turned oyer to the Confederate authorities
has not been ascertained, but no record of their existence as a distinct
military organization subsequent to the date of Colonel Johnson's letter has been discoyered.
As will hereafter be seen, however, an appropriation was made a few days later l)y the Confederate Congress, and
one at a still hitor date, for the ixiyment of State Guard troops scrying the Confederacy under orders from military commanders and by
agreement lietween the Confederate and State authorities. It would
seem from the terms of these appropriations that the seryice thus rendered was not as officers and enlisted men of the Confederate Arm}',
but as State militia in the service of the Confederate Sttitesr
Some of the metiiods adopted and the difficulties encountered in
obtainino- recruits for the ]\Iissouri State Guard have already been
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It may, however, be of interest to cjuote furin these pages.
ther testimony on this subject.
On the 80th of August, 1861, ten days after the issue by MajorGeneral Price of his proclamation (that of August '20, ISOl) to the
people of Missouri, Major-General Fremont, commanding the United
States forces in that State, issued a proclamation in which he declared,
among other things, that all persons who should he taken with arms
in their hands within the lines of his army would be tried b}' courtmartial, and if found guilty would be shot, and the property of those
who should take arms against the United States or should be proven
to have taken an active part with the enemies of the United States in
the field was declared confiscated to the public use, and their slaves,
if any, were declared free.
(Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series II, Vol. I, p. 221.) In answer to this proclamation. Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson, commanding the First Military
District, Missouri State Guard, promulgated the following:

shown

proclamation.

Headquarters First Military

District, Missouri State Guard,
Camp Hunter, September 2, 1861.

To wliom. it may concern:
Whereas, ^laj. Gen. John C. Fremont, commanding the minions of Abraham Lincoln in the State of Missouri, has seen tit to declare martial law throughout the whole
State, and has threatened to shoot any citizen soldier found in arms within certain
limits, also to confiscate the property and free the negroes belonging to the members of the Missouri State Guard; tlierefore, know ye that I, M. Jefi. Thompson,
brigadier-general of the First Military District of Missouri, having not only the military authority of brigadier-general, but certain police powers granted by Acting
Governor Thomas C. Reynolds, and confirmed afterwards by Governor Jackson, do
most solemnly promise, that for every member of the INIissouri State Guard or soldier
of our allies, the armies of the Confederate States, who shall be put to death in pursuance of said order of General Fremont, I will hang, draw, and quarter a minion of
said

Abraham

Lincoln.

While I am anxious that this unfortunate war shall be conducted, if possible,
upon the most liberal principles of civilized warfare, and every order that I have
issued has been with that object, j'et if this rule is to be adopted (and it must first
be done by our enemies), I intend to exceed General Fremont in his excesses and
will make all tories that come in my reach rue the day that a different i)olicy was
adopted by their leaders. Already mills, barns, warehouses, and other private
property have been wastefulh^ and wantonly destroyed by the enemy in this district
while

we have taken nothing except

necessary.

articles strictly contraband or absolutely
I will retaliate tenfold, so help
God.

me

Should these things be repeated

M. Jeff. Thompson,
Brigadier- (icneral,

\l\M., Series

TI,

Vol.

I,

p.

(

'am manding.

18L]

It may l)e stated that the conliscation and emancipation features of
General Fremont's proclamation were promptly repudiated and set
aside ])y President Lincoln.
(Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. Ill, p. -tS5.)
Of the methods employed by General Price in obtaining recruits for
his army and the obstacles encountered, he wrote, December 31, 1801:

Headquarters Missouri State Guard,
Springfield,

Major-General Polk, Colnmliux, Kg.
General: I acknowledge with very great pleasure the

**•?:•

December 23, 1861.

recei|>t of

your

letter of

the

4th instant.

*

*

*

*

*

There are two main obstacles in the way of the successful prosecution of the war
in this State, one of which ought to have "been long since overcome, and the other
of which ought never to have existed, and the present existence of both of which
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due mainly, if not altogether, to the conduct of General McCuUoch: First, the fact
that the great majority of those who desire to take up arms on the part of the South
are prevented from doing so by the enemy's occupation of the State, which closes to
them every avenue of approach to my army, and, second, the dissatisfaction which
General McCulloch's constant refusal to cooperate with us has engendered in the
minds of the people of Missouri, and which leads them to doubt whether the Confederate Government really sympathizes with and desires to aid them.
The most populous and truest counties of the State lie upon or north of the MisHad General McCulloch, in response to my earnest entreaties, accomsouri River.
panied me to that river immediately after the battle of Springfield, we could easily
have maintained our position there until my army (which was, in fact, augmented
from less than 6,000 to more than 16,000 men during the few days we lay there)
would have l)een increased to at least 50,000, and four-fifths of the State would have
As it was, however, I was soon threatfallen without a struggle into our possession.
ened by overwhelming numbers and compelled to fall back again to the southern
border of the State, and thousands of those who had flocked to my standard, feeling
that they had been betrayed and abandoned by the Confederate Government,
returned to their homes discontented and disheartened.
Again, after the late retreat of the army from the southwest, I begged General
McCulloch to accompany me to the Missouri, and he again refused to do so. I
started thither with my own army and reached the Osage just as the time of service
Nearly every one of them had left
of three-fourths of my own men was expiring.
his home months before without an hour's notice, leaving their families unprotected
and unprovided for. A severe winter was at hand; the men were themselves badly
clad, and not one of them had ever received a dime in payment of his services. Many
of them insisted upon going home for a few weeks to procure clothing for themselves
and make some provision for the comfort of their families, who were exposed, not
only to the severities of a Missouri winter, but to the fury of an enemy whose barbarity can not be described.
I could not refuse their reasonable request, and my army became so small that it
would have been highly perilous for me to have crossed the Osage, threatened as I
was from Kansas, from Sedalia, and from RoUa. Knowing, however, that thousands
of the people on the north side of the Missouri would come to me, even at this season, if I could but open the way for them, I sent a detachment of 1,100 men to Lexington, which, after remaining only a part of one day, gathered together about 2,500
recruits and escorted them in safety to me at Osceola.
Could the detachment have
remained on the river only a few days longer the number of recruits would have
been indefinitely increased; but the enemy, having gotten insight into the movement, concentrated their forces against it and compelled it to return. There are
many counties north of the river in which organized companies of fi'om 500 to 1,500
are now ready to join and are only waiting an opportunity to do so.
is

*******

We may

yet make this winter campaign result in the deliverance of Missouri, or
at least in great good to our cause.
I will have at. least 20,000 men under my command in a very short time, and will gladly unite with you in a movement on St.
Louis, as suggested by you.
If you will mature your plans and communicate them
to me you will be seconded in the execution of them, not only by myself, but by
army, and whether we succeed in the main object or not, we will
every man in
accomplish a great deal. Our people will see that the Government really desires to
assist them.
Their way to the army will at tlie same time V^e opened to them by the
withdrawal of the enemy's forces from the rest of the State for the protection of St.
Louis, and they will come to us from every quarter by hundreds and by thousands.
I am informed, too, that there are over 6,000 men in St. Louis ready to spring to
arms at the first gleam of hope. I do, therefore, hope you will find it expedient to
undertake the execution of your bold and well-conceived plan. You will have
hearty cooperation. The bearer, Mr. Burton, will inform you more particularly of
the strength of my army.
I have the honor to be, general, with the greatest respect, your obedient servant,

my

my

Sterling Price,
Major-General, Mint^ouri State Cluards.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. VIII, p. 729.]

But the difficulties experienced in recruiting- the army were not the
only ones to be met and overcome.
Notwithstanding the provisions
made in the State laws, quoted in this chapter, for the support of the
militia, the authorities were g-reatly embarrassed by the lack of funds
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for the equipment and subsistence of the troops and other necessary
expenses of conducting- military operations. On this subject (len.
Gideon J. Pillow, the Confederate commander of the "Army of Liberation/' said in a letter to General Polk, Aug"ust 8, 1801:
Headquarters Army

New

op" Liberation,
Madrid, August 9, J 861.

[General Polk.]

General: * * * The Missouri forces are in the most inefficient possible condition. The authorities of the State have no funds, no means of subsisting the forces
of the State; they have no regular organization of staff officers; they have no means
of sulxsistence except such as is taken by them from .the inhabitants of the country.
There is no one authorized to give certificates for these seizures, and if this system
of illegal seizures should be kept up, it will turn the feelings of the best friends of
the South in the country against our cause. But, independent of this, it will be
impossible to keep the Missouri forces in the field; thej' will disband, and in their
present condition I would not blame them for doing so.
To obviate this difficulty I have determined to accept any of these trooi)s Avho
will accept service in the Confederate Army for and during the war.

*******
GiD.

[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. Ill,

J.

Pillow, General, Commanding.

p. 639.]

Other testimony to the same effect is not lacking. Some relief was,
however, provided by the Confederate Congress, which, on August 6,
1861, appropriated 11,000.000 for the purchase of clothing, subsistence,
and ammunition for the Missouri troops serving in cooperation with
those of the Confederate States. The act by which the appropriation
was made is as follows:
AN ACT

to ^ive aid to the

people and State of Missouri.

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, Tliat to aid the ]ieople of
the State of Missouri in the effort to maintain, within their own limits, the constitutional liberty which it is the purpose of the Confederate States in the existing war
to vindicate, there shall l)e, and is hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, $1,000,000 to sujiply clothing, subsistence,
arms, and ammunition to the troops of Missouri who may cooperate with those of
the Confederate States during the progress of the existing war; said sum to be
expended under the discretion of the President of the Confederate States for the
purposes aforesaid.
Approved, August
[Ibid., Series

And

in the

I,

6,

1861.

Vol. LIII, p. 721.]

convention entered into l^etween the Confederate States
31, 1861, quoted in the preceding

and the State of Missouri, October
chapter, it was provided:

Art. IV. All expenditures for the prosecution of the existing war incurred liy the
State of Missouri from and after the date of the signing of this convention shall be
met and provided for by the Confederate States.
[Ibid,, p. 754,]

In an act of the Confederate Congress approved January 27, 1862,
the .secretary of the Confederate treasury was directed to advance to
the State of Missouri '$1,000,(»00, to be appliinl to the payment of the
troops in the service of the State prior to their nuister into the Confederate stM'vice, and in an act appi'oved February 15. 1862. an additional advance of $l,000.(»0o was authorized for "military purposes"
not specified. Following are copies of the enactments referred to:

an act

lor the relief of the State of Missmiri.

The Ccmcjress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the Secretary of the
Treasury is hereby directed to issue to the State of Missouri, upon the application of
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the fund commissioners for said State, $1,000,000 in treasury notes, upon the condition that the said State of Missouri deposit with the Secretary of the Treasury of the
Confederate States an equal sum in the bonds of the State of Missouri, authorized to
be issued under an act of the legislature of said State, entitled "An act to provide
for the defense of said State, and for other purposes," which bonds shall be held by
the Secretary of the Treasury until the accounts of the State of Missouri for advances
made for military purposes are adjusted as Congress may direct.
Sec. 2. That upon the final adjustment of the accounts of the State of Missouri
against the Confederate States, the sum hereby advanced shall be deducted from the
amount found due to said State.
Sec. 3. The sum hereby appropriated shall be applied by the State of Missouri to
the payment of troops in the service of the said State prior to their muster into the

Confederate service.
Approved, January 27, 1862.
[Ibid., Series IV, Vol. I, p. 882.]

AN ACT

for the relief of the State of Missouri.

37(e Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the Secretary of the
Treasury is hereby directed to issue to the State of Missouri, upon the application of
the fund commissioners for said State, $1,000,000 in treasury notes, upon the condition that the said State of Missouri deposit with the Secretary of the Treasury of the
Confederate States an equal sum in the bonds of- the State of Missouri, authorized to
be issued under an act of the legislature of said State, entitled "An act to provide for
the defense of the State of Missouri, and for other purposes," which bonds shall be
held by the Secretary of the Treasury until the accounts of the State of Missouri for
advances made for military purj^oses are adjusted as Congress may direct.
Sec. 2. That upon the final adjustment of the accounts of the State of Missouri
against the Confederate States the sum hereby advanced shall be deducted from the
amount found due to said State.
Approved, February 15, 1865.

[Ibid., p. 939.]

In a later act, approved September 23. 1862, heretofore referred to
in this paper, provision was made for the payment of officers and
enlisted men of the Missouri State Guard who had been called into the
service of the Confederate States by military commanders, or by agreement between the authorities of the State and the Confederate States,
their pay to be the same that they would have been entitled to receive
"if belong-ing- to the Confederate Army'.'' That portion of the act
containing this provision

is

here quoted:

*******
*******

AN ACT

to provide for the

payment

of certain claims against the

Confederate States in the State of

Missouri.

Sec

2. All officers and soldiers of the Missouri State Guard, called into the service
of the Confederate States by the order of any commanding officer of the Confederate
Army, and rendering service to the Confederate States under any agreement made
between the authorities of the State of Missouri and those of the Confederate States,
shall receive the same pay for the time during which such officers and soldiers may
have been in such service as they would have been entitled to receive if belonging to
the Confederate Army: Froiided, hover>r, That all staff officers belonging to said
Missouri State Guard shall only receive for their services the same compensation with,
staff officers discharging like duties in the Confederate Army.

Approved, September
[Ibid., Series

23, 1862.

II, p. 91.]

by an act approved April 16, 1863, provision was made for
payment of members of the Missouri State Guard "after their

Finally,

the

IV, Vol.

:
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transfer to the Confederate States," who, for certain reasons, had not
This act reads as follows:
received their pay.

AN ACT

for the relief of certain officers

and

soldiers

from the State of Missouri.

States of America do enact, That the sum of $75,000
hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise
appropriated, to ])ay the officers and men of the ^Missouri State (iuard (after their
transfer to the Confederate States) who, from imprisonment, absence, and other
accidental causes, have not received their pay, under sudi rules and regulations as
the Secretary of War may prescribe.

The Congress of the Confederate

be,

and

is

Approved, April

16, 1863.

[Ibid., p. 496.]

military force known as the Missouri State Guard was peculiar,
not unj^aralleled in the history of the civil war, in that it formed
the army of a State which Avas declared by its chief mag'istrate to be a
"sovereign, free, and independent republic,'''' having- ''full power to
levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish connuorce, and
do all other things which independent States may of right do." and as
such independent republic formed an alliance, offensive and defensive,
with the Confederate States.
That these troops rendered gallant service is abundantly shown by
the otficial reports, and to the testimony already recorded in these
pages may be added that of the Confederate Cong-ress in a resolution,
approved December 3, 1801, of which the following is a copy
A RESOLUTION of thanks to Maj. Gen. Sterling Price and the officers and soldiers under his cotQ-

The

if

mand

for gallant

and meritorious conduct

in the present war.

resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, That the thanks of
the (>eople of the Confederate States are eminently due, and are hereby tendered, to
Maj. Cren. Sterliiiij; Prii'e and the Missouri army under his command for tlie gallant
conduct they have displayed throughout their service in the present war, and especially for the skill, fortituHe, and courage by which they gained the brilliant achievement at Lexington, Mo., resulting, on the 20th day of September last, in the reduction of that town and the surrender of the entire Federal army there employed.
Be it further resolred. That a copy of this resolution be conmiuciated by the President to General Price, and through him to the army then under his command.

Be

It

Approved, December
[Ibid., Series

I,

3,

1861.

Vol. LlII, p. 75S.]

In the absence of the official returns, the number of men who served
the Missouri State Guard during the period of its service can not be
correctly stated, and there are no records on tile in th(> War Department
from which the number can be approximated with any degree of ai'cuThat the luunber was large is evident from the documents quoted
racy.
in this paper and fi'om the number of organizations mentioned in the
accompanying schedule, which, in the absence of the muster rolls, has
been prepared from such official mention and other data as have been
found of record. These schedules show a total of 27 regiments and 3
battalions of cavalry, 10 companies of artillery and 27 regiments and 11
battalions of infantry.
At the minimum strcMigth of company organizations and the minimum number of companies to a regiment, as fixed
by the Stat(^ law. thesi^ would repinvsent a total of about 17,500 men.
But it is reasonable to suppose that some of the companies and regiments were of the maximum strength, and that large manbers of
recruits were received to supply losses from the casualties of the servConsidering this in connection with the fact that the schedule
ice.
prol)ably does not include all of the organizations actually in existence,
it is evident that the numbers of the Missouri State Guard were very
much in excess of the possible minimum above given.
in
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Although the early efforts of the authorities of the State of Missouri
were directed mainly toward the organization of the Missouri State
Guard, a military force formed for the service and in defense of the
State of Missouri, measures were simultaneously taken having for
their object the enlistment of Missouri volunteers for the Confederate service.
As early as April 15, 1861, Col. M. Jeff". Thompson of
the Missouri militia, subsequenth^ a brigadier-general of the Missouri
State Guard, offered to the President of the Confederate States the
services of several companies of Missouri volunteers.
His offer was
made in the following terms:
St. Jo.seph,

Mo., April 15, 1S61.

His Excellency Jefferson Davis,
President of

111

e

Confederate States, Moiitgoriierij, Ala.

Not knowing the name of your adjutant-general or any other proi^er person
make the inquiries of which I desire, I have taken the liberty of addressing you

Sir:

to
direct.

I am anxious to
border States, and
it is

know whether

the Confederate States desire volunteers from the
if there is any regular arrangement for their reception, or whether
necessary to have any authority from your government before volunteers should

be raised.

My object in

asking

is

that,

should Missouri refuse to join her Southern

sisters, I

*******

and intend to move South, and I can, if acceptable, bring one, two, or three
companies of as good and true men as the Southern sun ever shone on, if I can
assure them that their officers will be confirmed and commissioned by your
desire

government.

Yours, respectfully,

M. Jeff. Thompson,
Colonel, Inspector
[Official

Records

of the

Fourth Military

Union and Confederate Armies,

District,

Series

Missouri Militia.
I,

Vol.

I, p.

684.]

To this letter the Confederate War Department replied, April 29,
1861, advising Colonel Thompson that in the opinion of the department the time was rapidly approaching when, with the concurrence
of the govei'nor of Missouri, military assistance might be accepted
from that State by the Confederate authorities. It was therefore
advised that companies, battalions, and regiments be organized and
held in readiness for future service.
Following is a copy of the War
Department

letter:

War

Department, Confederate States of America,
Montgomery, April 29, 1861.

M. J. Thompson, Ht. Joseph, Mo.
Sir: Your letter of the 15th of April, addressed to the President, has been referred
to this Department, and I am instructed by the Secretary of War to say, in answer to

Col.
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your proposition, that the time is rapidly approaohing, in his opinion, when, with
the concurrence of the governor of Missouri, military assistance may be accepted
from that State by the Confederate States. In view of this gratifying fact, those
among you sympathizing with our cause would do well to organize military companies, battalions, and regiments and hold them in readiness for action against our
incendiary foe, equally hostile to the entire South.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John Tyler, Jr.
[Ibid., p. 689.]

Three da^'s before this response to Colonel Thompson's offer the
Confederate Secretary of War had called upon Governor Jackson for a
regmient of infantry for service in Virg-inia. His letter is as follows:
Montgomery, April
Governor C. F. Jackson, Jefferson City, Mo.:
Can you arm and equip one regiment of infantry

2G, 1861.

for service in Virginia, to rendez-

vous at Richmond? Transportation will l>e provided by this government.
The
regiment to elect its own otiicers, and must enlist for not" less than twelve months,
unless sooner discharged.
L. P.

Walker.

[Ibid.]

Governor Jackson

replied, in effect, that the State of Mi.ssouri

was

union with the Government of the United States; that he had
therefore no legal authority to furnish the men desired, and that the
State was deficient in arms, ]>ut that there were plenty of men ready
and willing to march to the defense of the South, and Missouri would
put 100. UOO men in the field, if required. Following is a copy of his
3'et in

letter:

Executive Department,
Jeferson City, Mo.,

May

5, 1861.

L. P. Walker,
Secretary of War, Montgomery.

Hon.

Sir: Yours of the 26th ultimo, via Louisville, is received.
I have no legal authority to furnish the men you desire.
Missouri, you know, is yet under the tyranny of
Lincoln's (Tovernment, so far, at least, as forms go.
are woefully deficient here
in arms, and can not furnish them at present; but so far as men are concerned we
have plenty of them, ready, ^^ illing, and anxious to march at any moment to the
defense of the South. Our legislature has just met, and I doubt not will give
all
necessary authority over the matter. If you can arm the men they will go whenever wanted, and to any point where they may be most needed. I send this to
Memphis oy private hand, being afraid to trust our mails or telegraplis. Let
hear from you by the same means. ]Missoun can and will put 100,000 men in the
liel<l if reijuired.
are using every means to arm our people, and until w-e are

We

me

me

We

better prepared

must move

With my prayers

for

cautiously.

your success,

I

I

write this in confidence.
remain, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
C. F.

Jackson, Governor of Mismnri.

[Ibid., p. 690.]

On the 6th of May Colonel Thompson, of the Missouri militia, again
^addressed the President, advising him that he was then of the opinion
that he and his men would be needed at home.
He said:
Headquarters Fourth Military*

District,

Missouri Volunteer Militia, Camp C. F. Jackson,
Near St. Joseph, Mo., Monday, May 6, 1861.
His Excellency Jefferson Davis,
President of the Confederate States, Montyowery, Ala.
Sir: Your favor of the 25th ultimo has been received, and I am thankful for your
courtesy.
I hope, and have reasonable expectations now, that Missouri will soon
wheel into line with her Southern sisters, in which case I and my men will be
needed here at home. I believe that this portion of Missouri (north of the ]\Iissouri
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Eiver) will be the principal battle ground between the North and the South, as St.
Joseph, with its railroad connections, is the key to Kansas, New Mexico, Jefferson [?], and I'tah, and we have already been mitified that the North has determined
to hold this portion of the State, even though they lose all the rest of the slaveholding States, and they will either cover it over with dollars or blood, and the choice is
1 have eight companies here in a camp (»f instruction by order of our
for us to make.
g-overnor, and can assure you that they are all Blue Cockade boys, and if our leaders
are disposed to sell this territory for mone)' our Ijlood will remain at your service.
Yours, most respectfully,
M. Jeff. Thompson,
Colonel, Impedor of Fourth MlUtarii District.
[Ibid.]

Under date of July >, 1861, Hon. E. C. Cabell strongly urged upon
the Confederate (Tovernment the invasion of Missouri by the Confederate forces and the organization of Missouri troops for the Confederate
service.
His letter to the President on this subject is as follows:
Richmond, Va.,

JiiUi 6, 1861.

His Excellency Jefferson Davis,
President of Confederate States of America.
Sir: If not inconsistent with your views of constitutional powers, and if you have
the troops at your connnand, I respectfully recommend that at least 10,000 wellappointed troops be concentrated on the northern border of Arkansas at the earliest

practicable

moment, within the military

district of Brigadier-General

Hardee, and a

like number, if possible, within the department of ^Major-General Polk, and that both
of these oflicers be distinctly authorized to enter the State of ^Missouri, to drive back
and to pursue the enemy now threatening the invasion of Arkansas and a descent on
Tennessee, as far into Missouri as they deem pru<lent and advisable. I would also
respectfully ask that more specific instructions be given to General McCulloch, authorizing him to enter the State of Missouri with the same object and for the same purpose.
None but the enemies of the Confederate States and of Missouri will protest
against this none others will object; but all whose wishes you would respect invite
and will cordially welcome your troops in the State. I make this request because
I have reason to know that the instructions to these officers are of so guarded a
character as to produce doubt as to their authority and embarrassment as to their

—

movements.
I also respectfully recommend that, if practicable, the troops destined to operate
in north Arkansas and Missouri be armed with nmskets with bayonets and that an
extra amount of field artillery be sent with them. Any army you may send will be
immediately reenforced to any extent you may desire by Missourians, armed with the
ordinary guns and rifles of the country, and volunteers from that State will be on the
spot to serve all the field pieces your army may have. There will also be at hand as
many cavalry as you may want, but not regularly equipped. The ^lissourians will
furnish promptly men and horses enough to drive every man of the enemy's forces
far from Arkansas and back into Illinois.
They want arms and organization, espe-

cially muskets with bayonets and field artillery.
Under command of the accomplished generals you have sent to Arkansas organizatfon Mill soon be effected, and
the deficiency of small arms, Avhich you can not furnish, will be jiartially, and perhaps effectively, supplied by the private arms of the ^Missouri volunteers. In this
way, I confidently believe, the enemy may be driven out of Missouri, and thus the
safety of Arkansas and Tennessee and of the whole valley of the Mississippi be effectually secured; for the troojis of Mr. Lincoln will never venture to descend the river
with an enemy in their rear so powerful as the State of Missouri in arms against them
and threatening Illinois and Iowa. Thus may the military operations be transferred
from Arkansas and Tennessee to Missouri, and the battles of those States be fought on
Missouri soil, to which the people of ^Missouri cordially invite you.
The danger of the invasion of Arkansas and the difficulty of driving back the
enemy's forces threatening that State have been greatly increased by the delay, for
the most part unavoidable, in sending troops to north Arkansas. Three weeks ago
half the number would have accomplished the object, and every day's delay adds to
the difficulties to be overcome. In view of the importance of prompt action and of
the magnitutle of the object to be effected, I trust you will pardon me for suggesting
that a portion of the troops now organized and ready for the field in North Carolina,
or some other of the Confederate States, be dispatched to General Hardee's command, and that General Polk be instructed to inquire if a portion of his command
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now

in Tennessee conld not with advantage to the service he ordered to northeast
Arkansas.
On the approach of any force you may order to the Missouri frontier the citizens
They, as well as the
of Missouri will, as I have intimated, flock to your standard.
executive of the State, desire that the chief military operations in the State shall be
under the direction of your commanding officers when they enter ^Missouri. 1 would
therefore suggest that provision be made for a much larger force than you may send
There are thousands of INIissourians willing and anxious to volunteer
to Arkansas.
in the service of the Confederate States, with the exj)ectation of being emjiloyed in
repelling the threatened invasion of Arkansas, which they know can best, and indeed
alone, be effected by driving back the enemy's forces now in Missouri and approachPlease inform me if you will receive volunteers from
ing the borders of Arkansas.
Missouri in companies or regiments, and how many and on what conditions. Their
organization may be effected in Missouri, Init if that is deemed unadvisable they
may organize in Arkansas. More troops will certainly be wanted in that quarter,
and I suggest that Missouri volunteers be organized and received, whether they can
be armed at present or not. We hope that arms may be had soon, and when they
come these troops will be on the spot, ready for action. Missouri can su])ply brave
and loyal men, if organized and armed, not only to drive out the invaders of her
soil, but enough to furnish 30,000 good soldiers to fight the battles of the Confederate
Colonel Bowen's regiment at Memphis is by this time full and
States elsewhere.
with but few arms. It seems to me that there can l^e no more urgent demand for
arms than to complete the arming of this regiment, which I recommend to be sent to
General Hardee.
I have felt authorized to make these suggestions and reconnnendations in consequence of your invitation to do so at our last personal interview. Your consideration
of them, and as early a reply as convenient, will greatly oblige me.
I hoped before
this to have received an answer to my connnunication of Ihe 22d of June.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

E. C. Cabell.
[Ibid., Series

To

I,

Vol. Ill,

p. 603.]

this letter the President replied:

Richmond, Va., July

Hon. E.

8,

1861.

Cabell.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your several letters of June
1861, of July
6, 1861, and another of same date, marked private; also a printed copy of the proclamation of the governor of Missouri, bearing date June 12, 1861, which was inclosed
The last paragraph of the proclamation does not
in the first-named communication.
quite accord with the general proposition submitted by you.
Accept my thanks for
the information furnished by you. Your recommendations, requests, and suggestions have been noted, and your letters referred to the Secretary of War for file and
future reference.
You have been heretofore advised of the sympathy I feel for the
cause of Missouri, so graphically and feelingly described. Constant occupation leaves
me little time for correspondence; but, were it otherwise, you surely would not
expect me to reply to your requisitions by stating the force and stores of the Confederate States to show that your large wants could not now be supplied, or by discussing with you questions of the constitutional power of the Executive.
C.

—

Very

,

respectfully, yours,

Jefferson Davis.
[Ibid., p. 605.]

Prior to thi.s correspondence, however, one regiment of IVlissouri
volunteers had been accepted into the Confederate service. This regiment. Col. John 8. Bowen's First. Missouri Infantry, was organized
June 22, 1861, at Memphis, Tenn., and was mustered into the service
of the Con federate States for the period of twelve months. The specific
authority for its organization has not been found of i-ecord, but it was
proba))ly organized and accepted under an act of the Confederate Congress, approved May II. 1861, which provided, among other things,
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that battalions and regiments might be enlisted from States not in
union with the Confederacy. The text of this enactment is as follows:

AN ACT

to

make

further provisions for the public defense.

Whereas, war exists l)etween the United States and the Confederate States; and
Whereas, the public welfare may require the reception of volunteer forces into the
service of the Confederate States without the formality and delay of a call upon the
respective states: [Therefore,]
TJie Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President be
authorized to receive into service such companies, battalions, or regiments, either
mounted or on foot, as may tender themselves, and he may require, without the delay
of a formal call upon the respective States, to serve for such time as he may prescribe.
Sec. 2. Such volunteer forces who may be accepted under this act, except as herein
differently provided, shall be organized in accordance with and subject to all the
provisions of the act entitled "An act to provide for the public defense," and he
entitled to all the allowances provided therein; and when mustered into service may
be attached to such divisions, brigades, or regiments as the President may direct, or
ordered upon such independent or detached service as the President may deem
expedient: Frorided, hoverer, That battalions and regiments may be enlisted from
States not of this Confederacy, and the President may appoint all or any of the field
officers thereof.

Sec

The President

shall be authorized to commission all officers entitled to
such volunteer forces as may l)e received under the provisions of this
act.
And upon the request of the officer commanding such volunteer regiment, battalion, or company the President may attach a supernumerary officer to each company, detailed from the Regular Army for that purpose, and for such time as the
President maj' direct.
Approved, May 11, 1861.
[Ibid., Series IV, Vol. I, p. 310.]
3.

commissions

of

Further legislation followed, authorizing the organization for the
Confederate service of troops from States not of the Confederac3^
By an act of the Confederate Congress approved August 8, 1861, the
President was authorized to grant commissions for the purpose of
raising regiments and battalions to be composed of residents of certain
border States, including the State of Missouri. Following is a copjof the act:

AN ACT

to authorize the President of the Confederate States to grant commissions to raise volunteer
regiments and battalions composed of persons who are or have been residents of the States of Kentucky, Missouri, Maryland, and Delaware.

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President of the
Confederate States be, and he is hereby, authorized to grant commissions to officers
above the grade of captain to such persons as he may think fit, to raise and command
volunteer regiments and battalions for the service of the Confederate States, said
reginients and battalions to be composed of persons who are or have been residents
of the States of Kentucky, Missouri, Maryland, or Delaware, and who have enlisted
or may enlist under said officers, upon the condition, however, that such officers
shall not hold rank or receive pay until such regmients or battalions have been raised
and are mustered into service.
Approved, August

8,

1861.

[Ibid., p. 536.]

The first legislative authority for the organization within the State
of Missouri of volunteers for the Confederate service is, however,
found in an act of the Confederate Congress, approved August 20,
1861, entitled ''An a(^t to aid the State of Missouri in repelling invasion by the United States, and to authorize the admission of said State
as a member of the Confederate States of America, and for othei' purposes." This act. in so far as it relates to the admission of the State
of Missouri to the Confederate States and the formation of a prelimi-
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nary alliance between the Confederacy and the State of Missouri, has
heretofore been quoted in this paper. That portion of the act relatingto the admission of Missouri troops to the Confederate service is as
follows:
of the State of MisHoui'i have been prevented l)y the nnconstiinterference of the Governnient of the United States^ from exi)re8sing their
will through their legally constituted authorities in regard to a union with the Confederate States of America, and are now engaged in repelling a lawless invasion of
their territory by armed forces; and
Whereas, il is the right and (hity of the Confederate States to aid the people and
government of the said State in resisting such invasion, and in securing the means
and the opportunity of expressing their will upon all questions affecting their rights
and liberties: Now, therefore,
Tlie ConyrffiH of the Confederate States of Amev'ica do enact, That the President of the
Confederate States of America be, and he is hereby, authorized to cooperate through
the military power of this (Tovernment with the authorities and the people of the
State of Missouri in defending that State against a lawless invasion by the United
States, and in maintaining the li))erty and independence of her people, and that he
be authorized anil empowered, at his discretion, to receive and muster into the service
of the Confederate States, in the State of Missouri, such troops of that State as may
volunteer to serve in the Army of the Confederate States, subject to the rules and
regulations uf sai<l Army, and in accordance with the laws of Congress; and said
troops may be received into service by companies, battalions, or regiments, with their
officers elected by the troops, and the officers so elected shall be commissioned by
the President; and when mustered into service said companies, battalions, or regiments may be attached to such brigades or divisions as the President may determine;
and the President shall have power to appoint field officers for all battalions and
regiments organized out of separate comimnies mustered into service, and to add to
battalions a sufficient number of separate companies to complete their organization
into regiments, and to appoint the additional field officers necessary for the complete
organization of the regiments so formed; and all vacancies that may occur amongst
the commissioned officers of troops mustered into service under this act shall be filled
in the manner provided in the ai't entitled "An act for the establishment and organization of the Armv of the Confederate States of America," approved March 6, 1861.

Wherwis, the people

tntiiiiial

*******

Approved, August

20, 1861.

[Ibid., p. 576.]

A few days later, by an act approved August 30. 18()1, the President
was authorized to establish recruitino- stations within the Confederate
FollowStates for volunteers from Missouri and other border States.
ing is a copy of the act:
AN ACT

to authorize tlie establishment of recruiting stations for volunteers

from the States of Ken-

tucky, Missouri, Maryland, and Delaware.

of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President be, and
hereby, authorized to establish recruiting stations within the Confederate
States for the reception of volunteers into the military service of the Confederate
States from among persons who are, or have been, residents of the States of Kentucky, INIissouri, Maryland, and Delaware.
Sec. 2. That the President be authorized to grant commissions as captains to such
persons as he may think fit to raise and conuuand companies to be composed of such
volunteers; upon" the condition, however, that such officers shall not hold rank or
'receive pay until such companies have been raised and are mustered into service.
77(6' Confiresi<

he

is

Sec. 3. Whenever such recruits shall amount t(j a sufficient number to be formed
into companies, the President may direct the same to be so organized, appointing all
commissioned officers of the several companies in addition to the captains provided
And such comi)anies may be organizetl into regiments
for in the preceding section.
in like manner under the direction of the President.
Sec. 4. Until such recruits shall amount to a sufficient number to be organized
into companies, they shall receive no comitensation except their clothing and rations.

Approved, August

.30,

1861.

[Ibid., p. 58.5.]

On October

14, 1801. Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, commanding the
in Arkan.sas, urged the reorganization of the Mis-

Confederate forces
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souri forces (the Missouri State Cxuard) and their muster into the ConWriting- to the Secretarj^ of War he said:
federate service.

Camp
Honoi'able Secretary of

.Tackson, Ark., October 14, 1S61.

War.

Sir: I am just in receipt of a letter from Governor Jac-kson in which he informs me
that his force has fallen back from Lexington to the Osage River, and that they are
in great want of musket caps.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

The sooner the Missouri forces are reorganized and mustereci into the Confederate
service the better, as tliey are at present not bound by any tie, and will remain in the
field no longer than thev think tit, no matter what mav result from their withdrawal.
*
*
*
*
*
*
XBen. McCulloch, BrUjadier-iTenend, Commandivg.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. Ill, p. 718.]

The convention between the Confederate States and the State of
Missouri, entered into Octol)er 31, 1801, has been quoted in full in a
preceding chapter. For the sake of convenience of reference, articles
II and III of this agreement are here repeated:
Art. II. Until said State of Missouri shall become a member of said Confederacy
the whole military force, material of war, and military operations, offensive and
defensive, of said State shall ])e under the chief control and direction of the President
of the Confederate States, upon the same basis, principles, and footing as if said State
were now and during the interval a member of said Confederacy, the said force,
together with that of the Confederate States, to be employed for their common defense.
Art. III. The State of Missouri will, whenever she becomes a member of said
Confederacy, turn over to said Confederate States all the public j)roperty, naval stores,
and munitions of war of which she may then be in possession acquired from the United
States (excepting the public lands) on the same terms and in the same manner as the
other States of said Confederacy have done in like cases.
[Ibid., Series

Vol. LIII, p. 754.]

I,

25, 1861, Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, commanding the
Missouri State Guard, issued from his headquarters a circular in which
he announced that the Confederate Government proposed, in accordance with the terms of the convention or treaty referred to, to receive
into its service as many troops from the State of Missouri as might
volunteer to serve for the period of twelve months. This circular,
which embodies at great length the details of organization, and is published only in part in the Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies (Series I, Vol. VIII, p. 693), is here quoted in full:

On November

Headquarters Missouri State Guard, November

25, 1861.

Circular.]
First. The Confederate Government proposes, in accordance wdth the terms of the
treaty recently made between this State and that Government, to receive into its
service as many troops from Missouri as may volunteer to serve for twelve months.
Second. The troops thus volunteering will be enlisted as State troops, and remain

under the immediate command of Major-General

Price.

be organized in conformity to the laws of Congress and the regulations for the Confederate Army, as follows:
Third.

They

will

Organization of companies.

Of infantry-

Each company
One captain

One

Two
One

first

will consist

of—

lieutenant

second lieutenants
first

sergeant

Four sergeants
Four corporals

l-S

Two

musicians
Sixty -four privates
S.

Doc. 412

^^y pe^ month.
$130
90
80
20
17

(at least)

19

111

——

7
"
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I'ay Ikt

()fc"ivalry—

One
One

month.

$140
90

cai)!;!!!!

linst lu'iiti'iiaiit

Two

second

One

lii'st

lieutoiiaiitH

<^0

-

'20

sei'fjeant

Four sergeants
Four corjiorals

17

Two

nuisicians

One
One

l)hu'k.sniith

13
13
13
13

farrier

12

Sixty privates (at least)

Of artillei'v—

One

Two

HO

captain
first lieutenants
second lieutenant

One
One first

100
90
-0

sei'.<ieant

Four sergeants
Four corporals

Two
Two

1

13
13

musicians

1

artificers
Seventy ])rivates (at least)

12

Organization of regiments.

Of infantry

One
One
One
One
One
One
One
One
One
One

$195
1~0
150

colonel
lieutenant-colonel

major
adjutant (lieutenant of the line)
assistant quartermaster (cai)tain )
assistant commissary (captain )
surgeon

-

$10 extra.
140
140
162
110

assistant surge( »n

21

sergeant-major
quartermaster-sergeant
Of cavalry

21

210
185

One colonel
One lieutenant-coloiiel
One major
One adjutant
One assistant quartermastor (captain)
One assistant conniiissary (cai)tain)
One surgeon
One assistant surgenn
One sergeant-major
One (luartermaster-sergeant

162

$10 additional.
140

-

140
62
110
1

21

21

—

Fourth. Election and appointnu'ut of officers. Company officers: Each company
The captain of each company selects the serits captain and lieutenants.
geants, corj)orals, musicians, and artificers from his company, and they receive their
warrants from the coloiu'l uimn his ajtproval of the apiiointments.
Regimental officers: The connuissioned ollit'ers of each regiment elect the colonel,
lieutenant-coloiu'l, and major.
The colonel appoints the adjutant from the lieutenants of the regiment, and the
sergeant-major and (luartermaster-sergeant from the enlisted men.
The President will, upon the colonel's recommendation, appoint, whenever their
services are recpiired, an assistant (luartermaster and assistant commissary, a surgeon
and assistant surgt'ou, for each regiment.
Fifth. Whenever a sutlicient nund)er of troops shall have heen thus I'nlisted,
organized, armed, and e(iuipped, the muster rolls will he sent to the Secretary of War,
and the trooi)s will llu'ri'liy he transferred to the Confederate Army. The President
The
will immediately commission the officers and provide for and pay the troo])s.
President will at the same time organizi; the troo])s thus transferred into brigades
and divisions, over which he will a]i]ioint brigadier-generals and a major-general
elei;ts

from Missouri.
Sixtii. The term

company

anil will

of servii'e will begin from the ilay of
after that date.

end twelve months

the organization of the
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Seventh. The officei's will l>e commissioned in the Confederate Army, and their
•commissions will be dated upon the day of their transfer to that service.
Eighth. Pail, etc.: Until the troop.s shall have been transferred to the Confederate
States they will be jiaid l)y the State, the Confederate States guaranteeing, however,
that they will l)e pai(L
As soon as the transfer shall have been made they will be
paid and supplied by tlie Confederate States. The troops in the Confederate service
are paid at the end of every second month.
The delivery of the muster rolls by the State to the Secretary of War completes
the transfer.
The State will pay a Iwunty of $39 to every noncommissioned officer and private

who

will reenlist in this service.
man will receive one ration a ilay and an allijwance of $25.
every six months for clothing.
»
Each man will be allowed ten cents a mile for his traveling expenses from the place
of his enrollment to the rendezvous, and also from the place of his discharge to the

Ninth. Each enlisted

place where he was enrolled.
Tenth. The cavalry must furnish their own horses and keep them serviceable or
they will be compelled to serve on foot. The noncommissioned officers and privates will, however, be alIowe<l forty cents a day for the use of their horses, to be
computed from the day of their enrollment to the day of their discharge, and also
for every twenty miles of travel l)etween the place of their discharge to the place of
their enrollment.
Horses are to be valued when brought into the service, -and if
killed in action will be paid for at such valuation.
They will not be paid for in any
other event.
Eleventh. All arms will be paid for at a fair valuation, but will not be taken from
the owner so long as he remains in the service. The commander of the company
will, however, be responsible for their safe keeping.
Twelfth. The Confederate States government will not accept any cavalry for twelve
months unless already fully armed and eciuip])ed, and as the State can not arm and
equip more than one regiment, only one will be enlisted.
Thirteenth. The artillery will be organized as light batteries and not as regiments.
Fourteenth. The Confederate States (jovernment will accept an<l fully arm and
equip as many troops as may volunteer for the war, either as cavalry, artillery, or
infantry.
By order of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price:
Henry Little,
Colo)iel and Astsistant Adjvtant-n eneral Missouri State Guard.
,

On the da}" following the publication of this circular. General Price
issued a proclamation, quoted in the last preceding- chapter, calling
for 50,000 men. but it is probable that the object of that call was to
secure men for the Missouri State Guard.
On the Dth of December, 1861. Col. Henr}- Little was assigned by
General Price to the command of the new volunteer corps. He was
directed to select a suita])le encampment and proceed with the work of
organization.
Following is a cop}" of General Price's order:
General Orders, \

Headquarter.s Mlssocri State Guard,
No. 119.
C'a)np on Sac River, December 9, 1861.
i
I. In accordance with General Orders, No. 109, Col. Henry Little, Missouri State
Guard and Confederate States Army, is hereby assigned to the command of the new
volunteer corps. Colonel Little will select a suitable encampment and proceed to
organize the volunteers as jjrescribed in said order. All companies, scjuads, and individuals will report to him without delay.
To all squads who have entered this volunteer corps the commander of the division to which they belonged will cause to be
delivered a pro rata proportion of the camp and garrison equipage and transportation.
A whole company will bring with them the camp and garrison equipage which
they now have in possession. All such articles will be receipted for by the quartermaster of the volunteer corps. This will also apply to arms, equipments, and
ammunition, which will l)e receipted for by the ordnance officer of the volunteer

*******

corps.
II.

Capt. Wright C.

commissary

By

Schaumburg

is

appointed adjutant and (piartermaster and

of the corps.

order of Maj. Gen.

S.

Price:

H. Little, Adjutant-General.
[Ibid. p. 759.]
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No

official ('opy of Gonerul Orders. No. 1(»!), niontioiiod in the order
quoted, has been found, hut it is published in full by K. 8. Bevier
in his History of the First and Second Missouri Confederate Brigades
(p. 74), from which it is here reproduced:

jufst

General Orders,
No. 109.

IlEAixiUARTKRS Missouri State Guard,
Cinup 0)1 Sac River, December 2, 1861.

\
j

I. A separate ern'iunpineiit will be forthwith established for the troops voluntering
to enter the rrovisional Army of the Confederate States, upon the terms stated in the
circular issued by Major-Cireueral Price on the 25th day of November last.
II. All such volunteers will be admitted into the encampment either by companies,
in squads, or individually.
III. All individual volunteers and squads of less than twenty-five men will be
organized into detachuients for the pur])ost' of transportation, subsistence, drill, and
discipline, and temporary olHcers will be appointed over them by Major-General
Price.
IV. Muster rolls will, however, be furnished to squads of ten men or more proposing to organize a company, and they may establish within the encampment a
recruiting rendezvous for such company.
V. Whenever twenty-five or more men may volunteer to form a company, or any
squad referred to in the last section shall be augmented to twenty-five men, they may
be temporarily organized into a separate detachment, under the command of an officer
to be appointed by the major-general, and who shall hold his office until the detachment shall have recruited to the legal standard, when an election of company offit'ers
will be held and the company duly organized.
YI. The major-general will appoint a competent officer with a sufficient staff tocommand this volunteer corps.
regiment will be duly organized whenever a sufficient number of companies shall have been formed.
VII. Companies may be organized without regard to the division of the State intO'
military districts, and the major-general will furnish discharges to any number of the
State Guard who will enlist in the volunteer corps.
VIII. Until the muster rolls shall have been transferred to the Confederate government the major-general will grant a discharge to any volunteer who shall furnish
a substitute who will serve twelve months from the date of his substitution.
IX. The volunteeer corps will be armed, equipped, tented, and clothed by thegovernment, with as much uniformity as possible, out of the first supplies wfiich
shall be received.
X. The regulations for the government of the Army of the Confederate States will
be enforced in this corps.
XI. Volunteers will report themselves to Col. Thomas L. Snead, so that they majr
be duly sworn into the service.
By order of Maj. Gen. S. Price:
H. Little, AdjnUutt-(jeneml..

A

On

the 18th of December Governor Jackson issued an address to the
and soldiers of the Missouri State Guard and his fellow-citizens
of the State, appealing to them to enter the service of the Confederate
officers

States.

Again it becomes necessary to refer to an unofficial publication, no
copy of Governor Jackson's proclamation having been found among
the records preserved in the War Department.
The proclamation, as
published in Moore's Ke))ellion Record (Vol. Ill, Docs,, p. 471), reads
as follows:
Officers

and

Soldiers of (he Missouri State (Jnard,

and

Felloic-citizens:

In the month of June last, after having exhausted every honorable means of averting the calamities of civil war, I called upon the State for 50,000 volunteers to drive
the ruthless bands of hired invaders from our soil.
Before making that call, I had
asked that you might have the privilege of determining at the polls in a peaceable
manner your future j)olitical relations with the I'liited States, determined on my
part to al)ide that decision whatever it might be. That privilege a right which
1)elongs to every freeman
was denied you. Our enemies chose to submit your
rights to the arbitrament of the sword, and we accept the issue so boastingly ten-

—

dered

U|.

—
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We

had either to draw the sword and defend our
There was no alternative left.
rights or, like slaves, submit to the worst despotism on earth.
Between these I
could not and did not hesitate. I chose the former, and hence, from that time to
the present, grim-visaged war has stalked through our State from the Xishnabotna
to the St. Francois; from the Des Moines to the Xeosha, and in his trail have followed charred walls, blood-stained fields, and desolate homes.
When the circumstances by which we were surrounded are considered, it must be
acknowledged that the State responded nobly to my call; and to you who left all the
comforts of home and for six long months have been enduring all the hardships and
sufferings of a soldier's life, too much praise and credit can not l>e given.
Patiently
have you borne the burning rays of the summer's sun, the beating storm, chilling
blasts, and sickening hunger pains; and nobly have you stood upon the battlefield
amid showering balls, bursting bombs, and charging horse. Yea, more than this,
you have dared the burning fever, the feeble pulse, and risked the solitary grave
with all of a patriot's faith and hope.

my

These things have you done,
brave soldiers, but our work is not complete yet,
for war, with its horrors and train of suffering, still hovers over our beloved State.
are fighting for liberty, equality, and independence, and can never leave the field
while the foot of an enemy shall be left to pollute our soil. Everything on earth
that renders life valuable and dear to freemen is at stake, and none but the basest
slave and craven coward can yield in such a contest.
Not so with the enemy.
seek not his subjugation, his country, or his home.
He can quit the field, retire to
home,
and
thereby
give
happiness
bleeding
and suffering country.
his
peace and
to a
can by these me^ns at once close the unrelenting crusade which he is now wag-

We

We

He

ing against us.

Our enemies in the State, though impudently and arrogantly asserting that a
majority of the people are on their side, have by their own conduct given most indubitable evidence that all their claims are false, or that they themselves are too cowardly to fight their own battles.
Are there any so blind among them as not to see that the predominant feeling in
the State is with the South? Do they not know that an overwhelming majority of
the people will never submit to the rule of an abolition despotism? Are they not
aware that the usurpations of their defunct convention are almost universally condemned by the people? If all these things are not well known to them, why did
the convention, at its recent sitting, rescind their ordinance of a former session, submitting their high-handed usurpations to a vote of the people for ratification? They
know, and everybody knows, that the people would have put their seal of condemnation, in thunder tones, upon all their unholy deeds, had the opportunity been
afforded them.
Why, if they have the majority, did they import regiment after regiment, brigade
after brigade, general after general, from the ranks of Lincoln's hired hordes in the
North to fight their battles in Missouri? Our friends from the South were never
invited into Missouri until the Lincoln <TOvernment had quartered their Hessian
troops all over the State. These troops thus quartered in our midst have been met
upon every field, with few exceptions, Ijy Missouri's sons alone, and with almost
unvaried success. Now, when we have the assistance of the rich and powerful
Southern Confederacy, with all her vast resources, and her gallant sons to stand by
our sides, what must be the result? If any among us have hitherto entertained the
idea that Missouri can be conquered, let them at once and forever banish the delusion from their minds.
By your own strong arms and willing hearts, and dauntless courage, you have
passed successfully through the darkest hour and greatest i)eril which can possibly
attend the unholy crusade now being waged against you. Our enemies nnist have
been brought to know that a bloody revenge must and will follow a co/jtinuance of
our persecution. It can not be supposed that a large majority of our people are to
be driven frou^ their homes and firesides, and forced to surrender up t he graves of
their fathers and their children to Northern invaders.
This can never be done as
long as a man can be found or an arm shall l)e left to strike a blow. Overwhelming
numbers may sometimes force us to retreat; circumstances may occasionally cause
us to fall back; )nit, as certain as Ood reigns in Heaven, we will return again and
again, until the last man shall have perished, or we shall have reclaimed our homes.
I have said, and now repeat it, that our enemies can at any moment leave the field
in safety and retire to their homes, whereas we can never lay down our arms without dishonor while an enemy shall jwllute our soil with his unhallowed tread. Honor
and patriotism alike forbid it. The memories of the past and the hopes of the future
equally forbid it. The question for Missouri to determine is now resolved into this
single proposition: Shall she be the empire State of the glorious Southern Confed-
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eracy, the l)ri^'ht star and peer of Virginia, in the Southern constellation, or shall
she ignoniiniously sulimit to the abolition yoke of Northern fanaticism conquered,,
humbled, and disgraced forced to remain under a government made tyrannical by
fanaticism, disgraced by its rulers, and contemptible in the eyes of the world?
But it is useless now to argue the interest or policy of the State; our enemies have

—

—

chosen to submit them both to the arbitrament of the sword, ami by the sword thej'"
must be settled. There is no reason why we should shrink from the I'ontest. The
Missouri State Guard, almost single-handed, have fought the armies of all the Western States for more than six months with unparalleled success. Their victories at
Cole Camp, at Carthage, at Oak Hills, Fort Scott, Lexington, Fredericktowii, and
Belmont can not fail to inspire the country with renewed zeal, energy, and courage.
These noble and heroic deeds have jiassed into history, and will form the brightest
page of the crisis through which our coimtry is passing.
My brave soldiers, now in the field, the six months for which you were called i&
now expiring, and many may desire to return to their homes. It is natural you
should desire to do so; but let me beg you not now to turn back from the work you have
so nobly begun; do not now fail when the eyes of the whole country are upon you;
do not lose your glorious reputation for want of a little more patience; do not let the
princely heritage of Missouri be lost to you and your children, when a few more
weeks or days of perseverance may win it for you. Let me, therefore, entreat you
to embrace the opportunity which is now offered you to volunteer in the service of
that great young government, the Southern Confederacy one of the brilliant stars
and tight under that bright flag which has yet
of which is our own loved Missouri
known no defeat.
^
That the bond of union between Missouri and her Southern sisters may be more
perfect, and that encouragement be given our men, and that system and unity of
purpose exist which insures success, it has been determined that the present members of the Missouri State Guard shall haVe the liberty to reorganize under the laws
of the Southern Confederacy that our Southern brothers may have the privilege of
supplying our wants and paying our troops while we tight our battles, which are also
theirs.
Do not let the frosts of winter deter you from endiracing the opportunitj'.
Do not fail to remember those patriotic sires who wintered at \'alley Forge let their
bright example encourage you; the cause is the same 'tis liberty and equality for
which we fight. You have no homes to which you can safely go; the Hessian and,
the Jayhawker go wherever the army is not, and you will but put on the shackles of
serfdom whenever you lay down your arms, even though it be ])ut temj)orarily. 1
know your patriotism you have proved it. I know your bravery the world has
seen it. I know your endurance the cheerfulness with which you have borne your
hardships has demonstrated it. Then I pray you maintain your reputation but a
little while longer and Missouri will be regenerated and redeemed.
To my fellow-citizens who have not yet joined the army, I have now a word to
say.
Can you longer delay? Can there l)e yet one lingering ray of hope in your
hearts that the onci' glorious Union can ever be reconstructed or reuniteil? Can you
expect to remain as quiet spectators, tilling your fields and attending to your private
Do
speculations, while 50,000 of your bi'ave brothers are on the "warpath?"
you not know that absence from the field but prolongs the war, and that you are
at all times liable to depredations from either party? Come out, then, like men.
Remember that "he who is not for us is against us!" You know as well as I that
the people of Missouri are Southern ])eople— that their sympathies, their hopes, and
their interests are with the South.
Then, I call upon you in the name of our noble
State, now struggling for independence, to come out and help your brothers who are
in the field. You can not ask or expect them to ilo all the fighting, to endure all the
hardships, and divide with you their glory and successes. You should not expect
to enjoy the reward unless you participate in their struggles for victory and independence.
C. F. Jackson.
New M,\drid, Mo., December 13, 1861.

—

—

—

—

—

—

The

—

—

for the enlistment of Missouri volunteers for the Confederwas not enthusiastically received, ;ind did not meet with the
prompt response which possibly it might have received at an earlier
date.
Citizens, as well as members of the Missouri State (luard, were
reluctant to enter the service of the Confederate States, their disinclination to enlist in that service being largely due to the delay of the
President in the appointment of General Price as a major-general in
the Confederate Armv, and the distrust of the Confederate authorities
call

ate service
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engendered by their failure to cooperate to the extent expected

in the
attempts o'f the Missouri troops to free the State from the presence of
Some of the correspondence on this subject is
the Federal forces.
here reproduced.
On the 3d of December, 1861, President Davis wrote Hon. W. P.
Harris, a Delegate to the Provisional Congress from the State of Mis-

issippi:

Richmond, Va., December

3,

1861.

Hon. W.

P. Harris,
Confederate States Congress.

My

Dear Sir: Language was said by Talleyrand to be useful for the concealment"
If it had
of one's thoughts; but in our day it fails to communicate any thought.
been otherwise, the complaint in relation to General Price of which you speak could
not have been made. The commissioners of Missouri were informed that when that
State offered troops they would be organized according to our military laws
and generals would be appointed for brigades and divisions. Until then I have no
power to appoint generals for those troops. The same statement, substantially, was
made to the members of Congress from Missouri who called on me yesterday. They
were also informed that, from conversation with informed persons and from correspondence now on file in the War Department, I was convinced that it was needful
to the public interest that a general should be sent to the Arkansas and Missouri
division who had not been connected with any of the troops on that line of operations; and to the statement that the Missouri troops would not fully enlist under
anyone except General Price, I asked if they required their general to be put in
command of the troops of Arkansas, of Texas, and of other Southern States. To
bring these different forces into harmonious cooperation is a necessity. I have
sought to effect it by selecting General Heth to command them in combination. If
it is designed, by calling Heth a West Point cadet, merely to object to his education
in the science of war, it may pass for what it is worth; but if it be intended to assert
that he is without experience, his years of active and distinguished service on the
fi'ontier of Missouri and the territory west of it will, to those who examine before
they censure, be a sufficient answer. The Federal forces are not hereafter, as heretofore, to be commanded 1)y pathfinders and holiday soldiers, but by men of military education and experience in war. The contest is therefore to be on a scale of
very different proportions than that of the partisan warfare witnessed during the past
summer and fall. I have long since learned to bear hasty censure, in the hope that
justice, if tardy, is sure, and in any event to find consolation in the assurance that
all

my
"

ends have been

With high

[Ibid., Series

I,

my

country's.

respect,

Jefferson Davis.

Vol. VIII, p. 701.]

On the 13th of December, the Missouri delegation in the Confederate Congress addressed General Price as follows:
Richmond, Va., December 13, 1861.
Gen. Sterling Price.
Dear Sir: Events of so extraordinary a character have transpired and are daily
transpiring in this city connected with the affairs of Missouri that we think it of the
utmost importance to coinmunicate them to you by special messenger. For this
purpose we have induced the War Department to appoint Colonel Peebles, of GenThose of our delegation who
eral Clark's division, to convey you these dispatches.
first reached Memphis were met by the alarming rumor that the President entertained the idea of appointing some other person than yourself to the command of
the Missouri army and district. The delegates then in ^Memphis immediately hurried on, and upon their first morning's presence in Richmond waited upon the
President to press your claims to the position. We assured him such a step as rumor
attributed to him would paralyze our State and expose the entire Mississippi Valley
to the enemy.
In strong but respectful terms we urged the services done by the Missouri army for the Confederacy and the utter ruin which would follow us in the future if
some stranger to our troops and people should be placed in your stead. The President was firm and even impatient in his opposition to our views. He declared that
while you had done well and while he entertained the kindest feelings for you
personally, he was determined to appoint no man as major-general to command that
department who was a resident of Missouri, Arkansas, or Texas. He alluded to the
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between yourt^elf and MeCulloeli, and j^ave this as a reason why some
one disconnected witii those feuds should lie jilaced over all the forces. We ask
your esi)ecial attention to tlie opinion of tlie President, as we desire, in justice to
yourself and our army, that you should know from whom it originated.
The Presi-

(liffifulties

dent is further pleased to intimate that our ;iuerrilia tijihtin<; in Missouri must now
Jle uttered
give place to a different mode, that of regular, systematized warfare.
this in no offensive sense, but evidently as a reason for the rule he has recently
adopted in all cases of placing West Point graduates over the different divisions.
The President further intimated that he had appointed Col. Henry Heth, ex-captain
Upon the next <lay
in tlie I'nited States Army, as major-general of our district.
Colonel Heth called upon us and stated that he had received the appointment and
would start on the next Thursday for the conmiand. We informed him frankly of
our belief that the Missouri ai'my would follow no one but yourself, and regretted
the unfortmiate position in which it placed our State. In the meantime assurances
from every delegation on the floor of Congress were freely tendered us that no nomination but that of yourself wonlil be confirmed by Congress.
The people and press
also give unanimous expression to their indignation, and finally Colonel Heth, it is
understood, requested the President to withdraw his name, or i-ather not to send it
in to our body for their consideration.
General Clark and Colonel Cooke had in the meantime arrived, and both waited
upon the President. They found him very much in the same mood as we have
described before, but disposed to await further time and developments. It is understood now that General McCulloch will reach here this evening, and we fear for no
purpose friendly to yourself. Of one thing, however, sir, you may rest assured Congress will confirm no one but yourself.
Daily and hourly assurances are given us
that we will be supported in our course, and we are unanimous in prassing your name
It becomes our duty now, sir, to mention a matter of the most
to the last extremity.
delicate nature in regard to the origin of this whole difficulty.
It was understood at
the time of our secession, by the legislature and the whole army, that you would
receive this appointment.
(Governor Jackson, however, has pursued a course calculated to create doubt in the mind of the President, whether we really wished it or
not.
We are not at liberty to give the full information in our possession, but the
time will speedily arrive at whicli the matter can and shall l)e fully ventilated.
wish to create no difficulty l)etween yourself and the Executive, especially at a crisis
like the present, but we deem it proper that you should be apprised of the fact that
not to any want of exertion u])on our jmrt, but to another quarter, is the service of
INIissouri indel)ted for the difficulty now existing.
The appointment of Colonel Heth
had l)cen agreed upon before our arrival, and nothing V)ut our prompt exertion would
have even delayed the full consummation of the design. As it is, we are sanguine of
being able to effect our object yet, notwithstanding the obstacles in the way. The
President, at any rate, has stopped in his headlong career and begins to hear the public voice.
We have introduced a bill giving us the credit of the Confederate States
to the amount of $l,000,tX)0 to pay our army for past services before our admission,
and believe we can secure its passage; also an amendment to the sequestration act
protecting our people against the confiscations of the Gamble government in Missouri
and to secure us against the payment of taxes to both governments. It is with the
highest gratification we are able to state that our reception here V)y the Congress and
people has been of the kindest nature, and permit us to say further that your name
and prai.'ie are identit-al with that of Missouri in tlie gallant struggle through which
she is passing.
We inclose instructions from the Secretary of War in regard to the
organization of our forces as Confederate troops, ami would suggest that the transfer
be made as soon as possible, and we would further suggest that you dispatch to us
immediately a courier with any suggestions in relation to the service you may think
proper, and any intelligence of interest to the public.
We will, as soon as possil)le,
establish a line of couriers to your headquarters by an act of Congress.

—

We

Very

respectfully,

John

B. Clauk.

W. Bell.
Thomas A. Hahkis.
Tnos. W. Fkkkman.
Wm. M. Cooke.
C.

G. G. Vest.
A. H. Conrow.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. Id

1

1,

p. 7(11.]

Tlu^ criticism of (Toveriior Jackson in the letter last quoted was
doubtless due to certain expres.sion.s in a letter addres.scd by him to

:
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1861, transmitting the acts of the general
to organic union with the ConIn that letter Governor Jackson said, referring to
federate^ States,
the expected union:

the President,

5,

assembly of the State preparatorv

As soon as this maj- be done I desire that the Missouri forces shall be reorganized
at the earliest practicable moment under the Confederate Government and a general
appointed at once to command all the forces that may be ordered to Missouri. Who
the man shall be is of no consequence to me. I have full confidence in your good
judgment, and doubt not you will give us the best man you can. General Bragg
would be very acceptable, but we will all be satisfied with anyone you may select.
You know better than I that an army to be successful can liave but one head, and
that should be a good one. It may possibly be known to you that heretofore there
has not been that degree of harmony and concert of action between (jenerals Price
and McCulloch that should exist between officers laboring in a common cause.
While this has been the case hitherto to some extent, I am rejoiced now to be able
to say that a restoration of the most amicable relations has been effected and that
they and their armies are now cooperating together in the most harmonious manner.
[ibid., p. 755.]

On December 20, 1861, the President wrote to General Price, expressing his regard for the welfare of Missouri and his desire for a tender
of troops from that State, to be organized into brigades and divisions
under the laws of the Confederate States. Following is a copy of his
letter:

Richmond, Va., December 20, 1861.
Gen. Sterling Price,
Commanding Missouri Force'?.
My Dear General: I have received, with much pleasure, your letter of the 10th
ultimo, with the inclosed correspondence. It was not needed to make me appreciate
the difficulties and embarrassments under which you have labored nor the sacrifices
and devotion displayed in the cause of Missouri and the South. For all this you have
not only my thanks and those of the good people of your own State, but also those
AVe here have not forgotten you; V)ut, on the contrary, have
of the whole South.
been most anxious to give to Missouri all the aid in our power, and have been hopefully looking for the tender of troops from INIissouri and Arkansas, to be organized
We have at
into brigades and divisions under the laws of the Confederate States.
present no troops to give you except those under General McCulloch, and you are
aware of their condition.
1 was sorry to learn from Colonel Cooke that the term of servii-e of your forces is
for so short a period, and that the term of enlistment of so many is about to expire.
You know the disadvantage of short terms of service. Can you not organize a force
for the war? So long as it lasts the people of the country in which it is carried on
must engage in it, and, until our independence is recognized and peace restored, the
onlv question should be, how can these ends be best promoted?

You may rest assured that the welfare of Missouri is as dear to me as that of other
States of the Confederacy, and that I will do all in my power to assist her in her
struggle to maintain the connnon cause and to vindicate her freedom and sovereignty.
Accept my most friendly remembrance and assurances of my best wishes for your
success and happiness.
Jefferson Davis.
V^ery respectfulh' and truly, yours,
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol.' VIII, p. 716.]

On the following day the President addressed Governor Jackson,
urging the tender of troops to the Confederate Government, in order
He
that they might be dul}' organized and general officers appointed.
said

Richmond, Va., December 31, 1861.
His Excellency the Governor of Missouri.
My Dear Sir: We are anxious that the troops of Missouri should be tendered to
the Confederate Government, in order that they may be organized into brigades and
divisions and general officers appointed for them, or if preferal)le to them, received
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as independent companies or battalions, for such further orjjanization as tiie interest
of the service and the character of the troops may indicate.
By this it is thought
that their efticiency will Ijc increased, and that they will be relieved from the
anomalous position they now occupy as militia of the Confederate States without
being a jiart of their organized army.
This arrangement seems very desirable to me, both for the sake of the Missouri
troops and the advancement of our cause, and I hope it will meet with your concurrence.
Very respectfully and truly, yours,
Jefferson Davis.
[Ibid., p. 717.]

To

this letter

Governor Jackson

replied,

December

30, 1861, as

follows:

New Orleans, December 30, 1861.
His Excellency the Pkesident of the Confederate States.
Sir: Your letter of the 21st instant, forwarded by Colonel Gaines, has been
received.
With respect to the matter of transferring the Missouri troops to the Confederate Government, I have to say that the measure has not only my concurrence
but

my

hearty approval.
I received intelligence that Missouri had been admitted a member of
the Confederacy I wrote to General Price, urging him to have the transfer made at
the earliest moment and to get the troops ^\for the war" if possible. What success
has attended the general's efforts I have no means of knowing, not having heard

The moment

from him since.
Surrounded, however, as he is with embarrassments of the greatest magnitude, his
men borne down by all the hardships and privations of a summer's cami)aign, discouraged and disheartened as they must feel from having been abandoned by every
Confederate soldier from the other States, and being left alone to face a foe of more
than five times their strength, poorly clad, and suffering for the want of a proper
supply of provisions, I can scarcely expect the most favorable results. For more
than six month the Missouri army, almost single-handed, have successfully held in
check the Lincoln forces in our State. From time to time they have been promised
assistance from the Confederate States, but it has not come so far from it, indeed,
what few Confederate troops were upon our l)order and within the State have been
withdrawn from it, marched down to the Arkansas River, and put into winter
quarters more than two months before winter had set in. Not the foot of a Southern
soldier now treads the soil of Missouri, except the men under the command of Price

—

and Thompson.
General Price and his men being thus forsaken by those on whom they relied for
being left to the mercy of the thieving Jayhawker and nuirderous
Hessian, their towns and their houses destroyed by tire, their property stolen, their
country laid waste, and their wives and children driven from their homes to perish
or to live as best they can, you may rely upon it, Mr. President, that men thus
abandoned, however much they may love the gallant chief who has so nobly and
successfully led them to victory upon every field, and however much they may be
devoted to the cause for which they have so fearlessly and cheerfully fought, it can
scarcely be expected they will enter the Confederate Army with that alacrity and
promptness they would do under more favorable auspices.
Their confidence in the good faith of the Confederate Government has to some
extent been shaken in not having received the support of the Confederate troops
stationed upon their border during the summer. They have not been able to see
why the troops under General McCulloch did not cooperate with them in their march
to Lexington, an<l in the reduction of that place.
They believe that with the aid of the Confederate forces then in the State we could
have held that place, and by so doing could have doubled the strength of our army.
Deprived of that support, the army was forced by the overwhelming numbers of the
enemy to fall back upon our southern border.
After the evacuation of Springfield by the Federal forces General Price again
determined to march toward Lexington and try once more to strengthen his army
with new recruits and turn over to the Confederate Government his entire force, but
in this effort, as in the former, he was unsujiported by the Confederate troops, and
doomed to the alternative of going alone.
What success has attended him I am unable to say. With all my confidence in
his energy, skill, and couraire,
can not but feel the most anxious solicitude for the
aid, their State

I

safety of him.self

surrounded.

and men, knowing

as I

do the

difficulties

and

perils

by which

lie is
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It gives me no pleasure to recite these recurrences, and I pray you not to understand me as doing so in any spirit of complaint against the good faith of the Confederate Government toward Missouri.
An imperative sense of duty to my State, to General Price, and the brave men
who have so faithfully served their country under him, require, in my judgment,
that you should know all the facts in the case, and I ask that you will give them the
consideration due them.
That General Price will exert himself to the utmost in raising men for the Confederate service I have no shadow of doubt; but if his efforts shall not be crowned
with that success we have so earnestly hoped for, it is due to him and to the country
that the reasons should be known.
Without intending to have been importunate I have felt it my duty to urge again
and again, as you are aware, the appointment of General Price to the chief command
I think him the man for the place.
Those who have
of the Western Department.
served under him and who know him best, as well as the whole country, believe
him to be the man.
If it could be announced in his camp to-day that he is to command, there would
be one universal shout of joy, and such an impetus would be given to the work of
recruiting as nothing else can impart to it.
If I did not feel so deeply impressed with the importance of an early, if not immediate, appointment for the Western Department, I should not press the matter
further upon your consideration. Much, very nmch, in my judgment, depends upon
earh^ action.
I hope you have already been clothed with power to make the appointment. If you have not. Congress surely will not delay in conferring it when interests
so vital to the safety of the c^ountry are at stake.
I have the honor to be, etc.,
C. F. Jackson.

[Ibid., p. 724.]

On

the same date Governor Jackson wrote to General Price:

New

Orleans, December

30, 1861.

Ma^jor-General Price:

Mv Dear General: The bearer of this letter will hand you several dispatches from
Richmond, which will acquaint you with what is going on there.
I have read the letter which the President has addressed to you.
I send you the
one he addressed to me, and likewise a copy of \\\\ answer to him. I think the
time has come when we should speak out in plain terms. I have endeavored to call
the attention of Mr. Davis to the true condition of things in Missouri, and have urged
the necessity of prompt action in the premises. Whether we shall succeed in getting
it I am unable to say.
Why it is that he can not give you the appointment at once
I am utterly at a loss to determine.
He certainly had it in contemplation to appoint
Colonel Heth to the chief command, or Mr. Hunter's dispatch to me was sent without authority, and this Mr. Hunter certainly would not do. If, then, the President
had the power to appoint Colonel Heth, I can not see why he has not the authority
to appoint you.
I am free to acknowledge there is a mystery about this whole affair
which I do not comprehend.
I hope all is right, and, indeed, I have the strongest faith that you will yet receive
the appointment. I know how easy it is for the acts and intentions of public men to
be misunderstood, and how common it is for ill-disposed persons to cry a man down
without any just cause, and therefore I will not censure the President until I know
he has wronged us.
Faithfully, your friend,
C. F. Jackson.
[Ibid., p. 725.]

On the 8th of January, 1802, the President replied to Governor
Jackson's letter of December 30, 1861, as follows:
Richmond,

Governor

C. F.

A"a.,

Januarys, 1862.

Jackson.

Sir: Your letter of the 30th ultimo, sent me through the Hon. Jno. B. Clark,
together with one addressed to himself, has been this day received.
Viewed as a
reply to mine of the 21st, it is most extraordinary that you should recite the sufferings and ask me to appoint a commander of the militia over which you have control,
and concerning the transfer of whom I had wi'itten to you, pointing out the necessity
for their tender to the Confederate Government in order that they might be put on
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the footing of other volunteers in tlie (confederate service, that brigades and divisions
might be organized, and commanding generals be ap[)ointed for them. You seem
only to remember what others have not done, else in enumerating the privations of
your own militia, ni)t mustered into the Confederate service, you would have mentioned the relief afforded to them by the agent of the Confederate (Toverument, sent
by me with monej' to cover n^ore than the objects you and General Atchison originally specified.

You speak

delay and neglect of Missouri by the authorities at Richmond. In
consists and wherein our neglect has been manifested you do not
state, but it would seem to have been in not appointing a general l^efore we had
troops for him, or in not appointing him to command your militia, and in not having
an organized army in your State when you have not furnished to me a regiment; and
now when we want muster rolls, to send me only your reasons why the Missouri
volunteers may not l)e willing to enter the service of the Confederate States and contribute to make up the army which is needeil to defend Missouri.
Though your letter was written at New Orleans, as you do not say how long you
will remain there I send this to Memphis under the expectation that you will return
to that place or to Missouri, and take the occasion to renew my request for the tender
of any armed troops which you may be able to offer to the Confederate States for
the eonunon defense or for the local defense of Missouri.
Very respectfully, youi-s, etc.,
Jeffersox Davis.
of

what our delay

[Ibid., p. 738.]

On

the (same date the President also wrote to Hon.

John

B. Clark:

Richmond, Va., January

Hon. John

P>.

Clark,

RIcJnnoiid,

8,

1862.

Va.

Sir: I have read the two letters from Governor Jackson sent by you this day. The
governor speaks of delay by the authorities at Richmond and neglect of the interests
of Missouri, and expresses the hope that he has said enough to ])e well understood
by me. When I remember that he writes in reply to my call upon him to hasten
the tender of Missouri troops, so that they should be ]Mit upon the footing of those
of other States, and with a knowledge that as militia of the State I had no power to
organize or appoint a commander for them, and that it was his duty to attend to their
wants, but that I had sent an agent for the Confederate Government as far as prac-

ticable to furnish the necessarv supplies to the militia of Missouri actually in service, I can only say I hope he is not understoo(i by me.
It is but a short time since,
in a conversation of ours, I freely explained to you the case so far as I am connected
with it, and there is nothing for me to add to what you then seemed to consider
conclusive.
Very respectfully, yours, etc.,
Jefferson Davis.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. LIII, p. 767.]

On the 1st of January, 1862, Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson, of the
Missouri State Guard, addressed a letter to General Price in which he
said, relative to the discouragements met with in the enlistment of
troops for the Confederate service:
New Madrid,

Mo., January

1,

1862.

Maj. Gen. Sterling Price,
Missouri State (hiard,

iv.

Carap.

Dear General: The

instructions from your headciuarters and your circular were
received, and I have endeavored as far as possible to comi^ly with your orders.
I
have, however, been very imich discouraged by the action of my command and, from
newspajier rumors, I am fearful you have suffered in the same way. I endeavored
/to get all to disband and reorganize on the same day, each com])any of men selecting
at once their new officers, and without any cessation to go on with our good work,
but I could not get a corporal's guard to agree to reenlist without first returning
home, or taking the Christmas holidays, or some other excuse, and I had to adopt a
plan to suit the condition of things; it was to march each regiment to the nearest
safe point to the majority of their homes, and, setting different days for them to disband, to endeavor to iinluce them to reenlist. Of those disl)anded at this placi' l)nt
few have volunteered up to this time. The Stoddard County regiment disbands this

day at Camp Blanton, in Stoddard County. The Dunklin ( 'ounty regiment disbands
on the 4th at Clarkton, and the Ripley County regiment disbands on the Sth at Pitman's Ferry. How many of these will volunteer it is impossible to tell, but 1 am
sure I will have but a skeleton force until Februarv or March. The men are all

:

301

voluntep:rs.

officers, and if I could but stop their croaking all would he well.
do not censure all, for many of them are jiatriotic gentlemen, who are willing to
serve anywhere or work in any kind of harness, but many .also who can not be
reelected, from incomptency or other causes, for the purpose of covering their own
defeat hunt a thousand excuses, and delay others who would immediately j<^)in.
I am now without an army, but still have hope, and if left single-handed and alone,
I will keep the enemy in my neighborhood uneasy and on guard.

sounder than the
I

*******
Yours, most respectfully,

[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. VIII,

]).

31. Jeff. Thompson,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

727.]

On the 10th of Junuarv General Thompson wrote to General Polk^
the Confederate connnander at Columbus, Ky.
New Madrid,

Mo., January

16, 1862.

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk,
Confederate States

Army, Columbus, Ky.

Dear General: * * * Great inducements are being offered to my men to return
to their homes and violent threats against those who do not.
We are laboring under

*******

great difficulties, but I am not discouraged, although ojjposed by many circumstances
which others must assist me to remove.
As soon as Governor Jackson reaches this point I hope he will counteract the opposition to the Confederate service which seems to prevail among the people.

Yours, most respectfully,

M. Jeff. Thompson,
Brigadier-General, Missouri State Gtiard.

[Ibid., p. 735.]

On the 9th of Januar}^ 1862, an act was passed b}- the Confederate
Congress, which became a law without the President's signature, in
which the President was authorized to appoint a major-general and
such brigadier-generals as he might think proper to command the
troops then and thereafter to be raised for the Provisional (Confederate) Army in the State of Missouri, such officers to receive pav from
the dates of their respective appointments and to be allowed the usual
This act reads as follows:
staff officers suitable to their rank.
AN ACT

and organizing, in the State of Missouri, additional troops for the
Provisional Army of the Confederate States.

to provide for raising

the Confederate States of America do enact. That the President be, and
hereby, authorized to nominate and, by and with the advice and consent of Congress, to appoint and commission in the Provisional Armj^ of the Confederate States,
one major-general and such brigadier-generals to the command of troops now and
hereafter to be raised and organized for the Provisional Army in the State of Missouri as he may think proper.
Sec. 2. All officers appointed under the provisions of this act shall be entitled to
receive pay from the date of their respective appointments, and shall be allr)wed the
usual staff appropriate to their rank, and shall be assigned to the duty of raising and
organizing Confederate forces in said State, with the view of putting them and their
respective commands in the field at the earliest practicable period.
Sec. 3. This act to take effect from and after its passage.

The Congress of

he

is

[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. LIII, p. 773.]

Before the foregoing enactment became a law a bill somewhat
similar in its provisions was passed, in which the President was authorized to appoint, not only general and staff officers, but such held and
company officers as might be required "to facilitate and expedite the
raising and organization of troops in the State of Missouri,'' with rank
and pay from the dates of their respective appointments, but without
the condition prescribed in the act quoted above that they were to
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command

Missouri troops.

The

bill

CONFEDERATE.
as passed

by Congress was

in the

following' terms:

AN ACT

to provide for raisinu:

and

in the State of Missouri, additional
of the Confederate States.

orgiinizint?',

Provisional

Army

forces for the

Section 1. TJw ('oii'jr('.'<s of the Confed'rati' Stdtex of America do on id, That in order
to facilitate and expedite the raising and organization of troops in the State of
Missouri the President )>e, and he is herel)y, autiiorized to appoint, l^y and with
the advice and consent of Congress, such major and brigadier generals, lield, staff,
and company officers, as the interests of the common defense may require.
Sfx'. 2. The officers appointed under the provisions of this act shall be entitled to
rank and receive pay from the date of their respective appointments, and shall be
assigned to the immediate duty of raising and organizing Confederate troops in the
State of Missouri; and if such officers shall not, within a reasonable time, report their
appropriate commands organized and ready for duty, the President may, in his discretion, vacate their commissions.
Sec. ?>. The officers and men raised under the provisions of this act shall be subject
to all the rules and regulations for the government of the Provisional Army of the
Confederate States, in like manner as other troops of the Provisional Army.

Alexander H. Stephens,
President of the Congress, jtro temjwre.

I certify

J.\NUARY

13, 1862.

Hooper,

Secretary.

that this act passed the Congress.
J. J.

[Ibid.]

This bill was returned b}- the President without his approval, for
reasons stated bv him, as follows:
P^XECUTivE Office, Jtmuary 22, 1862.

To

the Congress of the Confederate States:

After mature deliberation I have not been able to approve the bill herewith
returned, entitled "An act to provide for raising and organizing in the State of MisIn a
souri additional forces for the Provisional Army of the Confederate States."
message just submitted to the Congress in relation to certain forces to be raised in the
State of Texas, I have stated the objections entertained to any legislative discrimination for or against a particular State, thereby disturbing the harmony of the system adopted for the conunon defense. In a bill very recently passed by the Congress
a new plan has been established for raising and organizing troops for the Confederate
By the pnjvisions of this last-mentioned law you have given me authority
service.
to raise and organize troops in all the States })y granting commissions in advance of
the actual enlistment of the troops to officers below the grade of general officers and
above that of subalterns. To the officers thus connnissioned you dcj not give any
pay or allowances until the actual organization of the companies, battalions, or regiments that the officers so commissioned were empowered to raise, and you do not
allow pay, but have even prohibited the allowance of subsistence or transportation
to the men enrolled in order to enable them to reach the rendezvous of their companies.
By the terms of the ]>ill now returned an exception is made in favor of the
By the provisions of the bill it is contemplated that advance
State of Missouri alone.
commissions shall be granted to officers of all grades from the highest general officer
of the Provisional Army to the lowest snl)altern of u company, and that the officers
whether of the staff or the line thus appointed shall receive pay from the date of
their respective appointments without any condition rendering this pay dependent
on their success in raising troops. The general bill which has now become a law
applicable to Missouri as to all the other States fixes a reasonable term within which
officers commissioned in advance must succeed in raising troops under penalty of
The present bill removes this salutary restriction and
forfeiting their commissions.
vests in the Executivt- the dangerous power not only of appointing at his discretion
an unlimited number of military officers irrespective of any troops to be commanded
by them, l)ut allows him to retain the officers so appointed in the public service at
the pulilic exjH'nse during the Executive pleasure.
I am not able to i)erceive in the present condition of pnl)lic affairs in the State of
Missouri the netu'ssity which would form the only jiossible excuse for a grant of such
I receive assurances from those whose sources
l)ower to a constitutional Jvxecutive.
of information are entirely reliable that the raising and organization of troops in
Missouri for service in the Confederate Army are successfully progressing, and that
within a very few days the muster rolls will be received, thus placing it in my power
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to organize the

army

8()3

in that State on precisely the same footing as in all
for exceptional legislation.

the others,

and thus avoid any need

In addition to these objections founded on principle there would be a practicable
All the troops
difficulty in the operation of the bill, which appears insurmountable.
now in service in the State of Missouri are State troops, commanded Vjy State officers,
which have never been tendered or received in the Confederate service. In exercising the power of appointment i)roposed to be vested in me by the bill the best hope
for success in its purpose would be founded on selecting those officers who had disBut
tinguished themselves in connnand and had become endeared to the troops.
this would l>e to de])rive the State troops of their commanding officers during the
whole period necessary for the enrollment and organization of the troops under Confederate laws.
Missouri would thus be left comparatively defenseless while the
reorganization was progressing.
Therefore, regarding this bill as impolitic and
unnecessary, it is submitted for your reconsideration.
Jeffekson Davis.
[Ibid., p. 771.]

It may here be stated that by an act approved FebruaiT 17, 1862,
the act "passed Januaiy ninth, eighteen hundred and sixty -two,"
quoted above, was repealed. (Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series IV, Vol. I, p. 1>43.)
Notwithstanding the obstacles in the wa^- of recruiting for the Confederate service, General Price was able to report on the 17th of
January, 1862, that two regiments of infantry, one of cavalry, and
two batteries of light artillery had been organized, and that several
other regiments of infantry, a regiment of cavalry, and several companies of artillery were in a forward state of enlistment.
Following
is a copy of his report:
Headqiarters Missouri State Guard,
Springfield, January 17, 1862.
*
Benjamin,
Secretary of War, Richmond, To.
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that two regiments of infantry. Colonels Burbridge and Rives; one regiment of cavalry, Colonel (rates; two light batteries, one
of six pieces. Captain Wade, the other of four pieces, Capt. S. Churchill Clark, have
been organized here in conformity to the laws of the Confederate States for service
in the Provisional Army.
The muster rolls are being rapidly made out, and will be
transmitted to you within five or six days.
I have organized these regiments and batteries into a temporary brigade, under
the conmiand of Col. Henry Little, Confederate States Army.
I hope that it will be the President's pleasure to accept the transfer of these
troops without any unnecessary delay and as tendered of this date. The infantry
regiments and the artillery companies are fully armed and equipjted. The cavalry
regiment is well armed and equipped, and will be completely' armed and equipped

Hon.

J. P.

by the

State.

I

have the honor

to be,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Sterling Price,
Major-GeneraJ Omintavding Missouri State Guard.
,

—Several other regiments of

infantry, a regiment of cavalry (for the war),
and several com])anies of artillery are in a forward state of enlistment, and I expect
to have the pleasure of transmitting to you the muster rolls of several additional
brigades within a very few weeks.
Yours, very respectfully.
Sterling Price,
Major-General, Missouri State Giuxrd.
[Ibid., Series I, Vol. VIII, p. 736.]
P. S.

On the 2'^d of January General Price promulgated a general order
providing, among other things, for the distribution of the volunteer
troops into brigades and battalions. This order reads as follows:
•General Orders, |
No.

I.

.an

26.

j

The volunteer

extra battalion.

Headquarters Missouri State Guard,
Springfield, Mo.,

January

force will be distributed until further orders into

23, 1863.

two brigades and

304
II.
1.

2.

3.
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The following troops will constitute the First Brigade:
The First Regiment Cavalry, Colonel Gates.
The First Regiment Infantry, Colonel Burbridge.
The Second Regiment Infantry, Colonel Rives.

Captain Wade's battery.
Captain Clark's liattery.
Col. Heni'v Little will assume conunand of this brigade, and api)oint, with the
major-general's approval, a brigade staff, consisting of:
1. An adjutant, with the rank of captain.
2. An inspector, with the rank of captain.
3. An onhiance officer, with the rank of captain.
4. A quartermaster, with the rank of major.
5. A connnissary, with the rank of major.
6. An aide-de-camp, with the rank of tirst lieutenant.
7. A surgeon.
III. The following troops will, until further ordei's, constitute the Second Brigade:
1. Colonel Bevier's battalion of infantry.
2. Colonel Rosser's battalion of infantry.
3. Colonel McCulloch's battalion of cavalry.
4. Captain Lucas's squad of artillery.
5. Captain Landis's squad of artillery, together with all other battalions, squads,
and individuals that do not enlist in either the First Brigade or the extra battalion.
IV. The extra battalion will compose all volunteers who do not enlist in either
the First or Second Brigades, and will be under the command of General INIcBride
or some officer designated by him.
V. Gen. William Y. Slack will assume command of the Second Brigade, and,
with the major-general's approval, appoint such staff officers as the exigencies of the
He will, further, establish an encampment and order into it
service may require.
all volunteers who have not already been enrolled in or who shall not immediately
cause themselves to be enrolled in either the First Brigade or the extra battalion.
This order will be rigidly and immediately enforced. He will organize the troops of
the brigade into squads and battalions. Each squad shall consist of at least twentyfive men and each battalion of at le^t three squads. The commanding officer of each
battalion and squad shall be appointed by the commanding officer of the brigade,
All other battalion and squad officers shall
subject to the major-general's approval.
be appointed by the commander of the battalion or squad, with the approval of the
officer commanding the brigade.
The squads will be organized into companies as speedily as possible and the companies into regiments.
The cavalry of this brigade and one or more squads of artillery may be temporarily
attached to any division of the State Guard, upon the application of the commander of
such division. A daily report of the strength and condition of such cavalry or squad
shall, however, be made to the commanding officer of the brigade.
VI. The term of service of anyone volunteering to enter the Confederate service
begins from the date of his enrollment in an organized company, or from the date
of the organization of the comi:)any when he enlists in an unorganized conipanj\
The pay of those enlisted within twenty miles of these headquarters will begin from
the date of their enrollment by the proper officer of either the First or the Second
Brigade or of the extra battalion.
The troops remain in the pay of the State until the transmission of the muster
rolls to the Secretary of War, which act transfers them to the Provisional Army of
the Confederate States and puts them in the pay of the Confederate Government.
VII. Xo one except the quartermaster or connnissary of one of the brigades or of
the extra battalion shall purchase any stores or supplies of any kind for the use of
the troops in this corps nor give a receipt for any article obtained for their use, nor
shall any such quartermaster or commissary issue subsistence or supplies of any kind
to any company, squad, or individual, except upon requisition in due form, approved
by the commander of the brigade or extra l)attalion, nor shall such connnander
approve any requisition unless the troops for whom it shall be made be duly enrolled
in his brigade or battalion.
Any officer who shall presume to disobey this order
will be held to a strict accountability.
VIII. The quartermaster, connnissary, and ordnance officer of the First Brigade
will each take an exact inventory of all the public property within the brigade
belonging to his department; and after obtaining therefor the proper receipts (in
the form required by the regulations for the government of the armies of the Confederate States) from the officers to whom the same has been delivered, he will
receipt in due form to the quartermaster-general and commissary-general of the
State for such property.
4.
5.
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IX. No discharge will be hereafter granted to anj' soldier of the State Guard upon
the ground of " reenlistment for twelve months or longer" unless he shall Ijring a
certificate from the adjutant of one of the brigades or of the extra battalion that he
has been duly enrolled in such brigade or battalion.
X. The Confederate Government will not accept any additional coni2)anies of
cavalry unless they enlist for the war.
By order of INIaj. Gen. S. Price:

Wm. H. Brand,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Ibid., p. 739.]

On the 28th of January Col. Thomas L. Snead was dispatched to
Eichmond with the rolls of the completed organizations (Offieial Records
of the Union and Confederate Armies. Series I, Vol, VIII, p. 744),
and on the 5th of Fel)riiary the Secretar}- of War. acknowledg-ino- the
receipt of General Price's letter of Januai'.y 17, quoted above, assured
him, in efl'ect, that it had always been the intention of the President
to appoint him a major-general in the Confederate service as soon as
a number of troops should be mustered in from Missouri sufficient to
form a division. The Secretarj-'s letter, which contains several items
of information besides that relating to General Price's appointment,
is

here quoted.

War Department, Ridtmond, February 5, 1862.
Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Springfield, Mu.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 17th ultimo.
I am
much gratified to learn that you are proceeding successfully in the effort to organize
troops for service under the Confederacy and have already a brigade under Col.
Henry Little.
The President, whose

intention it has always been to secure your services in the
cause as soon as a number of troops could be mustered in from Missouri
sufficient to form a division, at first thought of tendering you the nomination of commander of the brigade already formed as a preliminary to the further nomination to
command a division as soon as another brigade could be formed, but he has been
arrested by the fear that your removal from the command of the State troops before
the transfer was complete might have the effect of breaking up your present forces
before your new command was organized.
I have to request that at your earliest convenience you forward to me (and it will
be held confidential if you wish it) a list of the officers of your State troops competent, in your opinion, to command brigades, in the order of their merit.
It is a
most difficult and thankless task to select commanders, and at this distance from the
scene of action we are entirely at a loss how to determine on the capacity of those
recommended for high military commands.
You seem from the terms of your letter to he under some misapprehension when
you say that you hope the transfer of the troops already brigaded will he accepted
without any unnecessary delay. The troops are already accepted at the instant you
have them mustered into service; we require nothing further, l^ut in order to secure
the return of the muster rolls to this department I have generally refused to furnish
the commissions for the regimental staff until I had the muster rolls.
You are aware that under our organization each regiment is entitled to the following staff, viz: One assistant quartermaster, one assistant commissary, one surgeon,
one assistant surgeon, one chaplain, and one adjutant. We are in the habit of nominating these on the recommendation of the colonels of the regiments, and as fast as
regiments are formed the colonels ought to consult their regiments and send me a
list of the staff they desire to have nominated.
We are making every effort to raise for your aid such a force in Arkansas, Texas,
northern Louisiana, as shall be able, when combined with your own troops, to make
a vigorous campaign, commencing, if possible, by 10th to 15th next month.
I am, your obedient servant,

common

J. P.

Benjamin, Secretary of War.

[Ibid., p. 747.]

On the 3d of February, 1862, under the provisions of an act approved
January 28, 1862, entitled ""An act to authoi'ize the President to call
upon the several States for troops to serve for three j'cars or during
S. Doc. 412
20
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the war," the governor of Missouri was called upon to furnish the
This recjuisition, of which the
State's quota of "'about 71,000 men."
followino- is a copy, was, however, (lualiticd hy the remark that under
the peculiar circumstances under which Missouri was phu-cd it could
not !)(' iiopcd that the governor would he able at once to furnish the
number of men rcciuired,
CONFEDEKATE STATES OF AMERICA,

WaR

Iiiclimoii(1,

DEPARTMENT,

Va., Feliruary 3, 1S62.

C. F. Jackson, Governor of Missouri.
Sir: Congress has recently passed a law entitled "An act to authorize the President to call upon the several States for troops to serve for three years or during the
war," and, in at'cordance with its provisions, I have been instructed by the President to make a call on the several States for a number of men, to be enlisted f(jr the
war, sufficient to till up a quota equal to 6 per cent, of the entire white population.
Under these instructions the nuhiber of troops required from your State would be
Under the peculiar
al)Out 71,000 men, or (S9 regiments of 800 men on an average.
circumstances in whicli INIissouri is placed, and the difficulties which embarrass her
authorities, I can not hope that you will be able at present to meet the requisition,
which it is, however, my duty to make.
I therefore respectfully call on your excellency to raise and have mustered into
the Confederate service the above-named number (if regiments, or so many thereof
These regiments will be called into camps
as it may be possible for you to oljtain.
Tliey will there be clothed, subof instruction, which you are invited to select.
Each man will receive
sisted, and arine<l at the expense of the Confederate States.
a bounty of ?.50 when mustered into service, as well as transportation from his home
to the jilace of rendezvous.
It is earnestly hoped that your excellency will spare no effort to liave your troops
ready for the held by March 15, at which date it is confidently believed you will be
joined by the forces of your sister States in such numbers as will enable us, by conjoint effort, to drive the invader from the soil of Missouri.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. P. Benjamin, tSecrelary of War.
[Ibid., Series IV, Vol.

I,

p. 906.]

The State authorities were at this time strenuously engaged in the
enlistment of volunteers for the Confederate service, and it does not
appear that their action was or could be in any way aft'ected by the
requisition just qiujted.
According to a return made by the adjutant and inspector general
of the Confederate States, the Missouri troops in the Confederate
It has, however, been
service February 28, 1862, numbered 3,200.
shown in tliis paper that there were then several regiments in process
of organization not inchided in this return.
On the i;»th of March General Price advised the Secretary of War
that about o.OOt* of his connnand had already been sworn into the Confederate service and that he felt assured that the bulk of the remainder
wotdd follow their example when it l)ccame known that he had been
appointed a major-general in the service of the Confederate States.
His letter to the Secretary is as follows:

Headquarters Missouri State Guard,
Camp Van Barm, Arhaiisafi, Marcli 19, 1S63.
Hon.

J. P. Ben.iamin,
Sem'tarii of War, Richmond, Va.

have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your valued comnninication
It would have met with earlier attt'ution but that cin'umstances
surrounding me since its reception, ere this well known to you, have forced the
Sir:

I

of the 5tii ultimo.

delay.
In accordance with your re([uest I herewith give the names of othcers in the State
Guard comiietent to command brigades; they are named in order of tlieir merit, as
estimateil by me:
1. Col. Henry Little, commanding brigade, reported.
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Brig. Gen. ^Martin E. Green, commanding Second Division.
Brig. Gen. A. E. Steen, commanding Fifth Division.
4. Brig. Gen. M. ]\I. Parsons, commanding Sixth Division.
5. Brig. Gen. D. M. Frost, commanding Seventli Division.
Brig. Gens. William Y. Slack and Iildwin W. Price I prefer not to classify.
The
first, i)ecause severely wounded in the engagement of the 7tli and 8th instant; the second because now a prisoner of war, having been captured some weeks since when
on his return to the army from north Missouri with recruits. Besides, he is
son.
Both are officers of marked gallantry and energy. I commend to your consideration,
as chief of artillery in this division. Brig. Gen. ]M. Lewis Clark.
The larger part of the State (juard, I think, will enlist in the Confederate service,
and t(j the i^romotion of this object I shall direct every practicable energy.
men, numbers of them, would have entered that service before, but were determined
From a telegram from a friend of the 6th
first to know who was to command them.
I learn that my nomination as a major-general in the Confederate service was that
day confirmed by the senate. I have no official knowledge of the fact. About 5,000
command have been sworn into the Confederate service, and I now feel
of
assured that the bulk of the remainder will follow their example when they know
2.

3.

my

My

*******

my

my

appointment has been made.
I

have the honor,

sir,

to remain,

most

respectfully,

your obedient servant,
Sterlinct Price,

Major-Genend, Commanding Missouri State Guard.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. VIII, p. 792.]

A few da3^s later, on the 8th of April, 1862, General Price relinquished the command of the Mis.souri State Guard, and in a general
order, quoted in the last chapter, appealed to such of his men as had
not already enlisted in the Confederate service to follow him into that
service.

General Price was now a major-general

in the Confederate Army,
command of a division of the Army of the West, under the command of Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, whom he accompanied, with his

in

Missouri troops, to the east of the Mississippi Riv^er.
On the 23d of August General Price, then commanding the District
of the Tennessee, under instructions from the Secretary of War
which have not been discovered, authorized and directed Lieut. Col.
Waldo P. Johnson, Fourth Missouri Infantry, to proceed west of the
Mississippi River to meet and organize Missouri troops for the Confederate service.
In the execution of these instructions Colonel Johnson was to be subject to the orders of Major-General Holmes, commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department. The text of his instructions here follows:
Headquarters District op the Tennessee,
Tupelo, August ^3, 1862.
Lieut. Col.

Waldo

P.

Johnson,

Fourth Missouri

Colonel:

You

Infaiitr}/.

in compliance with the accompanying copy of instructions,
sent to me under date of the 12th instant by the Secretary of War, authorized and
directed to proceed forthwith beyond the Mississippi, in order to meet and organize
such Missouri troops as have entered, or may volunteer to enter, the Confederate
service.
You will to this end establish as rapidly as possible one or more camps of
rendezvous at such points as you may find to be most convenient, and order into
them all Missouri troops, in whatever part of that State they may be. You will
appoint over each camp a commandant, with such acting staff officers as the necessities of the service may require.
These will, by virtue of such appointments, be
authorized to provide subsistence, forage, etc., for the use of the troops. You will
organize these troops without unnecessary delay into companies, battalions, and regiments in strict conformity to the instructions given in the letter from the Secretary of War, and forward the nnister rolls, with a list of the acting field and staff
officers, to me, together with such remarks as may be necessary to advise me fully
are,
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your manner of executiii<); these instructions. It may be expedient for you to
authorize iudivithials to enlist and muster in trooj)S before they reach the camps of
rendezvous. This power must l)e exercisi'd by you with tlie ffreatest caution, and
the men must be ordered into camp without any delay whatever. You will transmit a coi)y of these instructif)ns to the major-tjeneral connuandinfj: the Trans-Mississii)pi I)ei>artment, and rejiort to him from timi' to time your action under them,
and you are particularly directed to obey jifomptly and strictly all Ids orders and
instructions, throuu;h whomsoever they may be conuuunicated to you.
In conferrinj; uj)on you these important powers I manifest the <i;reat confidence Avhich I repose
in your patriotism, prudence, and sound common sense qualities whicli are essential to the i)roper discharge of the ^rrave (hities wdiich have been devolved upon j'ou.
I am, very resjjectfully, your obedient servant.
Sterling Price,
an to

—

Major-GeiHTfil,
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. LIII,

p.

Onnmanding.

S24.]

Transmitting a copy of these instructions to the Secretary of War,
General Price sugg-estecl the propriety of aiitiiorizino- certain citizens
named hy liim to raise troops witiiin the State of Missouri for the
Confederate service. His letter to the Secretary' is here (pioted:
Headquarters District of the Tennessee,
Tupelo, August 23, 1862.

Hon. George W. Randolph, Secretary of Tfar.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the
12th instant, and to say that I have in accordance therewith authorized Lieut. Col.
Waldo P. Johnson, of the Fourth Missouri Infantry, to proceed beyond the Missiasippi f(jr the purpose of meeting and organizing the jNlissouri troops.
A copy of my
instructions to him are herewith transmitted to you.
I am in doubt whether your
letter empowers me, or whether, indeed, the rules of the department pernnt you to
empower me to confer authority upon anyone to raise troops in Missouri. The distance of that State from the seat of government, however, and the consequent ditliculty of communicating with the Department of War, and the peculiar condition of
itself, all require that rules different from those that govern in the other
States of the Confederacy should prevail there.
I therefore respectfully suggest to
you the propriety of authorizing certain citizens of that State to raise troops within
it for the Confederate service, which troops, when raised, will be reported to Colonel
Johnson or some other Confederate officer. I beg leave to mention to you in this
connection the names of the following gentlemen who nnght be safely intrusted with
that authority. The Senators and Representatives from Missouri can advise you more
particularly as to the fitness of these gentlemen, and they will be able to suggest to
you (ither names wdiich do not now occur to me: James H. McBride, of Texas County;
Edwin W. Price, of Chariton; John B. Clark, jr., of Howard; John Q. Burliridge, of
Pike; PMward B. Hull, of Pike; Leonidas [C] Campbell, of Greene; Jo.«eph C. Porter, of Lewis; John T. Hughes, of Clinton; Thomas McCarty, of Way; J. J. Clarkson, of Lawrence; Robert W. Crawford, of Dade; Charles B. Alexander, of Pettis;
Caleb Dorsey, of Pike; D. Herndon Lindsay, of Saline; John II. Halley, of Putnam;
Richard H. Musser, of Chariton; Ebenezer Magoffin, of Pettis; R. A. Boughan, of
Vernon; Benjamin F. Walker, of Cedar; Francis J. Smith, of Jeffer.son; W. L. Jeffers, of Cape Girardeau; William H. Matthews, of Washington; [W. C] Quantrill,
of Jackson; J(dni T. Coffee, of Dade; Alonzo W. Slayback, of Buchanan; Louis A.
Welton, of Saint Louis; David C. Woods, of Saint Louis;
Bruce, of Monroe;
Fritz McCulloch, of Shelby.
I have directed I\[r. Edward T. Fristoe to accomi)any
Colonel Johnson as acting assistant adjutant-general to aid in the organization of the

the State

He is a graduate of the Virginia ^lilitary Institute, and was at the breaking out of the war professor of mathematics in the Fniversity of ^Missouri. He has
been with the army for some time, and is a gentleman of high character, ability,
and exiierience, and I hojjc that the President may be i)leased to confer ui)on him
an appointment with appropriate rank.
I have the honor to be, with the greatest resjiect, your obedient servant,

trooi)s.

Sterlin(; Price,
Major-Gi'iicral,

Commanding.

[Il)id., p. 82.S.]

No

record has been found of any action having been taken by the
General Price's recommendations, but Lieuteiuint-

War Department on
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Colonel Johnson, whose authority was enlarg-ed by General Holmes,
soon (lispatclied agents to Missouri for the purpose of recruiting
within the l)()rders of the State. On the l.jth of September he wrote
to (xeneral Price:
LiTTi.i': Rock, Akk., Sejiletnbcr 15, 18G2.
Maj. Geii. Stekijng Price.
General: I arrived here about one week since, reported to Major-General Holrnew,
who contirnied and enlarged my authority, modifying it in one particular only, requiring me to report to him alone otticially the result of my efforts at recruiting in Missouri, and re<iuesting me at the same time to advise you of the change, ^oon after I
reached here I dispatcdie I al>out thirty persons to different parts of Missouri for the
purpose of enlisting and swearing into the service of the Confederate States Army all
the able-bodied men they coukl meet with, to have them reprxrted at camp for organization and instruction, remaining here myself, at the request of General Holmes, for
the purpose of having an interview with "Governor Jackson, who was then expected
daily.
On yesterday the governor arrived, and after a long interview between the
governor and general, at which I was present, the governor turned over to General
Holmes all the State property at this place, emljracing a large amount of clothing and
other army stores, also all now in [Mississippi. The governor also made an order turning over all the State Guards now in ^lissouri to the Confederate States, requiring
them to report to me, withdrawing from all persons all power to recruit in future for
the Missouri State Guard. I have not seen General Parsons, but arrangements are
on fo(jt to turn his entire command over to the Confederate States service, and I think
it will be successful, as Governor Jackson, General Hindman, and General Parsons
are all trying to effect it in a manner satisfactory to the men.
Quite a large numlier of troops has already been organized along the southern
border of Missouri, and from all the information I have obtained I believe there are
many more to be collected and organized. But unfcjrtunately there have been feuds
and diriiculties of almost every kind among them, which have annoyed General
Holmes very much, but I think he has adjusted most of the embarrassing cases, and
They have been
I hope in future, if possible, to avoid difiiculties of a like character.
such as are incident to the organization of volunteer forces everywhere.

*

*****

*

Waldo

[Ibid., Series

I, V..1.

XIII,

P.

Johnson.

p. S80.]

It may here be mentioned that by an act of the Confederate Congress, approved September 23, 1862, provision was made for the payment of officers and men enrolled in the Confederate service under the
command of General Price, ''in the State of Missouri.'" for the
periods between the dates of their enrollment and the dates of their
acceptance as Confederate troops. Following is a copy of the act:

AN ACT

to i)ro\

i<lf

lor the

payment

of certain claims against the

Confederate States in

tlie

State of

Missouri.
77/<? Concjress of the (Jonfederate States of America do enact, That all officers and soldiers belonging to the Confederate States service who were enrolled into said service
under the command of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, in the State of Missouri, shall be
allowed by the (luartermasters of the respective corps in the Confederate Army to
which sucii officers and soldiers may belong, compensation according to the laws of
the Confederate States for that period of their service between the time of such
troojts having been actually enrolled in the Confederate service and the time of their
regular acceptance by the proper authorities as Confederate troops.

*******

Approved, Septend)er

23, 1862.

[Ibid., Series IV, Vol. II, p. 91.]

On

the 2d of October. ist>2. an order was issued by the

War Depart-

ment sus})ending the execution of the conscription act of April 16,
1862, "and of all tlie amendments thereto," in the State of Missouri.
It was also provided that, until further orders, troops from that State
should be received into the Confederate service under the previous
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This order, in so far as
legislation of the Confederate Congress.
related to the State of Missouri, reads as follows:
General Okders,
No.

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office,

\

74.

it

Richmond, October

i

Tlie execution of the act

approved April

£,

1862.

commonly called the

conscription act, and of all the amendments thereto, is suspended, by direction of the Presi*
*
*
and Missouri. Troops from those States will, until
dent, in the States of
further orders, be received into the Confederate service under the acts passed by
the Confederate Congress prior to the passage of the act above referred to, the
1.

16, 1862,

*******

execution of which

By

is

hereby suspended.

order:

S.

Cooper, Adjutant and Lispector General.

[Ibid., p. 106.]

That the effect of the foregoing order may be understood it is necessary to here quote a portion of the conscription act to which it refers:
AN ACT

to further

provide for the public defense.

In view of the exigencies of the country, and the absolute necessity of keeping in
the service our gallant army, and of placing in the field a large additional force to
meet the advancing columns of the enemy now invading our soil: Therefore,
Section 1. llie Congress of the Confederate iStates of America, do enact, That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to call out and place in the military service of
the Confederate States, for three years, unless the war shall have been sooner ended,
all white men who are residents of the Confederate States, between the ages of
eighteen and thirty-five years at the time the call or calls may be made, who are not
legally exempted from military service.
All of the persons aforesaid who are now in
the armies of the Confederacy, and whose term of service will expire before the end
of the war, shall be continued in the service for three years from the date of their
original enlistment, unless the war shall have been sooner ended.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
Approved, April 16, 1862.
'

[Ibid., Series IV, Vol.

I,

p. 1095.]

It would appear that the suspension of the execution of the conscription act in the State of Missouri was not construed b}^ the Confederate
authorities as exempting the Missouri volunteers from the prolongaTheir
tion of their terms of service under the provisions of the act.
detention in the service after the expiration of the period for which
they were originally enlisted, in connection with their enforced service
east of the Mississippi River in violation of assurances given at the
time of their enlistment, was the cause of serious disaffection in one of
the brigades, calling forth from General Price a strong appeal to the
patriotism and patience of its members.
This appeal, in which General Price referred at great length to the causes of complaint and the
grounds upon which the}^ were based, was published in a general order,
dated Deceml)er 1-i, 1862, of which the following is a copy:

Special Orders,
No. 82.

|

i

Headquarters Second Corps, Department of
Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana,
Grenada, Miss., December

I.

The major-general commanding has learned with very profound

14, 1862.

regret that the

troops of Green's brigade are greatly disaffected by reason of their l)eing kept upon
this .side of the ]\Iississipi)i River, and i)articularly by the detention in the service
))eyond their original term of enlistment.
He lias lieen informed that there is
danger that some of them may, under the impulse of this disaffection (which has
been artfully intensified by designing men), do acts which will not only ])ring disgrace upon themselves and their families but uiwn their comrades and their State,
and which may bring disaster and ruin upon the cause for wliich lliey have done and

VOLUNTEERS.
suffered so
advice.

much.

He

therefore asks theui to listen to a few words of counsel
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He admits they have much seeming cause to be discontented. They were, most of
them, enlisted under his assurance that they would not lie Ijrought away from ^lissouri, but would be i^ermitted to tight there for the independence of their own State
and for the defense or the recovery of their own homes. He believes that without
that assurance they would have preferred to fight, as they had theretofore fought, an
unpaid soldiery under that flag of Missouri beneath whose folds they had never suffered defeat, but under which they had won victories which will never be forgotten
so long as valor and patriotism shall be honored among men.
He gave that assurance in perfect good faith, believing then, as he believes now, that he was authorized
to give it. The men who had enlisted under that assurance were nevertheless imme-.
diately transferred to this side of the Mississippi River, far away from their invaded
homes and their hapless families, and they had hardly l)een brought hither l)efore
thej' were impressed as it were into the service beyond the period of their original
and voluntary enlistment.
He admits that these facts have given them too much geeming cause to believe
that the Government has designedly entrapped them into its service, and artful men
have, he has been told, used these facts to convince them that they have been
wronged and outraged by it, and that they ought to resist its attempts to hold them
in

its

service.

the major-general commanding believed this, and that the Government had
acted thus basely, he would place himself at your head and lead you back to the
State of your devotion and his love, and no obstacle should prevent him. But, soldiers,
he does not believe it. The Government may have erred; it has not willfully or
intentionally wronged you.
The major-general commanding has never ceased to urge your transfer back to the
Trans-Mississippi Department.
He has never, since this war begun, lost sight of the
smoke of your camps but once, and then he left you reluctantly to go to Richmond
in order to entreat the President to send you and him Ijack to Missouri to battle
there for the Confederacy. He has recently forwarded other urgent entreaties to the
same effect, and one of his staff is even now in Richmond awaiting the President's
answer to them, and he has been informed that the President says that you shall be
sent back to Missouri as soon as you can be spared from this place. Await his answer
with that patient forbearance which becomes the good citizen as well as the brave
If

soldier.

The major-general commanding has

carefully examined the laws relating to this
and he thinks that there can be no doubt that the terms of enlistment of all
the Missouri troops in this corps between the ages of eighteen and forty years have
been extended by the provisions of those acts to three years from their date of enlistment in the Confederate service if the war shall last so long.
The law of April 16 says in so many words that "all the persons aforesaid (that is
to say, all white men who are residents of the C'onfederate States between the ages
of eighteen and thirty-five years) who are now in the armies of the Confederacy, and
whose term of service will expire before the end of the war, shall he continued in
the service for three years from the date of their original enlistment, unless the war
shall have been sooner ended," and no subsequent act, in his opinion, changes that
provision except to extend the age to forty years.
Thi.s may, and doubtless does, seem hard to you, but it is a hardship which bears
upon the citizens of everj- State alike, and surely you, who have shown yourselves
to be so brave and patriotic, will not claim exemption from a law which has been
manfully submitted to by the citizens of every State in the Confederacy.
Soldiers of Missouri be patient be as you have heretofore been, long-suffering and
obedient.
Remember what you owe, not only to yourselves and to your families,
but to the memory of the l)rave comrades who have already fallen in this death
struggle.
Remember that tliey have died that you may be free.
You have by your exalted patriotism and your glorious services not only won for
yourselves the respect of the world and the love of the Southern people, but you
have made the name of Missouri honored wherever the history of your deeds has
been told. Throw not away by an act of cowardly desertion all that you have so
hardly and so gloriously won, and l)ring not disgrace upon the name which you have
made so honored just at the day and perhajis at the hour when you may he reaching
the wished-for goal of all your struggles and all your hopes.
Remember that you are the inheritors and should be the defenders of the honors
and glories which cluster about the old State Guai'd. Hold the old lianner still
aloft and trail it not home in distrrai-e.
No past services, however glorious, can save from dishonor him who meanly
subject,

!

;

:
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and his comrades in the hour of danger nor shield his wife and
the shame. and ignominy which cHng ever after to the deserter's
family.
l>ut if there be among you one cowardly enough to desert let him consider
the difficult ii's which obstruct his path and rcmenit)er the fate which awaits him.
From that fate the major-general commanding i-an not save him if he would.
Be then patient for awhile. Every effort is being made to accomplish your
wishes and to take you back to your homes. Thwart not those efforts by mutinoi^i^;
behavior or dastardly desertion.
The major-general commanding claims the right to speak to you plainly. He has
never deceived you. He has never hesitatetl to share your every discomfort and
your every danger. He might at any time have gone l)ack to Missouri to conmiand
He miglit go there to-morrow if he
a new army had lie been willing topart from you.
would consent to leave you but he will never abandon the brave soldiers and longsuffering men whom he has led from the l)eginning, who have always followed him
so nobly, and who have won for him all the honor and glory which a partial people
has lavished uj)on him. He asks that you will continue to stand by him as he has
stood by you and as he will stand by you to the end.
By order of Major-General Price

deserts his country

children from

;

:

Thos. L. Snead,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol.

XVH,

Part

II, p. 794.]

As regards the recruiting service west of the Mississippi, Maj.
Gen. Theophilus H. Hohiies, commanding the Trans-Mississippi
Department, wrote November 15, 1862, that he had in his arni}^ al)out
6,000 Missouri recruits that he had caused to be organized into regiments and mustered into the Confederate service for three years or
the war. The entire recruiting service, he said, had been placed in
Following is an extract of his
the hands of Col. Waldo P. Johnson.
report

*******
*******
Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department,
Little

Rock, Ark., Nornnber 15, 1862.

Hon. Secretary op War:

in this army about 6,000 Missouri recruits.
They are in the service in
sorts of ways, having been raised, some under the Missouri authorities, some
under the Confederate authorities, and some under no authority at all, except that
of the officers raising them.
I have had them all organized into regiments and reguThe entire recruiting
larly mustered into the service for three years or the war.
service I have placed under Col. W. P. Johnson, who was sent here for that purpose
by General Price, acting under your authority.

There are

all

am,

very respectively, your obedient servant,
Tii. H. Holmes,
[Ibid., Series I, Vol. XIII, p. 918.]
I

sir,

M((j()r-Creneral.

29, 1S68, Maj. Gen. T. C. Hindreferred to the difficulties encountered in procuring recruits and
the measure of, success obtained under the discouraging circumstances
under which the service was conducted, there being then tw(>lvc tine
regiments and threc^ batteries of Missouri troops serving in the TransMississippi Department.
He said:

Writing on the same subject, June

man

Richmond, Va., June
Gen.

I

S.

29, 1863.

Cooper,

Adjutant and Inspector General.
General: As a report supplementary to the one made l)y me on the 19tli instant,
beg to mention here the otHcers to whom I am most indebted for assistance in the

labor performed while commanding the Trans-Mississi])pi District.
In the enrollment and organization of troops from Missouri Hrigadier-CTcnerals
Parsons and McBride, Colonels Clark, Payne, Jackman, Thompson, Porter, MacDonald, and Shelby, Lieutenant-Colonels Caldwell, Lewis, and Johnson, Majors

313

VOLUNTEERS.

Murray, Musser, and Pintlall, and Captains Standish, Buchanan, Cravens, Peery^
In estimatinjyr the value
Quantrill, and Harrison were especially zealous and useful.
of their labors and of the many other devoteil men who assisted them, it is to he considered that, in order to brin<j: out recruits from their State, it was necessary to go
within the enemy's lines, taking the risks of detection and punishment as spies,
secretly collecting the men in squads and companies, arming, equipping, and sub; sting them by stealth, and then moving them rai)idly southward through a country
swarming with Federal soldiers and an organized militia, and whose population
could only give assistance at the hazard of confiscation of property and even death
itself.
That they succeeded at all under such circumstances is attributaljle to a courage and fidelity unsurpassed in the history of the war. That they did succeed
beyond all expectation is shown by the twelve fine regiments and three batteries of
Missouri troops now serving in the Trans-Mississippi Department.

*******
I

have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. C.

HiXDMAX, Major- GeiieraL

[Ibid., p. 45.]

Besides the general authority before given to (>ol. Waldo P. Johnson as recruiting agent for the State of Missouri, it appears that special authority was given him b}" Lieut, Gen. E. Kirby Smith, then
coujmanding the Trans-Mississippi Department, to go into the State
of Missouri and there enlist, for twelve months, volunteer companies
for the Confederate service.
No record of this special authority has
been found, but. based thereon, authority' was given Colonel Johnson
bj' Governor Reynolds to impress, in the name of the State and on
its credit, such supplies as he might deem necessaiy in the prosecution of his work.
A copy of the governor's order on this subject
dated June 27, 1803, with other orders thereto attached, was captured
by the Federal troops and is here reproduced:
Military Special Orders, \

Executive Department, State of Missouri,

Little Rock, Ark., June 27, 1863.
Johnson, of the Provisional Army of the Confederate States of
America, having been authorized by Lieutenant-General Smith, commanding the
Trans-^NIississippi Department, to go into the State of Missouri and there enlist, for
tw'elve months, volunteer companies for the service of the Confederate States, authority is hereby granted to Col. Waldo P. Johnson, by himself, or his agent therefor by
him appointed in Avriting, to impress, in the name of the State of Missouri and on
its credit, all supplies which he may deem necessary or useful in his recruiting

No.

I.

Col.

12.

Waldo

)

P.

service.

Whenever

supplies are impressed under this order a written certificate shall
from whom the same are impressed, setting forth the quantity, description, and market value thereof, the person from whom and the place at
which they are taken, that the same are impressed under this order, and that compensation will hereafter be made therefor on satisfactory evidence of the lovalty of
the owner thereof to the State of ^lissouri and the Confederate States of America
during the present war.
III. A full and accurate account shall be rendered to the quartermaster-general of
the State of 3Iissouri of all property impressed under this order, specifying as far as
possible the supplies used before and those used after the muster into the Confederate service of the company to which the recruits receiving such supi)lies may belong.
IV. Every appointment by Col. Waldo P. Johnson of an agent under this order
shall be accompanied by a copy of this order, certified by Col. Waldo P. Johnson,
and no such agent shall have any authority to appoint anysubagent unless expressly
thereto authorized in writing by Col. Waldo P. Johnson.
II.

be given

to the person

Thos. C. Reynolds,
Governor of 3Imo".ri and Commander in Chief Mliisouri State Guards.

A

true copy:

Waldo P. JoHX.soy,
Lieutenant-Colonel Fourth Missouri Infantry.
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June
Having authorized

27, 1863.

Edward

B. Hull to recruit in the State of ^lissouri, he is
hereby authorized to exercise the following powers granted in the foregoing order
of Thomas C. Reynolds, governor of the State of Missouri, to wit:
When ht^ recruits troops for the Confederate service he is authorized to impress provisions for his men and forage for their teams, and also the necessary transportation,
keeping an accurate account of the amount taken and the disposition made of the same,
being, careful in all proceedings to conform strictly with the provisions of said order.
Col.

Waldo

P.

Johnson,

Lieutenant- Colonel Fourth Missouri Infantry.

Colonel Hull is authorized to empower as
in compliance with the foregoing order.

many

as six persons to impress supplies

Waldo

P.

Johnson,

Lieutenant- Colonel Fourth Missouri Lifantry.

Captain Chambers is authorized to exercise the powers granted in the foregoing
order for all troops raised under my orders.
E. B. Hill,
Colonel on Recruiting' Service.
[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol.

XXXIV,

Part

I, p.

645.]

As a part of the record it may be here stated that on August 8, 1863,
Lieutenant-General Smith, commandino- the Trans-Mississippi Department, requested Governor Re^ynolds to furnish from his State a brigade of cavalry (Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies,
Series IV, Vol. 11, p. 70:2), but no record has been found of the action
taken on this request.
On the 12th of September, 1863, Brig. Gen. F. M. Cockrell, of the
First Missouri Brigade, then commanding the division of Missouri
troops east of the Mississippi River, in parole camp at Demopolis,
Ala., addressed the War Department relative to the condition of the
division, its reduction by losses in battle, and the impossibility of
obtaining recruits from the west side of the river. In view of existing conditions he requested that Missourians belonging to the Trans-

Mississippi Department, captured by the Federal troops and returned
to the Confederate lines east of the river, be attached permanentl}' to
the regiments and batteries of the division under his command.
Following is a cop3^ of his letter:
Demopolis, Ala., SeiHember

Oen.

S.

12, 1863.

Cooper,

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.
General: I most respectfully and earnestly apply through you to the Secretary of
AVar to have all the ISIissourians belonging to the Trans-Mississippi Department who
have been and may hereafter be captured and sent into our lines )iy way of City
Point and Richmond, Va., ordered into and attached permanently to the Missouri
regiments and l)atteries of this division, now east of the Mississippi River. There are
six infantry regiments and two cavalrj^ regiments and five batteries in this division.
The six infantry regiments and three batteries compose the First Brigade, iNIissouri
Volunteers, to connnand which I am assigned, liy order of the Secretary of War, in
my appointment as Ijrigadier-general. This First Brigatle lost in the series of battles
preceding and during the siege of Vicksburg, in killed, wounded, and missing, 1,.389
,men about one-half of its strength. These regiments and batteries are greatly
reduced. The First and Fourth Infantry regiments were consolidated last fall by
mutual consent of theothcers, the ten companies of each regiment being consolidated
into live companies, making one consolidated regiment of ten companies.
The First
Regiment of Missouri C'avalry and Third Battalion of Missouri Cavalry, l)()th now
dismounted and having served as infantry since April, 1S<52, and two batteries, now
compose the Second Brigade, lately I'onnnanded by P>rig. Gen. M. E. (xreen, who
was killed at Vicksburg, the Arkansas troops of this brigade, five or six regiments in

—

numl)er, having crossed the Mississipjn River after the capitulation of Vickslnirg.
This l)rigade is now commanded by Col. Elijah Gates, of the First INIissouri Cavalry,
and is likewise greatly reduced. Both l)rigades were cajitured at Vicksburg and are
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now in paroled camp at Demopolis, Ala. If this division of ^Missouri troops is to be
kept in the service east of the Mississippi River there are many cogent reasons and
arguments in favor of my application. There is now no possible chance to get
The Missourfans belonging to the Transrecruits from the west side of the river.
Mississippi Department who have been captured and passed into our lines by the
Federals, and are now at Camp Lee, Virginia, and Demopolis, Ala., and other points,
can not now cross the Mississippi River in any organization, and if they go at all
must go in small squads or .separately, and in whatever way they may go running
risks of being captured; and if effort is made to retain them east of the ^lississippi
River in any temporary organizations and not connected with troops from their own
State, they will naturally become disaffected, considering such only temi:)orary, and
will scatter and attempt to cross west of the river.
The regiments and batteries of this division are so greatly reduced and so much
decimated that a few more engagements will almost annihilate them and at least
compel many consolidations; and consolidations of old organizations are manifestly
injurious to the best interests of the service; and if such organizations can l)e possibly filled and kept distinct by recruits or troops from even new organizations; for
soldiers connected with old organizations, which have passed through the ordeal of
so many well-embattled fields, are inspired with a morale and a love of glory and
regimental honor which will naturally nerve their hearts and strengthen their arms
and lead them to deeds of daring and even desperation amid any danger. The TransMississippi Missourians, if ordered into our commands, will probably be of more
real value to our cause than they would he elsewhere, and if permanently attached
to our organizations under our officers and mustered and paid with our troops they
will become better satisfied than they otherwise would be, and will very soon become
thoroughly identified with the organizations to which they are attached. The First
and Fourth regiments of ^lissouri Infantry will probably be separated by the desire
and agreement of the officers, and if there are any companies at Camp Lee or elsewhere belonging to the Trans-^NIississippi Department, and already organized and
officered, such company or companies can be ordered into these regiments and still
maintain their company organizations and retain their officers. I do not desire any
commissioned officers to be ordered here except such as belong to organized commands, and are ordered here with their commands, and all troops ordered here
should be distinctly informed that it is permanent until otherwise ordered by the
Secretary of War. The gallantry of the troops of this division, shown wherever and
whenever they have encountered their oft-met and hated foes, the despoilers of their
homes and oppressors of their families and friends, and their patriotism and devotion, as shown so conspicuously at and since the capitulation of Vicksburg, and their
ardent desire to keep their present organizations distinct and separate, and to have
their thinned ranks filled, that they may continue to represent in force, in the gallant army of our loved and young Confederacy, their loved and native ^Missouri
their home now groaning under an unparalleled despotism and
own convictions
as to the very best interests of the service impel me to appeal most earnestly to you
for the immediate consunmiation of this application.
Trusting that this application may be cordially approved and receive earliest practicable attention, and that the trans-Mississippi Missourians now at Camp Lee and
Demopolis, Ala., or elsewhere, as well as those who may hereafter arrive, may be
ordered to and permanently attached to this command,
1 am, general, your obedient servant,
F. M. COCKRELL,
Brirjadier-General, First Missouri Brigade,
A7id now commanding Bovjen's Old Division, Missouri Troops.

—

[Ibid., Series

Thi.s

I,

my

Vol. LII, Part II, p. .^24.]

letter wa.s approved and forwarded
wa.s indor.sed l\v the Secretary of

Hardee, and

bv Lieutenant-General

War

as follows:

October

14, 1863.

Adjutant-General:
I am anxious to recruit this veteran brigade, and, if practicable, to maintain its
honored organizations. Such orders as is desired may Ije granted if there be any
Missourians at Camp Lee or arriving with exchanged prisoners to whom it would
apply, but if such men belong to other organizations they must be temporarily
assigned, unless with their own consent they are transferred.
If assigned, let it be
till

further orders.
J.

[Ibid., p. 526.]

A.

S.

[Seddon.]
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Pui'suant to the instructions of the Secretary, an order was issued
ottice of the Adjutant and Inspector General directing that
"all Missouri soldiers iy;)t engag-ed in actual service east of the Mississippi River,'' (i. e., those east of the Mississippi River not engaged
in actual service) be attached to General CockrclTs (First Missouri)
brigad(>; those belonging to military organizations west of the Mississipi)i to be temporarily and all others permanently so attached.
The chief of the conscription bureau was also directed to assign to
the same brigade all Missourians east of the Mississippi lia>)le to conscription.
The order on this subject reads as follows:

from the

*******
*******
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office,

Special Orders, \
No. 247.
/

Richmond, October

17, 1863.

IX. All Missouri soldiers not engaged in actual service east of the Mississippi River
commanding general of the First Missouri Brigade at Demopo-

will report to the
lis,

Ala.

The men belonging

to military organizations west of the Mississippi River will be
temporarily attached to the above-mentioned brigade. The remainder will be per-

manently attached.

The chief of the conscription bureau will order all Missourians east side of the
Mississippi liable to conscription to the same brigade.

By command

of the Secretary of

War:

Jxo. Withers, Assistant Adjutant-General.
[Ibid., Series I, Vol.

XXXII,

Part III, p. 673.]

On the 29th of Februar}^, 1864, Lieutenant-General Polk, then commanding at Demopolis, directed that all unattached men in his department belonging to regiments in the Trans-Mississippi Department be
formed into a trans-Mississippi battalion. His order was published in
a circular of which the following

is

a cop}^:

Headquarters, Demopolis, February 29, 1864.
department Iselonging to the regiments in the TransMississippi Department are ordered to report to Lieut. Col. H. C. Davis, Cahaba,
Ala., for the purpose of being organized into a trans-Mississippi battalion.
Circular.]
All unattached

By command

men

of

in this

Lieutenant-General Polk:
Thos. M. Jack, Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Ibid.]

This circular being in conflict with War Department Special Orders,
No. 247, quoted above, Lieut. Col. R. S. Bevier, a recruiting officer for
General Cockrell's brigade, addressed the Secretary of War as follows:
Richmond, Va., Mardi 24, 1864.
A. Seddox, Secretary of War.
Sir: I apjiend lierewith an order or circular issued by Lieut. Gen. L. Polk, which
conflicts with Si)ecial Orders, No. 247, of October 17, 186.3, issued by yourself in regard
to Missourians, and attaching all east of the Mississippi River and not in active
service at that time to tlie First ^Missouri Brigade, (Jeiieral Cockrell.
Fearing this
circular of Lieutenant-General Polk might i)roducea conflict of interests, and be considered to attach to Missourians who come through ])y the exchange and are sent on
to Cockrell's brigade by me to be tem]iorarily attached, altliough belonging to organizations in the Trans-]Mississij)i)i De])artment, I therefore respectfully ask that ( General
Polk's circular, as far as it ap]>lies to Missourians, may be suspended, as conflicting
with the said Special Orders, No. 247.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. S. Bevier,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Jiecruiting Officer, CockreWs Missouri Brigade.

Hon.

J.

[Ibid., p. 672.]
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Upon this represPiitation of the case General Polk was requested to
so modify his order that it would not eonliiet with the previous order
of the War Department respectino- the assignment of Missouri soldiers
The action of the War Department, as
to General CockrelFs brigade.
indorsed on Colonel Bevier's letter, was as follows:
March

28, 1864.

Ad.jutaxt-Gexeral:
Call General Polk's attention to the order respecting [Missourians to be attached
temporarily to General Cockrell's brigade, and request that his order be so modified
as not to conflict with it.
J. A. S. [Seddox.]

Ad.jutaxt axd Ixspector Gexeral's Office,

March

28, 1864-

Eespectfully referred to Lieutenant-General Polk, with attention invited to the
indorsement of the Secretary of War, and to Special Orders, Xo. 247, last series, from
this office, a copy of which is inclosed.
By order of Adjutant and Inspector General.

H.

L. Clay, Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Ibid., pp. 672, 673.]

No record has been found of the action, if any. taken by General
Polk on the order of the Secretary of War.
During- the summer and autumn of lS6-t. an invasion of the State of
Missouri b}^ General Price being in contemplation, special attention was
given to the subject of recruiting the Missouri forces in the TransMississippi Department.
On this subject General Price said in a letter

Governor Re\'nolds. June

to

2H, 1864:

I believe, as General Rains suggests, that we should send good recruiting officers
in advance of the army, supported by a cavalry force to enable him [them] to organize
their recruits, and they should be joined by the army before the enemy would have
time to concentrate a force to overwhelm them.

[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol. LIII, p. 999.]

In the same letter (Official Records of the Union and Confederate
I, Vol. LIII. p. 1000) General Price said:

Armies, Series

He
St.

[Col.

Sam. Woodson, an ex-memVjer of Congress] says there are 20,000
now armed and waiting to join me.

men

in

Louis alone

On

W.

R. Gause. Third Missouri Infantry,
War to report to General Price in
Missouri for the purpose of raising troops in that State, or for such
other assignment as General Price should direct. Following is a cop3'
of the Secretary's order:
the 3d of October, Col.

was ordered by the Secretary of

*******
*******

Special Orders, \
No. 2:37.
J

Adjctaxt axd Ixspector Gexeral's Office,
Richmond, October

6,

1864.

X. Col. W. R. Gause, Third Missouri Infantry, will proceed with least practicable
delay to the State of ^Missouri and report to Maj. Gen. S. Price for the purpose of
raising troops in that State, or such other assignment as may be directed by General
Price.

By command

of the Secretary of

War:

JoHX Withers,
Assistant Adjutant-General
[Ibid., Series IV, Vol. Ill, p. 713.]
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Of the results of General Price's
to the nunil)er of recruits obtained

confedp:rate.
campaign, in so far as they related
and the proposed distribution of

them, Maj. Gen. M. M. Parsons wrote, November lO, 186i:
Headquarters Parsons' Division,
Camden, Ark., November

16, 1864.

Maj. Gen. Sterling Price,
Contmandhuj Missouri Expedition.

******
*******

General: Allow

me

to congratulate

yon on your successful cani])aign

in ^Missouri.

Though you were unable to hold the State, the injury you inflicted on the enemy and
the large number ol recruits bi'ought out by you exceeded my most sanguine calculations.

*

stated to me your purpose before leaving for Missouri was, if you succeeded
in recruiting sufficiently, to till my old regiments to their maxinuim, a new regiment
should be added to my division in order to ecjualize the brigades. I have now five
regiments, one battalion sharpshooters, and two batteries. To fill all to the maxiand form the new regiment would take 5,900 men. I, by j^our direction, stated
officers on my return from
last visit to you your intentions on this subto
It was highly satisfactory.
They and the men were all content. Only two
ject.
After giving the complement of men 1 ask, I should like
desertions since you left.
very much to see another infantry division organized of Missourians, then take mine
and that and make a cor]is for you. You would have a connnand of infantry about
20,000 strong, which, ilrilled and equipped, would be the finest cordis in the service.

As you

mum

my

my

With great

respect

and esteem, your

friend, truly,
]M.

[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol.

XLI, Part IV,

M. Parsons, Major- General.

p. 1054.1

On this subject General Price said, in his report dated
1864, of his expedition into Missouri:

December 28,

I brought with me at least 5,000 new recruits, and they are still arriving in large
numbers daily within our lines, who bring the cheering intelligence that there are
more on their way to the army. After I passed the German settlements in Missouri
my march was an ovation. The people thronged around us and welcomed us with
open hearts and hands. Recruits flocked to our flag in such numbers as to threaten
In some
to become a burden instead of a benefit, as they were mostly unarmed.
counties the question was not who should go to the army, but who should stay at
home. I am satisfied that could I have remained in Missouri this winter the army
Avould have been increased 50,000 men.
[Ibid., Series I, Vol. XLI, Part I, p. 640.]

Like the Missouri State Guard, the Missouri volunteers in the Confederate service achieved for themselves an enviable reputation for
gallantry in the field, and such prestio-e as may have been lost to the
Missouri troops by the temporary disafl'ection among the mem])ers of
one brigade at the expiration of their original term of enlistment
appears to have been regained by the pledges su))sequently given by
certain regiments of service '' for forty years," if necessary to the success of the cause in which the}' were engaged.
In acknowledgment
of these "'pledges of fidelity to the cause of Southern independence"'
the Confederate Congress voted a resolution of thanks, of which the
following is a copy:
JOINT RESOLUTION

of tliatiks to Missouri officers and soldiers in tlie Confederate service east of
the Mississippi River.

Resolved by the Congre.ss of the Confederate Stales of America, That the thanks of Congress are eminently due, and are hereby tendered, to Brig. Gen. F. M. Cockrell, and
the officers and soldiers composing the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth
regiments of Missouri Infantry, First, Second, and Third regiments of Missouri Cavalry, the batteries of Bledsoe, Landis, Guibor, Walsh, Dawson, and Barret, and
Woodson's detached comjiany, all in the service of the Confederacy, east of the 3Iis-
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sissippi River, fur the prompt renewal of their pledges of fidelity to the cause of
Southern independence for forty years, unless independence and peace, without curtailment of l)Oundaries, shall be sooner secured.
Approved, May 23, 1864.

[Ibid., Series

I,

Vol.

XXXVIII,

Part III,

p.

1008.]

In the absence of the official returns and many of the muster rolls it
impossible to determine the number of Missouri volunteers in the
Confederate service, but after the consolidation of incomplete organizations there were, as nearl}^ as can be ascertained, sixteen regiments
and twelve battalions of cavalry, fourteen regiments and two battalions of infantry, and twenty-one companies of artillery, wdiich, at
the minimum strength, according to the Confederate plan of organization, would aggregate about 81,000 men of all arms.
In estimating the number of volunteer troops furnished by Missouri
to the Confederate States during the civil war it should, however, be
considered that many of the regiments were probably above the minimimi strength, and that large numbers of recruits were received to
supply the losses in battle, and from other casualties of the service.
is

LOCAL DEFENSE.
In the act of the general assembly of the State of Missouri, approved
l-l, 1861, quoted in this paper under the title of "jNIissouri State
Guard," division inspectors were authorized to organize companies of
Home Guards, to be composed of persons not within the age limits
required for membership of the regiments of the State Guard organized for general service.
Provision was also made by the Confederate Government for the
By an act of Congress
organization of corps for local defense.
approved August 21, 1861, the President was authorized to accept
volunteers "for the defense of exposed places or localities,'' or for
such special .service as he might deem expedient, such troops to be
mustered into the service of the Confederate States and to be subsisted
and paid for such time as they should be employed under the orders
Following is a copy of the act:
of the President.

May

AN ACT

to

provide for local defense and special service.

America do enact, That the President be, and
hereby, authorized to accept the services of vokinteers of such kind and in such
proportion as he may deem expedient, to serve for such time as he may prescribe,
for the defense of exposed places or locaUties, or such special service as he may deem
expedient.
Sec. 2. And such forces shall be mustered into the service of the Confederate
States, for the local defense or special service aforesaid, the muster roll setting forth
distinctly the services to be performed; and the said volunteers shall not be considered in actual service until thereunto specially ordered by the President. And they
shall be entitled to pay or subsistence only for such time as they may be on duty
under the orders of the- President or by his direction.
Sec. 3. Such volunteer forces, when so accepted and ordered into service, shall be
oro;anized in accordance with and sul>ject to all the provisions of the act entitled
"An art to provide for the public defense," approved March sixth, one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-one, and may be attached to such divisions, brigades, regiments, or battaHons as the President may direct, and when not organized into l)attalions or regiments before Ijeing mustered into service the President shall appoint
the field officers of the battalions and regiments when organized as such by him.

The Congress of

he

the Confederate States of

is

Approved, August 21, 1861.
[Official Records of the t^nion and Confederate Armies, Series IV, Vol.

I,

p. 579.]

By an act approved April 21, 1862, the President was authorized to
organize ''bands of partisan rangers" for a more permanent service,
to be received into the service of the Confederate States and to receive
the same pay, rations, and quarters, and be subject to the same reguThis enactment reads as follows:
lations as other troops.
AN ACT

to

organize bands of partisan rangers.

Section 1. The Congress of the Confederate States of A)nerica do enact, That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to commission such officers as he may deem
proper with authority to form bands of partisan rangers, in companies, battalions
320

LOCAL DEFENSE.

321

or regiments, either as infantry or cavalry, tlie companies, battalions, or regiments
to be composed each of such numbers as the President may approve.
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That such partisan rangers, after being regularly
received into service, shall be entitled to the same pay, rations, and quarters during
their term of service, and be subject to the same regulations, as other soldiers.
Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That for any arms and munitions of war captured
from the enemy ])y any body of partisan rangers and delivered to any quartermaster
at such place or places as may be designated by a commanding genei'al, the rangers
shall be paid their full value in such manner as the Secretary of War may prescribe.

Approved, April

21, 1862.

[Ibid., p. 1094.]

In a later act, approved October 13, 1862, provision was made for
the formation of squads or companies for local defense, in any part of
the Confederacy, by the voluntary association together of individuals
"over the age of forty-live years, or otherwise not liable to military
duty," who should elect their own officers and be governed by rules
and regulations to be established by themselves, and be considered as
belonging to the Provisional Army of the Confederate States, serving
without pay or allowances, and entitled, when captured, to all the
This act contained the proviso that in
privileges of prisoners of war.
the States and districts in which the act of April 16, 1862 (the conscription act), was suspended, persons of any age, resident therein,
might volunteer and form parts of such squads or companies so long
as the suspension of the operation of the conscription act should continue, the only condition being that the persons so volunteering
should first take the oath of allegiance to the Confederate States.
The enactment referred to is here quoted:

AN ACT

to authorize the

formation of volunteer companies for local defense.

The Congresx of the Confederate States of America do enact, That for the purjjose of
local defense in any portion of the Confederate States, any number of persons not
less than twenty, who are over the age of forty-five years, or otherwise not liable to
military duty, may associate themselves as a military company, elect their own officers, and establish rules and regulations for their own government, and shall be considered as belonging to the Provisional Army of the Confederate States, serving
without pay or allowances, and entitled, when captured by the enemy, to all the
privileges of prisoners of war: Prorided, That such company shall, as soon as practicable, transmit their muster roll, or a list of the names of the officers and privates
thereof, to the governor of the State, the commanding general of the department, or
any brigadier-general in the State or Confederate service, to be forwarded to the Secretary of* War; but the President or the commander of the military district may, at
any time, disband such companies: Prorided, That in the States and districts in
which the act entitled "An act to further provide for the public defense," approved
April the sixteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and the acts amendatory
thereof, have been suspended, persons of any age, resident within such States or districts, may volunteer and form part of such companies so long as such suspension
shall continue: Provided, That no person shall become a member of said company
until he shall have first taken the oath of allegiance to the Confederate States of
America in writing, a coj^y of which shall be tiled with the muster roll of said company as above prescribed.

Approved, October

13, 1862.

[Ibid., Series IV, Vol. II, p. 206.]

In the regulations formulated by the Confederate War Department
about Februarv. 1863, for the "organization of troops," it was
announced that no troops would be accepted for local service "unless
required by the officer commanding the district in question," and then
only as prescribed by the act of August 21, 1861, "receiving pay, subsistence, etc., only while in actual service."
(Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies, Series IV, Vol. I, p. 821.)
S. Doc. 112
21
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Ill an order issued by the War Department April 28, 1862, it was
announced, under the head of "Additional Corps Guerrilla Service,"
that applications for the formation of bands of partisan rang-ers under
the act of April 21, 1862, should be made through the commanding
generals of the military departments in which such corps were to be
employed (Ibid., p. 1098), and in the same order it was further

—

announced that corps raised for local defense (evidently those formed
under the act of August 21, 1861) would retain their organization dur(Ibid.,
ing the terms of their enlistment unless previously disbanded.
p. 1099.)
The irregularities reported as

having been committed l)y the partisan corps rendered it necessary that they be brought under stricter
discipline than had before been enforced, and the commanders of military departments were therefore directed to combine them into battalions and regiments, in order that they might be brought under the
same regulations and discipline as other troops. Such of the partisan
corps as were serving within the enemy's lines were, however, excepted
from the operation of the order. The order of the War Department
on this subject, dated June 12, 1863, reads as follows:

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office,
\
Richmond, Jnne 12, 186S.
No. 82.
i
The second section of the act entitled an act to organize partisan rangers provides
that such partisan rangers, after being regularly received into service, shall be entitled
to the same pay, rations, and quarters during their term of service and be subject to the

General Orders,

The irregularities reported to this department
as other soldiers.
having been committed by such corps renders it proper that these corps shall be
placed under stricter regulations than those heretofore adopted. The generals
commanding the departments in which they are serving are hereby authorized to
combine them into battalions and regiments with the view to bringing them under
the same regulations as other soldiers in reference to their discipline, position, and
movements; and the same officers will recommend any further measures for their
organization as an integral portion of their commands as will in their opinion promote their efficiency and the interest of the service. The general of the department
will recommend field officers for the organizations that may be made, to be submitted for the consideration of the President. Such partisan corps as are serving within
the enemy's lines are for the present excepted from this order.
S. Cooper,
By order:
Adiutant and Inspector General.

same regulations
as

[Ibid., p. 585.]

By an act of congress approved Feljruary IT, 1864, the act of April
21, i862, authorizing the organization of partisan bands was repealed
Departand measures similar to those previously adopted by the
ment were authorized for the purpose of Innnging into a proper state

War

As in the War Department
of discipline the bands then in existence.
order, however, the partisan corps serving within the enemy's lines
were, within the discretion of the Secretary" of War, excepted from the
contemplated changes. Following is a copj^ of the act referred to:
A BILL

to repeal

an aet

bands of partisan
hundred and sixty-two, and

to orfjaiiize

rangers, approved April twenty-first, eighteen
for otlier purposes.

The comprsa of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the act of congress
aforesaid be, and the same is hereby, repealed: Provided, That organizations of
partisan rangers acting as regular cavalry at the passage of this act shall be continued
in their present organization: Provided, They shall hereafter be considered as regular
cavalry and not as partisan rangers.
Sec. 2. That all the bands of partisan rangers organized under the said act may,
as the interests of the service allow, be united with other organizations, or be organized into battalions and regiments, with the view to l)ringing them under the general conditions of the Provisional Army as to discipline, control, and movements,
under such regulations as the Secretary of AVar may prescribe.
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Sec. 3. The Setretary of War shall he authorized, if he deeme pro]>er, for a time, or
permanently, to except from the operation o* this act such companies as are serving
within the lines of the enemy, and under such conditions as he may prescrit>e.
Approved, February 17, 1864.
[Ibid., Series IV, vol. Ill, p. 194.]

It can not Vje ascertained from any accessible records what number
of Home Guards, if any. was organized under the act of the Missouri
legislature of May 14:, 1S61. or what number of "Partisan Rangers" or
troops for "local defense." if any. was raised in the State of Mis.souri
under the acts of the Confederate Congress quoted above, but it isknown that a very large number of individuals not belonging to any
regular military organizations were engaged in that State in opposition to the military force.-> of the United States and the State militia
and Home Guards serving in cooperation with the Federal troops. Of
this the following from Confederate sources alone is sufficient evidence:
On December 3. 1861. President Davis, writing to Hon. W. P. Harris, of Mississippi, said: "The contest [in Missouri] is therefore to be
on a scale of very ditferent proportions than that of the partisan warfare witnessed during the past summer and fall,"
(Official Records of
the Union and Confederate Armies. Series I. Vol. VHI. p. Tol.) On
the 13th of December the Missouri delegation in congress remarked
in a letter to General Price: "The President is further pleased to intimate that our guerrilla lighting in Missouri must now give place to
a different mode, that of regular, systematic warfare" (Ibid.. Series
I, Vol. LIII. p. 76:2). and on June 10. 1862. Hon. Thomas A. Harris,
a member of congress from Missouri, addressed a letter to the Secretary of War relative to the character of the contest in Missouri and
the class of troops employed. In this letter he said:

Richmond, June

10, 1862.

Hon. George W. Raxdolph,
Secretary of War.
Sir: In pursuance of the understanding involved in our convei-sation of this morning, I proceed to reduce to writing the inquiries then propounded, with the view of
furtherance of the |K>licy adopted
eliciting answers which I may be at Uljerty to use
by the Government: and if in the course of propounding the inquiries I should digress
In such a manner as to introduce a suggestion or au argument, I indulge the hope
that you will not attribute it to any impertinent attempt at dictation or a desire to
introduce unsohcited advice. On the contrary. I feel assured that in the anomalous
and unfortunate condition of the gallant people of Missouri,
1 have the honor
in part to represent, sufficient ju-stitication may be found for any anxiety which I may
letter: The State of Missouri at this
manifest.
But to proceed to the object of
moment is at the mercy of the enemy. Xot a single Confederate soldier treads her
soil, and her brave sons, as far as possible, have been transferred to the east bank of
]>urthe Missi.ssippi River by the act of the Confederate Government. It is not
eulogy upon the self-sacrificing patriotism of those brave men of
pose to dwell
Missouri who, after a protracted campaign of endurance and glory, have followed
their heroic leader through the fatiguing: marches of the moimtains <'f Arkansas to
the soil of Tennessee, leaving behind their homes and families to the mercy of an
unprincipled enemy. History will do justice to the act of magnanimous patriotism.
The object of this letter is to ascertain the line of policy which this Government
would recommend to the people of Missouri now within the limits of the State to
pursue. It can not l>e unknown to you, sir, that a general system of guerrilla warfare now desolates the State; that the loyal citizens, writhing under the yoke and
oppression of the enemy, are struggling unaided and illy provided with the indispensable materials of war to a.ssist and maintain their liberty, proi>erty, and selfrespect; that acts of unprecedented oppression and barVjarity, in violation of all the
principles of civilize<l warfare, are daily perpetrated up>on that gallant people.
can ascribe this continued and self-sacrificing struggle maintaineil by the people of
Missouri so unequally to none other cause than their utter detestation of the enemy
and their lovaltv to the Government of the Confederate States.

m

whom

my

.

m

my

We
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pref^eiits itself, Does this exhausting^ ami unequal system of dethe people of Missouri obtain the ai)piobation of the (^o^ernnlent?
And does it, in the opinion of the (iovernnient, eontrihute toward the ultimate success of the eoiiunon cause? An answer in affirmative to the inquiry would in my
opinion devolve upon this Ciovt^rnment the institution of such retaliatory measures
as would compel the enemy to treat prisoners captured in the State of Missouri in accordance with the rules of civilized warfare, and the additional obligation of supplying the men in the field in that State promptly and to the extent of its ability with
such numitions of war as are indispensably necessary. Further, I may say that the
troojis in the field under State authority, commanded by officers duly commissioned
by the governor of ^lissouri, should be placed upon a footing of absolute or a])proximate e(iuality with other soldiers of the Confederate Army. But should your reply
be in the negative, is it not proper and expedient that the Government of the Confederate States shoulil interpose so far as to convey to the people of Missouri an expression of its disapproval of the policy there inaugurated, and indicate such a line
of policy for them to pursue as would harmonize with the views of the Government?
It is for the Government to judge of the difficulty, sacrifice, and advantage to result
from maintaining military operations in Missouri hundreds of miles from any efficient
supporting colun)n, in which determination the extraordinary difficulties of communication and transportation will of course receive due consideration.

(lue^tioii

fense udujited

then

l>y

Thomas A. Harris, Member
[Ibid., Series

I,

Further evidence on the sanie
eral Price to

the following

of Congress.

Vol. XIII, p. 833.]

Governor
is

.subject

is

Rej'nold.s, dated

found

in a letter

November

2,

from Gen-

1863, of which

an extract:

Camp Bragg, Ark., November

2,

1863.

His Excellency Governor Thomas C. Reynolds,
Marshall, Tex.

Dear

Sir: I have the honor to inclose to you an official copy of Colonel Quantrill's
report of his march from Missouri River to Canadian, detailing in a terse but graphic
This
style his attack upon Fort Baxter and upon Major-General Blunt and escort.
you will see bore a conspicuous
report was handed to me by Captain Brinker,
pait in the attack. Colonel Quantrill has now with him some 350 men of that daring and dashing character which has made the name of Quantrill so feared })y our
enemies, and have aided so much to keep Missouri, though overrun by Federals,
The services of these men can not be spared, V)ut
identified with the Confederacy.
exertions to overan obstacle presents itself which I fear will re(|uire more than
come. To engage your valuaV)le assistance in the task is the object of this communiIt is with much regret that I find a disposition in these men to avoid coming
cation.
Indeed, it is this reluctance which has caused
into the service of the Confederacy.
them to avoid the proximity of this army in the march southward in search of that
Yet they have sent Captain
rest which they and their horses require so much.
Brinker to me to make known their wants aa to the selection of service, for as to clothing, arms, annnunition, horses, they want nothing, and indeed they are totally indifferent as to pay.
They desire to serve with me as partisans, and in this they are
adepts, and coulil be made very valuable as such to the army; l)ut for reasons which
they hold goo<l they will not come under the direct command of (Tcneral Holmes,
nor will they l)e attached to any briga<le, but are willing and anxious to serve if
allowed to do so as above. I have urged upon them to join regularly our army and
As it is possible they
subject themselves to such orders as its welfare might require.
will visit your neighborhood, you could use your influence to good advantage l)y
urging them to attach themselves to the army. Their objections are not without
foundation. In the first place, many of those restless spirits, chafing under the inactivity of the army in Arkansas during the last winter and spring, deserted from
General Hindman's and (ieneral Holmes's commands to seek more active scenes of
operations errors might be (overlooked by an extension of the President's clemency toward deserters. Again, they have been outlawed by the Federal authorities,
and expect no mercy or clemency at their hands, not even the chances of prisoners
of war; and they think that if used only as scouts and rangers, to ascertain and watch
the movements of an enemy, they would be able to protect themselves against any

whom
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surrender of our forces, should such a calamity overtake us. Captain Brinker reports
me that he has now a battalion- of these men which he would bring into the service for such a purpose if allowed to place them under my immediate command.
to

With considerations of personal regard and esteem,
Your obedient servant,

I

remain,

Sterling Price.
[Ibid., Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 907.]

It i.s probable that many of the irreo-ular organizations in Mi.s.souri.
especially those which existed prior to the Confederate legislation of
October 13. 1862. were formed without any authority, either military
or legislative, but those formed after that date should probabl}' be
classed among the squads and companies organized under the act
referred to for local defense; and in this connection it is to be noted
that ^Missouri was one of the States in which the conscription act was
suspended, and that therefore all citizens of whatever age were authorized by the act of October 13, 1862, to form themselves into companies
for local defense.
It is not the purpose to here quote the voluminous correspondence
and orders relative to the treatment of members of partisan corps and
companies organized for local defense when captured by the enemy,
but it may be stated that troops of the former class were recognized
as entitled to the privileges of prisoners of war, while those of the
latter class, commonly called guerrillas, were, in the State of Missouri,
summarily shot when captured by the enemy within his own lines.
This treatment of guerrillas is believed to have been accorded by both
belligerents.
As before stated, the number of partisan or local troops organized in

Missouri during the civil war is not known and there are no records
on tile from which a satisfactor}' approximation can be made. It was,
however. sufBciently large to give the Federal authorities much annoyance and to oc<-upy the attention of a military force that woidd otherwise have been available for other lields of service. A list of the few
organizations of which official mention has been found accompanies
this paper.
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GUARD ORGANIZATIONS
COOPERATING WITH CONFEDERATE TROOPS."

LIST OF MISSOURI STATE

•

CAVALRY.
First Regiment, First Division.
First Battalion, First Division.
(Became Third Cavahy Itegiment,
First Division.)
First Battalion, Independent Rangers.
(Second Cavalry Battalion,
First Division.)
First Regiment, Fourth Division.
First Regiment, Fifth Division.
First Regiment, Sixth Division.
First Battalion, Seventh Division.
First Regiment, Eighth Division.
Second Regiment, First Division.
Second Battalion, First Division. (Also known as First Cavalry Battalion, Independent Rangers.)
Second Regiment, Sixth Division.
Second Regiment, Eighth Division.
Third Regiment, First Division. (See First Cavalry Battalion, First

Division.)

Third Regiment, Eighth Division.
Fourth Regiment, Eighth Division.
Fifth Regiment, Eighth Division.
Sixth Regiment, Eighth Division.
Seventh Regiment, Eighth Division.

(See

Vernon County Cavalry

Battalion.)

Eighth Regiment, Eighth Division.
Ninth Regiment. Eighth Division.
Tenth Regiment, Eighth Division.
Eleventh Regiment. Eighth Division.
Twelfth Regiment, Eighth Division.
Thirteenth Regiment, Eighth Division.
Fourteenth Regiment, Eighth Division.
Bruce's Regiment, Second Division.
Burbridge's Regiment, Second Division.
Callaway Guards. (Capt. D. H. Mclntyre's company, Second Division.
Pro))ably cavalry, but not positively ascertained.)
Extra Battalion, Fourth Division. (Attached to First Infantry Regiment.)

made up from such

official data as have been discovered on the files
but the rolls of the State Guard organizations are not on file,
and other records are meager. The list, although probably not complete, is as nearly
complete as it can be made from the records of the Department.
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Franklin's Regiment, Second Di\'ision.
Green's Kegiment, Second Division.
Hawkins's Regiment, Second Division.
Kennett Rovers. (Company B, First Cavalry Regiment, First Division.)

Major's Regiment, Third Division.
Missouri Rangers.
(Company" A, First

Cavalr}^ Regiment, First
Division.)
Plattin Rangers.
(Capt. White Kennett's company.
Probably cavalrv, ))ut not positively ascertained.)
Vernon County Battalion. (Became Seventh Cavalry, Eighth Division.)

ARTILLERY.
First Battalion, Fifth Division.
(Probablv composed of O'Reirdon's,
Richardson's, and McDonald's batteries, Companies A, B, and C.)
Bledsoe's Battery, commanded by Capt. H. M. Bledsoe.
(Reorganized for Confederate service.)
Clark's Battery.
(Reorganized for Confederate service.)
Gorham's Battery. (Reorganized for Confederate service.)
Guibor's Batter3\ (Reorganized for Confederate service.)
Kelly's Battery.'
Kneislev's Batterv.
McDonald's Battery C, commanded by Capt. Robert McDonald.
(Reorganized for Confederate service. See First Artillery Battalion.)

O'Reirdon's Battery A. (See First Artillery Battalion.)
Richardson's Batterv B.
(See First Artillery Battalion.)
Wade's Battery. (Reorganized for Confederate service.)

INFANTRY.
First
First
First
First
First
First
First
First

Regiment, First Division.

Battalion, First Division.
Regiment, Third Division.
Regiment, Fourth Division.
Regiment, Fifth Division.
Battalion, Fifth Division.
Battalion, Seventh Division.
Regiment, P^ighth Division.
Second Regiment, First Division.
Second Battalion, First Division.
Second Regiment, Third Division.
Second Regiment, Fourth Division.
Second Regiment, Fifth Division.
Second Regiment, Eighth Division.
Third Regiment, First Division.
Third Battalion, First Division.
Third Regiment, Third Division.
Third Regiment, Fifth Division.
Third Regiment. Eighth Division.
Fourth Regiment, First Division.
Fourth Regiment, Third DivisionFourth Regiment, Eighth Division.

^
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Fifth
Fifth
Fifth
Fifth
Fifth
Sixth
Sixth

Regiment,
Kegiment.
Regiment,
Regiment,
Battalion.
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First Division.

Third Division.
mounted. Fifth Division.
Eighth Division.

'

*

(Division not ascertained.)

Regiment, Third Division.
Regiment, Eighth Division.
Alexanders Regiment. Sixth Division.
Blue Rangers. (Companv E, First Infantry Regiment. Eighth Division.)

Coleman's Regiment.

(Division not ascertained.)

Dill's Battalion, Sixth Division.

Extra Battalion. Fourth Division. (Attached to First Infantry Regiment, Fourth Division.)
Kelly's Regiment, Sixth Division.
Marble City Guards. ((Jompany A, First Infantry Battalion, First
Division.)

Rawling's Battalion. Second Division.
Robinson's Battalion. Second Division.
Ross's Regiment.
(Division not ascertained.)
Thornton's Battalion. Fourth Division.

LIST OF MISSOURI ORGANIZATIONS IN THE SERVICE
OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES."
CAVALRY.
First (Gates'.s) Regiment.
First (Elliott's) Battalion.
(Also known as Tenth Cavalry Battalion.
Recruited to a reg-iment.)
First Battalion.
(See Fourth Cavalry Battalion.)
First Northeast Regiment.
(Consolidated with Second Northeast
Cavalry Regiment to form Franklin's Seventh Infantr}^ Regiment.)
First Battalion, First Indian Brigade.
First and Third Regiment, dismounted.
(Formed October 1, 1863,
by the consolidation of dismounted men of different organizations.)

Second Regiment.
Second Northeast Regiment.

(See First Northeast Cavalry Regi-

ment.)

Third Regiment.
Third Battalion. (Also known as Fifth and Sixth Cavalry Battalion.
Temporarily consolidated with First Cavalry Regiment.)
Fourth Regiment.
Fourth Battalion. (Also known as First Cavalry Battalion. Consolidated with Second Cavalry Regiment.)
Fifth Regiment.
(Also known as La Fayette County Regiment.)
Fifth Battalion.
(See Third Cavalry Battalion.)
Sixth Regiment. (Also known as Southwest Cavalry; became Eleventh
Cavalry Regiment.)
Sixth Battalion.
(See Third Cavalry Battalion.)
Seventh Regiment. (Also known as Kitchen's Tenth Cavalry Regiment.)

Eighth Regiment.
Tenth (Lawthers) Regiment.
Tenth (Kitchen's) Regiment. (See Seventh Cavalry Regiment.)
Tenth Battalion. (See First Cavalry Battalion.)
Eleventh Regiment.
Eleventh Battalion. (Consolidated with Lawther's Tenth Cavalr}'^
Regiment.)
Twelfth Regiment.
Twelfth Battalion.
Fourteenth Battalion.
Fifteenth Regiment.
Clark's Regiment.
(Also known as Clark's Recruits.)
''This list is made up
of the
Department,

from such official data as have been discovered on the files
but the rolls and other records of Confederate organizations
are incomplete, and the list is not given as a complete roster of Missouri organizations in the Confederate service. It is as nearly complete as it can be made from the
records on file.

War
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(Clark's Cavalry Reg-iment.)
Clark's Recruits.
Clarkson's Battalion Independent Rang-ers. (^lissouri and Arkansas
troops, merged into Clark's Ninth Infantry Regiment.)
Coffee's Regiment.
Crandall's Battalion.
Davies's Battalion.

Freeman's Regiment.
Fristoe's Regiment.

Hunter's Regiment.
Jackman's Regiment.
Jackson County Regiment.

(Became Twelfth Cavalry Regiment.)
(Became Eighth Cavalry Regiment.)
Kitchen's Battalion. (Became Seventh Cavalry Regiment.)
La Fayette County Regiment. (Fifth CaAalrv Regiment.)
Lawther's Temporary Regiment, dismounted. (Organized in August,
lSt>3, by assignment of companies from the Fourth. Fifth. Sixth,
Tenth, and Twelfth Cavalry regiments.)
MacDonald's Regiment. (Became Eleventh Cavalry Battalion.)
Jeff'ers's Battalion.

Northeast Battalion.
Perkins's Regiment.

(Snider's Cavalry Battalion.)

Preston's Battalion.
(Consolidated with Fourth Cavalry Regiment.)
Reves's Battalion.
Roberts's Company.
Schnable's Battalion.
Searcy's Regiment.
Slayback's Battalion.
(Also known as Northeast Cavalry.)
Snider's Battalion.
Southwest Regiment. (Sixth, subsecpiently Eleventh. Cavahy Regiment.)
Western Rangers. (Company C, Second Cavalry.)
"Williams's Battalion.
Windsor Guards. (Company I. Second Cavalry.)

ARTILLEKY.
Barret's Battery.
(See Rice's Battery.)
Bell's Battery.
(See Hamilton's Battery.)
Bledsoe's Battery, commanded by Capt. Hiram M. Bledsoe.
Bledsoe's Battery, commanded by Capt. Joseph Bledsoe.
Bowman's Battery. (Subsequently Parson's Battery.)
Clark Artillery, commanded by Capt. S. Churchill Clark; subsequently by Capt. Clark W. Kennerly and Capt. Houston King.
Collins's Battery.
Dawson's Battery. (See St. Louis Buttery.)
Foster's Battery.
(Consolidated with Ninth Battalion, Sharpshooters.)
Gorham's Batterv.
(Subsequentlv Tilden's Batterv and Lesueur's
'
Battery.)
Griswold's Battery.
Guibor's Battery.
Hamilton's Battery. (Subsequent!}' Bell's Battery. Also known as
Prairie Gun Batterv.
Attached to Eleventh Cavalrv Battalion.)
Harris's Battery, old.' (Consolidated with McDonald's (Robert) Battery to form Company D. Sixth Infantry.)
Harris's Battery, new.
Hunter's Batterv.
'

.
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(Also known as Lucas's Batteiy, and Lowe's BatConsolidated with St. Louis Batteiy.)
Kennedy's Battery. (See Clark Artillery.)
King's Battery. (See Clark Artillery.)
Landis's Battery.
Lesueur's Battery. (See Gorham's Battery.)
Lowe's Batter3\ (See Jackson Battery.)
Lucas's Battery.
(See rJackson Battery.)
McDonald's Batter}^, commanded by Capt. Emmett McDonald. (See
St. Louis Battery.)
McDonald's Battery, commanded by Capt. Robert McDonald.
(Originally Company C, Missouri State Guard Artillery, consolidated with Harris's Battery, old, to form Company D, Sixth Infantry

Jackson Battery.
teiy.

Regiment.)
Parson's Battery.
(Became Company I, Sixth Infantry Regiment.
See Bowman's Battery.)
Prairie Gun Battery.
(See Hamilton's Batter3\)
(Subsequently Barret's Battery.)
Rice's Battery.
Roberts's Battery.
(Subsequently Ruttner's Battery.)
Ruffner's Battery.
(See Robert's Batter3^)
(Also known as McDonald's (Emmett) Battery and
St. Louis Battery.
Dawson's Battery.)
Tilden's Battery.
(See Gorham's Battery.)
Tull's Battery.'
Wade's Battery. (Subsequently Walsh's Battery.)
Walsh's Battery. (See Wade's Battery.)
Woodson's Battery. (Company C, Fourteenth Cayalry Battalion.)

INFANTRY.
First (Bowen's) Regiment.
First (Burbridge's) Regiment.

Regiment.)
First Regiment.
First

(Johnson's)

(See Burbridge's Second Infantr}^

(See Tenth Infantry Regiment.)
Battalion.
(Consolidated with

Fourth Infantry

Regiment.)
First Battalion, First Brigade, Army of Tennessee.
(See Second
Infantry Battalion.)
First and Fourth Regiment, consolidated.
Second (Burbridg(^'s) Regiment. (Also known as First Infantry Regi-

Regiment.)
Second (Hunter's) Regiment. (Served as cayalry until dismounted,
August 31, 1862.
Subsequently Eighth, changed to Eleyenth,
Infantry Regiment.)
Second Regiment. (See Gause's Third Infantry Regiment.)
Second Battalion.
(Also known as First Infantry Battalion. First
Brigade, Army of Tennessee. Consolidated with Fifth Infantr}'^
Regiment.)
Second and Sixth Regiment. (Formed by consolidation of the Second and Sixth Infantry regiments October 1, 1863.)
Third (Cause's) Regiment. (Also knoAvn as Second Infantry Regiment.)
Third Regiment. (See White's Ninth Infantry Regiment.)
Third (Erwin's) Battalion. (Also known as Fifth Infantr}^ Battalion.
Merged into Sixth Infantr}' Regiment.)
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Third and Fifth Regiment. (Formed by consolidation of the Third
and Fifth Infantry regiments.)
Fourth Regiment. (Consolidated with First Infantry Regiment.)
(Consolidated with Third Infantry Regiment.)
Fifth Regiment.
Sixth Regiment. (Formed from Erwin's Third and Hedgpeth's batConsolidated with Second Infantry Regiment.)
talions.
Seventh (Franklin's) Regiment. (Formed b}- consolidation of First
and Second Northeast Cavalry regiments.)
Seventh (Jackman's) Regiment. (Also called First, Third, Fourth,
Fourteenth. Fifteenth, and Sixteenth Infantry Regiment.)
Seventh (Mitchell's) Battalion. (Consolidated with FrazieFs Battalion
to form ^MitchelFs Eighth Infantrv Regiment.)
(Formerly Hunters Second Infantry
Eighth (Burns's) Regiment.
Regiment; subsequenth' Eleventh Infantry Regiment.)
Eighth (Mitchell's) Regiment. (Also known as Fifth Infantr}- Regiment. Formed by consolidation of MitchelFs Seventh and FrazieFs
Infantry battalions.)
(Consolidated with Clark's Ninth Infantry Regiment.)
Ninth (Clark's) Regiment. (Formed from Eighth Infantry Battalion
and the Missouri companies of Clark's Arkansas and Missouri Bat-

Eighth Battalion.

talion.)

Ninth (White's) Regiment. (Also known as Third and Twelfth Infantry Regiment.)
(Also known as Pindall's SharpNinth Battalion, Sharpshooters.
shooters.)

Tenth Regiment. (Also known as First Infantry Regiment.)
Eleventh Regiment. (See Hunters Second and Burns's Eighth Infantry regiments.)

Twelfth Regiment. (See White's Ninth Infantry Regiment.)
Thirteenth Regiment.
(Also known as Fourteenth Infantrj^ Regiment.)
Thirteenth Battalion, mounted.
Fourteenth Regiment.
Fourteenth Regiment. (See Thirteenth Infantry Regiment.)
Fifteenth Regiment.
Sixteenth Regiment.
Clarkson's Battalion, Arkansas and Missouri volunteers.
(The ]\Iissouri companies were consolidated with the Eighth Infantrj" Battalion to form Clark's Ninth Infantry Regiment.)
Frazier's Battalion.
(Consolidated with ^Mitchell's Eighth Infantrj^
Regiment.)
Hedgpeth's Battalion. (Consolidated with Sixth Infantry Regiment.)

Hughes's Battalion.
Hunter's Battalion.

(Became Hunter's Second Infantry Regiment.)
(Consolidated with Fourth Infantry Regi-

Macfarlane's Battalion.
ment.)

Pickett's Battalion.
Pindall's Sharpshooters.
Rosser's Battalion.
Stern's Battalion.

Winston's Regiment.

(Ninth Infantry Battalion.)

LIST OF MISSOURI LOCAL DEFENSE ORGANIZATIONS,
CONFEDERATE SERVICE;'
Boone's.
Camei'on\s.
Cobb's.
Cockrell's.

Hindman's.
Hudson's,
Hunter's.

Coleman's.
Crabtree's.

Crow's.
Hawthorne's.

Irwin's.

Parcel's.
Quantrill's.

Reves's.
Tracy's.

" This list is made up from such official mention of the Missouri local defense
organizations as has been discovered, but the rolls of the organizations are not on file
in the War Department, and it is probable that none were ever prepared. The number of such local organizations is not known, but there is reason to believe that it was
very largely in excess of the number here given.
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